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First John 5:13

"These things write I unto you that ye may KNOW that ye have eternal life." First John 5:13.

Two high school boys are on their way to school. John asks Jim if he knows the problem. Jim says he is not sure; John knows the problem. Jim fails, and John makes the grade. One did not know, and the other did.

Now in the great question of your salvation, DO YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE SAVED?

One day at the Atlanta YMCA I asked a friend, "Is it well with your soul?" He replied, "I guess not." He said, "It seems too much like presumption to say we KNOW we are saved. Too abstract, I don't believe that a person can be absolutely certain about it."

But we CAN KNOW. How do we know other things? How do we know the distance from the earth to the sun? How do we know that we are alive, existing? How do we know that the person we have been calling our Mother is really our mother? We know these things because they are established facts and we have accepted them to be true.

How do we know, then, that we have been born again? Birth! To describe a man's entrance into the Kingdom, Jesus used the word BIRTH. What is birth? It is the beginning of Life, earthly life in this world, a beginning, a brand‑new start, completely new, not just an old life repaired and worn and making another start. It is the very beginning of Life. Birth is new life.

When there is a new baby in the home, it is quite evident that that little fellow is alive! There is a new WAIL. A NEW CRY. A NEW HUMAN BEING IN THE HUMAN FAMILY. He is alive! He eats, sleeps, cries, and coos. He is active! A NEW EXISTENCE.

When we have been born again, we experience a new existence. Not earthly, but heavenly. In this world, we know we are alive because we are in contact with people and things about us. Moreover, we know best those persons and things we contact most. If we have life spiritually, we know by CONTACT with the Lord that we have that spiritual existence, and the more we contact Him, the better we know Him.  Now what are those contacts or relationships that prove to us that we have eternal life? God's Word presents the test of whether you have real, spiritual life.

Victory Over the World

1. We can know we have eternal life because of our new relationship to the world about us. "Whatsoever is born of God CONQUERS THE WORLD." At physical birth, we are born to die. This life ends in defeat, in death. Death eventually conquers physical existence. SPIRITUAL LIFE, on the contrary, CONQUERS. This term CONQUER is a military term. It suggests a battle, a conquest. The Christian is in a constant battle, but it can be a constant victory, overcoming the world.

The world, as used in the Scriptures, means all that is opposed to God and His will, all that would draw us away from obedience to God, all that is at enmity with God and Christ.

In this sense, the "world" might be your home, where perhaps your own loved ones would draw you away from God's will for your life. They resist the Christian life. The "world" may be your job. A job is a good thing, but if it keeps you grinding away day and night so that you have no time whatever for God and His House, then that job is keeping you from obeying God. The true, born‑again Christian allows nothing to come between him and his God!

WHATEVER comes between your soul and GOD YOUR SAVIOR is the "world." Everyone who is born of God is a victor in this battle! It is a constant conflict, but each time, the Christian is conqueror over that which would keep him from God and eternal values.

"To conquer" means "to seek for, to gain or acquire by force." The world is constantly seeking you, seeking to gain you. And the Christian is constantly seeking the spiritual things, seeking to gain them. Is the world gaining you? Or are you gaining the spiritual things? The battle goes on daily. CONQUER, THE MOMENT YOU CONTACT! Don't give the enemy a chance! Don't be like Samson on the lap of Delilah. Be awake, alert, conquering as you contact! Conquer in your pleasures, work, study, books and acquaintances, in your home in every phase of your life! IF IT WILL HINDER YOU, CONQUER AS YOU CONTACT.  The Christian life is not just one final victory at one stroke, one waterloo once and for all. It is a constant warfare, one victory after another in close succession.

So we can tell by our contacts with the world, by our relationship to the world that is against God, if we have been born again and have the spiritual life. 

What about you?

Love Toward Christians

2. Second, we can know by our contacts and relationships with real Christians whether we have been born again. “We know we have passed from death to life because we love the brethren.” First John 3:4. If you are born again, you have REAL JOY in associating with the people of God. Tell me your true heart attitude toward people who really love God, and I'll tell you if you are born again. Only a saved man really loves to go to the House of God to be with others who are saved, and worship, and sing the great old hymns of the Faith, and feel warm in heart as he sings "Blest Be the Tie That Binds Our Hearts in Christian Love." Only the saved man will love the midweek prayer service, will love to go out and seek the lost for the Lord, and give of his money and time and talent for the furtherance of God's plans to evangelize a lost world. Only a saved man can stand and give a real testimony. DO YOU LOVE CHRISTIANS? Christians are Christ's Ones. If you love Him, you will love them.

Whose company do you most desire and enjoy and seek? The company of heavenly people, or of earthly-minded people?

When you love a person, you seek that person's company. Many a night at two o'clock, I might be seen writing a letter to my wife. Many a time in the evenings I phone her. When I was courting her, many a time I waited on the street corners for her as she returned from school. Many a morning I dropped by to see her. Why? Because I wanted her company! I desired her company so much that I was always planning, when away, how I might get with her again. What am I saying? "I LOVE--‑THY KINGDOM--‑LORD!" I love Him and long for more and more contact with Him, and with those people who belong to Him.

I remember so well a cartoon by Mr. Pace. It pictured two men in church, singing from the same hymnal, "I love Thy kingdom, Lord," and all the while they were looking dagger‑points at each other.

Sometimes Christians speak in ill will and criticism against other Christians. It comes from the heart. You see it when the group is divided into "this crowd" and "that crowd." But in heaven, is CHRIST DIVIDED? The New Testament speaks of all Christians being ONE IN CHRIST. One in Love. One in the desire to see His work progress. One in love toward each other. Let's show the spirit of Christ, or change our colors! LOVE, LOVE! By THIS shall a hostile world know that we are His disciples! Let's throw away all un‑Christian attitudes. LOVE is of God. HATRED is of the devil. Therefore, we can judge by our attitudes toward fellow Christians whether we have been born again.

Attitude Toward Sin

3. We can know we have been saved because there is the inward witness. We can know from within. Doctors advise frequent physical examinations. If it is good for one physically, then it is good for one in this spiritual life.

"Whosoever is born of God doeth no sin." First John 3:9. This is, literally, "does not practice sin." To keep on sinning, to practice sin, means to love sin. A man does habitually what he loves to do. SIN is "missing God's mark." Now here is a strange thing. I have seen men shooting at targets and their object is always to hit the mark, the bull's eye, and the center! But how many Christians there are who DELIBERATELY AND WILLFULLY SHOOT TO MISS! A man is warned about something in the Word of God. He knows what he ought to do, but after being warned to shoot straight, he SHOOTS TO MISS. He willfully rejects God's mark. He doesn't even try to do as God says. He not only rejects the Truth, but he HOLDS IT DOWN, WRESTLES WITH IT, GRAPPLES WITH IT, THROWS IT DOWN, TRAMPLES IT UNDER‑ (Romans 1: 18‑20) ‑willfully asserting himself against the love and revealed will of God! CHRISTIANS do not practice sin. A real Christian has something in his heart that reaches out for more knowledge and light and teaching from the Word of God. He has a strong desire in his heart to do the will of God, to hit the mark that God has set for him. A real Christian is BORN OF GOD and God's nature continues in him, and he is not able to keep on sinning willfully for he is BORN OF GOD. Man, born of Adam, cannot cease from sin; man, born of God, cannot go on sinning habitually. In Adam, there is the principle of SIN; in God's seed there is the principle of sinlessness. In Adam sinfulness is the ruling principle; in God, HOLINESS is the ruling principle. SEED begets after its kind. Cattle beget cattle. Snakes beget snakes. Insects beget insects. Adam begets after his likeness. God begets after his likeness. GOD HATES SIN; therefore a man born of GOD HATES SIN.

So the first internal evidence, causing us to know we are born again, is that we have a hatred for sin, as God hates it, and a desire for holiness.

Consciousness of God's Spirit

4. A real Christian at times has the internal witness, the Blessed consciousness of a HEAVENLY GLORY within him, making GOD REAL, HEAVEN SWEET, JESUS HIS LIVING CHRIST, ETERNITY NEAR, SOULS OF INESTIMABLE VALUE, THE WORLD LOST AND STRAYING FROM GOD. At these times, the LOVE OF GOD fills his soul! At times, HEAVEN IS VERY NEAR. Why? Because of the Presence of God's Holy Spirit, His Spirit witnesses to our spirit that we are the born ones of God. God has sent Him to let us know we are accepted in the Beloved, that He is pleased that we have come to Him through His Son, that He has made known His gracious welcome in the Spirit.

"We know we are abiding in Him and He in us, because of the Spirit which He has given and Who still remains with us." Ask Peter about his experience at Pentecost, of the heavenly glory that filled his soul, of the power that he had to speak God's Word, of the wonderful new courage before his enemies, of the vision on the housetop and the leading of the Spirit to go to Cornelius. Ask Stephen, the first Christian martyr, of his experience. Ask Christians today of their experiences in their Christian life. As we meet for worship, as we speak to some lost soul about eternal life, we have the witness of the Spirit that we are born again. We know it in our prayer rooms alone with God; we know it as we meditate on His Word. What Christian has not, at some time or other, felt the Presence of Another in his soul? What Christian has not felt the JOY of communion with God, knowing His Presence was with us? Oh, the blessed witness of the HOLY SPIRIT. WE KNOW. WE KNOW. Just as we know other things, WE KNOW.

So, the external evidences are that we conquer the world and love the brethren. The internal evidences are that we hate sin as God hates sin, and that we have God's Spirit within us.

The Word of God

5. We can know that we are saved from the Word of God. Some people say, "God is in Heaven and we are on earth; how can we contact God?" We can contact Him through His Holy Word. "In them, ye have eternal life." Your attitude toward God's Word reveals whether you have been born again. If you have come to know Him, you will want to keep His Commandments constantly. You will want to give watchful heed, and definite observance, to His written instructions. The Words of God! The Words of Christ! They testify of Him WHO IS LIFE. The born‑again soul FEEDS UPON The Bread of Life! The born again soul THIRSTS daily for the Water of Life! The born‑again soul is LONELY without the companionship and communion of God in prayer. The born‑again soul is EAGER TO KNOW the blessed will of God for his life and searches the Word that he may know it! He STAKES HIS SOUL on the unfailing promises of God. And God rewards his faith by giving his ASSURANCE OF SALVATION as he reads the Word. God cannot lie. If He has spoken a promise, that promise SHALL BE FULFILLED AS HE SAID. A born‑again soul RELIES on these promises and rejoices in advance in the sureness of their being fulfilled.

What is your attitude toward the Bible? Do you read it dutifully, or merely as literature? THE WORD OF GOD SHALL NEVER PASS AWAY. IT ABIDES FOREVER. It should mean everything to you! If you do not have the assurance of your own personal salvation, start spending at least thirty minutes a day alone with God in prayer and in finding out what He has said. ACCEPT IT! REMEMBER IT! CARRY IT WITH YOU THROUGH THE DAY. RECALL IT FREQUENTLY, as you go about the day's work. As you read it, underscore God's PROMISES TO YOU. Then when times of doubt or testing come, re‑affirm your faith because GOD HAS SPOKEN TO YOU, and HE CANNOT LIE.

He doesn't ask us always to understand, for our minds are not able to understand the great and mighty things of God. We are simply to look to Him in faith and trust and dependence.

Let us look at some of the promises in which we may find assurance. "As many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become children o f God, even to them that believe on His Name; who were born not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, but of God." John 1:12.

"Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.

"He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life.” John 3:36.

"He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life." John 5:24.

"Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out" John 6:37.

"I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My Hand." John 10:28.

"I and my Father are One." John 10 :30.

"I am the resurrection and the life He that believeth on Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never die." John 10:25.

"I am the way, the truth and the life. No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." John 14:6.

"Because I live, ye shall live also." John 14:19.

"These things are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye may have life through His Name." John 20:30.

"Being justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him." Rom. 5:9.

These promises are just a few which tell us of our security in Him. Only in Him is there any security! Now ASSURANCE comes from just resting in His finished work, just depending on God to carry out His promises as He said (nothing we could do could add one bit to His perfect, finished salvation in the Person and work of Christ). ASSURANCE comes when we just leave it all in God's Hands, relying on Him completely. ASSURANCE comes when we trust it all to His care and keeping!

Read the First Epistle of John, the fourth chapter, and underscore for yourself the verses in which John writes, "We know. . ." and "Ye know ... ", in reference to being assured that you are God's. Read His promise, trust Him, and then REST IN HIM. You may have the assurance of salvation. You may KNOW IT. God bless you!
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