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Daniel l2:31-45, Revelation 20:4-6

One phrase, more than any other, was on the lips of Jesus: "the kingdom of God." When I first discovered this, I thought that since this was on Jesus' mind more than anything else, I certainly ought to find out all I can about it.

So I began to buy books on the subject of "The Kingdom of God." But it was confusing, because one person said this and another said that, and someone else said another thing. I am not discrediting books. I have a lot of them, but they can be contradictory.

So I took my Bible, used a concordance, and traced that phrase, the kingdom of God, for 3 solid months. I studied every reference carefully in its context, to learn exactly what God says in His Word, and specifically what Jesus said while He was here on the earth. And when I got through, I had a work​ing knowledge of what the Bible teaches about the kingdom of God.

Strong's Complete Concordance is an excellent aid to Bible study. You'll find Scripture references relative to any biblical subject. You'll also under​stand why it takes time to study the Bible.

To give you a proper perspective on the kingdom of God, I want to review briefly the teaching found in Daniel 2:31‑45. It is the account of King Nebuchad​nezzar's vision, with its picture of the succession of world kingdoms from his day until the second com​ing of Christ and the introduction of God's kingdom on earth. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream but didn't remember it, so Daniel, the man of God, was called in to make known the dream and the interpretation.

God revealed the dream to Daniel in prayer. Then Daniel told the king his dream, which was about a great image. The head of gold represented the kingdom at that time, Babylonia. The shoulders and arms of silver were the Medo‑Persian kingdom, which succeeded Babylonia. The belly and thighs of brass represented Greece, the world rulership that was to follow. And finally, the legs of iron, and the feet partly of iron and partly of clay, symbolized the great Roman empire with its iron legions.

Then Daniel continued his explanation. He said that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream a great stone, cut out of the mountain without hands, meaning that it was divine, that no human being had anything to do with it. And that great stone struck the image on its feet, destroying the entire image, reducing it to ashes, and the winds blew it away. Then the stone became a king-dom that covered the entire earth.

Since the days of Rome, God has not allowed any nation to rule the entire world. But the fifth will be the kingdom of God and the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ! He will come again as the smashing stone, to destroy Gentile world dominion and establish the rule of God on this earth. He is coming again and will be the King of kings and Lord of lords.

In Revelation 20:4‑6, the apostle John wrote about the vision God gave to him. He said, "I saw the souls of them who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and for the Word of God [during the Tribulation], and who had not worshiped the beast [the Antichrist] nor his image, and had not received his mark on their fore- heads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finish-ed.  This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. On such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years."

The phrase a thousand years is used six times in Revelation 20:1‑7. We call it a millennium, a word that comes from two Latin words meaning "a thousand years." The Greek has it ta chilia ete. The English has it, "the thousand‑year reign. "Our Lord, when He comes again to destroy Gentile world dominion and establish God's kingdom on this earth, will rule personally for a thousand years from the temple He will build in Jerusalem. Jesus will be the supreme sovereign of this world, and we are going to reign with Him. I tell you, it will be a different world when Jesus comes again.

I cannot go into all the details of the kingdom of God in one message. After I had studied it for 3 months, I tried to reduce it to one message, and it took me 60 minutes just to cover it in a general way. I'll give you some of the tremendous world changes that will take place when Jesus comes again. He will clean up the ruin that man has made because of sin.

War Will Be Abolished

The first thing we learn about the Millennium is that it will be a warless world. War will be banished forever. We read in Isaiah 2:4, "He shall judge among the nations and rebuke many people. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruninghooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore."

Can you imagine what a relief it would be to the nations today if suddenly all the money we are putting into war materiel could be diverted to the blessing of the human race? Well, that's what will happen when Jesus comes again. Annapolis will go out of business. West Point will go out of business. There will be no training centers for soldiers, sailors, marines, coast guard, and the air force. They shall not learn war anymore. War schools will be shut down all over the earth. Psalm 46:9 speaks of our blessed Lord Jesus: "He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth. He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two. He burns the chariot in the fire."

I think it is naive for a politician aspiring to high national office to say, "Elect me, and I will bring about peace." God knows that I am very grateful for our leaders who are trying to prevent war, and I pray for them. God tells us to do it. I am grateful for anyone who is doing anything to help bring about peace. However, nobody but Jesus will be able to do it. He is Sar Shalom, the Prince of Peace.

Righteousness Will Prevail

Today, unrighteousness covers the earth. But when Jesus rules from Jerusalem, righteousness will prevail. Isaiah 11 speaks of Messiah's kingdom: "With righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked" (v.4).

Our Lord will not need any government to help Him in those days. He will not need any police. There won't be any judges and courts. Christ is God. He is sovereign. He knows everything. If anyone kills another or commits any crime, Christ will destroy him. Jesus will slay the wicked with the breath of His lips. Our Lord will do it personally. He will rule

with a rod of iron (Psalm 2:9). All the unrighteous​-

ness today is just the opposite of conditions that will prevail in the Millennium. Criminals will be appre​hended and dealt with severely in that day. 

Righteousness, not iniquity, will abound in Christ's

kingdom.

This will not be a perfect period of time. There will be sin, but Christ will rule with a rod of iron. This is not the eternal age, for everything will be perfect in the eternal age. This is the millennial age, when the curse will be only partly removed; therefore, people will continue to sin. But our blessed Lord will see to it that righteousness and justice prevail for everyone.

The Ferocity of Beasts Will Be Removed

The wild will be tame. In the beginning, Adam named all the animals. God would bring a lion before him, and he would pat the lion on the head and name him. At that time, there were no ferocious animals‑--no wild animals until man became wild.

When Adam sinned, he pulled the animal kingdom down into ruin with him, and the nature of animals was changed. In the profound 8th chapter of the book of Romans, God says that the whole creation groans in pain until now, waiting to be delivered (v.22).

When I watch a television program about animals, and I know that the predator is about to make a kill, I turn the TV off. When I see a cheetah chasing after a deer at about 60 miles an hour, and he overtakes that deer, I can't look at what follows. It makes me sick. "Nature is indeed red in fang and claw." And I realize that it was the human race that brought animal nature down. Lions and leopards and other wild animals are meat eaters because of us. Birds of prey pounce on their victims, tear into them, and destroy them, all because of Adam's sin. But Jesus is going to reverse that.

In Isaiah 11:6‑9 we read, "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb. The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fading together, and a little child shall lead them." Can't you just see a little child with a pink ribbon in her hand, and on the other end of it a lion?

"The cow and the bear shall graze. Their young ones shall lie down together. And the lion shall eat straw like an ox." He will no longer be a carnivore. He will not eat meat. He will not be lurking in the bushes ready to attack his victim. "The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den." The animal kingdom will be delivered when Jesus comes again.

I love this verse: "They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." As the sea basin with its vast recesses is filled with water, so will the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ cover the earth in that glorious day. Today the gospel isn't covering the earth. People are push​ing away the gospel. But in Jesus' kingdom, the gospel will cover the earth. It will be a time of world blessing and revival such as you and I have never dreamed of. People will know the Lord!

Sickness Will Be Diminished

I don't know what the Lord is going to do with cancer and heart attacks and all the diseases that are killing people today, but we read in Isaiah 33:24, "The inhabitant will not say, `I am sick.’” This refers pri​marily to Israel but will undoubtedly be true all over the globe. Although there will be some dying in the Millennium, much of the sickness will be removed from the earth by Christ. Human beings in their nat​ural bodies will enjoy health as never before.

Deserts Will Be Reclaimed

Obviously, during the Millennium--‑when the devil will be bound, when sin will be held down, when there will be no more war, when righteousness pre​vails, when the animal kingdom will be tame, and when sickness will be diminished‑--the population explosion will be unimaginable. Today the statisti​cians are saying that by the year 2000 earth's popu​lation will be around 7 billion people. That's entirely possible if Jesus doesn't come or if a cataclysmic event doesn't occur before that time. Think of the need for more fertile, arable land to grow the food necessary to feed a burgeoning population when Jesus reigns over the earth.

In the Millennium, the deserts of the world will be reclaimed. There are the Gobi and many others. I stood one day on the edge of the Sahara and thought of this Scripture. There are deserts here in our own country. The first time I went through Nevada, I wondered if there was anybody at all out there, for all I saw was desert. God is going to reclaim all the deserts in the Millennium. They will blossom and flourish. We read in Isaiah 35:1‑2, "The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice."

Longevity Will Be Restored

People will live a long, long time. You and I have read in the book of Genesis about people who were long​lived, such as Methusaleh, who lived 969 years. Some people have ridiculed that, but you'd better not laugh about anything the Bible says. The Word of God is absolutely true, and God says that the human lifespan will be increased in the Millennium.

We read in Isaiah 65:20, "No more shall an infant live but a few days." In many places on earth today infant mortality is a tragic thing. But in that day no infants will die. "Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days. For the child shall die one hundred years old." A person who dies at the age of 100 will be con​sidered a mere child. Verse 22 says, "As the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people. "

These are just some of the tremendous world changes that will take place when Jesus returns to this earth and reigns from Jerusalem.

Tribulation Saints Will Be in the Millennium

People who are saved during the Tribulation will hear Jesus say, "Come, you blessed of My Father, and inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda​tion of the world" (Matthew 25:34). While the church is in heaven with Jesus during the Tribulation, some people will be converted on earth. When Jesus returns, He will welcome them‑‑Jews and Gentiles​ in their natural bodies into the Millennium.

In Revelation 7 we read of 144,000 Jews sealed and protected by God from the Antichrist, and a multitude of Gentiles will be saved. These people and their children will be the seed of the leading nations in the Millennium. Jews and Gentiles in their natur​al bodies will propagate children.

We Will Ever Be With Christ

You and I, saved during the Church Age, will come back with Christ in glorified bodies. What will hap​pen to the Christians who will return with Jesus? One of the wonderful things about Christians in that time will be that we will never leave Christ and He will never leave us. "We shall ever be with the Lord" (I Thessal- onians 4:17). Never again will there be separation from Him throughout the ages of eternity.

The Scriptures speak of seven temples. One of these temples is Jesus' body. After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus was recognizable. He was the same Jesus, yet His body was different. When He arose from the dead, He walked through solid rock. Across the door of the tomb was a big stone, which the angel rolled away. But Jesus was already gone. The rolling away of the stone wasn't to let Jesus out; it was to let the disciples in.

He walked right through solid walls and locked doors into an upper room where the disciples were meeting in fear and trembling because of the perse​cution of Christ's followers.

He walked on the Emmaus road with two disci​ples. They invited Him to have a meal with them, not knowing who He was. In His customary way He blessed the bread and broke it, and instantly they recognized Him. But He vanished out of their sight. In His glorified body, He could be in a certain place one moment and somewhere else the next. So will we.

One day He was on the Mount of Olives with His disciples. While they stood watching in astonish​ment, He ascended to heaven. A cloud took Him out of their sight, and He is now in the third heaven where God dwells. He is at God's right hand, ever liv​ing to make intercession for us.

We Will Be Like Christ

We will have a body just like His. We will have a body that can walk through solid rock or locked doors, a body that can vanish and reappear at will, a body that can ride a cloud! God's Word says we'll have a body just like Christ's. Philippians 3:20‑21 says,

"For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change the body of our low estate. " The body we have in this present world is subject to the laws of time and space and is under the condemnation of sin. Christ will change our body, "that it may be fash​ioned like His glorious body. "

A better translation is "like the body of His glory. " Not like the one He had before He died on the cross and rose again, but like the body He had after the resurrection. His body of glory! We now have an earthly body. We are going to have a heavenly body. And when we have a body like Christ's, it will not be subject to the present laws of time and space and sin. Praise God. What a glorious truth!

So we will ever be with Christ, and we will ever be like Christ. Oh, how I look forward to that! Once with Jesus, we'll be with Him forever. The church is unique, according to the Bible, different from people of any other dispensation. Don't ever make the mis​take of confusing Israel with the church nor the church with Israel. That distinction runs all the way through the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. What a joy and privilege to be in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, destined to be with Christ and to be like Christ forever!

Can you imagine that? God comes to us sinners, who are the very opposite of all that He is, thinking and saying and doing things that He despises, revolting to His pure and holy being. And He says, "If you will just want Me, if you will just let Me, I will take you and work on you until one day you will be just like Me, so that you can love in the way that We, the divine Trinity, love. I will make you capable of loving perfectly, as We love." And that is what God is

doing! I say to you that the person who misses this will sob throughout eternity. Our destiny is to be like Jesus!

Like Christ = Like God

I may differ with some of my theological brethren on this portion of Scripture. I am one who takes the Bible for what it says. I study the text to be sure I know what it says. And if this doesn't mean that we're going to be almost God‑like (and I purposely use the word almost), then I don't know what lan​guage means.

It is said that Jesus is the icon, the image of the Father, which means He is exactly like God. Every​thing that God is, Christ is. "In Him [Christ] dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." And in Romans 8:29, the same word icon is used of our like​ness to Jesus: "We shall be conformed to the image of His Son."

According to my understanding of mathematics, things equal to the same thing are equal to each other. If Christ is the icon of God, and we will be con​formed to the icon of Christ, then we are going to be approaching deity! How wonderful and mind‑boggling!

Do you know what the agony of hell will be? When people in hell see the glory of heaven and what Christians will enjoy for eternity, and they missed it, they will gnash their teeth! Jesus said, "There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abra​ham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, and you yourselves thrust out" (Luke 13:28). Lost people will see the saved in glory, and when they realize what they could have had but rejected, that will make hell really hell.

Today people all over the world are grabbing the sinful morsels that the devil is holding out to them,

All the while rejecting the love and majesty and glory of God. What regret will be theirs one day!

No Marriage Among Saints in the Millennium

In Luke 20:34‑36 Jesus said, "The children of this world [unsaved people] marry and are given in marriage. But they who are accounted worthy to attain that world and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage [no marriage]. Neither can they die anymore [no death], for they are equal [in position, in status] to the angels, and are the children of God, being the children of the ressurec- tion. "

Don't believe for a moment that the love we have in this present world will be blotted out. God's Word says that love is as strong as death, neither can the floods drown it (Song of Solomon 8:6‑7). The genuine love that exists between people in this world will undoubtedly be in the next world, but it will be glorified. It will be among all God's saints. It will be like the love that exists between the members of the divine Trinity. Our love will be swallowed up in the greater love of God. We'll be in a land where there is only pure, godly love.

The greatest subject in the Bible is the love of God! I want to tell you something. I have had a little taste of it. When you study your Bible to find out what God says about His love, whatever you have to go through in this world, you'll say it's nothing compared with that which God has prepared for those who love Him.

Our Service Will Be Glorified

We are going to serve the Lord. Our position in the Millennium will be based on our faithful service to Him after we are saved. In Luke 19, our Lord told a parable about a man who gave a pound (a sum of

money) to each of ten servants. One man went out and worked and gained ten times what the master gave him. Then he came back and said, "Master, I worked with the money you gave me, and it has gained ten pounds." And the master said, "Well done, good servant. Have authority over ten cities."

Another servant came back and said, "Master, I didn't work as much, but your pound did gain five." And the master said, "That's good. Have authority over five cities." Ten. Five. They all started with the same amount. The story goes on to tell about the idle servant, and how the most profitable servant was rewarded.

The point I want to make here is about work. A lot of people study grace but don't study work. We should study everything in the Bible. We are saved by grace, never by works‑--that is very clear. But it is also clear that after we are saved we are to work. Jesus said of the woman who anointed Him, "She has done a good work for Me .... She has done what she could" (Mark 14:6,8). Paul wrote, "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Ephesians 2:10). And John recorded these words of Jesus in the last book of the Bible: "My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work" (Revelation 22:12). Not faith, but work will determine our glori- fied service in the Millennium!

If we really believed this, we would work our fingers to the bone for Jesus Christ. We would never let any worldly thing keep us from doing what He wants to do. The job Jesus assigns, we would do with all our heart, because your place and mine in the Millennium is dependent on our works now. Right now you are earning the place Jesus will give you in the Millennium. Christians who are just playing around will not have much of a place in the Millennium.

In Matthew 5:19, Jesus spoke of people who will be least in the kingdom and those who will be greatest in the kingdom. Some people will be VIPs with Christ; others will be less. Those who hear God's Word in the Sermon on the Mount, His precepts, and His command- ments and obey them, and teach others to obey them, will be great in the kingdom. Those who disobey His Word in the Sermon on the Mount and God's command-ments, and teach others to disobey them, will be least in the kingdom.

How To Enter the Kingdom

Your entrance into that thousand‑year reign of Christ, the Kingdom, is determined right now, by the new birth. The Lord's teaching in John 3 is that unless a person is born again, he cannot see the kingdom, and he cannot enter into it. We must determine this side of death whether we will enter the kingdom. Although the kingdom hasn't come yet, I am as good as in the kingdom already, because I have been born again.

The kingdom of God has two aspects: the outward, when Jesus comes again to set up His literal kingdom and rule over this earth, and the spiritual, which is here right now. We enter the kingdom now, by receiving Christ into our hearts and therefore being born into the kingdom. I've been in the kingdom more than 60 years already, and there will never be a time that I won't be. It is spiritual. I haven't yet entered that other aspect, but I will go in because I have been born again.

The greatest gift God gives to a human being is the new birth. When we are born again, God gives us His life. Everybody on earth has temporary human life. But in real salvation, God gives us eternal life when we receive Jesus as our Savior. The Holy Spirit

comes in and brings us divine life. Then we begin to live with the life of God within us, which is uncreated, imperishable life‑--right now!

Some people put so much emphasis on "believing," which of course is important. But the true biblical emphasis is on life. Many people believe but are not born again. In Acts 8:9‑24 we read of a man named Simon who believed and was baptized and continued with Philip. A little later Peter and John, giant spiritual men who were filled with the Holy Spirit, came down from Jerusalem, and they saw that this man had never been saved but was still in the gall of bitterness and bound by iniquity. Yet it is distinctly said that he had believed and was baptized. He had religion; he did not have Christ.

So it is possible for a person to have a certain knowledge of the gospel, to know the answers, and to be able to quote Scripture, without the heart ever having received the life of God. I know that, because I was in that condition from the age of 12 to 20. I was a baptized church member but did not have the life of God. But then I opened my heart to Christ and I was born again. I was sitting on my front porch that day reading about Jesus. I saw that I was a lost soul. I opened my heart to Him, and He came in. He gave me life‑--God's life--‑uncreated life that will never die! I cannot go to hell, because God's life cannot be lost.

The New Birth Guarantees Your Entrance

There's no way that a person who has God's life can be saved today and lost tomorrow. That person has eternal life. The adjective eternal means just that eternal, everlasting, without end. If it were just for a week, it wouldn't be eternal. If it were just for a month, it wouldn't be eternal. If it were just for a year, it wouldn't be eternal. If it were only for a million years, it wouldn't be eternal. Eternal life is forever! And when you are born again, God gives you that life.

Have you been born again? I am not asking you if you are a church member. I am concerned about you. I want you to think deeply about your soul. I see too many people unconcerned‑--and going to hell. In my meetings I am finding so many church members who have discover-ed that they have never been born again.

I am thinking of one woman who heard the message on the new birth. At the close of the service, she came forward, knelt, repented, called on Christ for salvation, and received Him into her heart as her Savior and Lord. She told the audience, "You know my life. You know that I've tried to work my way to heaven. But I realized tonight that working is not the way. Tonight I have really received Jesus and I've been born again."

In another church, among those who came forward at the invitation was a young man with a Bible under his arm. I saw the pastor kneel with him. Later, when they stood up, the pastor put his arm around him and said to the audience, "Friends, I am nonplussed. This man is the president of my Sunday school class." (The pastor had a big class, one of the largest in the city.) "This young man and I have gone out together knocking on doors to talk with people about Jesus and invite them to church. But just now he told me, `I have never been born again. I want to be born again.’” That young man received Jesus and said with a shining face, "Now I am born again."

I was preaching in a football stadium in Virginia. One night when I gave the invitation, one man literally ran across the field and was the first to kneel at

the altar to receive Jesus as his Savior. Personal workers led him to the Lord. The next night he gave his testimony before the entire audience.

He said, "I am a guard at a prison not far from here. I got into an argument with my superior the other day. I became angry and I quit. Last night I was driving by the stadium and heard the music. My curiosity was aroused to know what was going on, but I drove on. Finally I decided to turn back. I parked my car and went up into the stands."

At this point, the man turned and looked at me and said, "You scared the daylights out of me. I found out that I had never been born again. I wanted to be saved, and when you gave the invitation I came down and ran across the field. I wanted to be sure there was room for me. Preacher, thank God, tonight I am saved. I have been born again." He didn't say, "I hope I'm saved," or "I think I might be." He said definitely, "I have been born again."

In that same meeting was a young man who was in charge of the platform‑--the organ, the piano, the songbooks, and all the rest that he had to take care of in case of rain. The opening Sunday night he said to me, "Brother Jess, the millionaire who loaned me the money to start my business will be coming to the meeting. Please pray for him."

I began to pray for this man, and on Tuesday night the young man said, "He has been coming every night. Some of the fellows have been trying to get him to attend a business meeting in the evening, but he told them, `I'm not coming. The biggest business in this city is going on at the stadium.’” Thai millionaire came every night, and on Saturday night when I gave the invitation, he came forward just like any ordinary sinner, knelt, repented of his sins, and accepted Christ. He realized that money could not save him. He had to be born again to enter the king​dom of God!

Have You Been Born Again?

The time to be born into the kingdom of God is now. You are either born again, or you are not. You either possess Christ and the life of God in your heart, or you do not and you are a lost soul. My question to you is, Have you been born again? Have you let God give you the greatest gift He can give you‑--His own life? You can't make it to heaven with the old life. You must be born again.

You say, "Brother Jess, will you tell us how we may know whether or not we've been born again?" Yes. The apostle John laid it out clearly in his first epistle. There are five statements.

1. A person who is born again does not practice sin (1 John 3:9).

It is translated in the King James Version "cannot sin." That has caused a lot of confusion for some people, because Christians do sin. It doesn't mean that a Christian can't sin. It means it is not the usual thing‑--not his way of life.

The classic example is that of a hog and sheep coming to a mud hole. A sheep may accidentally fall in, but he'll get out as quickly as he can and go his way. But when the hog comes to it, he wallows in it. He likes it, because it is his nature. That's the differ​ence between a child of God and an unsaved person.

When a born‑again person falls into sin, he is grieved that he has sinned against the Lord! He wants to get out. He doesn't want to continue in it. He goes immediately to the Lord, confessing, repent​ing, and forsaking that sin. He confesses it to God, and God forgives it (I John 1:9). He wants to be back

in fellowship with his Lord. A born‑again person does not practice sin. A person who lives in continu​al sin hasn't been born again.

2. A person who is born again overcomes the world (I John 4:4).

Many times you can't tell the difference between the average church member and an unsaved person in the way they live. A born‑again person will not live according to the world. "If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (I John 2:15). I am finding a lot of church members who obviously love this world. They haven't been born again.

I went to a barbershop in a city where I was hav​ing a meeting. When I sat in the chair, the barber, who was a member of the church, asked, "Did you see that young man who just left? He is the youth leader in our church." Then the barber said some​thing that may shock you. He said, "When I asked him if he was going to be at the church tonight, he said, `Not me. I'm going to the football game.’” That youth leader didn't have much interest in the souls under his care. You show me a man who is more concerned about sports or lodge or entertainment than he is about the things of God and souls coming to Christ, and I'll show you a worldling. John said it. A born‑again person overcomes the world.

3. A person who is born again loves the brethren (I John 3:14).

A born‑again person loves to be around Christians, loves to share his experience with Christ, loves to sing songs about the Lord, loves to talk about the things of God and the Bible. I know some church members who, if you're out with them and start talk​ing about the things of God, they feel uncomfortable and change the subject. They don't love the precious bond that unites the hearts of Christians. I ask you, How can people live with Christians in heaven if they don't enjoy being with them down here?

4. A person who is born again possesses the Holy Spirit (I John 4:13).

That means he will love the Bible, because the Spirit of God is the Author of the Bible, and He is the only One who can really teach us the Word of God. A per​son who possesses the Holy Spirit will love prayer, for the Spirit makes him want to worship God. He will love souls: "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to Me" (Acts 1:8).

5. A person who is born again loves Jesus Christ (I John 5:1).

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is (Greek, has been and remains) born of God. A born‑again person loves Jesus more than mother or father, sis​ter or brother, son or daughter, houses or lands, or anything else. Jesus is the darling of his heart (and I say that as reverently as I know how to say it). Jesus is more precious to him than anyone or anything else! The Holy Spirit's business is to make Jesus real to the human heart. When you find someone who loves Jesus Christ with a genuine love, you can be sure that it is the work of the Holy Spirit. Nobody loves Christ except by the power of the Holy Spirit.

These are the examination questions. How did you come out on the exam? Did you pass the test? Let's review: Do you abhor sin? Do you overcome the world? Do you love the brethren? Do you possess the Holy Spirit? Do you love Jesus Christ preeminently?

These are the characteristics of a born‑again person. This is God's Word. He alone can tell you whether you've really been born again, whether you've been genuinely saved.

Don't Wait Too Late!

Three weeks after I closed a meeting on a Sunday morning in Alabama, the pastor sent me word that a

17‑year‑old who had accepted Christ in that service was killed in a terrible accident. He said, "Isn't it a glorious thing that he got in just in time!" When I was preaching that morning, I didn't know that the boy would be dead in 3 weeks. And he didn't know he would be dead in 3 weeks. He might have said, "I have all my life ahead of me. I'll probably live to be 60 or 70 or longer." He didn't live even a month. I'll tell you something: He is glad now that he accepted Christ that morning. He received Christ as his Sav​ior‑--just in time! Don't wait too late to be born again.

The day is coming in all of our lives when nothing will matter but the Word of God and Jesus Christ. They go together. He is the living Word. The Bible is the written Word.

I had a dear friend, an outstanding businessman exactly my age, whom I led to Christ in a tent meet​ing. Through the years he walked with God. Every​thing he could do for Christ, he did. The time came when he had to go to Sloan‑Kettering in New York, the most sophisticated center in the world for the treat​ment of cancer. They did what they could for him, but his time was limited and he knew it. And I watched my friend die. At first he was terrified, but he died in perfect victory. It was more like a celebration.

When I visited him day after day and had prayer with him, all he wanted to talk about was death. We talked about victory for a Christian. He would ask me questions about death and dying, and we'd read God's answer from the Word. Day by day my friend lived on the Word of God.

I saw the triumph of the Word in this dear man. I saw cancer erode his life in those 13 months, but I also saw his perfect victory over the fear of death.

At one point, knowing he would die, he said to me, "Jess, nothing matters to me now but the blood of Jesus Christ." Nothing else mattered. He knew he would have to leave his wife, his daughter, his son​-in‑law, his business. He was saying, "Trusting in the blood of Christ for the forgiveness of my sins is all that matters to me now."

My friend, that's all that will matter to every one of us. There is coming a day in your life and mine when nothing will matter but to have Jesus.

I want to ask: Do you have Jesus? If you do, you will live with Him forever‑--first in the Millennium when He reigns on this earth, then throughout the ages of eternity in heaven.

If you don't have Jesus, or if you are not sure of heaven, ask Him right now to be your Savior and Lord. Settle the matter of your soul's salvation today. Tomorrow may be too late.
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