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Philippians 2:5

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Philippians 2:5, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." You can have exactly the same mind that Christ Jesus had, which means you will think Christ's thoughts.

It is not possible for the unsaved man to think like Christ. The natural man thinks according to a man. That is why he doesn't like the Bible, or preachers, or church. He doesn't have any character or taste for that. He is not capable of thinking like Christ until he is born again.

When you are saved, God gives you His life, and His mind. You have that uncreated life of God and you think like God. You will fall in love with the Bible, prayer, the house of God, the people of God, and the things of God when you are changed.

It doesn't mean that you won't see the errors and failures in all of us who are Christians in the church. We are not perfect. We won't be prefect till we "see him as he is." Then we will be like Christ, totally. But we can be like Him now, par​tially. The idea is to try to be as much like Christ as we possibly can. I want so much to be like Christ, think like Christ, have the emotions of Christ, love like Christ, pity like Christ, and act like Christ.

"Manifest Christ"

What do people see when they see us as Christians? Do they see Christ? II Corinthians 4:11, "That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh." God's plan is that Christ may be manifested in our mortal bodies, but He can't do that if we don't think like Him. We can't think like Him unless we have His mind. If we have His mind, we must let Him do the thinking. If we want to do it, He can't. Two can't use one mind at the same time.

So, we must die if Christ is going to live in us. That is what He means when He says, "He that loseth his life for my sake shall find it" (Mat​thew 10:39). If I am willing to lose my own thinking, emotions, and

activity, then Christ can do His think​ing, give His emotions, and give His behavior toward others through me. But if I am going to do it myself, then it will be a Hendley life. That will not stand up for eternity in the pres​ence of Christ at the Judgment Seat of the Lord.

"Fallen Nature"

In I Corinthians 2:11 we read, "For what man knoweth the things of man, save the spirit of man which is in him?" A dog does not under​stand a man. He doesn't have the spirit of man. No animal thinks like a man. If I am going to know what man thinks, I must be a man. I was born into the human race and I can understand what fallen men think. From the time of Adam when he fell in the Garden of Eden to this present time, men and women are born into this world with a fallen nature that thinks humanly and has produced all the sin you see. Murder, wars, bro​ken homes, adultery, and child mo​lestation come out because man's nature is fallen. But when you re​ceive Christ as your Saviour, God comes in (the Father, Son and Spirit) to dwell within us and brings His own life.

"The Spirit of God" 

Continuing with verse 11, "... even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." Only the Spirit of God can teach us the things of God. If you want to live your life in the things of men, you can do that. God gives you a choice. But if you want to go on to a higher plain to know the things of God, then you must have the Spirit of God. Christ died so you can receive the Holy Spirit. When you receive Christ as your Saviour, the Holy Spirit comes in and creates a new life through a new birth. You are born of God and made capable of thinking like God. That is when you receive the mind of God. The mind of God is the same as the mind of the Spirit, which is the same as the mind of Christ.

"Things Freely Given" 

Verse 12, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God." God gives things freely to people who are saved. I am learning and memorizing those things. They are so blessed. I want to be giving them out to you for your help if you have not known them and are not rejoicing in them.

I am determined to enjoy the salva​tion God has for me. I am not going to walk around feeling miserable and depressed all the time. "Lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh" (Luke 21:28). "We are more than conquerors through him that loved us" (Romans 8:37). We shall reign as kings now. All this means victory. "Rejoice in the Lord always." "Be anxious for nothing." "In everything gives thanks."  Some​thing wild? Oh no. If it sounds wild to you, it is because you haven't experienced it. It is for you, if you want it. Christ bought it for you with His blood.

"Spiritual Things"

Verse 13, "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth; but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual." What is the trouble with people? The answer is found in verse 14, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God." A man who is con​ceived in the womb of a woman and born into this world is born with a fallen nature, and he cannot know the things of the Spirit of God until he has a birth from God and has God's nature. When he receives Christ, the Spirit of God comes in and he has the nature of God.

Why doesn't he receive these things if he doesn't have the Spirit? "They are foolishness unto him." But they are the only reality, because this world is passing away. It is tragic to see the majority of people rushing and running after the things that are passing away. This world is going and the unsaved man is going with it. God is going to destroy this heaven and earth and create " new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (II Peter 3:13). Noth​ing but right will dwell there, thus peace and joy forever.

"Let This Mind Be in You" Verses 15-16, "But he that is spiri​tual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged by no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that He may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.  Born again believ​ers have the mind of Christ. If we, as believers, have the mind of Christ, why don't we have more of the emotions of Christ, that are love, pity and grace? And why aren't we behaving like Christ? Why aren't we reaching out in grace to help other people know the Lord too and help them on their way to heaven? Be​cause, though we have the mind of Christ, we must let this mind be in us.

I Corinthians 2:16 says, "We have the mind of Christ.”  Philippians 2:5 says, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus."  Isn't that a contradiction? Oh no. Christ and I are two persons. I have only one mind. I have my own emotions and my own behavior. Christ is another person. So, if Christ is to live His life in and through me, I must turn over my mind, my emotions, and my behavior to Him. As my mind thinks, so will my emotions and my behav​ior go. If I think human thoughts (what I want to think and what I desire as a human being because I still have the old Adamic nature), then my emotions will be simply human and not eternal, spiritual, and powerful, and my behavior will be human. But if I get up in the morning and say, "I want Christ to live in and through me today. Lord, You can have my mind. I want You to think Your thoughts through me," He will do it. My emotions will be Christ's emotions and my behavior will be Christlike. It is that simple. Will you do it, friends? Believers have the mind of Christ, but it is no good unless we use it. A person may have a gift and not develop it. If you don't use what you have, what good is it? It must be used.

"Hate Sin"

If we think like God, we will love like God and hate sin. God doesn't hate sinners. He hates sin. God loves sinners and gave His Son to die for us. We need to love sinners and do whatever we can to win them for Christ, but we will hate sin in ourselves and in others. People who live on in sin don't have the mind of Christ. Real born again believers have the mind of Christ.

"Trust Jesus"

Let's get rid of all these things people say you must do to be saved. There is one thing you must do---trust Jesus Christ. That is all. Psalm 2:12, "Blessed are all they that put their trust in him." John 3:16,  “Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Just trust Jesus. Forget all the mes​sages that are tying you up with other things that you must do to be saved. There are other things that come after you are saved that will help you on the way in your Christian life, but there is only one thing that will get you to heaven---trusting the blood atonement of Jesus Who died and paid for your sins. If you do that, you are going to heaven. These are the Words of God. He is my author​ity. Trust Him.

Are you doing what you want? Does a drunkard want to be a drunk​ard forever? Does he want to con​tinue to be miserable and depressed with that horrible habit? You don't have to. Christ will come in to live with you. He has victory over that and you can live a Christlike life. But it is getting late. Remember, we don't have long to live in this world. Soon our opportunities to live Christlike will be over. Receive Him today.

When you receive Christ, the Spirit of God comes in and gives you a new birth. You are born into the family of God and you have the nature of God and the mind of God, which Christ had and revealed to men in the Gospels. If you want to see what God is like, look at the living Christ in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (John 14:9). We can be like that. When you were born again, the Spirit came in and gave you the mind of God and of Christ, the mind of deity, but you must allow Him to use your mind and to think His thoughts through you. He is in heaven in a body. He is in you in Spirit, but He cannot get through to others without you letting Him use your mind and your body to reveal His emotions of love, pity, and grace to the people you meet.

"Godlike Thinking"

To detail what this kind of thinking actually is, the apostle Paul goes on to say what kind of mind Jesus had that you and I can have. He says in Philippians 2:6, "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God (thought it not something to be eagerly retained)." He was up in heaven co-equal with God, and He left it. Verse 7, "He made himself of no reputation (He emptied Himself of all the glory of heaven and came into this world), and took upon him the form of a servant (a slave), and was made in the likeness of men." Christ came down to serve men, not to be served. When we are saved, we should do the same. Christ came as God in the likeness of men that He created. Verse 8, "And being found in fash​ion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

" Humility"

The first thing we see in the mind of Christ is His humility. He went down, down, down, from the high​est heights of heaven, far above all angels, to become a human being and to die the death of a criminal so that nobody who is a sinner can say, "I can't be saved." He went from the highest heights to the lowest depths so that everyone can be reached by Jesus Christ. He gave His life for every human being. When you and I are saved, and we really understand this and let Him live His life through us, we will have a life that will go down, down, down, to reach any​body for Christ. We will give our​selves to soul-winning work. That is the mind of Christ.

When we stand up for our own rights and want our own way, we are not manifesting the mind of Christ. I will use the illustration of a young boy whose dad was a preacher. They got on the outs with one another, and they are not talking to one another. This man is a preacher in the pulpit, supposedly to manifest the mind of Christ, yet he doesn't have the mind of Christ toward his own son. He will not get through the problem with him. Now, it may be quite possible that he may not be able to reach that son. I'm not his judge. I'm saying that he should make the at​tempt to do it. Maybe he has.

I'm asking you, "Is there a parallel here in your life?" Are there loved ones and friends in your own life that God wants you to reach, but you are turned off because they are not agree​able to you? Well, are there things in Christ, God and the Holy Spirit? Do They give up on you or do They stay with you? He is making us like Himself. We are not going to be absolutely pleasing to God until we see Christ in heaven. Nobody is perfect. God is perfect. He is abso​lutely holy. He never thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong. We think wrong, speak wrong, and do wrong, the best of us.

"Appropriating the Mind of Christ"

So friends, "Let this mind be in you. "If you are going to do that, you must be born again. You are born again by believing that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. Trust Him as your Saviour. In love and appre​ciation to Him for dying for you, give your life to Him from that moment on to serve Him. When you trust Him as your Saviour, the Spirit of God will come in and give you the new birth, the life of God, and you will be made a partaker of God's nature and you will get the mind of Christ. Then tell Him each day,  “Lord, I want You to live Your life through me. Use my mind, my eyes, my ears, my tongue, my hands, and my feet today to meet people's needs and to win their souls for whom You died." He will do it.

God bless you!
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