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Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Judges, the 6th chapter, and we are studying to​day a wonderful thing, and that is God's man Gideon and why God used Gideon. Now in so doing we find out why God uses anyone. We find out the CALL of God. We find out how God leads out toward a man. We find out how a man responds to God's call. So let's take for our study today "The Man Whom God Uses"---the man whom God blesses and uses.

Now remember that Israel had done evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord judged Israel by raising up the Midianites against them to take them captive for seven years. Then when they cried to the Lord in the midst of their agony, God answered by sending a prophet unto them and told them, "You are in your trouble because you disobeyed God." He analyzed their trouble. He told them what was wrong---AND the way back! Then, in answer to their cry, God sent the angel of the Lord down to Gideon. There he was, threshing wheat, a very humble man he was, and the angel told him of the call of God.

The angel appeared to Him and said, "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor." Now that is a wonder​ful thing. Gideon wasn't a mighty man of valor. Gideon was a very humble man. So the first thing we learn about the call and blessing of God is HIS GRACE. The grace of God! Now God's grace is undeserved. Gideon wasn't expecting to be a deliverer. He didn't know that he was going to deliver Israel. All of a sudden, here is Gideon, going about his usual duties, and the angel of the Lord appears unto him saying, "The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valor!" Gideon said unto him, "O my lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this be​fallen unto us? Where be all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from the land of Egypt? But now the Lord hath forsaken us and de​livered us into the hands of the Midianites."

All that shows that Gideon was not expecting deliverance at all, much less expecting to be the God-called de​liverer! But, God called him! That is GRACE. Grace means, "undeserving,” not of ourselves, totally of GOD.

Now SALVATION is by God's grace. If you love God today, it is not be​cause you loved Him first. It didn't come of you. It wasn't born of you. It was born of God. "We love Him," said John in First John, "because He first loved us." So it is the GRACE of God.

In Ephesians 2 God paints the pic​ture of a dead soul, walking in tres​passes and sins, walking according to the course of this world, obedient to the prince of the power of the air, doing the desires of the flesh and mind and by nature a child upon whom God's wrath is abiding. Well, how can such a person be saved? He is said to be "dead" spiritually, dead in trespasses and sins. How can a dead man live? Of himself? Oh, no. He can only live by a command of the Creator, Who commands life!

And Paul gives us that thought when he says, "God Who commanded light to shine in darkness, has shined in our hearts the illumination of the knowl​edge of the glory of God, in the Face of Jesus." God, Who commanded light to shine in darkness, has shined in our HEARTS! He goes back to Genesis where everything is chaotic and dark, and God spake and said, "Let there be light,” and there was light! Paul said that is what GOD DOES in a darkened MIND and darkened SOUL, a soul DEAD in trespasses and sins, in total darkness, spiritually; dark to God and heaven and salvation and Christ and eternal life, to sin and its consequences. GOD SPEAKS---"Let there be LIGHT"---and there is light! THAT IS THE GRACE OF GOD. We are all thrown back on that.

So, when Paul paints that picture in Ephesians 2 of a lost soul and says, "Being by nature children of wrath, even as others," he then says, "BUT GOD. . ." Your condition WAS a state of SPIRITUAL DEATH; "BUT GOD, being RICH IN MERCY, for His GREAT LOVE wherewith He loved us, HATH QUICKENED US---made us ALIVE---together with Christ." That is, out of death. He called us from death to LIFE. SALVATION is noth​ing less than calling the DEAD to LIFE. It is nothing less than THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. Now that is the GRACE of God, the grace of God in SALVATION.

Now the grace of God in the divine call of deliverers, the divine call of preachers, is found here. Men do not "call" themselves. The Call comes from GOD! Now when God called Gideon, Gideon ANSWERED.

There are certain elements in his answer that we must find IN OUR​SELVES if we are to have the bless​ings of God, for Gods is calling people today, calling all to salvation and all to service and all to witness. Every​one of us is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, among all the nations. God has commanded the obedience of FAITH among all nations, to be preached. That is, ALL PEOPLE are to obey God by putting their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and "all nations" includes every human being.

But God also calls to SERVICE, when you accept Jesus as your Sav​iour. He calls you to serve HIM. Now there were certain elements in the character of Gideon that permitted God to use him in such an amazing way as the deliverer of Israel out of the hands of the Midianites.

Gideon was Humble

The first element we find in the character of Gideon that God could bless was his utter HUMILITY. He cried to the Lord when the Lord spoke to him. He didn't just say, "All right, Lord, I'm ready to go! I'm your man." No, he didn't. He said, "Why then has all this happened to us, Lord? Where are Your miracles, if You are really with us? And wherewith shall I save Israel? How am I going to save Israel? I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor, and I am the least in my father's house." There we have HUMILITY, and that is the first, ab​solutely the FIRST, qualification a humble person.

Jesus said on one occasion, in pray​er, "I thank Thee, Father, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes." He was not talking about physical babes but spiritual babes, men and women who recognize that when it comes to the spiritual realm we are nothing but babes. We never graduate. We never get a PhD in spirituality. No man can say, "I am a master at prayer, a master of the Word of God, a master at soul ​winning, a master in God's work."

As the days have gone by in my Christian life I have felt more and more how absolutely a failure I am in this business of GOD’S WORK. Oh, to be sure-don't misunderstand me​ I rejoice in the way God has blessed, the souls that have come to Christ, the lives that have been changed. I re​joice in that. It is the sweetest part of life. But, my friends, no man has ever been what he ought to be. That is my feeling today. That's the way everyone should feel---humility in the Presence of God.

At the burning bush, God said to Moses, "Take the shoes from off thy feet, for the ground on which thou standest is Holy Ground." And in this matter of GOD, and His WORK, and the KNOWLEDGE of God and knowl​edge of spiritual things, WHAT MAN can say, "I can keep the shoes on my feet. I can stand on equal footing with God?" No man can! It is Holy Ground.

Gideon was used of God because he was a humble man. And God's Word says, "Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God and He will exalt you in due time." One reason God can​not exalt us in spiritual things is that we are not humble enough. Let's re​member that. HUMILITY.

Gideon Believed God

The second thing that we read is that Gideon BELIEVED WHAT GOD SAID. Now these words, "Why . . . Where . . . Wherewith", do not imply that Gideon DOUBTED God. He never did doubt God. He didn't see God mov​ing; but God COULDN'T move be​cause of the sins of Israel. But Gideon believed the history of his fathers who taught him that God wrought miracles in their midst. He believed in the mighty deliverance from Egypt, how God led His people out with a strong arm and defeated an entire nation in order to bless His people. He believed the Word of God and the truths about God that he knew. He lived up to the light that he had. He was a man of faith. He didn't disbelieve God. And when God appeared to Him he BE​LIEVED what God said, and he fol​lowed through. And that is what you and I will do, friends, if we really love the Lord.

Gideon said (verse 17) unto the angel of the Lord, "If now I have found grace in thy sight, then show me a sign that thou talkest with me." He wanted a sign. He wanted a defi​nite heavenly sign to substantiate that he was indeed called of God. Now I like that, because I have never be​lieved that faith is "a leap in the dark," as somebody has said. Faith is NOT a leap in the dark. There is nothing SURER than faith. And when you and I are in the will of God we can EX​PECT SIGNS from God to show us that we ARE in His will. In other words, if I felt that I was being call​ed to preach and no doors opened to me, I wouldn't believe that I was call​ed; I would believe that I had missed God's call. I believe that when God calls a man He will open doors. I be​lieve that when God calls a man He will give him somebody to speak to; to preach to, if He has called him to be a preacher. If He has called a man to be a missionary the doors will be opened. If He has called a woman to be a godly housewife and homemaker to raise children, she will see success in her life and ministry and influence for Christ. Or, a Sunday School teacher---any of the calls of God. They are varied.

This man Gideon was HUMBLE and he BELIEVED GOD. So the two first elements were that he had humility; he was a humble man. He wasn't proud of himself or of his spiritual attainments, or any attainments. He was a humble man. God says that Moses was the meekest man on the face of the earth! I wonder if that is one of the reasons that God used Moses in such a marvelous way. I wonder if it isn't also the reason why He CAN'T use some of the rest of us, as He used these holy men of old and some men today, because they are humble and give God all the glory. Oh, may God have ALL the glory for any blessing He has brought to any heart through this broadcast or through our teaching or preaching any​where! I want GOD to have ALL the praise, all the honor, and all the glory! Because it isn't IN MAN to bless any​body with spiritual blessings. Spiritual blessings come from God.

Then this man Gideon BELIEVED GOD, and acted on his belief when he asked God for a sign!

Gideon Gave an Offering to God 

The third element in the character of Gideon that God could bless was that he was a man who gave God an offer​ing. Verse 18. "Depart not, hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee and bring forth my present (that word literally is "meat offering") and set it before thee." And the angel said, "I will tarry."

When Gideon SAW God, he wanted to GIVE God something! That is the sign of a heart that knows God. God gives us things. When you love some​body you like to give things to them. You just love to do it, not that you want to get anything back. You are not seeking for anything back. You love them, and it is the character of love to want to give, to want to give itself and give good things to them who are the object of its love. That is the character of God. Jesus said, "If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, HOW MUCH MORE shall your Heavenly Father give good things to them that ask Him." A father loves to give good things to his children. Why? Because he LOVES his children. And when you love people you love to give them presents, give them offerings, give them things.

Now beloved, IF WE LOVE GOD, we will give God things! And the first thing we'll give Him is OURSELVES. "First they gave themselves to the Lord," we read in the New Testament. Then we'll give Him of our TIME; we'll take time for His Word and prayer and service. We'll give Him our TALENTS, the talents He has given us. We'll give them back to Him in service. We'll give Him of our SUB​STANCE; we'll give Him our tithes and offerings to help Him carry on His work. When we love God we will give Him a present! Gideon said, "I want you to wait until I bring a present for the Lord." God expects that those who love Him will bring Him a pres​ent---not because He NEEDS the present, but because He knows that IF WE LOVE HIM the result will be GIVING. We will be giving HIM things, even as He gives to us.

Well, beloved, are these elements in our character today? Let us check our lives to see if we really LOVE GOD. If we do, certain things will be true in our lives, things that He can USE and BLESS, to His Name's honor and glory. How God is dealing with you today as an individual may depend on how you are dealing with God.
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