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Romans 3:24

Friends, will you turn with me now to the wonderful chapter 3 of ROMANS, and verse 24, and we are studying again JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, being justified freely, being DECLARED righteous, FREELY, without any cost to us. BY HIS GRACE; God's marvelous FORGIVENESS, through the REDEMPTION that is IN CHRIST JESUS. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, the most wonderful story, the story that made a change in the entire world that is such a blessing now, the very foundation stone of the wonderful Reformation, the foundation stone of early Christianity, SALVATION, as found in the Epistle to the Romans; and in the first five chapters of Romans Paul deals primarily with this tremendous theme that floods his heart---JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.

Meaning of Justification

Now. We have studied the word itself. We found the meaning, back in the early Greek, of dike (pronounced dik‑kay) meaning literally, "divine acquittal, a litigant who is acquitted and declared righteous."

We found the meaning of the word dikaiao to mean "to treat as righteous, but not to MAKE righteous; the verdict of a judge declaring a person as righteous and acquitting him thereby.

Source in Old Testament

We found that Paul got the teaching from the Old Testament, and we find JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH plainly taught us (this wonderful foundation stone of salvation) in Isaiah the Prophet and in the Psalms. Psalm 24:5, "He shall receive a blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation." Righteousness is something RECEIVED. Righteousness is described as REVEALED. God says, "My salvation is gone forth. My righteousness I bring near." So righteous-ness is something described in all these passages as something going forth, projected from God, and coming to men to save them.

God's Righteousness Manifest in Four Forms

Now these passages made a deep impression on Paul. According to Paul (and this is where we get our study today) these passages make the Manifestation of the Divine Righteousness very plain to us, and the Manifestation of the Divine Righteousness takes four forms.

1. In Faithfulness to Fulfill Promises

First of all, FAITHFULNESS with which God fulfills His promises is called the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. Now get that. The righteousness of God manifests itself in God's FAITHFULNESS TO FULFILL HIS PROMISES, and fundamentally, friends, that is the only hope that we have, the only assurance! If you ask me why I am saved today, I'd tell you I am saved because I am standing on the PROMISES of God.

Romans 3:3 and 4. "For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid. Yea, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written, That Thou mightest be justified in Thy sayings and mightest overcome when Thou art judged." Let God be true, but every man a liar. If EVERY MAN tells a lie, God cannot tell a lie.

Time and again in my campaigns I go back in the prayer room to deal with souls and explain the Plan of Salvation; as they pray and call on the Lord and claim Him as their Saviour and as I explain the plan of Justification by Faith (as I'm presenting it to you); when I come to the close, and I say, "Now you want to go out of here knowing you are saved without a shadow of doubt. I want to ask you one question in conclus-ion. Can God LIE?" immediately, instantly, the chorus swells, "NO, GOD CANNOT LIE."

Everybody knows that. Well, if God cannot lie, my friends, then the one who BELIEVES ON JESUS is perfectly safe! Isn't that just as plain as it can be? For God is TRUE, we read in Romans 3:4, and though every MAN is a liar, GOD must tell the truth! God must keep His promises! And GOD SAYS that whosoever believeth in His Son SHALL NOT PERISH, but HAS EVERLASTING LIFE, and God can't lie. So God manifests His divine righteousness in FULFILLING HIS PROMISES.

2. In Punishment of Sin

Now second, God manifests His divine righteousness in the punishment He meets out on SIN, especially the coming great Day of Wrath. We read that in Romans 2:5 (Get it!) "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thy self wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT OF GOD." Notice, God's judgment day will be RIGHTEOUS. There won't be a man or woman or boy or girls who has rejected Christ, forsaken God's Plan of Salvation, refused it, who stands at the Great White Throne Judgment--‑there'll not be a single person but that they'll have to say that God's judgment upon them is RIGHTEOUS. They won't say, "You are not treating me right." God's punishment of sin is a MANIFESTATION OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, and particularly that coming great day of wrath, when God will judge those who have rejected His Son and turned their backs on Him.

Now WRATH is God's reaction, the reaction of divine righteousness, when it comes into collision with sin. God is absolutely righteousness. When He comes in contact with sin, He has got to strike it! He is always at war with sin! And that striking of sin is called wrath. It isn't just something in God that is "angry.” Wrath is divine RIGHTEOUSNESS, coming into collision with SIN, and God must strike it. And God always will, it doesn't make any difference whose life it is. God has to do it. So it is RIGHTEOUS for God to punish sin. Everybody has to say so. It's RIGHTEOUS.

3. In the Death of Christ

Now third, God's divine righteousness is manifested in the death of Christ. When Jesus died on the Cross, the divine righteousness was manifested to the world! We get that in Romans 3, verses 25 and 26, an important passage in God's Holy Word. "Whom God has set forth (that is, Jesus, on the Cross) to be a propitiation (or satisfaction) through faith in His blood, TO DECLARE RIGHTEOUSNESS." God, at the Cross (when He gave Jesus to die) DECLARED HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, "for the remission of sins of the past, through the forbearance of God."

That is an important passage. Now, on a piece of paper, or in your Bible, draw a cross. Now to the left, put the word ADAM. Then to the right, put the word US. All right. Now from Adam to the Cross, there were sinners, but God's Word says that all the blood of bulls and goats CANNOT TAKE AWAY SIN. WHAT can take away sin? ONLY GOD can take away sin, GOD, DYING FOR THE SINNER. That's what happened at the Cross.

So, God's forbearance was manifested FROM ADAM TO THE CROSS. None of those people, back in the Old Testament times, could get their sins taken away, by themselves, or by the blood of bulls and goats. ONLY JESUS could take sin away. Now God was righteous in giving His Son to die for the SINS OF THOSE PEOPLE OF THE PAST, that had accumulated all through the years.

Now how about US, since the Cross? THEY looked FORWARD to the Cross---believers in Old Testament times; but WE look BACK to the Cross. It was at the CROSS that GOD manifested His RIGHTEOUSNESS in the punishment of SIN. You see, to be absolutely RIGHT, SIN has to be punished and LAW has to be carried out, and when God says. "The wages of sin is DEATH," SOMEBODY has got to die! Now my sin demands the death penalty. I have sinned. YOU have sinned. God's law is, "The wages of sin is DEATH." Well, for God to be absolutely RIGHT, somebody has got to DIE. The LAW must be fulfilled perfectly. All right. Well, then, either I have to die and go to hell for my sins and be punished for them, or I have got to find somebody who loves me enough to be punished in my place. Well, God loved us so much that He gave His Son to die for us. And the Son loved us so much, and the Father so much, that He was WILLING to die. And on the Cross was the manifestation of divine righteousness; in that God must always PUNISH SIN. Somebody had to pay, friends, and HE DID IT FOR US. That's the whole story. Isn't that a wonderful statement? A tremendous, tremendous statement.

So (verse 26), "To declare, I say, at this time, His righteousness that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." Translate that, "that HE might be righteous, and yet DECLARE RIGHTEOUS him who believes in JESUS." Why? Because Jesus has ALREADY DIED. And God can righteously pronounce the BELIEVER righteous because the death penalty has been satisfied by the Lord Jesus! The wages of our sin--‑which is DEATH‑--HAS BEEN PAID! CHRIST HAS DIED, in OUR PLACE, and God is RIGHTEOUS to forgive us when we claim JESUS dying in our place. He would be unrighteous if he DIDN'T do it, because our sins are already paid for.

So, the Cross of Jesus was a manifestation of the divine righteousness, that GOD MUST BE RIGHTEOUS IN PUNISHING SIN. He IS righteous, and sin must be punished. That ought to bring terror to an unbeliever's heart, friends, because if you shut JESUS out of your life, YOU are going to have to pay. YOU are going to have to pay for your sin, in hell forever. Somebody has got to die for sins, and you'll either accept JESUS or you'll have to die.

Here is a poem I picked up‑--I don't even know who wrote it--‑but, my, it tells about the Cross, about Jesus, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.

And the torrents of His passion, deep and fierce above Him roll,

And the rivers of transgressions overwhelm His human soul,

Sins unknown, sins unimagined, sins by day and sins by night,

Sins of blackest outer darkness press upon His purest sight.

Sins since o'er the eastern portal first the cherub waved his sword,

To the last that shall be written, e'er the coming of the Lord."

Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world. Think about the millions who lived before the Cross. Think about the two and a half BILLIONS of people on the earth today. JESUS paid for all their sins, for every individual person. But that atonement is no good to the individual person UNTIL he claims it! Think about all the sins that went over Jesus' soul, sins unknown, sins unimagined, sins by day and sins by night, sins of blackest outer darkness, pressed upon His purest sight! Yes, the Lamb of God taketh away the sin of THE WORLD! The WORLD'S sin! I like that line: "Sins since o'er the eastern portal first the cherub waved his sword." That means sin from Adam to the last man e'er the coming of the Lord. JESUS PAID FOR THEM ALL. The rivers of transgression overwhelmed His human soul. I wrote down at the bottom that passage in Colossians, "He hath blotted out the handwriting of ordinances against us, NAILING THEM TO HIS CROSS." He blotted them all out!

4. In Forgiveness of Repentant Sinners

And then, finally, the divine righteousness was manifested in God FORGIVING' THE REPENTANT SINNER. The death of Christ was a SACRIFICE, and acts as a Mercy Seat, a place of propitiation, a haemesteria, by which the righteousness of God can go forth and embrace all believers. Isn't that a wonderful statement? God can treat every guilty sinner, who believes in Jesus, AS THOUGH he were righteous!

Well, there we have it. Let me sum it all up:

The divine righteousness is manifested in the faithfulness with which God fulfills His promises.

The divine righteousness was manifested in God's punishment upon sin, especially that coming great day of wrath.

God's divine righteousness was manifested in the death of Christ, when He gave His Son to die for the sins of the whole world from Adam's time down to the last person that shall ever live. Every person's sin has potentially been paid for and been settled, if they'll only claim it. It is no good if they don't claim it; it IS good if they claim it.

Finally, God's righteousness is mani​fested in God forgiving the repentant sinner who believes in His Son.

If you haven't yet accepted the Son, go alone right now and say, "Oh, God, be merciful to me a sinner. You have already had mercy in that You gave Jesus to die for me, and I am now CLAIMING Your righteousness. I am CLAIMING Your verdict of acquittal. I am CLAIMING Your justification, Your justifying me, Your declaring me righteous, as I simply come with faith. Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to the Cross I cling. I bring only my faith, my trust, and my love. I love You, Lord, and I love Your Son, and I'll trust You to take care of me in life and death and bring me to heaven. I'll trust Your promise. I'll rest in Your promise, knowing that You are right​eous to FULFILL Your promise that God is true though every man is a liar."

Will you do that? I hope you will. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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