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I have had the privilege of giving thoughts along this line to several Min​isters' Conferences,            for which I am grate​ful to God. There are some ministers who are tired of cold, dead, powerless formalism, and in those meetings, the question was raised, "How can we win souls to Jesus?" You can count on new life coming into the church when souls are born again, for truly, if angels    rejoice over sinners repenting, the church also will rejoice if it is near to Christ and the heart of God.

Let us think about the kind of revival we need today, and look at two passages of Scripture, one from the Book of Acts, chapter 20, and the other from the Book of Amos. One is from the New Testa​ment, and the other from the old. Verse 28 of Acts 20: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciple after them. Therefore watch, and remem​ber, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears."

Now there is an intensive passage. It gives us the intenseness of the soul of Paul the Apostle. "I CEASE NOT TO WARN . . ." (Where is the warning message today?) ". . . EVERYONE . . ." (Everyone whom he contacted)." NIGHT AND DAY . . ." (He has just said that he ceased not; why, then, did he add, "night and day?") ". . . WITH TEARS." That was the spirit of Paul! And he continues: "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified."

Verse 26: "I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men." The word "men" is in italics, and therefore not in the original. Paul said he was free, pure, from the blood of all! That is a terrible passage. I wonder if we can say it today. Paul is borrowing that passage from Ezekiel, I'm sure, where Ezekiel has the warning ​message from God that he is to hear the Word at God's mouth, and WARN men. If Ezekiel warns them faithfully, their blood will be on their own heads; but if he does not, their blood God will require at Ezekiel's hands.

I was speaking of this passage one time while teaching a group of young people about soul‑winning. I told of an experience I had had several years before, when God laid soul‑winning upon my heart in a definite way. There was a man dying in Grady Hospital, and I re​ceived a phone call to go and see him. But I delayed (for some reason which seemed very good at the time) and that man died. I had the opportunity to go and see him! That experience burned my soul. I couldn't sleep well that night. I had passed up the opportunity! Oh, beloved, we are having opportunities EVERYDAY, and we are passing them up. After telling this as an illustration of, "Their blood will I require at your hands," a young man in the class came up to me and looked me straight in the face. "Preacher," he said, "How are you going to feel when you stand face to face with that lost soul and God?"

I don't know about you, but one of my greatest griefs when I come to the end of the way will be that I have passed up opportunities. I've been found jesting, when I ought to have been serious. I've been found thinking about something else, when I ought to have been thinking about the paramount things, snatching lost souls out of hell. I've been found dilly‑dallying, when I ought to have been engaged in the business of the Lord! To Paul, this chiefest of all business was a passion. I wonder if there is a man alive who can say this thing that Paul said. This is Scripture; these are the words of the Holy Ghost. I believe that Paul was one man who never let anybody get away from him without witnessing EARN​ESTLY. Paul says, "I take you to record this day that I am pure from the blood of ALL." In other words, Paul says, "I am clean from that. blood. I've warned everyone with whom I have come in con​tact--- in the pulpit, out of the pulpit, everywhere!" Beloved, if we are going to be soul‑winners, we MUST get some​thing of this passion of Paul in our souls. If we want to be clean from the blood of all men, we must seek them for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now the other passage: the book of Amos, chapter 7, verse 10. "Then Amaziah the priest of Beth‑el sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land.” (This man Amos had tremendous courage. "Jero​boam shall die by the sword and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land!") "Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread and prophesy there: but pro​phesy not again anymore at Beth‑el: for it is the king's chapel, and it is the king's court. Then answered Amos and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me as I fol​lowed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. Now, therefore, hear the word of the Lord." There was a man of God. And men of God today are typified by the Apostle Paul in the New Testament and Amos in the Old. These two Scripture references give us a picture of what preaching ought to be.

Let's bow our heads to pray before we go into the thought. "Father, we thank Thee for this privilege. Bring us just now to a real, heart‑searching time. May we forget our surroundings and the other cares of life, and focus our attention on the chief things. `He that winneth souls is wise,' said the wisest man, endued with wisdom from on high. O God, make us all soul‑winners. Thou hast told us who will be the stars in the next world​ those who turn many to righteousness! Lord, sometimes we believe that if we told the truth, we would have to put the word "any" in place of "many." How MANY souls have we turned to righteous​ness? It is Thy will, Lord, to give us souls. We pray that Thou wilt speak to our hearts, and give us the passion to go out and win souls, in earnest, faith​ful endeavor. And we'll thank Thee for it, in Jesus' name. Amen."

My subject is, "The Kind of Preaching That Brings Revival and Brings Souls to the Lord Jesus Christ." The first thing that I suggest is that such preaching MUST BE DONE BY MEN CALLED OF GOD, men who have unction of God for that work. I do not believe for a mo​ment that God intends any of His serv​ants to be fruitless. A study of the 15th of John reveals that the Great Culti​vator of the Vine stands over the vine, constantly seeking to prune it, cleanse it, make it profitable. Why? So that it might bear more fruit, and much fruit, that the Father might be glorified. If the Father is glorified only by the bearing of MUCH fruit, how much glory is He getting out of our average Christian ministry today? How much glory is He getting out of our churches and our Christian lives? I think we need to bend over that 15th of John constantly, and ASK for that cleansing. What we are depends upon our fellowship with Him. "Abide in me and I in you, for apart from me ye can do not one thing." We can do worldly things without God, but not one thing FOR HIM unless we are connected with Him. Beloved, we need to bear fruit to the Lord. We must be ordained of the Lord to this great business. Here is your ordination in John 15: "I have ordained you to go and bring forth fruit, that your fruit might remain." Preaching must be done by God called men if souls are to be won to the Lord Jesus Christ.

   Preaching MUST BE SCRIPTURAL. I was in the North one time, and a young man said to me, "You know, so many of our preachers today are not giving us Scriptural messages." Not giving Scriptural messages! Not founded upon the Word of God! Surely men of God ought to know this sacred Book and be constantly studying it to be sure of preaching Scriptually. We don't have to go outside the Bible. The Scriptures are abundant. We must stay in God's Word day and night. Everywhere I go, I find ministers who are realizing this more and more, and I thank God for it. I have realized this in my own life, and I tell you, beloved, we MUST have time if we are to have power with God and men. We must take time for communion with Him! We ought to come out to the pulpit fresh from our prayer‑room and God. There will be an anointing. There will be unction. There will be power. There will be an "other‑worldliness" about our preaching if we do it. Our preaching must be based upon the Word of God.

   Also, our preaching MUST BE ILLUSTRATED. Our blessed Lord was the Master of Illustration. He knew the human heart and knew how to reach it. He used illustrations. Our illustrations should be based upon the Word of God. The word "illustrate"' means to "enlighten, to bring into the clear, to make to shine upon," and here, "to make God's Word clear, fastening it in the mind through illustration." D. L. Moody used to say, "I use my illustrations to soften the heart, and then I drive in the truth." One time Moody told a Bible teacher, "The trouble with you, brother, is that you just have a big room, with no windows in it. You need some windows of illustration. You know your Bible, and you quote it over and over again, but you need to illustrate it." I will never forget when I first started my ministry, eleven years ago at Colonial Hills. My heart would just be filled with Scripture, and I would be very careful to tell the saints exactly where every passage was found, and all my sermons were more or less a series of Scripture quotations. One day, a very wise old man of God said to me, "Son, you're ruining your ministry. You needn't tell us exactly where all those passages are found. Just let go and let the Spirit use you."' It was a lesson to me, and I thank God for it. I needed it at that time. It was a form of pride, and I thank the Lord for puncturing that pride. We should illustrate the truth.

   Our object is to move the will of the listeners--‑ not simply appeal to the emotions, but move the will to action! Whatever illustrations move the will to action, Scriptually, should be used. Illustrations of the Book, illustrations from nature, illustrations from personal experience God can use them for His glory. Use illustrations that you find around sickbeds and death‑beds. Use experiences you have had in revival meetings and in dealing with individual lost souls. USE THEM! God will meet human hearts even as He met that human heart in your illustration. ILLUSTRATE in winning souls to Jesus!

   Moreover, preaching MUST BE PRAYERFUL, to win lost souls to Christ. A fellow‑preacher asked me one time, "What emphasis do you put on prayer for revival meetings?"' I said, "Beloved, every emphasis!" We must get on our knees and pray down revival. We must go to God in our weakness and fully depend upon the Spirit of God. We must say, "Oh, God, it isn't MY message that will win these souls, not even MY quoting of the Scriptures. I must have unction that comes from ABOVE, I must have THY POWER." Preaching demands earnest prayer.

   Once there was a great preacher who was learning afresh something about the power of prayer. "I can't get along in my Christian life," he said, "without at least an hour a day alone with God." This preacher noticed a layman who was greatly used of God in soul‑winning work, and he said to that layman: "Tell me, please, the secret of your success." This was the answer, in a very humble way: "Sir, I find that I can't get along without two hours alone with God in prayer everyday. I can't do it." The preacher then said, "I realize why he is having power. He spends time in prayer. There is travail, there is agony, there is concern." 

   I held a meeting recently for a young preacher in Louisiana. I saw God pour out His power and 147 souls accepted our Lord in twelve days. I knew there was going to be power, even as I got off the train, upon arriving. I felt the presence of God. The first morning I preached, nine souls came to the Lord for salvation. That night, nineteen were saved. And the power continued all through the meeting without any let‑up, through some of the most inclement weather I've ever seen. There were only three fair days out of the twelve, but God kept lining those altars night after night, and the secret of it all was that the people had been in earnest, prevailing prayer. God answers prayer! Not only must the people pray, but above all, the preacher must pray‑.‑‑4‑ believe it was Joseph Parker who said, "I find that I must not only prepare my sermons, but I must prepare myself." Beloved, it is important that we have prepared sermons. Yes, they MUST be prepared; but we ought also to prepare ourselves, and earnest prayer is the only thing that will do it. An hour on our knees before we begin Sunday morning will make a difference in our pulpit. An hour everyday on our knees would make a great difference in our understanding of the Word. We must be prayerful if we are to win souls to Jesus. 

When this young pastor in Louisiana called his people together to pray, God gave a tremendous outpouring of His Spirit, and on Sunday night the church could not hold the people. The city was shaken! They had never heard of 147 souls in 12 days. The preacher said that night, "We have read about such happening in Finney's day, and in Moody's day, and here we are seeing it before our very eyes." He and the other ministers were astonished. The secret was, GOD ANSWERS BELIEVING PRAYER. A very humble man there dared to claim the town for Jesus! He wrestled with God, and he agonized, and God answered. Beloved, victory will come when we pray like that! The devil is not afraid of prayerless teaching, prayerless preaching, prayerless soul winning, prayerless church services. He is not afraid of that at all.  But when a group of saints get down on their knees in earnest, believing prayer, taking nothing but a glorious victory as an answer, victory will surely be the result. Preaching must be prayerful.

   Another necessity is that it MUST BE SPIRITUAL. By "spiritual" I mean "filled with the Spirit of God." God will not honor our work unless we honor Him.  I used to think, as a young minister, that the Spirit's office was to honor the Son, and that we were not to say very much about the Holy Spirit. But in my ministry I have found that in whatever things I gave the Holy Spirit honor (in my personal life and in my preaching), I've had power before God and success in soul‑winning. We MUST honor the blessed Spirit of God. He IS GOD! He is the effectual worker of the Godhead. I don't know what your practice is, but before preparing for every service, I pray, "Oh, God, give me Thy Holy Spirit!" Perhaps that won't "set well" with some of our friends. But I ask Him to be with me in the selection of the subject, be with me in the preparation of the message, be with me in the deliverance of it, and be with me at the conclusion as souls are coming to Him. Then I do everything I can, though it be in a weak way, to prepare the message and memorize the Scriptures. When I go to the pulpit, however, I put it all upon Him, and pray, "Spirit of God, THOU must do it, or nothing will be done!" I tell you, it has been a long time since we've preached and no souls accepted Christ. I say this for the honor of God's blessed Spirit! HE wants to use us! He wants to bring men to Christ! He wants to give revival. IT MUST BE SPIRITUAL. The Holy Ghost must do it or it's not going to be done. We must depend upon the SPIRIT OF GOD.

   Also, it MUST BE COURAGEOUS PREACHING. Courageous preaching will meet the condition and needs of the people, regardless of how they, popular theology or popular religion might feel about it! Courageous preaching is faithful dealing with the Truth and with the hearts of men. The surgeon, to penetrate the heart of the cancer, must take his knife. There must be cutting and pain. But his object is not to destroy, but to save the life. Beloved, we are standing not merely before human lives, but before eternal souls! Preachers should be surgeons, digging out that SIN that is rooted in the life, hindering, damning, bringing the soul to hell! And it takes searching, incisive words to do it. Courage comes by the power of God's Spirit. We must be courageous in our preaching, serving God, not man. We read in the book of Acts about the early Christians being in jeopardy. The authorities had warned them not to preach about Christ, but these men courageously answered, "We ought to obey God rather than men." It is our business to obey God, even if it means our lives; and to preach thus, in obedience to God, requires courage. Oh, let us be faithful! Now this kind of preaching will bring criticism and other factors that will tend to discourage a young preacher (or any preacher for that matter), for if we are human, we will not want people to be against us. But two desires will make and keep us courageous: the desire to please GOD ALONE, and the desire to snatch souls out of hell. Motivated by these desires, we will not fear men. We will tell the lost of their need. We will preach the solemn truths that Paul preached‑--repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We must preach with courage!

   There are some words in the first chapter of Romans and elsewhere in the New Testament that I would not expound in a mixed audience. Strong words, words about the sins of the people! Yet they are written by the Holy Ghost in the Holy Scriptures. Shall we preachers be told, "Nay," when we get up and call sin, “SIN,” by its rightful name, and warn men about their lost condition? Shall those of us who are in the pulpit cut corners, and say nice, sweet things while souls within the sound of our voice ARE GOING TO HELL? Can sinners walk into our pews and sit down and go out again, feeling easy and comfortable after listening to our messages? A man, who is now a member of my church, was saved in one of our revival meetings.   He has told me many a time, "Preacher, I had heard sermons which were so nice and easy that I had walked away saying to myself, `Oh, you're all right, you're all right,' and I'd go away patting myself on the back. And all the while, I was drinking my way to a devil's Hell." God have mercy on us preachers if we are letting men go to hell! God have mercy on us if anything is standing between us and the souls of men!

   When we stand before Christ, there will be these searching questions: Have we been faithful to the souls of men? Have we been faithful to the Word of God? Let us meet our Lord with COURAGE. Let it not be said of us that we were cowards, that we failed in the great day of battle, and that souls who are now sitting under our ministry will then be writhing in the Pit. I don't know how you feel about it, beloved, but whenever I see souls come to the altar to accept Christ, I go home with my heart rejoicing, but there is always a tinge of agony in my heart because of the souls who have walked away UNSAVED. When I retire at night, I sometimes lie awake thinking (with thanksgiving) of the responsibilities of being a preacher and standing before the souls of men; of the multitudes to whom I've had the privilege of preaching the Gospel; of that future Day when those multitudes shall come before me. I wonder if there will be any who will say, "Preacher, you trifled. You didn't pray. You didn't have courage. You didn't play the man. You weren't a prophet of God. When you stood in the pulpit that morning, you patted me on the back and told me things were well, and I went out feeling at ease---a hell‑bound sinner!" A dying man said this very solemn thing to his brother, a Christian: "Why didn't you tell me there was a Hell?" The brother replied, "I tried to lead you to Jesus!" The dying man cried, "That wasn't enough! You ought to have taken me by the shoulders and looked in my face and shaken me to my senses! If you had, I might not now be LOST!" There has been many a soul lost because a preacher had no COURAGE.

   Here is Amos standing with courage, saying, "You have brought Israel into sin, Jeroboam, and Israel is going to be led away because of its sin." And the false prophet said, "Get on down yonder, country preacher, with what you are saying. This is the king's palace!"' And Amos answered him: "Listen to me! God called me to preach! He took me when I was in another business, and put me in this business of preaching, therefore, THUS SAITH THE LORD!" God, give us preachers like that. Men of courage!

   To ministers all over the country, I have said in humility, "Beloved, do we want revival? I believe I know a sure way to have it. IF ALL MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL WOULD STAND IN THE PULPIT AND PREACH FOR SIX MONTHS ON SIN, DEATH, HELL, AND JUDGMENT, AND THE SOLEMN THINGS ABOUT THE SINNER'S LOST, HELL‑BOUND CONDITION, WE WOULD HAVE REVIVAL. If we would do it in the city, we would have revival in the city; if we would do it in the state, we would have revival in the state; if we would do it in the United States, we would have it in the United States! Courage is lacking in men of God today. We MUST have courage. Paul had it. When he stood before Agrippa, and when he stood before Felix, he stood there with courage! He might have been a coward and used bribery, but thank God for a man who can't be bought. The Apostle couldn't be bought. He stands there and sticks his finger in the face of Felix and says, "You're living in sin and you are going to hell." And he reasons with him concerning righteousness, self‑control, and judgment to come, till Felix trembles from head to foot, and if Felix is in Hell today, it isn't because Paul wasn't true to the Gospel!

   Preaching that brings revival MUST BE CONSTRAINED PREACHING. I said CONSTRAINED preaching. Paul was under constraint and declared, "Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel." Jeremiah was under constraint. He decided one time that he would stop preaching, but he cried out and said, "I can't do it. God's Word is a fire in my bones, and I cannot put it out." He began again to proclaim the Gospel. Any preacher who stands over this Book, reads this Book day after day, and stays on his knees an hour every day, cannot be stopped preaching! He's going to preach! If not in the church, he will do it in the streets. God-called men are going to preach. They are going to be faithful to God. They are UNDER CONSTRAINT. One of my dear friends was at one time without a pastorate. One day I saw him weeping. I asked, "Why are you weeping?" He answered, "Here it is, Easter Sunday, and I have nowhere to preach; but I have a message, I have a message!" This man of God wanted to give out his message, and I know he gave that message that day. He was under constraint.

   Preaching that brings revival MUST BE PASSIONATE. It will be tearful preaching. A man once said of D. L. Moody, "He was the only man I ever knew who had a right to preach on hell." I said to him, "You have no right to say that. I have a right to preach on hell. Any preacher has a right to preach on hell." But since that time, I have changed my mind about it. There are some men who have not preached on solemn things for so long that for them to preach on hell wouldn't be fitting! Out of place in their ministry! Haven't warned! So men sleep on their way to hell because there has been no warning, no tearful preaching. This man gave the reason for his statement. When D. L. Moody preached on hell, he had a sob in his voice! And we are to preach the truth concerning hell, BUT, WE ARE TO PREACH IT IN LOVE. That sinner sitting out there listening to you will not be stirred by your preaching on hell, death, and judgment if you preach in jesting language. But if you preach it, brother, with a broken heart, and if he knows that you love him, and don't want him to go into eternity without God, that man will listen to you. We must speak the truth, but we must speak it in LOVE. Tearful preaching, preaching that cares, preaching that's concerned, preaching that convinces that you love lost souls and want them saved!

   A memorable incident occurred in Louisiana. I had been giving a series of morning messages on "Soul‑winning," and had been speaking about tears, and having a passion for lost souls. "Passion" means suffering, you remember, or, real concern that hurts down deep. I had told about Hadley, the man who used to stand over drunkards in Water Street Mission, and weep over them. Preachers who would come in couldn't do much with them, but Hadley would cry over those sinners and kneel with them at the altar, put his arms around them and tell them he was concerned. Many of these poor souls came to trust in Christ. However, the time came when Hadley was ashamed of his tears because he had been ridiculed. So he asked God to take away his tears. God took away his tears and took away his power, too. Hadley continued preaching, but nothing happened. So he knelt and prayed, "God, give me back my tears!" And God gave him back his tears, and his power, and once again Hadley was able to win souls. 

I told that experience of Hadley's, and four days passed. It was now the night before our meeting closed. When I finished and started down from the pulpit, a lady came to me. Seeing that she was in tears, I asked, "Why are you weeping?" She said, "Do you remember the other morning when you told about the man who lost his power when he lost his tears? Well, I was like that. I used to sit in the back of the church while the minister was preaching, and my heart would be so heavy for lost souls, that the tears would roll down my cheeks. I thought I couldn't sit in my seat if God didn't save somebody, and I'd pray and weep. During the invitation, I'd speak to sinners in the audience, and take them forward, and kneel with them, and lead them to Jesus. After a while, I grew ashamed of my tears. I was the only one weeping. I didn't see any other Christians concerned over souls, and I was ashamed. Finally, I lost my passion for souls, just like that man." Then, this lady smiled, and I said, "What are you smiling about?" "Oh," she said, "when I heard that God restored that man's power, I got on my knees, and asked God to give me back my tears, and my power, and He has done it!" This lady's husband was in the service that night, and he became a Christian! God had restored her tears and her power. I'm not talking about "crocodile tears," beloved; I'm talking about GENUINE CONCERN. Don't you weep if you aren't truly concerned! But, oh, may God draw us so close to His own heart, and to the heart of the One who WEPT over Jerusalem, that we’ll HAVE tears. We are not going to have revival unless there comes to every one of us a real passion for lost souls. We need to care; we need some tears. We need to realize afresh that men are LOST and going to hell. And when we do, souls will come to Jesus!

   Preaching that brings revival will also be SEARCHING TO CHRISTIANS. It will awaken them to their responsibility to God! In many churches, the "Security of the Believer" is over‑emphasized. I'm talking about real, fundamental churches. Now I'm for Security, and you know that. Everywhere I go, Christians are not assured of salvation, and the first thing I do is try to lead them into the assurance of salvation, so that they will become useful in the Lord's work. For if they themselves are not certain that the Lord saved them will they speak to lost souls about salvation? In my morning messages, I start off with assurance, and lead up to soul‑winning. I believe in Assurance! I'M STRONG ON ASSURANCE! I love those joyous truths. But, beloved, it is possible to keep feeding people Assurance until they will just sit down and fold their hands and say, "I’m saved." The Spirit of God knew this, and all through the pages of the Word He wrote solemn warnings to the individual believer. You can lose your life, even though you don't lose your soul! You can lose your reward! You can suffer loss! You will stand ashamed before your Master! 

To get that crown of rejoicing, of which Paul speaks, the believer must win souls! Christians can suffer loss. We read about becoming "castaways." There is something terrible about that word. I don't want to become a castaway, do you? I don't want to be laid on the shelf! I don’t want to be put aside. Oh! what a terrible thing to be once used of God, then, be set aside. In a revival meeting in Florida, an elderly preacher, backslidden in sin, wept his way back to God in one of our meetings. The pastor of the church later wrote me that this old preacher was going to speak for him on a certain Wednesday night. I'll never forget that dear old man, with tears rolling down his cheeks, as he said to me: "Do you think the Lord will ever let me preach again?" I said that I thought God would let him preach again. But what about those wasted years! A castaway! How precious is life to a Christian.

   The other day I was reading a newspaper article about a young woman who had been in a plane crash. She was some sort of an entertainer, and this article told how she suffered for months, but was regaining her strength--‑enough to appear at a night club. She had to be very careful now about her rest and her food. To someone remarking about that, she said, "Oh! I know now how precious life is." How precious life is--- to a CHRISTIAN. I want to spend the rest of my days for the Lord, don't you? We must preach on the Christian's responsibility.

   Furthermore, preaching that brings revival MUST BE DIRECT TO SINNERS. There are certain subjects calculated to win souls. If you get out of those subjects, you don't get souls. George Mueller, I believe it was, noticed that a fellow‑pastor didn't win souls. Old Mueller, that man of prayer and faith, knew his Book and realized it was because this friend was not preaching the TYPE of sermon that would bring souls to Christ. Now what type of sermon will win souls? It is the message, beloved, that deals with the sinner’s condition. He's lost. He's going to hell. He needs solemn messages. I want to pause here just a moment to say that my heart is grieved over the jesting that is going on today about solemn messages. I've almost been caused to stumble over it. There is laughing about hell. Some of our preachers are "branded."' I've been branded as a "Hellfire preacher." That has grieved me, and sometimes, in order not to make people feel uneasy in my presence, I've grinned at it, you know. But my heart ached. Beloved, HELL is not a joke to me. Six or seven years ago, I knelt down and opened my Testament, and analyzed the 16th chapter of Luke. And when I got up, I KNEW THERE WAS A HELL! There's too much joking about it. I challenge you to show me a revival in history that wasn't solemn and serious. Show me where in history there was laughter, and joking, and jibing, in a real, Holy Spirit revival! D. L. Moody used to say, "Go out of this room now, and you'll get 

back to your jesting and the solemn things that have searched your souls will flee from your minds, and sinners will go to hell." And they will!

   In Birmingham, I was preaching one night on "Eternal Hell." Sitting in the audience was a college professor. I had noticed him, but didn't know who he was and didn't care; I was after souls. (God had given us 26 that morning.) The young pastor of the church was a student in the college nearby where this professor taught, and he said to me, "Professor_____laughed you to scorn. He didn't like your message. He didn't believe it was true." I'd like to say to that dear man, "Brother, you have studied your science, but have you studied this Book? If I were to walk into your classroom and claim to be an authority on science, you would laugh me out of the room, and justly so. Yet, you--- who are not at all an authority on the Word of God, and have never really investigated the Truth--‑are laughing it to scorn! I have spent eighteen years in intensive Bible study, and I KNOW THERE IS A HELL." I know there is a hell! The majority of people are going there and love it. I don't know about you, but I've been pleading for a long time, "God, give us Atlanta for Christ." I find myself praying over other cities also. During a stopover of a plane trip recently, I had six hours to spend in Jackson, Mississippi, and I walked the streets. Until eleven o'clock, I watched the crowds, throngs going into the moving picture shows, and walking the streets in sin, and I cried, "Oh, God, send a revival to Jackson, Mississippi, and SAVE THESE SOULS!" Why? Souls are going to hell, boys and girls, men and women. To HELL!

   One dear man of God wrote a book about the Lake of Fire. A critic wrote to him, saying, "I see you are an old‑fashioned preacher, a red‑hot, hell‑fire preacher, perpetuating a delusion, not using good reasoning and judgment." The critic went on to burn up the preacher about his solemn presentation. The old man of God sat down and wrote a reply. He said, "Sir, I have received your letter. You say I am an old‑fashioned, red‑hot, hell‑fire, preacher, perpetuating a delusion, not using good reasoning and judgment. When I pour over my Bible here in my room and read of the Lake of Fire into which precious human beings are going to be cast, and where they SHALL BURN FOREVER AND EVER, whatever it means, it is something horrible, or God would not put it there When I read that, I see the faces of my friends, I hear the horrible screams as they are carried irresistibly into the Lake of Fire. You say I am perpetuating a delusion because I beg them with all the intensity of my soul to ESCAPE the eternal flames!"

   One soul snatched out of hell is the answer to all the jesting. God help all of us preachers if we fail Him and fail souls in this tremendous age! "Lord, be merciful to us! We have failed Thee, and failed lost souls. May this be an hour of consecration and coming back to the MAIN THINGS, for Jesus sake, Amen!"
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