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Ephesians 3:14
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I am finding some wonderful things in the Book of Ephesians these days. Today I have only a few minutes to speak to you, but I want to speak on a tremendous theme. I want to speak to you on The Love of Christ, that passeth knowledge.

Here in Ephesians, chapter 3, Paul makes a prayer. In verse 14, he says, "For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family of heaven and earth is named; that He would grant you according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; and that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com​prehend with all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height and to know the LOVE OF CHRIST which passeth knowledge, that ye might be FILLED with all the FULLNESS OF GOD."

My friends, that is a wonderful, won​derful statement. As you read in the Book over and over again (as I have been reading it and studying it, that it might COME INTO MY MIND) it is interesting how certain texts will leap out and grip your mind.

That expression got hold of my heart: "The Love of Christ, that passeth know​ledge." "That you may KNOW the Love of Christ." That means, that you may EXPERIENCE that Love of Christ that passeth knowledge.

"The LOVE of Christ." What a won​derful expression!

There are three things in this prayer that Paul made for the Ephesians, and of course, that prayer is for every one of us. Here we have "God's family." He said, "I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family of heaven and earth is named." God has a FAMILY. I'm so glad I am a member of that family.

Three things God wants His children to have: First of all, He wants us to have strength to meet every situation of life. We have that in verse 16: " . . . that He would grant you accord​ing to the riches of His glory TO BE STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT, by His SPIRIT in the inner man." The mail that comes to my desk reveals that all of us need STRENGTH. We need strength, and we need it anew everyday.

We run out of it. We just don't get it and keep it; we use it up, and we have to come to God everyday to be streng​thened with might, by His Spirit, in the inner man. That means STRENGTH for every emergency of life. That means in a time of bereavement. It means in a moment of physical pain, and in other kinds of testings. God wants every child in His family to have strength adequate for every situation.

The next thing the Lord wants us to have is daily, constant, unbroken FEL​LOWSHIP WITH CHRIST. That is won​derful, that CHRIST may dwell in our hearts! That means the conscious Presence of Jesus. That means the daily, constant, unbroken, known fellowship with Jesus Christ, to KNOW Christ in a real and vital experience moment by moment, to have the LORD very near to your heart! That's what God wants every member of His family to have. STRENGTH to meet every situation, and then conscious FELLOWSHIP with Christ, looking into His Face.

Then the third thing He wants us to have is the KNOWLEDGE of the LOVE OF CHRIST, "which passes all human knowledge." You say, "That seems to be a contradiction." No, you CAN "know" the love of Christ, but you can never EXPERIENCE ALL of its GLORY and DEPTH. It is too GREAT. It is TOO WONDERFUL! Its length. Its breadth. Its depth. Its height. The Love of Christ is TRE​MENDOUS. You can go out yonder and scoop up a little bucket full of ocean water. It is truly ocean water; but you have not taken the WHOLE OCEAN in that bucket! And the LOVE OF CHRIST that you and I experience here and now, that LOVE OF JESUS for us (and that's what he means; not OUR love for HIM) HIS love for us we can never know fully, here and now! Paul is saying, "I want you to EXPER​IENCE the Love of Christ, though it is impossible for you to take it all in! It is impossible for even God to let you know, now, HOW MUCH Jesus loved you.,,
I made an experiment not long ago when I was in a certain city broadcast​ing every morning at 8:45. I spoke for five consecutive days on "The Love of God." It got a tremendous reaction, and I praise Him for it. The LOVE of God! I don't think people REALIZE the Love of God. Many do not realize God LOVES at all. But I tell you, it is a wonderful thing to experience it.

On a Sunday morning I was awaken​ed at 1:15 (I remember it very clearly: my watch was there by the telephone beside the bed). The telephone rang and when I picked up the receiver, over the line came the voice of a man. He said, "I heard you preach over the radio this morning and you said something that got hold of my heart. I am an alcoholic. I am sitting here right now with cans of beer all around me, just drinking beer, drinking beer, just drink​ing beer. I have been so miserable. At one time I thought about being a preacher and I went a year to a certain college, but I let alcohol get hold of me. I am known to be the drunkard in this city. I just drink all the time. I have been SO MISERABLE. I've got a gun right here. I was thinking a few minutes ago, that I've been so miserable and have walked so far away from God, and have lost everything, that I’ve been thinking about taking my life. But I realize that wouldn't do; that wouldn't work. I thought I'd call you and talk to you. I'd like to see you and talk to you."

Then he began to talk about his dad and mother. You know, when men get away from God, they not only think about God, the godly life, they think of their dad and mother who wanted better things for them. And it breaks the heart and crushes the mind, to real​ize you have failed the aspirations of a dad and mother, have been untrue to their raising, and so on, as well as FAILING GOD.

Then he said, "You know, people kick me around a lot. Nobody has very much sympathy with me. I can under​stand that. But you said something this morning on the radio that touched my heart."

I said, "What was it?"

He said, "You said this morning that GOD LOVES ME ... GOD loves ME?" I said, "Yes, God does love you! God loves you SO MUCH, that He didn't hesitate to give His Son to die for you. There was the PROOF that GOD LOV​ED you. God SO LOVED YOU that He gave His only begotten Son, and if you BELIEVE in Him, you will not perish but have EVERLASTING LIFE." And I said, "If you'll CALL on Him, and ask Him to SAVE you, He'll save you, deliver you, will give you His strength, His power, His victory over drink, HIS JOY, His salvation."

Friends, I pray that the truth of God that came into his heart through that radio broadcast became real and vital to him, that he now knows "THE LOVE OF CHRIST," how much Jesus LOVES him, that Jesus GAVE HIS LIFE FOR Him.

May YOU experience it, too! "The LOVE of CHRIST." Think about that all day today, will you?
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