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First Peter 3:20

If you have your Bibles now, turn with me to First Peter 3:20, and we are studying today a wonderful truth: The Longsuffering of God.

We studied about Jesus when He died on the Cross. He went and "preached to the spirits in prison which were aforetime disobedient (I am reading from the Revised Version, the Old Revised Version of 1881, edi​tion 1907), when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah while the ark was preparing."

We have been studying about the spirits in prison, and we found that the people in Noah's day perished physically in the flood but their spirits lived on. They were spiritual beings in flesh. Life is spiritual being in flesh. Not just flesh, but spiritual being. That is the difference between a dead body and a living body. A dead body is a body from which the spirit has gone. A living body is a body in which the spirit still dwells, controlling that body. There is a dif​ference between a dead body and a living body.

Now when Jesus died, in spirit He went and preached to the spirits in prison. And here we read of the spirits in prison as being the people of Noah's day who were disobedient to his preach​ing of God's commands. God commanded them to repent, and they didn't do it. They were disobedient. They didn't DO what God told them to do, and the result was the judg​ment of the flood.

Back when I was a boy I had a mis​conception of God. We didn't have much expository preaching, which gives exposition of actually what the Bible teaches, in its round truth. I used to think that God delighted in JUDGMENT, and when the people of Noah's day sinned, God was just right​eous, that's all, and He just punished them by drowning everybody. That was my idea, as a boy. But I learned different, when I began to study the Bible on the Nature of God! God didn't WANT to drown everybody in Noah's day, and we read that "THE LONGSUFFERING OF GOD WAIT​ED," in the days of Noah.

Now what does that mean? God WAITED to judge the people. God says, back in Genesis, that every imagination of man's heart was EVIL CONTINUALLY, and it "GRIEVED" God. Now GRIEF is different from ANGER. There CAN be anger and grief, too. There is some anger that can bring with it grief. Both of these emotions can be in the heart at one time. But God was GRIEVED. Now grief means mental anguish. God was HURT, in His Mind and Soul and Spirit, because people were DESTROY​ING THEMSELVES. He ASKED them to repent, and they wouldn't do it. It was for THEIR benefit, and for THEIR blessing, that they were to re​pent. But they wouldn't do it. And God waited, and gave them a chance. The longsuffering of God WAITED, to give them a chance to repent. He gave them ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS. Noah preached that entire interval. He didn't have any converts, but he just kept preach​ing, kept warning, kept giving the Testimony, kept telling them that God was going to send a flood and destroy every creature in which was the breath of life. But if they would repent, God would save them. "If you'll REPENT, God won't do this." The LONG​SUFFERING of God waited to see if they would repent.

I love that expression, "the long​suffering of God." The Greek word for "longsuffering" is makro thumia. The makro thumia of God! Wonder​ful! Theou, of God. Now makro thu​mia, "`longsuffering", is from makros, "afar off" and thumos, which means "wrath.” "Wrath afar off." Long​suffering is wrath, but it's way out yonder; it hasn't come to you yet. It hasn't hit you yet. It's on its way. It's approaching, but it WAITS. It drags it steps. It doesn't WANT to punish. The longsuffering of God is God put​ting up with sinners in rebellion and unbelief and ignoring and indifference against Him and His righteous demands for their blessing and benefit, until finally judgment comes. Finally, wrath, which is afar off, catches up with people if they refuse to repent. The longsuffering of God WAITED, wait​ed 120 years. God didn't WANT to judge.

We have that picture of God very plainly taught us in the Book of Jonah. When God sent Jonah to Nineveh to preach, He told him to say; "Yet FORTY DAYS before Nineveh shall be destroyed." Jonah tried to run away, but you remember that God made him go. And Jonah finally preached, and THEY OBEYED. The people in the days of Noah DISOBEY​ED the command of God through Noah. But the people of Nineveh were OBEDIENT to the command through Jonah to repent, and they repented, from the king who put on sackcloth and ashes (he prayed for God to have mercy on them) to all the people in the streets, AND GOD DID NOT BRING JUDGMENT THEN UPON NINEVEH.

It made Jonah angry you remember. He said, "I know what kind of a God You are." By the way, he did know what God was like! He was wrong himself, and God was right. He said, "I know what kind of a God You are. You are a God Who is gracious and merciful and plenteous in mercy, and You will not always keep Your anger forever. I knew Your nature. I knew that those people would repent. You'd forgive them and You wouldn't bring on that judgment! I didn't want to go because my name as a prophet would be discredited." That was the flesh in Jonah, of course. He would rather have seen the city destroyed and his ego satisfied, than for God to spare the city. And in that much, he was UNLIKE God Himself.

Oh, beloved, what are we like to​day? Do we LOVE people? Do we love them as GOD loves them? God wants to BLESS! God doesn't want to JUDGE. God is longsuffering, plenteous in mercy! His mercy en​dureth forever. God's longsuffering waits, for sinners to repent. Just think‑--GOD WAITING for a sinner to repent! Why, He could blot out a sinner the first time he sins, a drunk​ard the first time comes stumbling home drunk. God could blot him out.

But He doesn’t do it.  He is longsuffering.  He WAITS.  He gives him another chance.  A man who is unfaithful to his marriage relationships, or a woman who is unfaithful to her marriage relationships, vows to God and each other and children.  They go on. You see them going down, and you wonder, why the lightning doesn't strike. But it doesn't come. The long​suffering of God waits. A man murders another man, and you wonder why

God sits in the heavens and doesn't STRIKE him down with lightning. He could do it very easily; it wouldn't be any trouble at all. But the long​suffering of God WAITS. God PA​TIENTLY waits, to give men a chance to repent.

Friend, if you are unsaved today, the only reason you are NOT IN HELL is that the longsuffering of God has been WAITING, giving you a chance to repent. God has given you TODAY to DO that. God says, "NOW is the accepted time. TODAY is the day of salvation." All your yesterdays are gone. There is no promise of tomor​row. NOW IS THE TIME for you to repent and RECEIVE THE LORD JESUS! That's what God's Word says.

The longsuffering of God waits. His wrath is afar off, but APPROACH​ING. Soon it is going to strike you, friend, as it did the people of Noah's day. God's patience finally wore out. Finally the time elapsed. Finally that wrath which was afar off caught up with them, and all their opportunities ran out. The 120 years were finished! Then God said, "Come, thou, Noah, and all thy house, into the ark. Thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation. The rest of the world is unrighteous, wrong, in sin and un​belief, wouldn't listen to Me at all, were disobedient to My commands, and wouldn’t have anything to do with Me. Now you come on into the ark. It's time for the flood." And He took Noah in the ark and shut him in. Then God opened the windows of heaven and the fountains of the deep, and the waters came from above and beneath, and those people rushed for the ark, but it was TOO LATE. They beat on the door, and begged entrance into the ark, but the flood came and took them all away, ALL OF THEM, men, women, boys and girls. They had all refused to BELIEVE God, and re​fused to OBEY God.

See then the divinely‑given WARN​ING of the RESULT of disobedience to God, refusal to listen to God, re​fusal to get right with God. The end is the destruction of the flesh, physi​cal death, and beyond physical death a PRISON FOR YOUR SPIRIT, where your spirit will spend ETERNITY IN JAIL, the eternal jail of lost spirits. That is where you'll be throughout the AGES OF ETERNITY.

You can't blame GOD, because God was longsuffering. The DAYS He gave you to repent, the SERMONS you heard, the BOOKS you read, the TRUTH that you KNEW but wouldn't OBEY, WILL ALL RISE UP TO CONDEMN YOU IN THE DAY OF GOD'S JUDGMENT.

These spirits in prison did not ac​cuse God; He was longsuffering and they knew it. They just wouldn't pay any attention to God. How many peo​ple today are just like that, friends?

Let me remind you again, the long​suffering of God waited in the days of Noah. "The days of Noah" means in the generation of Noah, when the world was exceedingly corrupt and every imagination of man's heart was evil continually. And may I remind you that JESUS SAID, "As in the days of Noah, SO SHALL IT BE in the days of the coming of the Son of Man." The same condition that prevailed in Noah's day, of sin and unbelief, willful rebellion against God, will prevail in the time of the com​ing of the Lord Jesus Christ. You find such conditions TODAY.

"Oh," you say, "people are GOING TO CHURCH in unprecedented num​bers."

That is true. But, friends, going to church and LIVING IN YOUR SINS is worse than not going to church at all! Going to church without divine worship is worse than not going to church at all! It really is, because it is a blasphemy unto God. God con​demned Israel when He said, "Your lips speak My praise and honor, but your hearts are far from Me." And God hates hypocrisy worse than just open, rebellious sin.

"The days of Noah" were charac​terized by every imagination of men's hearts being evil continually. Look at magazines today and you see EVIL. Look in newspapers and you see EVIL. Look at the novels coming off the press and you see EVIL. Look at ad​vertising and you see EVIL, lust, shame, on every hand, everywhere you turn. Believe me, we certainly are APPROXIMATING the days of Noah, right NOW. And God is giving a WARNING TO THIS GEN​ERATION, through faithful preachers of His Word, commanding all men everywhere to REPENT, BECAUSE THERE IS COMING A DAY OF JUDGMENT. The important thing is to be READY when the Lord calls!

Ah, beloved, these are TRUE THINGS. The "longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah," and the longsuffering of God is WAITING NOW, to see if people will repent. I certainly want to be in the crowd of those who BELIEVE the Lord and LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY. God said, "Noah, come thou and all thy house into the ark. I am going to spare you from judgment, because thee have I seen RIGHTEOUS BEFORE ME, in this generation. In My eyes you are right." My friends, the only person who can be right in God's eyes is the one who ACCEPTS JESUS as His Saviour, joins the church, is baptized, and picks up this New Testament to read it and to the best of his knowl​edge to OBEY IT and live a holy, godly, SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

The great pay‑off will come when we see our Lord and meet Him face to face, in the hour of judgment when He says, "Come thou and all thy house into the ark. I am sparing you." God will never bring judgment on His believ​ing people; He will remove us before judgment strikes. God called Noah and his family into the ark before judgment hit the ungodly world, and the Church is going to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the Tribulation breaks on this earth!

Well, that's all for now, friends. I hope this has been a blessing to you. This is exegesis, expository preaching of the Word of God. It is a pleasure to bring you the WORD OF GOD.  Someday we'll see Him and He will give us a reward for being faith​ful to Him, in that Tremendous Day, even as He rewarded Noah. God bless you.
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