THE LORD’S DAY-I
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Now I want to speak to you on the subject, "The Lord's Day." I want you to listen very carefully.

The other day in a revival meeting in a certain city we had a unified serv​ice, meeting with the combined Sun​day School and Church on Sunday morning. It was hot weather. It was summertime. And somehow the unsaved and the unenlisted were not there. I had found out why after the meeting. Generally we have a tremendous vic​tory at that time, usually 25 or 30 souls coming to Christ in the unified service on the final Sunday morning. The preacher said to me in his study, "The people who needed to be reach​ed were not here. Haven't you read in the newspaper about the beauty queen, and the boats and a big to-do out on the lake?" Well, that evening as I sat at my meal I saw them coming back home. Passing by the hotel were auto​mobiles with boats being pulled behind. And I thought, "Today is supposed to be the LORD'S day." Friend, that is the trouble today: Jesus is NOT LORD of our lives.

I was talking with a young man the other day who said to me, "Why don't things work out for me as they ought to work out?" I said, "Well, have you ever surrendered everything TO JESUS?" Things didn't work out for ME till I surrendered everything to Jesus. Things are not going to work out RIGHT for anybody, till they sur​render to the Lord Jesus Christ.

One trouble today is that we have forgotten that JESUS MUST BE LORD. We have forgotten that when we accepted Christ as our Saviour we accepted Him also as LORD. He is not going to be your Saviour without being your Lord, too. You can't have Christ as your Saviour and not have Him as the Master of your life. To accept Christ as SAVIOUR is to accept Him as LORD at the same time, that is, that He is the Master of your life and that you are His servant.

I know a church that has had an average Sunday School attendance of around 1025 in the fall that dropped the other summer-Sunday to 750. That is a general thing. Preachers are tell​ing me that everywhere I go.---What is the matter? People are making the LORD'S Day---a holiday! The Lord's Day---a holiday! That is what they are doing. Now listen to me, friends. The Lord's Day is a very SERIOUS thing. I want you to think with me about it. In Revelation 1:10, John (on the Isle of Patmos to receive God's Word) says, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day."

Notice that expression:  "THE LORD'S DAY." What does it mean? It does NOT mean the "Sabbath" Day.  I hear so many people, even preachers and Sunday School teachers and other informed people talking about the first day of the week, Sunday, as being the "Sabbath.” Beloved friend, there hasn't been a Sabbath for 2,000 years. The Sabbath ENDED with the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ and will not begin until that Millennial Sabbath, according to the teaching of the Bible, the Word of God. The word "Sabbath" means Saturday, and literally the Hebrew word Savath means "rest.” The chil​dren of Israel were to REST on the Sabbath Day. It was given by God as a mercy to them. Even the animals were to rest. The people themselves were to rest. Originally the Sabbath was not a time purely of worship; it was a time mostly for REST. The word "Sabbath" is Saturday. It was NEVER Sunday. It never has been and it never will be. Saturday was the Sabbath of the JEWS under the Old Covenant. We are living in the New Covenant, under the Gos​pel. The day has been changed in the pages of the New Testament to a day of worship, THE LORD'S DAY.

Not only that, but the Sabbath has been superseded. In the Book of Colossians Paul warns the people about going back to the observance of days and particularly the Sabbath Day. The LORD'S Day is the FIRST day of the week, or Sunday. The SABBATH was Saturday, the day when the children of Israel rested. The Sabbath was never given to the Gentiles. The Gen​tiles were never given the Law. The Law was given to the Jews. The New Testament supersedes the Old Testa​ment, according to the Scriptures.

The Lord's Day does not mean "The Day of the Lord." "The Day of the Lord" is an expression used of the coming of JUDGMENT when God is going to take over in JUDGMENT. It is a lengthy period of time, not twenty-four hours. God is going to begin and complete His cleaning up of the present heaven and earth. It involves the de​struction, even, of the heavens and the earth and the creation of a new heav​ens and a new earth, the return of Jesus, and the separating of the wheat and tares (God's people from the un​godly) and the unsaved being cast into fire. It is the coming time of terrific judgment. So The Lord's Day is not to be confused with "The Day of the Lord."

What DOES the Lord's Day mean? First of all, the Lord's Day is a day of twenty-four hours duration. Secondly, it is the first day of the week or Sun​day. Third, it is THE LORD'S; and the word LORD means MASTER. Trans​lating it accurately (what it meant to a Christian back yonder in the New Testament days) we would call it "The Master's Day." The MASTER'S? Yes. LORD means MASTER. And that means He is the Master of my life, and whatever He saith I am going to DO. I am to be concerned with what JESUS wants me to do, not what I want to do, or my wife wants me to do, or my children want me to do, or any​body else---just what MY MASTER wants me to do. The early Christians gave their lives to do what Jesus wanted  them to do, rather than do what the reigning Caesars and the pub​lic did.

Today you cannot tell any difference between a so-called Christian and a worldling. I was riding down the street the other day to pick up my daughter and her children, and walking down the street was a girl who couldn't have been over nineteen years of age in a scanty bathing suit, a very voluptuous​ looking person. I tell you, men were driving by and they were gazing at that girl, and my heart sank within me. I said to myself, "We are headed for the days of Noah." No wonder there are rapes and murders and attacks and all these horrible things that are going on. Yet I dare say that if you were to ask that girl, she would not only BE OFFENDED that you thought she was in a disgraceful attire, but she would probably tell you she is a church mem​ber! A child of God will not parade herself like that---not a real Christian girl who knows the Master. No, the Bible says women are to dress them​selves with sobriety and modesty. To​day many women don't know what the word modesty means; it isn't in their vocabulary any longer. Yet if you stand up as a Christian preacher, and preach from the BIBLE, women will rebel against it! If a person rebels against God's Word, there is little I can do about it; it is my business to be FAITHFUL TO GOD and to SOULS. Somebody said to me the other day, "You don't expect to change them, do you?" I said, "Not many of them. But I expect GOD'S WOMEN, holy women, women who pray and read the Bible and love the Master, to listen to His Word---not to me, but to HIS WORD. For we are all going to MEET the Master---THE LORD---one of these days." So "The Lord's Day" means "The Master's Day."

Next, it is a day especially sacred and holy to His SERVANTS! The word Master implies that He has some SER​VANTS, or slaves. We are the slaves of the Lord Jesus! Now I am consci​ous that word, falling on the ears of the uninstructed, is perhaps a repul​sive word, because the word "slave" carries with it a repulsive connotation in these days when we are shouting about freedom to the top of our voices---and I am for FREEDOM. Actually, no man is FREE, from the CHAINS OF SIN, till he becomes a SLAVE of the Beloved Master, the Lord Jesus! I'd rather be a slave to Jesus than a slave to SIN, a slave to UNBELIEF, a slave to the DEVIL, a slave to HELL. A man or woman who is NOT a slave of Christ, has not made Him Master of his or her life, is a slave to the world, the flesh, the devil, human pride, hu​man sin. That person is a lost soul.

The Lord's Day is a day when HIS PEOPLE assemble together in a given place for the WORSHIP of the Lord.

I do not expect you people who do not love the Master to listen to what I am saying. I really don't expect you to. I have gotten to the place today that I am sick and tired of people "playing" at religion. I believe other preachers are. I'd rather have a little handful of real Christians, people who are pure and clean and who pray and love the Bible and live holy, godly lives and worship JESUS everyday in the week and make the Lord's Day the day that belongs TO JESUS THEIR MASTER, worshipping Him on that day, than a large crowd of people who make His Day a holiday, a day of fun. The great​est "fun" in the world is the worship of the Lord Jesus! The greatest JOY in the world is to serve the Great Master, the blessed Son of God, the Lord Jesus. I am glad that for twenty-nine years now the LORD'S day has been the greatest day in my life, a day of hard work FOR JESUS, worship​ping and serving Him.

Make Him the Master of your life! You will be blessed.
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