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Romans Chapter 15

Let us turn now to this great 15th chapter of Romans. We are to live like Christ and follow Him in His great self-denial. Paul said we that are strong are to bear the infirmities of the weak. Let us please our neighbor in that which is good and edifying. For Christ pleases not himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of them that reproached thee, fell upon me.” There we are told to follow our Lord Jesus Christ and not please ourselves. We are born in this world and live the life of being pleased. So many children today are being brought up by parents who continually try to please them, and friends; it is having its effect. God have mercy on us. To give in to a child's self‑centeredness is to do it a definite injury. 

The Christian life is the opposite of self‑pleasing. It is self-denial. We are not to please ourselves but bear the infirmities of the weak. We are to help others. If Christ had pleased Himself, He would never have left heaven to this world of sin. He never would have gone to the Cross to die in our stead. “He pleased not Himself.” His life was one of self-denial. He came to help man and to glorify God, and that ought to be the two‑fold purpose of all of us. We are to please our neighbor for edifying, for good. Not for bad; if our neighbor wants us to come and drink liquor with him, that wouldn't be for edifying, for good. If he wants us to come play cards and do other things outside the will of God, we are not to please our neighbor. But in that which will build up in the Christian faith, we are to please him. We are always to help others, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ does not ask us to do anything that He Himself did not do. He does not ask us to go beyond His own sacrifice. He asks us to follow in His steps.

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” The man who bends over God's Word from day to day, soaking his mind and soul in God's truth, will be a man of endurance, a man who will keep on in spite of afflictions down the pathway of the Christian life. He will live a life of self‑denial. He will constantly study the Scriptures. What is the object of his life? Verse 6: “That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” That God might be glorified, honored, exalted.

Then he says, verse 7, “Wherefore, receive ye one another, even as Christ also received you to the glory of God.” We are to receive one another in Christian fellowship. In the church, you find some people living near to God, some people living far from God. We are to receive one another. We are to glorify him in our daily lives. As we do that, God will fill us with two wonderful things, which we find in verse 13.

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Spirit.” Do joy and peace come from doing good works? No, there is joy and peace in BELIEVING. Believing what? Believing that God has forgiven you for Christ's sake! Believing that Jesus settled it all for you on the Cross and that there is nothing for you to do, to enter Heaven, but to trust Him and walk with Him. That brings joy and peace. Praise God for that wonderful, glorious salvation He planned for us. Then Paul says in verse 18, “I dare not speak of anything save those that Christ wrought through me.” Paul said, “I won't boast or speak about anything except those things that Christ did through me.” We often speak of the marvelous life that the Apostle lived. But we forget that IT WASN'T PAUL. IT WAS CHRIST THROUGH PAUL. Paul was Christ's BOND‑SERVANT! He was Christ's SPOKESMAN. He was Christ's REPRESENTATIVE. He was Christ's FRONT MAN in this world! I am wondering, friends, how many of us have been Christians for years and can say, “I can speak of things that Christ wrought through me!” Down through the years, on their pathway as a Christian, can we tell of things that Christ wrought through our tongue, through our hands and feet, through our lives? How many of us today can say that?

Verse 22 tells of a hindrance in Christian living. One time Paul wanted to go to northern Galatia but the Spirit of Christ hindered him, “suffered him not.” The Spirit wouldn't let him go. God didn't want Paul there at that time. He wanted him to be in God's place at God's time. So God's Spirit hindered him from going to that place.

Sometimes the devil hinders, friends, and how we need to watch out for Satan, as he tries to take advantage of us. How important that we seek constantly to live our lives in the will of God!

Now when you are hindered in the work of the Lord, the question is raised, “Is it the Spirit of God hindering me, or is it the devil?” Are you giving place to the devil, allowing him to interfere in the work of God?

There is material service and spiritual service. Verse 25. “I go unto Jerusalem to minister to the saints, for it pleased them at Macedonia and Achaia to make certain contributions for the poor saints at Jerusalem.” The Christians in one city had heard about poor, suffering Christians in another city and so they took up an offering for the poor. They said, “Paul, take this over there and give it to our brethren in Jerusalem, and tell them we are happy to stand by them in this hour of need.” Material help! I want to say to you, friends, that it's wonderful to have a Red Cross, a Community Chest and all those wonderful organizations. But every time I read of a Red Cross drive or a Community Chest drive, I think, “Church of God, you've failed. That's what God wanted the church to do--‑to look after the poor and needy.” 

Somehow or other in the preaching of the Gospel, we have failed to minister materially to the needy. That is the business of the church! Today, worldly people are getting the glory that belongs to the Lord Jesus. We ought to be ministering to the poor in HIS name. We read in Matthew 25, “I (Jesus) was hungry, and ye fed Me; I was naked and ye clothed Me; I was in prison and ye visited Me.” When you do it to these, you do it to Him.

Then he speaks of ministering spiritual things, verse 27. We are not only to bless people with material blessings, but we are to bless them in giving them the Gospel, spiritual things. There is the gnawing of hunger in the physical sense, and there is also the gnawing of hunger in the spiritual sense. Man is not only physical but also spiritual. He needs to be fed spiritually as well as physically. That is the two‑fold business of the Christian--‑to feed the souls of men and to feed the bodies of men.

The Apostle Paul begged Christians to STRIVE with him in prayer! (Verse 30.) He wanted Christians to pray with him, agonize with him. It is the picture of a runner, breaking the tape. If PAUL needed Christians to strive with him in holy prayer, oh beloved, how much more do WE need your prayers! We need your prayers today that the work of God may be carried on. We need your sympathy. We need your influence. We need your help. It is God's work.

Paul speaks of the love of the Spirit (verse 30). Paul says, “Pray for me for two things, First, that I will be de​livered from disobedient men who do not love God, and second, that I may be able to come to you.” Paul wanted to take them the Gospel.

That is the life of service. How we need to live the life of service today! We never know when we speak to some​one, or give them a tract, or pray for them, what we are doing. A personal worker in a certain town felt led to give a tract at the door of a certain home. He knocked, and finally a man answered, and took the tract. About a week later, the worker came back and talked with the man about his sal​vation. The man told the personal worker the week before, he had been up in the attic, standing on a box, with his head in a noose ready to hang him​self, when a knock came to the door. At first he disregarded it, but the knock was insistent, and he went down​stairs and answered the knock and took the tract on salvation. He read it, trusted Christ and was gloriously sav​ed.

Oh, may God always lead, and em​power our service to Him. Every day He gives us some opportunity to do something for Him. May we seek al​ways to be surrendered to His leading.

If you do not know Christ as your Saviour, trust Him today and start on your way to Heaven. Will you do it?
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