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We are still in the seventh chapter of Romans, friends, and we are studying today verses 21 and 22, in which we find the wretchedness of the believer who permits indwelling sin to have the victory over him, because he is trying to keep the law instead of simply yielding to the indwelling Spirit of God to operate through him and give him the victory. He is defeated. Sin, using the Law, defeats him; and he is a wretched man because of that.

Now I want to call your attention, before we go any further in this study, to verse 22. "For I delight in the law of God AFTER THE INWARD MAN." We are two men under one hat! When you are unsaved, you are only one person. You are in the flesh and the flesh has the victory over you. That doesn't mean that you do what is commonly called "bad,” but any life that is not lived in obedience to God is a bad life. A man may "do good" as MEN count good; but everything outside the will of God is bad. A man is a bad man if he does not live as God tells him to live. That is badness. Let us remember that.

But when you get saved, you have TWO NATURES within you, and you'll have them until you see Jesus! There is no such thing as "eradication" of the flesh. You know, the word eradication comes from the Latin word radix, meaning, “root.” E‑radix means, "to root OUT." So eradication means to ROOT OUT SIN. There is no teaching in the Bible that sin is rooted out. There IS indwelling sin. It's all over Romans 7, as we learn here. The Apostle Paul was a believer. He says, "I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” That is a saved man saying that. No unsaved man can say that.

And yet Paul says, "I find that when I want to do good evil is present with me." The reason for that is that we have TWO NATURES. We have the OUTER man and the INNER man. We learn here about the inward man in verse 22. "I delight in the law of God AFTER THE INWARD MAN."

THE---INNER MAN is literally eso anthropon. Eso means the "inside" man. We have it again in Second Corinthians 4:16. "For which cause we faint not, though our OUTWARD man is perishing (that is, your physical body), our INWARD man is renewed day by day." The inward man, of course, is the conscience, or reason, or the real, living personality.

So the OUTWARD MAN is the body, and the INWARD MAN is the real personality, capable of reason and emotion and purpose and desire, the real personality, the conscience and reason.

Paul says, "My BODY leads me away into sin with its desires and passions, but my INWARD MAN," he says "delights in God's law." It says, "Amen. God is right."

Now in Ephesians 3:16 we read of the inner man again. "That He would grant to you according to the riches of His glory to be strengthened with might by His Spirit IN THE INNER MAN.  So His Spirit dwells in the INNER MAN, in the living personality, NOT in the BODY, but in the living personality.

So when you have this conflict going on within you, remember, that is one of the greater proofs that you are a CHRISTIAN!

New let's look at verse 23 as we deal with the relationship of Law and Sin. "But I see another law in my members warring against the law of my MIND, bringing ME into captivity." Isn't that awful, to be brought into CAPTIVITY? Having a law operating in you, bringing you into captivity? The law of SIN, which is in my MEMBERS. That is, the members of my body.

Verse 23, "I see another law. I see a different law." There are TWO LAWS or rules or powers within a man, STRUGGLING FOR SUPERIORITY! First, there is CONSCIENCE, or the moral law. "Thou shalt, it says, "and thou shalt not." Second, there is another law or rule or power and that is the violent impulses of PASSION.

So we've got the two: we've got Conscience and we've got Passion, operating and conflicting within us. When a person is saved, that conflict is intensified. A man's conscience is MORE SENSITIVE to sin, but his passions are still with him!

We will find out in a moment how he gets the victory.

Paul says in this passage, "I find another law in by MEMBERS warring against the law of MIND." Now the word "mind" here is nous. It means, "the rational, reasoning part of conscience, the faculty which decides between right and wrong." Everyday, friends, you and I have to decide between right and wrong. Right comes at us, and we have to decide which one to take. Nous, or "mind,” refers to the region of morals, apart from the spiritual. A natural man has this "mind,” this ability to reason. But this, “mind” can be influenced for good by the Spirit of God, or it can be corrupted by the flesh and fleshly passions. And if a man isn't SPIRITUAL, then his mind is corrupted. His reasoning, his rational part, is corrupted by the flesh.

Now verse 24: "O wretched man that I am! Who shall DELIVERER me from the body of this death?" 0 wretched man! Here is a heart‑rending cry, from the depths of despair! Paul is dealing honestly with himself. He has studied himself and others around. He faces the fact that a man who WANTS to do good and is forced to do evil, is a wretched man indeed. And he says, "Who shall deliver me OUT of the body of this death?" Ek tou somatos tou thanatou toutou. "The body of this DEATH that already has me in its clutches! Who shall deliver me out of the power of the body of this death?" It is just like being CHAINED TO DEATH, CHAINED TO SIN, when you want to do good! You find you can't.

Sin, then, and Death are inseparable. The body that involves me in Sin involves me also in Death, physical and eternal. The death of the body and the death of the soul! No wonder Paul gave that heart‑rending cry from the depths of despair!

Now. Here is a summary of the previous passage. (Let me remind you that the victory is in the Lord Jesus Christ, and IN HIM ALONE.) Here is a summary of the state of things BEFORE Christ comes in to deliver: 

Verse 25. Serving the Law of God‑--the regenerate. Serving the law of sin‑--the unregenerate. The regenerated man is here, but is WRETCHED because he hasn't yet learned of his victory in the Spirit of God and the ability of Christ to deliver. Here then is the inward conflict.

Now was Paul describing the experience of a regenerate man or of an unregenerate man? The saved man or the unsaved man? Opposing forces struggling for the mastery in a man's soul!

The answer is, he was describing the experience of a REGENERATE man! For there is a HIGH estate and a LOW estate in a regenerate man. The higher is not here in this chapter, but it IS found in chapter 8. This is the LOW estate of the REGENERATE (saved) man.

There are three stages. First, SIN DORMANT, or sleeping, resulting in self‑satisfaction---the unsaved man. Then, when you are saved, sin is AWAKENED by contact with God's Law. Then third, sin is DEFEATED by Christ through the Spirit. Romans 8. This process comes to different men at different times. Sometimes at the beginning of the Christian life, sometimes later.

"Thanks be to God," is the cry of a regenerate man. Paul says, "Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Verse 25. Nobody but a REGENERATE man can thank God for deliverance through Christ. So deliverance is in HIM, by His Spirit, and NOT by "keeping the letter of the law." Deliverance is by coming to JESUS. Jesus sends His Spirit with power, to give us victory over sin.

Let us consider then Paul's revelation of THE TRUTH ABOUT THE LAW, its insufficiency, its ineffectiveness.

First of all, I want to call your attention to the fact that Paul received this revelation FROM GOD. These views in Romans 7, remember, are THE OPPOSITE to the views of his people (the Jews) who reverenced the Law. So Paul didn't get it from them! If he'd have followed his own people, he would have talked AGAINST the Law. The Jews talked "Law" all the time. The fact that he talked about DELIVERANCE FROM the Law proves that he got it from God. The truth about the Law, then, is a Divine Revelation given by God to the Apostle Paul.

Second, Paul had reverence for the Law, and not contempt. In Philippians 3:5 he tells how he earnestly tried to keep it, the marvelous life that he tried to live back in the early days. All through the Word of God Paul does not have contempt for the Law. He simply shows that its proper place was TO BRING US TO CHRIST. That is as far as it can go! When we come to CHRIST, we're DONE WITH THE LAW.

Third, in Romans 7 he shows the Law's helplessness to HELP us. He says that it is holy and righteous and good, and in verse 14 he calls it spiritual. But he says that the Law CANNOT DELIVER US. Nobody can do that but JESUS, through the SPIRIT!

Fourth, Paul was a sincere and honest thinker in matters of the soul and spiritual things, or he would have been like his own people and would never have changed his views. And so we learn from this great passage that the VICTORY IS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

First, Paul found that to keep the Law was infinitely difficult. One of our great preachers, the late Dr. Ironside, in a book called "Holiness, the False and the True", has shown how so many people in the early days of his young Christianity claimed perfect holiness and perfection. But they would come to him secretly, so discouraged when they found they had SIN in their hearts and lives.

Second, though the Law drew him in one way, other and more powerful influences drew him another. It was helpless---the Law was---to give him victory!

Third, he found that the Law was cold, ineffectual and unable. It POINTED TO the path of duty, but it gave no assistance to WALK in it. Rather, it seemed to provoke to disobedience! The very fact that a thing was forbidden seemed to make its attraction all the greater. So his state after the Law came in was worse than before. You tell a child he cannot have something, and he is more determined to HAVE it. So truth and law and right seemed to PROVOKE sin. There is nothing wrong about telling your child that which is wrong; you OUGHT to tell him that which is wrong and that which is right. But SIN IN HIS HEART makes him want to do the thing that is WRONG.

Fourth, the truth that summarized this is Romans 3:20. "Through the law is the FULL KNOWLEDGE OF SIN." Not KNOWLEDGE ‑ epignosis‑but, FULL KNOWLEDGE, COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE, of sin. The Law came TO SHOW US HOW SINFUL SIN IS.

Fifth, the truth had to be faced, that the Law AS A SYSTEM TO SAVE had failed. The Jewish Law revealed the right and condemned the wrong, added to the pile of human guilt, and that's as far as it could go. It couldn't DELIVER.

Sixth, the fault was not with the Law; in human nature! The Law DID what it CAME TO DO. But it needed something else, and this additional thing was TRUE CHRISTIANITY: CHRIST IN THE HEART.

Paul sees it in God's progressive revelation! The Law was not given to increase human happiness, but to DISTURB, to AWAKEN, and make UNHAPPY, to DRIVE US TO CHRIST, that we may be HAPPILY SAVED.

To serious minds, the Law NEVER WAS strictly kept. Paul was not a hypocrite. And the man or woman who is not a hypocrite today is the man or woman who sees that, and understands it, and comes to Jesus and trusts Jesus ALONE for peace and salvation and eternal blessing.

Well, that's all for today, friends. We've come to the end of our time. It is a wonderful study, isn't it? Remember the close of THAT WONDERFUL CHAPTER. If you are a wretched Christian, not being able to do what you WANT to do, not living the life of victory, thanks be to God JESUS CHRIST CAN DELIVER YOU from the body of that death!

Come to Him NOW, and yield to the spirit of Christ in full surrender. You'll find CHRIST working through you that blessed life and you'll be happy---IN HIM!
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