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Hebrews 11:1, 12:1

Now if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to Hebrews, chapter 11 and verse 1, and chapter 12 and verse 1. I hope you have your notebooks and pencils with you, friends, as we study together the LIFE OF FAITH over against the LIFE OF SELF. For remember, if you are not living the life of FAITH, which means dependence upon God utterly, a real, living faith that brings you in communion with God and contact with God and manifests the life of God in your heart and life, then you are living the life of SELF. The self-life ends in hell; the faith life ends in the Holy City. That is the teaching of the Bible. There is a lake of fire for the unsaved, who live for self and forget God; and there is the Holy City for men and women of faith.

In Hebrews 12:1 we learned that the "great cloud of witnesses" is literally the "great cloud of testifiers," those who have testified that it pays to live the life of faith, and it refers us to Hebrews 11, to those great worthies, those who have gone on ahead of us and who testify to us from their lives recorded in Scripture that it pays to live for God.

We are going to see now a wonderful statement. I told you that the Christian life BEGINS with faith (Ephesians 2:8) and CONTINUES in faith (Hebrews 11). 

The emphasis on faith in Romans and Galatians and John is that it is the faith that brings us in contact with God to the saving of our souls, faith for salvation. The emphasis of Hebrews 11 is that when you HAVE a real, genuine salvation‑faith and live the life of faith, it will be plain to you and to others that your life is lived for God.

I want to prove that to you. We read in Hebrews 11:1 and 2, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report." That isn't quite the meaning of the expression. It isn't a mis‑translation. But the translation of the King James Version was made back in 1611. That was a long time ago, and language has undergone certain changes since then. "The elders obtained a good report." That is, from God. GOD gave them a good report, that they were good in His sight. That was their idea, and that carried the sense. But let's translate it more CLEARLY. "For by it the elders HAD WITNESS BORNE TO THEM." We found out that the great cloud of witnesses, in Hebrews 12:1, is the great cloud of TESTIFIERS who BORE WITNESS and BEAR WITNESS to us, today, that it pays to live the faith life. Now here are the ELDERS, those people who had witness BORNE TO THEM. Now let's see for a minute WHO IT IS that bears witness to them. That answer is, GOD. GOD testified to Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses David, Gideon, Barak, Jephthah, Rahab and others. GOD TOLD them something! He testified to them.

What did He do? Verse 39. "And these all, having obtained a good report through faith (that is, having had witness borne to them by God through faith) received not the promise." (We'll deal with that latter part later. So it refers to ALL mentioned in Hebrews 11. These people, who lived the faith life, had witness borne to them. God testified something to them, told them something, bore witness to them about something.

Now what did He bear witness to? Let's see, concerning Abel, in verse 4. "By faith Abel (who lived the faith life) offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts. And by it he being dead yet speaketh." When Abel came and offered the lamb of sacrifice, who TOLD him to do it? God. WHY did he do it? He had faith that God meant what He said when He said that the Blood would cover his sins. So Abel came and offered the sacrificial lamb, which pointed forward to Christ dying for our sins. And God bore witness to Abel something. God let him know something. What? That he was righteous! He obtained witness from God. God is the only one who can tell you that you are righteous. Abel obtained witness from God that he was righteous. He was RIGHT in the eyes of God! So Abel KNEW he was right in the eyes of God, even while he was here on earth. He KNEW he was saved, because God TOLD him he was. God spoke to Abel, and he obtained witness from God. God testified to Abel and said, "Abel, you are now right in my eyes, because you have offered the lamb of sacrifice that I told you to do."

Now today that same thing comes to US. When we offer JESUS as our Lamb, the Lamb of God taking away

our sins, we come humbling ourselves and we say, "Lord, I need You. I am depending on You. I need You for my Shepherd. I need You to take care of me in life and death and to bring me to heaven. I need You to forgive me of my sins and to save me from judgment and hell, and I am OFFERING JESUS AS MY LAMB, dying in my place." When you do that, God testifies to YOU that you are RIGHT. He does it in His Word, and you'll know it in your heart!

Now. "God testifying of His gifts." Gifts that Abel offered to God. God bore witness in respect of his gifts. There is God bearing witness to Abel's salvation! Isn't that wonderful? And God bears witness to OUR salvation today, when we trust the Lord Jesus and are saved.

There is a parallel passage to that. Jesus said, "He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." Jesus says that when you are saved you walk with Him, and when you walk with Him you KNOW it. He will manifest Himself to you, and you will KNOW that you are walking with Him and He with you and that your life is pleasing. Isn't that a wonderful statement? Yes, that IS a wonderful statement.

In John 14 Jesus said, "He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me. And he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love Him and I will What? "MANIFEST MYSELF TO HIM." I will make Myself REAL to that person who loves Me, honestly and sincerely. So God TODAY testifies to us. Down in your heart of hearts you know whether you are saved or not. You KNOW whether God is pleased with your life or not. You KNOW whether you have conscientiously come to Jesus and accepted Him and have been born again and saved or not. You know whether you are following Jesus or not. You know whether you have Christ in your life or not. You know whether Christ is living in your heart and life, or not. You know whether you love the Bible, and love prayer, and love God's people, and love God's Word, and love souls, or not. You know whether you are saved or not. All people do. All saved people know they are saved, and all lost people know they are lost. Some lost people are kidding themselves, but oh, it's going to be a different day when they meet GOD.

Now there in verse 4 is God testifying concerning our salvation. He always has, He always will. He testified to Abel. He testified to the saints of old. He testifies to us today. Jesus still manifests Himself to the person who genuinely loves Him, and humbles himself and calls on Him.

Now the other is, God testifying as to our lives, as to whether they are pleasing to Him or not. "By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death, and was not found (when people looked for him) because God had translated him." Listen! "For before his translation, he had this testimony (borne to him by God), that HE PLEASED GOD WELL." That is literally what is written. He had this testimony, that he was well‑pleasing to God. That is, when a man lives a life pleasing to God, God tells him about it. God lets him know it. God puts his O.K. on his life. That man has a joy no other man has.  He says, "I am right with God; why should I care about what anyone else thinks." Oh, he cares, but I mean what difference does it make? A life well‑pleasing TO GOD.

Now Enoch was a holy man unpopular before the days of the Flood, when wickedness was abounding over the earth. He is one of the few men of whom it is said, "He walked with God." When a man walks with God, it implies a right relationship with God, nothing for God to frown at, everything pleasing to the Lord. And God told Enoch, "Your Life pleases Me well." Now that is a wonderful thing! We are not amazed when the Father said, concerning JESUS, "This is My beloved Son IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED." God was pleased with the life of His Son. But Enoch wasn't the Son of God. Enoch was a man, subject to like passion as we are, just a human being. He had his errors. He had his faults.

No man is perfect. No man has ever been, and no man ever will be. But it is possible for a man to live a life that pleases God well! That is the meaning of this word: Enoch pleased God, before the Flood. And that is why God translated him and took him out of the judgment and took Him Home before the Flood broke on the earth. A picture of the saints of God who are going to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, before the judgment of God strikes this earth! "The Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God and the dead in Christ shall rise first, and then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet our Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with these words." (I Thessalonians 4:16‑18.) Before his translation, while he was still living down here, in a world of sin, in a body that was tempted and tried, Enoch had this testimony borne to him by God, that he pleased God well. His life was well pleasing to God. Wonderful statement, of a wonderful man!

So there we have the glorious fact that I want to impress upon your hearts today, that God TESTIFIES.

We read of three testimonies in the Word of God. First, we read of this great "cloud of testifiers" in Hebrews 12:1, who were mentioned in Hebrews 11---Abel, Enoch, Noah, Moses, Abraham, Gideon, Barak, Jephthah, David, Rahab, and on down the line. He calls the names of men and women who lived the faith life, and they are testifying to us that it pays to live the faith life.

And they tell us from their lives what God did miraculously in and through them because they lived in communion with and dependence upon GOD. Faith in action! It was genuine.

The second testimony we have is that WE are to testify to others, of God. Jesus said, "Ye shall be My witnesses. Ye shall be My testifiers."

And third, GOD testifying to His own, that their lives are pleasing to Him. That they are saved, and that their lives are pleasing to Him. In the case of Abel, God testified to him of his gift of the slain lamb, the sacrifice he offered. When you and I offer Jesus as our Lamb, God testifies to us.

And the other is the testimony to Enoch, that while he was still on earth his life was pleasing to God.

And God testifies still to people. You know in your heart right now whether there is anything between you and the Face of God. You know whether your life is well‑pleasing to God or displeasing to God. It is one of the two. It cannot be straddling the fence, blow-hot-blow‑cold; it is either pleasing OR displeasing, one of the two.

The faith life is the life mentioned here, that first offers a Sacrifice to God, that is excellent in the eyes of God, and that Only Sacrifice is the Sacrifice of JESUS. And secondly, the faith life is the life that lives for God day by day, walking with God, in communion with God, keeping step with God, living in the will of God, the life that is well‑pleasing to God, seeking to please Him.

That will settle the question about your social life, your business life, in the home, on the street, anywhere, everywhere. "Is this thing I am about to do well‑pleasing to God? Is this business well‑pleasing to God? Is this social event well‑pleasing to God? Is this place I am going well‑pleasing to God? Are these companions I am with well-pleasing to God? Are the things I am reading well‑pleasing to God?" This settles the question about HOW WE ARE TO LIVE from day to day. We want to please God! Paul said, "I exercise myself to have a conscience void of offense toward God and man." God first, and then men. Seeking to PLEASE GOD FIRST. That is the faith life! The faith life lives pleasing to God, the self‑life DISpleasing to God. Friends, sooner or later the faith life winds up in the Holy City, and the self-life winds up in the lake of fire.

Well, that's all for now. I hope it has been a blessing to you. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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