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Romans 8

Will you turn with me, friends, to the 8th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, and we are studying today one of the greatest chapters in the Bible.

But before we go into it, let me remind you that in the close of the 7th chapter we have the truth about the Law. In James 2:10 we read, "Whosoever shall keep the whole Law and yet stumble in one point is become guilty of all." What a condemning statement that is! Can any man alive say honestly that he has never stumbled? That he has not disobeyed the Law even once? To an honest mind, as Paul's, there was only one answer and that was No. He had broken God's Law and therefore was condemned. Then any true happiness or relief had to come from elsewhere, and this Paul sought AND FOUND in CHRIST. He says, crying out in Romans 7, "O wretched man that I am, who shall DELIVER ME. ..." Notice, he didn't say WHAT, but WHO; a Person! He needed A PERSON to deliver him. Then he shouts out in verse 26, "I thank God, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD." The CONDEMNATION of the Law, then! Who shall DELIVER him? JESUS CHRIST. So the last verse of chapter 7 marks the point at which the burden, that lay upon his conscience, rolled away! And the next chapter begins with an uplifting of the heart, because he has found peace and serenity IN CHRIST!

"There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." So, a new order of things has superceded the Law! The gloomy period of the Law, Paul says, has ended, "Christ is the END of the Law for righteousness, to everyone that believeth." Paul's life under Grace reveals the difference between life under law and life under Grace. Just look at him before and after; or between his contemporaries and himself. His new happiness, his bounding joy, his victory, his peace, his power, and the energy released for service, his victory over perils, ill health, hindrances and death. He himself, the Apostle Paul, is the greatest proof of all that IN CHRIST there is VICTORY OVER ALL ENEMIES.

Now we come today to this tremendous 8th chapter of the Epistle of Paul to the Romans, one of the greatest studies in the Bible. In Romans 8, verses 1 through 4 we have a wonderful study. I would like to read it for you.

"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, for the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the Law of Sin and Death. For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit."

Here in Romans 8 we have the life of victory flowing from the indwelling Spirit, proceeding from the Living Christ! In Romans 7 you have Law and Sin. In Romans 8 you have the Spirit and Life, and victory over sin. The Holy Spirit (the word Spirit) is mentioned 17 times in the 8th chapter.

Now THE SPIRIT OF GOD makes all the difference in the life of victory. One day a young preacher was in Spurgeon's great tabernacle. Spurgeon had gone on Home to Glory. And this young man said to a couple of old timers, "Did you ever hear Spurgeon preach?" One of the old timers couldn't hear well and said, "Eh?" And the young man said, "I said, did you ever hear Spurgeon preach?" "Yes I heard Spurgeon preach, again and again." The young man said, "How was it, then?" The old man said, "Well, I don't want to say anything wrong about the preacher who is here now, but it seems that now I just hear a Bible lecture. When I heard Spurgeon preach, there was POWER IN IT." Yes, the difference, my friends, between a Bible lecture and a spiritual presentation of Truth is the Holy Spirit of God. And that's what we NEED TODAY. There is power and there is joy in the life of the Spirit!

I say also JOY. One day I had the privilege of going through the great First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, where the great Dr. Truett held forth for some forty years or more, preaching the Word of Life. There is a story about Dr. Truett that is a real blessing. One day he was preaching, and there was a little woman in that wealthy church who loved the Lord, and her heart was so glad that she began to shout with joy. Well, one of the deacons, who was also a doctor, went over to quiet her if he could, and when he couldn't quiet her he decided he'd take her out, get out of there as quickly as possible. And as he was leading her out, Dr. Truett stopped in the middle of his message and said, kindly, "Please brother, just leave her alone. We need more of the JOY of Christ." I say to you today, that we are living in a day when people are saying, "Kill all the emotional part of religion. Get it out altogether." I am not talking about just "shouting,” in the flesh, my friends. Nobody wants that. God doesn't want it, that which operates in the flesh, that which stirs the emotions just to be stirring them. But when GOD'S TRUTH comes to our hearts in the Power of the Spirit, there is obliged to be JOY, and LOVE, and LIFE. And there will be exultation of spirit and soul. There is such a thing in the Bible as JOY in the Holy Ghost.

The life of victory, then, in Romans 8: flowing from the indwelling Spirit and proceeding from the Living Christ. Life in the Spirit, through our connection with Christ, is the theme of Romans 8. The consequences of Christ's redemption to all who believe is the Presence of the Spirit, to give us victory over sin and death. Christ came to deliver us from sin and sin's thralldom by freeing us from Law, and by sending within us HIS SPIRIT, who give us two things: first, power over sin, and second, power to live a life pleasing to God.

Now the first thing we learn here is that THE CHRISTIAN STANDS UNCONDEMNED BEFORE GOD. "There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION to them which are in Christ Jesus." The Christian stands UNCONDEMNED before God! Here is the Declaration of the Judge: NO CONDEMNATION. The Greek word katakrino is a forensic, or courtroom term, meaning "to pass sentence down upon somebody.” We are in a courtroom, and here is the Great Judge of all the Earth, and here is the Declaration of the Judge to EVERY BELIEVER: "NO CONDEMNATION.”

That is GOD'S DECLARATION ABOUT YOU, if you have believed on Jesus! The Great Judge's verdict is "Not Guilty" to every believer! If the person lives in communion with Christ, if he looks to Christ as his Great Bene​factor, the Spirit which indwells the Saviour is poured out into and through his innermost life, enabling him to live a life PLEASING to God. All this, the Law could never do. The Law could not strengthen poor, weak, tempted, erring human nature. But the Spirit GIVES POWER and LIFE, NOW, to be pleas​ing to God. Isn't that great?

Now notice Romans 8:1 "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus"‑-- period. You'll notice in the King James Version that the verse goes on to say, "Who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit." But you'll find that down in verse 4, repeated. Evidently some scribe, in transcribing this back in the Dark Ages, put it in the manuscript twice. That is what many students of the Text believe. We have the simple statement, in the earliest manuscripts, "There is therefore now no condemna​tion to them which are in Christ Jesus."

Now Romans 8:1 stands on the last verse of chapter 7. Paul said, "O wretched man that I am, who shall de​liver me from the body of this death?" And he shouts. "I Thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." Then here is described the inner, hidden LIFE of the believer, the SPRING of all Christian Living, the Christian’s HEART, the life hid with Christ in God: THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE BE​LIEVER'S HEART.

When you get saved,-‑‑God doesn't "tack up commandments" for you to keep; He puts HIS SPIRIT within you! He writes His laws in your mind and heart. That is the New Covenant. The Old Covenant was Laws OUTSIDE, but you were so weak you couldn't keep them. The New Covenant is God putting His Spirit INSIDE you and giv​ing you the POWER to live a life pleas​ing to Him. That is the difference.

Now the SPIRIT is the thing that counts--‑not the Law. We are said to be DELIVERED FROM the Law in chapter 7, and to be DEAD TO the Law. And, we read, CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW. When you're in Jesus, you're through with Law. So whenever you find people who are al​ways talking about "keeping the Law" rather than about the Spirit, remem​ber, that isn't according to Paul. It isn't right. It isn't Scriptural. Paul deals with the Spiritual Life, the life of the Spirit. God puts His Spirit WITHIN US, to live out the life of the Lord Jesus!

Now let's look again at this state​ment: "There is therefore now no con​demnation." Freedom from condemna​tion! That is the first step in having victory over sin. If you tell me that I'll have to face every single one of my sins at God's Judgment Bar, how can I be released for happy, joyous serv​ice? I can't be. My spirit stands in condemnation, in terror, in fear! A man who believes God is going to bring up his sinful thoughts and words and deeds against him is not a happy man. He can't be. There will be the sense of terror and fear always in his heart. But, you tell me that GOD HIMSELF SAYS, "Jess, I do not condemn you. I DECLARE you NOT GUILTY. There is no condemnation, son, in your life," believe me, friends, that brings peace to my heart. If the JUDGE does not condemn me, I don't care how much the devil or how much men do; if GOD doesn't condemn me, then everything is all right. And He DOESN'T condemn us who are in Christ Jesus.

Now this is not a statement of "feel​ing." Now there is such a thing as a person being saved, yet feeling a sense of condemnation, when they do not live a life pleasing to God. In First John we read, "If our hearts condemn us not, then have we great boldness to​ward God." He speaks of our hearts condemning us not. John includes him​self, as he is writing to Christians. A Christian's heart condemns him or doesn't, according to his actions and thoughts. If you and I neglect prayer and the Bible and witnessing and the service of the Lord, or if we positively read that which is evil or speak that which is evil and do things that are wrong, there is HEART CONDEMNA​TION. What is that? It is the Indwell​ing Spirit DISTURBING us about that, which is wrong! But the minute we confess it to God, fellowship is restor​ed. Communion was broken, but now it is restored, you see? "If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to for​give us sins and to cleanse us from all righteousness."

But that is different from this: that concerns fellowship, and this has to do with SALVATION. This has to do with all our accumulated sins of all our lives. God blots them all out AT THE CROSS of CALVARY. "There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION to them which are in CHRIST JESUS." That is a won​derful statement! We are NOT CON​DEMNED by the Great Judge. And if the Great Judge of all the Earth says I am not condemned, of whom shall I be afraid? Will I be afraid to die? No, because I can go right into His Pres​ence. He is my Father! If the Judge doesn't condemn me, I'm not afraid of anybody else condemning me, the devil or men or anyone else. It doesn't make any difference. Thank God for the DECLARATION from the Throne of God! From the Great Judge of all the Earth! "NO CONDEMNATION."

And friend, if you want that now, it's YOURS the minute you take Jesus as your Saviour! Are you condemned? Do you want all your sins blotted out? Do you want to know it is well with your soul, that you can die and go and meet GOD in peace? Then go alone right now, and get your Bible, and turn to Romans, chapter 8, and put your finger on this verse, and say, "0 Lord, I CLAIM this exoneration from guilt. I claim the FORGIVENESS OF MY SINS. I accept Your Declaration of NOT GUILTY, on the basis of Your Word RIGHT NOW, and I accept Christ as my Saviour and my Lord, dy​ing for me in my place." BELIEVE THAT, friend, and there will be peace in your heart and soul.

Memorize this passage, and keep it in your mind. Every time the devil would try to bring up your past sins, quote this to him: "THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION TO THEM THAT ARE IN CHRIST JESUS; GOD SAYS SO!"

Well, we are going to continue this marvelous study of Romans 8. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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