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Romans 10:10

I want to call your attention to Rom​ans 10:10 today as we speak to you on "THE MOUTH." The importance of THE MOUTH! Commonly we do not say very much about the mouth, but let us see what God has to say about it. It is amazing what God has to say about OUR BODIES in the Bible. For instance, generally God says we are to "present our bodies a living sacrifice unto God." Romans 12. In Romans 6 we are to yield the members of our bodies as "weapons of righteousness unto God." It is important to realize what our Lord tells us about the MOUTH. The mouth is so important that it has to do with whether you will spend eternity in heaven or hell! So you listen to me very carefully as I preach the Word of God to you, and let's ask God to give us a blessing in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Exodus 4:12 God sends the pro​phet Moses to the people. Moses com​plained that he couldn't speak very well, and God said, "Now therefore GO, and I will be with thy MOUTH and teach thee what thou shalt say." That is an amazing thing: God will put His words in our mouths! He'll do it.

You say, "What has that got to do with us in the New Testament today?" In the New Testament God says we are to speak the language that the Holy Ghost giveth, words which the Holy Ghost teachest. Paul wrote that to the Corinthians. So today God will give us the words we are to speak.

Think about the WORDS God hears everyday. Curse words, obscene words, dirty words, suggestive words, hard words, angry words, wicked words, hypocritical words, deceitful words​ and we could go on. Oh, the MOUTH! THE MOUTH! God's Word speaks about it.

In Romans 3 we read of it as a place of sin. "Their throat is an open sepulcher." "With their tongues they have used deceit. The poison of asps is under their lips." He is talking about sin and poison and corruption coming out of the human mouth!

But TO THE PERSON WHO YIELDS TO GOD, God says as He said to Moses: "I will be with thy mouth and teach thee what thou shalt say." How won​derful to begin the day with, "Lord, teach me today what I shall SAY. Put the words in my mouth that You want me to say." Paul in the New Testament says, "The Spirit of God will be with our mouths and He will give us the words we shall say." That not only goes for Christian witnessing. That not only goes for the preacher, but for every child of God. God will be with our mouths.

Another truth is found in Psalm 8:2. "Out of the mouths of babes and suck​lings hast thou ordained strength." In other words, God many times will use the words of a babe or a little child to touch the heart of a dad or a mother. Many a man has been SAVED because a little child has touched his heart.

I was in a South Georgia town talk​ing to a businessman. He owned that particular business. I talked to him about the Lord Jesus and salvation and found he was a member of the First Baptist Church. He said, "I used to live a wicked life. Then my little grand​son came along. I love him very much. And, you know, that boy made me think. I don't want that boy to live the kind of life I have lived. So I have come to the Lord and have straightened up and I am seeking to live a godly life, in the House of God and in the Word of God. That boy is looking at me. He is looking at my life. I want it to count for God." That little boy's love for that man is influencing him. And out of the mouth of that "babe,” God has ordained strength and praise to His own holy name.

Again in Psalm 34:1 the Psalmist says, "His praise shall continually be in my mouth." Here the Psalmist is saying, "I'm going to talk about God all the time, about how wonderful and how glorious He is." Someone calls that religious fanaticism? Blessed fanatic​ism! The trouble today with people is that they HAVEN'T ENOUGH religion to really know what it means to have GOD'S PRAISE continually in their mouths. Now God's PRAISE can't be there, and cursing and swearing and blaspheming. God's PRAISE can't be there, and a dirty joke. God's PRAISE can't be on our lips, and anything filthy or obscene or hypocritical or angry. "His praise shall continually be in my mouth" suggests a heart that is right with God, for the mouth cannot praise God continually unless the HEART is right with God continually.

In Psalm 63:11 we read of sinners whose mouth "speaketh lies." We re​member that many mouths speak lies. Oh, what a terrible sin is LYING. All of us sometime in our lives have told lies. God's Word says that children go astray from the womb, speaking lies. God says, "A LYING tongue I hate." God says, "All LIARS shall have their share in the lake of fire burning with brimstone, which is the second death." God must HATE a lying tongue, a deceitful tongue! So we must say with David in Psalm 141:3, "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth." Lord, put a GUARD at my mouth! Keep the door of my lips! Don't let anything come out, Lord, don't let a thing come out of my mouth, that would hurt any​body, hurt Thee, or hurt ME. For SIN always HURTS. Tongues HURT even the one who is speaking. The man who is cursing is corrupting his own soul! A man who tells a dirty joke is being corrupted in his own soul. The man who tells lies is being corrupted in his own soul. "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth." Psalm 141:3. We need to pray that prayer that God will give us victory in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. He WILL, if we only look for Him.

Then in Proverbs 18:7, "A fool's MOUTH is his destruction." A fool, in the Book of Proverbs, is a man who does not walk with God. A fool in the Bible is not a man who doesn't get an education, a man who doesn't make a lot of money, a man who doesn't look after his household, a man who does foolish things as men count foolish things. What is the most FOOLISH thing a man can do? To leave GOD out of his life! To ignore God. To shut God and His Christ out of his life. THAT is the man who is a FOOL. And here we read, "A fool's mouth is his destruction." A man, who will not receive God and praise Him and trust the Lord Jesus as Saviour and live for God, will reveal himself to be for eternity A FOOL. There's many a man counted WISE in this world who at death will be counted as a FOOL by angels and by God and by the saints in heaven, and even by the lost in hell, FOR HAVING REJECTED GOD AND CHRIST.

Here is another passage that is very important. We read in Ecclesiastes 10: 12, of the words of "a WISE MAN'S" mouth. A WISE man. This doesn't mean just a LEARNED man. A man can have knowledge yet not be wise. Somehow or other it seems that wisdom comes with the years. But according to the Bible a wise man is a man who walks with God. All the way through. He is counted as WISE. Jesus tells us that A MAN WHO IS WISE is the man who hears His sayings and does them and builds his house upon the Rock, the teachings of Jesus. Then whatever storms come, his house STANDS. God help us to see that!

Then we have the wonderful CLEANSING of the mouth that comes when we are saved. All of us have been corrupt in our mouths, coming out of corrupt hearts, at sometime in our lives. Here is the miracle of conversion in Isaiah 6:7. Isaiah, in his marvelous telling of his experience of meeting God in conversion, says, "He (God) laid the coal from off the altar UPON my MOUTH and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken away." Notice where the PURG​ING took place: "my mouth."

Nearly everyone has some sin as a sinner. Some one particular thing is the paramount sin. In many ways we offend, God's Word says. There are many kinds of sins and we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God, some more, some less. But gen​erally all sin concentrates on one parti​cular major sin. In Isaiah's case it was HIS MOUTH. He was a blasphemer. He was unrighteous and unholy in his SPEECH. He said, "I am a man of unclean lips. I dwell among a people of unclean lips." His lips were dirty, as were the lips of the people he as​sociated with. He didn't mean physical dirt but spiritual and moral corrup​tion. God knew his lips were dirty. And when Isaiah saw the LORD, high and lifted up in the temple, he cried out, "Woe is me!" But God had mercy upon him and PURGED him at the place of his greatest sin---his MOUTH. God's FIRE purged and cleansed his mouth, the fire of cleansing! I would rather have the fire of CLEANSING here, than the fire of DESTRUCTION here​after! Isaiah got his mouth cleansed HERE so that he wouldn't have to suffer the flames of hell and say, "Send Lazarus with a drop of water to cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame." If that rich man had had his tongue cleansed in this present world, he wouldn't have had to have the fire in the next world." So God cleansed the mouth of Isaiah. Oh, I am wondering today if we do not need for God (many of us) to lay the fire of cleansing upon our tongues! The fire from the altar of Calvary where Jesus died for the sins of our LIPS as well as for all of our sins, and purge our iniquity and cleanse our sin!

Here is another wonderful statement in Malachi 2:6. It tells about a godly man. "The law of truth is in his mouth." How we need to speak the law of TRUTH! God's Word is the law that is true, absolutely true. Men's laws are not always true. But God's laws al​ways are. The law of God is true. It always is true. And, my friends, God's WORD means what it SAYS. "The law of truth was in his mouth." That is, he was talking about God's law, and he was living God's law the best he knew how by God's divine grace, and he was teaching others to respect God's laws, the laws of life and the way of blessing that God has given unto us. The law of TRUTH was in his mouth. How different from the blasphemy of Isaiah, was this godly man.

I want to remind you that SIN comes out of the HEART, and the mouth SPEAKS only what is in the HEART. Matthew 12:34, "Out of the abundance of the HEART the mouth speaketh." The overflow of the HEART is what we SPEAK. When a man speaks dirt out of the overflow of his heart, his heart is dirty. When a man speaks truth, it is because truth is in his HEART. If a man speaks purity, his heart is pure.

Ah, THE MOUTH, my friend! How we need to see this truth.

Now James reminds us that out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing, indicating the STRANGE​NESS of people's hearts. Blessing and cursing proceed out of the same mouth when the heart is unregenerate. He said, "Brethren, these things ought not to be." The heart is divided: a heart trying to be worldly and Christ like at the same time, trying to be heavenly and worldly at the same time. "Out of the same mouth proceedeth bless​ing . . . " The man blesses certain people one minute, with pious speech, and the next minute he is cursing somebody else. Well, such a life can never count for God, of course. The thing to do is BE CONVERTED.

That leads us to Romans 10:10. "With the mouth confession is made unto salvation." We absolutely must be willing to confess the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and our Lord, for if we BELIEVE IN OUR HEARTS and CONFESS WITH OUR MOUTHS we shall be SAVED. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness. We believe in our hearts on the Lord Jesus. That is, we trust Him. We be​lieve He is everything He says He is. We come to Him honestly and sincerely as a sinner and ask Him to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us and have Him after we trust Him as our Saviour and Lord. For with the mouth confes​sion is made, UNTO, reaching to the glorious privilege of, SALVATION!

Have you accepted Jesus in your heart? Have you confessed Him as your Saviour and Lord? Are you a real Christian? We'll not only do it the first time, when we walk down the aisle of the church and confess Him (the church isn't the only place to confess Christ, however; we can con​fess Christ any place), but we'll be glad to stand up for Christ anywhere, confessing Him as Lord, as THE LORD, and have His witness and testimony on our lips. But we MUST believe in our heart and confess with our mouth, UNTO SALVATION. If we do BE​LIEVE and we are willing to CON​FESS, God says salvation is ours.

Well, we must close now. Let's pray together, "LORD, LET THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH, AND THE MEDI​TATION OF MY HEART, BE AC​CEPTABLE IN THY SIGHT, 0 LORD, MY STRENGTH AND MY REDEEM​ER." Won't you pray that prayer to​day? God bless you as you walk with Him in purity of HEART and of MOUTH in praise continually toward the LORD.
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