THE JUDGMENT TO COME
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Ecclesiastes 12 :13

"Let us hear the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil."

There we have again, as we see through all the pages of the Word of God, that JUDGMENT is coming upon the lost. We have tried to warn about the judgment to come. What an awful time it is going to be for the lost in that tremendous hour! Don't forget that none less than the Lord Jesus Christ tells in no uncertain terms, of the awful judgment to come. Jesus said that the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah shall stand in judgment with the men of His generation who rejected Him. Think of it--‑the generation that rejected Jesus Christ and His Testimony as He walked among men on this earth will stand in judgment with the wicked of ancient Sodom and Gomorrah. Some rejected Him and some did not. Some believed, some believed not. Some yielded, some yielded not. Some came, some did not. Many turned their backs on Him. Jesus says that in the Day of Judgment the sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah, who were sinners exceedingly in the sight of God, shall stand up in the judgment.

The Lord Jesus said that the Queen of Sheba came long distances to see the wisdom of God as given in Solomon, and that she will rise up to condemn the men today who seek not the Living God and His Christ. The Queen of Sheba traveled long distances with great inconvenience in order that she might learn of God's movement upon this wise man Solomon. And yet, here was a greater than Solomon. The Queen of Sheba will rise up in judgment and condemn the men of this generation who turn their backs on the Lord Jesus.

Jesus said the men of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. God Almighty said that because of the sins of Nineveh that He would destroy the city and every inhabitant within it. He sent them a message of warning, through Jonah. Jonah went through that city preaching about the awful condemnation of God and brought about a universal repentance, from the king upon the throne unto the captive in the dungeon. They put on sackcloth and spread ashes on their heads. They knelt in deep contrition of heart and spirit, trusting that God would AVERT the awful catastrophe, the awful judgment, and God did avert the judgment. God did turn it back. The people of Nineveh who repented under Jonah's preaching will rise up and condemn the men of each succeeding generation. It was CHRIST preaching through Jonah.

People of Capernaum, who heard and received Christ in Person and received His words, will rise up and condemn men who rejected him. The people of Nineveh, the people of Capernaum, and the people of today, will rise up in judgment against those who reject Him. Christ is speaking today through His servants. So all Christ‑rejectors, in all generations, will rise up in judgment, under condemnation, because they repented not under the preaching of the Word of God.

Paul will stand at the judgment bar of God and meet his persecutors there, and what a time it is going to be friend think about the battles he was in, and the scourgings and whippings he had to take, and the mockery and shame they put upon the head of that man of God, the greatest Christian this world has ever known, all because he simply preached the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. They will all be at the judgment bar of God--‑his detractors, his persecutors.

Think about the martyrs--‑those who died for the Name of Jesus. God's Word says the souls of the martyrs are under the altar, and one day these martyrs will come forth and will be avenged of their murderers. They will stand to meet their murderers at the Bar of God. Think about the Caesars who tried to stamp out Christianity through persecution, how they are going to feel on that great judgment day.

Jesus said that whoever was persecuted for righteous sake will receive a great reward. Today, if you stand, out for Christ and pray and read your Bible, you will be termed by many a fanatic. But there will be a reward for you in heaven. For so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.

Jesus said that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob shall enter the kingdom of God, while the ones to whom it was offered, but who spurned it, shall be cast into outer darkness. They were men of faith ---‑children of the kingdom. But those who had the privilege of being saved, who spurned it, shall be cast outside, in the outer darkness.

The prophets, who were beaten and stoned and threatened, but who stood true to God, who suffered at the hands of their tormentors, will be the tormentors on the other side. We read about how they were maligned and scoffed at and called everything under the sun, beaten, and even died, to be true to God. One day they will meet their tormentors, but the tormentors will be under condemnation.

God's Word says the sea shall give up the dead, with everyone who has been buried therein. They shall stand before the Bar of God. Hell shall disgorge her victims, now screaming in the agony of the damned. They shall stand before the judgment bar of God. The devil and the demons shall also appear. All those creatures and people who rebelled against God shall stand before the Living God. There shall be judgment for all men who brushed by the Cross, rejecting Christ, spurning the salvation God offers. They shall stand before Him and receive the awful sentence of doom. This lustful generation in which we are living shall stand before God. Our godly forefathers, who knelt in prayer before God, shall in that day stand up before God and condemn the leaders of our nation today who are not true to God. The godly men and women who founded our great universities and colleges on the Word of God, will stand up before the leaders of today who have departed from the Living God, teaching anti‑God philosophy in colleges and universities that Christian money built. Men who pose as respected leaders! Yet they leave out the Name of Christ and the Word of God. They shall stand before the faithful in the judgment and be ashamed.

The man who betrayed that girl into a life of sin will meet his awful judgment in that day, and what a judgment it will be!

The murderer will face his victim again at the judgment seat.

The drunkard, with all the sin and misery that he brought upon others, will stand at the bar of God condemned.

The moral man, who rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, will stand at the judgment. His self‑righteousness was his condemnation.

The man who sells liquor will be there, condemned by those he helped to hurt.

The entertainers, who caught the applause of the pleasure‑mad crowd and gave themselves over to suggestiveness and lust and shame and sin, shall stand before a holy God, and before holy men and women at whom they had laughed, calling them fools and religious fanatics.

The Hollywood women who placed thoughts of lust in the minds of tens of thousands of people shall meet their doom at that awful day.

The divorced husbands and wives shall face the children whom they cheated out of a normal life of love and security. What a day it is going to be! There will also be those parents who did take care to keep the home together, feeding the minds and bodies of their children, but who did not educate them and teach them in spiritual ways, did not teach them the Word of God, did not teach them to pray, did not teach them the fear of God! They will stand condemned at the Judgment bar of God along with the souls who turned down the Lord.

A successful farmer, whose flocks and herds increased, was known to say to those who spoke to him about eternal things, "I must make my fortune first. Then I shall attend to these matters." One day he took suddenly ill, while at market. He was hurriedly driven home and laid on a bed, but he never arose. One who sat by his side during the last hours of life, one who had often spoken to him of eternal things, heard him say in tones of bitter remorse, "I am a loser at last. I have gained the world but have lost my soul." Without a ray of hope, without anything better than that for which he had lived, he passed to his account with God, at the judgment bar of God. My friend what shall it profit you if you gain the whole world, but lose your own soul?

Do something about it today, now, before it is suddenly too late.
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