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Hebrews 10:25

We are taking up again today a stu​dy of "The Lord's Day," and what an important study it is.

There are many things called "the Lord's." The Lord's DAY carries with it the sense of possession: the day that BELONGS peculiarly to the LORD. It is the first day of the week. It is Sun​day. It is not said in Scripture that Monday is the Lord's Day. Nor Tues​day, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday or Saturday. Saturday, under the Old Testament Dispensation, was given to the Jews. The Gentiles were never given the Sabbath. It was a day of rest for the Jews, Savath meaning "rest." The Sabbath never was the first day of the week, and it never will be. The Sabbath was Saturday, given to the Jews and never given to the Gentiles. So to call Sunday "the Christian Sab​bath" is an error. The Lord's Day means that the day belongs to the Lord. It is a day that the Lord possesses. It belongs to the Lord, the Master, and the Lord Jesus Christ. John, in Revelation 1:10 says he was in the Spirit "on the Lord's Day," the first day of the week. In the New Testament, the first day of the week became the one particular, peculiar day when Christians wor​shipped the Lord, in a different and more complete way than they worship​ped Him on Monday, Tuesday, Wednes​day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

Now EVERY day is holy to a Chris​tian. Let that be said once and for all. No Christian is going to say, "Well, I can have the Lord's Day for my day of worship and living right, but after that day is over, I can cheat in business or cheat on my wife or I can lie or steal or gamble or do these other ugly things. Then when Sunday, the Lord's Day, comes around I can put on Sun​day clothes and a pious air." No, the Christian is going to LIVE THE SAME WAY all through the week as he does on the Lord's Day. The only difference is that the Lord's Day is the day given up to intensive observation of this day as being HIS DAY.

Now let's recapitulate for just a moment about the Lord's Day.

1. It is NOT the Sabbath Day.

2. It is not "The Day of the Lord" mentioned in Scripture.

3. It is a day of twenty-four hours duration.

4. It is the first day of the week, which is Sunday.

5. It is the LORD'S, which means it belongs to the Master.

6. It is a day especially sacred and holy to His servants, His people. 

With Other Christians

Now let's look for a moment and see what GOD has to say about His Day. It is a day when His people ASSEMBLE TOGETHER. In Hebrews 10:25 we read, "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together," speaking of Christians. We are to encourage one another, and so much the more as we see the Day approaching---the Day of Christ's Return. So Christians are to come together on Sunday. Even in the New Testament Scriptures they were to come together and encourage one another in the Faith. That is an im​portant thing.

I find so many Christian people who are trying to be Christians but who are living worldly lives. And they are un​happy! The reason is that they have MORE FELLOWSHIP with the world than they have with their fellow Chris​tians. The Christians in the early church came together. They encourag​ed one another by their prayers and fellowship and reading of the Scrip​tures If we did that again, what a dif​ference there would be in the Christian church! If Christians would get to​gether, and not talk about boats and everything under the sun foreign to spiritual things, what a difference there would be. One of the temptations facing Christians today is the ever increasing "call to relaxation." Instead of putting their extra time into cre​ative things, it is being put into mere pleasures, that are WEAKENING and that lead to SIN and to the things of the WORLD.

Now I am not suggesting going back to slavery days. I AM suggesting that we do what the New Testament Chris​tians did: they assembled together, and they read the Scriptures and they pray​ed and helped carry on the work of their MASTER. So the LORD'S Day is the day when His people assemble to​gether and remember HIM. Paul writes to the Corinthians (First Corinthians, chapter 16) and says, "When you gath​er together on the first day of the week . . ." obviously for worship of the Master, and they read the Scrip​tures and prayed together and encour​aged one another and carried on the work of God. So the Lord's Day is the day when Christians, the people who BELONG to the Lord, assemble to​gether.

       With Christ

Not only that, but they assemble to​gether WITH CHRIST. This is some​thing many people do not realize: that JESUS is in the assembly of the saints! In Revelation 2 and 3 we read that our Lord walks up and down in the midst of the churches. Every time your church services convene, every time there are but two or three Chris​tians gathered together in His Name, JESUS IS THERE IN THE MIDST. He says so in the Scriptures. That is not something you pray for. It is not something you hope for. Jesus said He WOULD BE wherever two or three Christians gather together, to talk about Him, to worship Him, to love Him, to honor Him, to carry on His work. JESUS - in the midst!

Then
think what
a Christian MISSES, if he goes off fishing on Sun​day or playing golf or boating or riding horses or doing these thousand other things on the Lord's Day. They SAY they are Christians---I am not one to judge them---yet they make it a holiday instead of the day when they assemble together with other Christians to carry on the work of the Lord.

The other day I was sitting at a table with a man (I was a guest in his home), and he told me this story. He said, "You see that tree out there in the front yard?" I said, "Yes." He said, "I used to go fishing on Sunday after I was saved, and I felt condemned about it. One Sunday morning I was waiting at six o'clock for a man to pick me up and take me fishing with him. It was misting rain a little bit, and I was standing at the foot of that tree, and my dog was frisking around be​side me. I was going to go fishing in​stead of to God's House. My wife came to the door and said, `You come back in here!' Then she turned around and went back to bed. At that very moment I had a terrible premonition to get out of that place. I took three leaps and hit my steps, and as I did a bolt of lightning struck the very spot where I had been standing. I looked around and there was that dog enveloped in a ball of fire, in the very spot where I had been standing a moment before. I went into the house, and my wife and I cried and prayed the rest of that day."

There I was, a guest in that man's home. Believe me, he is not out fishing on the Lord's Day! He is one of the finest Christians in that church. He is not doing anything else that he thinks is displeasing to the Lord, His Master. He realizes he could have been burned to death in a moment, but God saved his life for a reason.

You say, "Does God do things like that?"

Well, God did that. That isn't any idle dream. There sat his wife who bore witness to the whole story.

The Lord's Day is for the LORD, not a time to go fishing and enjoy the pleasures of the world. Sunday isn't a holiday; it is the LORD'S Day. It is the Master's Day. It is for those whose lives are "mastered by the Master." 

With Angelic Spirits

We also assemble together with "an​gelic spirits." Paul in Corinthians speaks of the "angels" that assembled with the Christians in the early church, and they haven't changed; they are still there. Angelic spirits and the Lord Himself are in our assemblies on the Lord's Day. Now these things are un​real to some, because Christians today are not STUDYING the Word of God, as they should.

The Object of Assembling

Now what is the OBJECT of the Lord's Day? Why is it called the Lord's Day? Why do Christians come together and worship the Lord on Sunday, the day that is peculiarly "His?"

First of all, we come together to honor and worship JESUS CHRIST. To honor and worship HIM! A man sitting and looking at television on the Lord's Day is not worshipping the Lord. Christians assemble together to honor and worship Christ, to com​memorate His RESURRECTION---His death, burial and resurrection for our SINS. We think of His Cross. We think of His Resurrection. We think of Him LIVING at God's right hand. We honor and worship our Master.

Second, it is a time of GIVING THANKS. We are to give THANKS for our salvation that He has given to us. Thanks-giving! How can we FAIL to give thanks to God!

Third, it is a time of the observance of the Lord's Supper. When the early Christians gathered together on the Lord's Day, it was a time of the ob​servance of the Lord's Supper. They observed that meal, if you please, with broken bread representing His broken body and the wine representing His spilled blood. Among the most sacred times we had in our church were the moments when we observed the Lord's Supper. God was peculiarly there! Jesus was there. SOULS were fed. Let me say something to you. You'll LOSE something in your soul if you miss the Lord's Supper.

Fourth, it was a time of the reading and learning of the Sacred Scriptures. We learn from the New Testament writings that on the Lord's Day they gathered together and the SCRIP​TURES were read, and they discussed God's Word and what the Master want​ed them to do. That is what WE are to do. The reason people don't know what God wants them to do today is that they do not know the Scriptures. Why are so many children growing up to​day not knowing the Scriptures? It is because the Lord's Day is DESECRAT​ED, not used for the prime purpose of learning the Sacred Scriptures. Is there any man living who can say, "I know ENOUGH of the Bible; I know TOO MUCH of the Bible"? Friends, the Lord's Day is a time for learning the Sacred Scriptures.

When you fail to assemble with oth​er Christians on the Lord's Day you fail to honor and worship the Lord Jesus who died for your sins. You fail to honor the great Saviour! You dishonor the Son of God. You dishonor the Lord. You are not giving THANKS to Him, not going to His House to thank Him for His goodness to you. If you fail to observe the Lord's Supper you have lost something for Eternity. If you fail to learn the Scriptures, how are you going to live a life pleasing to God? It is impossible.

God help us, if we have been desec​rating the Lord's Day, to repent of it and put the LORD and His Day first in our lives.
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