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Joshua 1;3, Acts 3:1-10

The Law of Appropriation is found in the New Testament. Now we have brought thousands of messages in the years that we have been on the air, but I do not feel that there is one more important than the one we are bringing now. The Law of Appropriation!

The word APPROPRIATION comes from the Greek word meaning “One's own; to take for one's self; to take possession of.” So, to appropriate means to take possession of something; and you appropriate something when you take possession of it. The Law of Taking Possession of Things God Has Given Us, the great truth I am speaking on today.

We have this truth in the Old Testament, in one great sentence: Joshua 1:3. God said to the children of Israel, “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, THAT HAVE I GIVEN UNTO YOU.” Now, they hadn't possessed the Holy Land. They were just coming into it, out of Egypt. But God had already given it to them. They were now standing right on the border, and God is saying, “There is the land. I have already given it to you. But you must go in and possess it. You have to appropriate it. Every place you shall tread upon with the sole of your foot shall be yours. Go now and possess your possessions! Take it! I have given it unto you!” And so it is in the things of the Spirit of God.

We read in the third chapter of the Book of Acts about a lame man. Peter and John went up to the Temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour (about three o'clock in the afternoon). And a certain man, lame from his birth, was carried and laid daily at the gate of the Temple which is called Beautiful, and he asked alms of them that entered into the Temple.  It was a beautiful gate, they tell us. The folds of this bronze gate were fifty cubits high and forty cubits broad and covered with plates of gold and silver. No wonder they called it “The Gate Beautiful.” You know, that it is the wonder of this old Bible. People say it's all imaginary, that somebody just “pulled it out of the air.” But we have HISTORICAL FACTS in the Word of God. They fit in like a gem within its setting; like a precious stone within its proper setting. Anyone who has investigated accurately knows this New Testament is so.

Well, here is this poor lame man, at the gate of the Temple. He sees Peter and John about to enter the Temple, and he asks for alms. And Peter, "fastening his eyes upon him, said, ‘Look on us.’ And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter said, `Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, give I unto thee. In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately, his ankle bones received strength, and he leaped up, stood, and walked and entered with them into the Temple, walking leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God, and were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.”

There we see the Law of Appropriation, possessing one's possessions. Here is a lame man, born lame, outside the Temple. Others were inside the Temple.  They went in to worship; he was on the outside. They were in God's House; he had to remain outside, content to watch those going in. He was a cripple.  He had no strength. He couldn't move, he was helpless. Many people today are spiritual cripples; on the outside, in​stead of the inside worshipping him.  Many of you are refusing to take God's best. There is no reason why you should not enjoy as much of God's love as anybody else alive today. The only hindrance is that somewhere in yourself there is a weakness. There is somewhere in your nature a hindrance, paralyzing you, keeping you from entering into God's best to you. In the words of Paul, the good that you would, you do not; and the evil that you would not, you are doing. Many of you are saying in your soul, with Paul again, “0h wretched man that I am! I want to be better than I am! I don't want to be beset by this one thing that hinders me.”

This man was helpless. He couldn't help himself, much less others. Friends had to bring him and lay him at the beautiful gate. Evidently his ankle bones were all right. Nothing is said about them being broken. But somewhere there was a weakness, in the bone, in the muscular system, in the nervous system, or maybe it was in his mind or his will. For FORTY YEARS this man had been a cripple, in a helpless state. He could tell you ABOUT the people who entered in, and he kept alive on the alms that were given to him, but he never entered in, himself. He KNEW the way, but he never WALKED the way. How many people are like that today! They know the Way. They see others walking in God's will, enjoying His Salvation, rejoicing and happy in the Lord, fully assured of salvation, serving the Lord, bearing fruit unto God, enjoying the Christian life; but they are still on “the outside,” defeated; they themselves are spiritual cripples and without strength.

Then there was something wonderful that happened. Some real Christians became interested in his plight and his need! Peter and John went by one day and saw him in his need and made him interested in his own deliverance! They said, “Look on us!” And he looked up, expecting to receive something from them. But he didn't receive what he expected. They pointed him away from himself, and said, “Silver and gold we have none,” we haven't the customary alms, the physical gifts that men have been giving you. But they did point him to the One Who could help--‑CHRIST, Who is Life. This man met the LIVING CHRIST. Today, you hear a lot about Christ, and God, but you can tell that most people think God is dead, and Christ is dead! To them, He is not the LIVING GOD, ABLE TO HELP THEM!

I was struck the other day in studying the life of Hezekiah of how the Assyrians came down upon Jerusalem. It would be like Red Russia coming on Europe right now. They would be just as helpless. Old Hezekiah went into the temple and said, “Lord, You made Heaven and earth! You are STRONGER THAN THE ARMIES OF THE ASSYRIANS YOU CAN DELIVER US!” And God worked a miracle among them and they never came into the city, never touched the city. One old, holy man believed in a LIVING GOD; that the GOD WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH AND STILL INTERVENES FOR HIS PEOPLE, CREATING MIRACLES, IF NECESSARY, TO DELIVER THEM.

That is just like God. And I want to say to you friends today that the CHRIST OF GOD IS ALIVE. HE IS ALIVE TODAY AS HE WAS TO THIS MAN IN THIS BOOK OF ACTS. Christ said, “I AM ALIVE FOREVER MORE and have the keys of Death and Hell!” Jesus Christ is alive. He can deliver us! Don't think of Christ as the Christ of the past, but as the PRESENT CHRIST. We can't go back 1900 or 2,000 years. He is the Christ of TODAY, the CHRIST FOR US, He is OUR CONTEMPORARY. CHRIST is walking the streets of Atlanta. Christ is ready to bless those who come unto Him. He is still standing with outstretched arms, saying “Come unto Me, and I will give you rest. I will answer your need. I will make you strong. I will make you walk and leap and praise God. I will make you what you want to be. I will make you what you ought to be, if you come to Me.”

Peter pointed this man to faith in Christ. It is faith in Christ that saves. Faith in Christ made the man whole. It is not the QUANTITY of your faith. You are not supposed to ask yourself, “Do I have the proper kind of faith and do I have ENOUGH faith?” That isn't the question. The real question is, “Is my faith in the proper object?” What is the proper object? THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. If you trust Him utterly for your weakness (and you know the weakness of your own nature), then Jesus Christ is strong where you are weak. And if you trust Him, He will give you the strength you need, HIS strength.

Then, THIS MAN APPROPRIATED THE STRENGTH OF CHRIST. Peter reached out and took him by the hand. Now that man could have just let his hand be limp in Peter's hand and he would never have been healed. Or, he could have drawn back his hand. But instead of that, HE TRIED TO GET UP! HE TRIED, AND HE GOT UP ON THOSE WEAK ANKLES, and THEN, the STRENGTH OF JESUS CHRIST CAME INTO HIM, and he went rushing into the temple, leaping and walking, and praising God. And he hadn't done such a thing in forty years! His lameness was now strength! No longer a cripple!

Oh, friends, you have heard about Christ, and His blessings; His power to save; his willingness to satisfy, and give you joy, and make you victorious over all circumstances, giving you the desires of your heart. Do you want Him? You say, “Well, how can I have Him?” The answer is, BY EXERCISING THE LAW OF APPROPRIATION. Where you are weak, He is strong. Where you have a weakness in your nature, in your body, in your mind, in your soul, CHRIST CAN BE YOUR STRENGTH AT THAT POINT. When you come to Him, recognizing that weak spot in your nature, and you have faith in Him, He will pour in His Own Strength at that point.

Ask yourself the question, “Where is it that I fail?”

Secondly, see that Christ's Nature is your answer.

He is strong where you are weak. When tempted, you can have His strength to withstand that temptation. In times of impurity, you can have His Purity. In hours of irritability, you can claim His quietness and patience. In hours of rush and hurry, you can claim His restfulness. When tempted to be unfaithful, or to be cowardly, to be untrue to the Faith, we can claim His faithfulness and His courage.

Thirdly, RECEIVE CHRIST. RECEIVE HIS NATURE.

What do you want, friend? “Preacher, this is what I want!” Then, TAKE IT! Right now!

You know, at Christmastime, the four of us in our family get up Christmas morning, and my boy walks over to where his gifts are, and he doesn't worry or beg or plead. He just goes over to his gifts and opens them. My daughter goes over to hers and says, “These are mine,” and she opens them.  My wife walks over to hers and says, “These are mine,” and opens them. I go over to mine, and open them. WE APPROPRIATE THEM. THERE THEY ARE. We don't stand around and say we wish we had some gifts. WE JUST OPEN THEM. THEY ARE ALREADY OURS. Can you imagine God Almighty, with a Great Christmas Tree, and lots of packages under the tree, and you wish you had one; do you think God would want you to stand back and not have the Gifts He planned? No, He says, “Come on, claim it! It's for you!” We are to appropriate it, and make it ours by the taking.

Friend, what do you want? Do you want FORGIVENESS FOR PAST SINS? Then take it! Do you want the ASSURANCE that you are a child of God? Then take it! Do want POWER over lustful thoughts or temptations? Then take the purity of the mind of Christ. Do you want VICTORY OVER YOUR TEMPER? Then take that victory right now. Do you want the Holy Spirit to fill your hearts? Then ASK HIM. Do not say, “I don't feel a certain way.” God has promised that He will. God is true, no matter how you “feel.” You don't have to feel a certain way.

The ship, “The Central America” had run out of water. It was down near the Amazon River, but not in the Amazon at the time. The men saw another ship over there, and they were dying, almost, of thirst, and they cried out, “Water! Water! We are dying of thirst!” And back came the answer, “Dip it up! You are in the mouth of the Amazon!” The Amazon River had thrown its waters out into the sea, fresh water! And they didn't know about it. Dying of thirst, they filled their buckets and drew up the fresh water and drank their fill.

Friends, are you like that? Are you dying? Perishing? Lacking something? Just dip into the fullness of God's goodness and grace, and you will find that He will fill you now and give you peace. Appropriate! Take! Take salvation, take the forgiveness of sin, take the assurance of salvation, take victory over that besetting sin! Oh, will you do it?

PAGE  
2

