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II Corinthians 5:10

Friends, I want you to turn in your Bibles to Second Corinthians 5:10, and today we are studying one of the most important truths that come to the human mind, The Judgment Seat of Christ, when Christians shall stand before the Lord Jesus to give an account of their lives since they were saved.

There is confusion in the thinking of people about this matter of "Judgment." When judgment is mentioned in the Word of God, most people think of only one judgment, when the saved and unsaved shall stand together. But that is not true. They shall never be judged together. The Christian has already been judged for sin AT THE CROSS, where Jesus took his judgment for him. The matter of salvation (whether he is going to heaven or not) has already been settled and he cannot "come into judgment" (John 5:24) for that because he has passed from death unto life. The word judgment there in John 5:24 means condemnation; he cannot come into condemnation. Romans 8:1 assures the believer that "there is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION to those who are in Christ Jesus." But there IS condemnation for those who are out of Christ Jesus, the unbelieving. So Christians will not stand with the unsaved about the matter of SALVATION. Whether or not you are saved is determined in this life.

The other Sunday I tuned in on a preacher and caught a few of his words. He seemed to be an able speaker. He enunciated clearly. It was a delight to hear his voice. But you can imagine my surprise when he made the statement (quoting another preacher) that "on the Day of Judgment" the "one question" that God will ask "everyone" is this: "What did you do with YOUR POSSIBILITIES?" My heart began to sink within me. That is error!

There are two common errors in the statement. The first is that ALL would stand together. He was preaching to an audience composed largely of Christians. He himself was a Christian, and he was quoting a preacher who was a Christian. But, evidently, they were not careful students OF THE BIBLE, because the Bible says there is more than one judgment and they take place at different times, for different purposes, and different people are involved. We must understand the Bible teaching on Judgments if we are to understand the Mind of God on this subject. The Bible does not teach that all of us will be in judgment together.

The second error was that "The Judgment Day" involved the matter of salvation, whether or not the person would be saved. He implied that Salvation was dependent on the results of the question, "What did you do with your possibilities?" As a matter of fact, the one great question that will face the unsaved at the Judgment Bar of God, will be: "What did you do with My Son?" not "What did you do with your possibilities?" Now, for CHRISTIANS at the Judgment Seat of Christ that WILL be the question: "What did you do with your possibilities?" Not only possibilities, but with sins.

So that leads me to the subject of "The Judgment Seat of Christ." It is an IMPORTANT matter. We need to see this. We need to get into God's Word about it. First of all, let us look at the Scripture in Second Corinthians 5:10 "For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that which he hath done, whether it be good or bad." This refers to the time when we AS CHRISTIANS shall stand‑--saved, born again, Jesus dwelling in our hearts, partakers of the divine nature‑--in the PRESENCE OF JESUS, to give an account of our lives, the deeds done in the body, whether good or bad. It is a SERIOUS THING to realize that we must come into such a judgment.

Let us read from Second Corinthians 5, beginning at verse 8. "We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord." Paul says he is willing to go when God says go and to be absent from the body. He was willing to die, if it was the will of the Lord, for to die is to be present with the LORD, if the person is a child of God. The word "present" means to be "at home,” with the Lord. Death to a child of God is a "Going Home.”

Now notice. Paul says, "Wherefore we labor, that whether present or absent (whether here in our bodies, or with Christ in heaven) we may be ACCEPTED of Him." The word "accepted" means "well‑pleasing" to Christ Paul LABORED, he said, to be well-pleasing to Christ!

Friends, are you laboring to be well-pleasing to the Lord Jesus Christ? There are people who are working and laboring and thrashing around and going to all lengths to be pleasing TO MEN, to their loved ones, their husbands, their wives, their children, their employers, their political friends. How many are trying to PLEASE MAN, never thinking to please GOD. I am not saying we should try to displease man; we ought not, as far as possible. We ought to live peaceably and quietly and lovingly, friendly toward all men everywhere, and we will do it if we are really Christians. Here Paul LABORED to be well‑pleasing to the Lord.

Now that word "labor" means, "to be ambitious.” The King James version says, "that we may be accepted,” but the thought is "that we may be well‑pleasing." We are already accepted. Ephesians 1 says God has already accepted us, has taken us to Himself, and has received us, through Christ. Christ gives us that introduction to the Father. "By Whom we have INTRODUCTION, by grace, into this faith wherein we stand, and exult in the hope of the Glory of God," we read in Romans. What a wonderful thing to know we are already accepted, when WE accept CHRIST as our Saviour. We are accepted in the Beloved by God. He receives us. We are not strangers to the Lord any more.

So, "we labor.” We "are ambitious.” Oh, what a high ambition we have here! Men have all kinds of ambitions today that lead them into misery and wretchedness and ulcers and heart attacks.

The other day I was reading about an outstanding doctor who travels wide​ly, who found a certain tribe in a re​mote place, and he said they are the happiest people he ever saw. He said, however, that they had NO AMBITION at all. Well, you'd think that lack of

ambition would produce misery. But not so, "Ambition,” as the word is used today, means a competitive spirit

of trying to get ahead of one another.  These people don't "desire" anything.  They have food enough and clothes enough. They have loved ones and friends, and they are just content.  They do not try to climb over each other's backs and make their way up the ladder of fame, straining every nerve and fiber of their being (mentally, physically, spiritually) only to wind up with a broken body in a premature grave, because of an "ambitious" spirit.

Well, here in the Bible we see the right kind of ambition. It means to be well‑pleasing to JESUS! Ambitious to PLEASE JESUS! Desiring to please our Blessed Christ! Such a person will be a truly happy person, without ulcers and heart attacks and misery and wretchedness. It is an ambition that is characterized by peace in the soul. The more we please Jesus, the more we will have peace in our own hearts and souls, for until His smile is upon us we cannot rest.

Let me ask you, Christian, are you really trying to please JESUS? Whether it means leaving this body today or remaining here, do you want to please HIM? Whether in this world or in heaven, do you want to please Him? IS it the great ambition of your heart to please Jesus? If so, you certainly take time each day to go to Him and talk to Him in holy prayer. You take time to read the Words He has given to you, telling how we can live the life that pleases Him, the things we should do or not do, that delight Him. You will be thinking, too, of other souls you might win for Jesus, because the thing that makes Heaven happy is souls coming to Christ, people turning from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God. The Greek word for "well‑pleasing" carries with it the idea of "excellent‑pleasing,” not just mere "pleasing,” but EXCELLENT‑pleasing, DELIGHTING His Heart, in the way we live and conduct our lives. Isn't that a wonderful statement, Christian? To become a Christian is only the beginning of the life the Lord wants us to live.

I met a man the other day who was very unhappy. He had accepted Christ, but he hadn't followed the command of the Lord to be baptized and to fellowship with other believers and engage in the Lord's work. He was displeased with his life. He was miserable. He was living on the fringes. He wasn't in the midstream of God's plan for his life. Well, a real Christian first trusts Jesus, and then seeks to please Jesus, out of gratitude of love to Him, the rest of his life. The great ambition of a child of God should be to please HIM.

"For, we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ." Naturally, the person who has tried to please Him will be more comfortable at the Judgment Seat of Christ than the person who has not; the person who has LABORED to please Him; the person who has PRAYED, and read His Words in the Gospels and carried them into effect; the person who has lived and moved in the will of Jesus as revealed in the Word and has pleased Him. That Christian will be more comfortable than the careless Christian at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Now the MOTIVE for facing the Judgment Seat of Christ is found in this passage. If we really believe we are going to stand before Him while He surveys our lives, there will be a moving power in our hearts to make us LABOR to be well‑pleasing to Him in this life. God help us to see it! We must all appear before Him!

Now I want to call your attention to the fact that the Judgment Seat of Christ is a JUDGMENT. I have heard many sermons on it. I have read many books on it. But I have yet to hear a sermon or read a book that made the Judgment Seat of Christ ALARMING ENOUGH. We are saved by faith in the Lord Jesus; we are saved by trusting His Blood. But here the question is not heaven‑or‑hell, for that has already been settled. This Judgment Seat of Christ IS FOR BELIEVERS! It is for the truly SAVED, every regenerated, born‑again Christian will stand before Christ FOR JUDGMENT! He is going to JUDGE US! He is going to look into our lives and have us give account of what we have done since we have been saved. We will be before a Judge, Christ Himself, and He will judge His OWN on that day.

EVERY CHRISTIAN will be there. "WE"‑--that means Christians. "MUST"---that means necessity; we cannot avoid it, we are going to be THERE; we cannot run away from it. "ALL"---that means all of us, not a single child of God missing; every Christian will stand before Him. "APPEAR"--‑we have a subpoena, a summons, from the Court of Jesus Christ, to appear on a given date before Him. We do not know that date, but we know it is COMING, and we must be ready. "BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST, THAT EVERY ONE MAY RECEIVE THE THINGS DONE IN THE BODY." That is, to receive back, as a consequence, for what we did in our bodies. Now if we receive back for something good, it will be a blessing, a commendation. But if we receive back for something bad, it will mean a Judgment! There will be judgments at the Judgment Seat of Christ. EVERY CHRISTIAN will receive for the things done in his body. So, you see, that involves what we D0, our WORKS, our DEEDS, our ACTIONS.

So this isn't the matter of salvation. No one is saved by works and deeds. Salvation isn't doing. It isn't even praying, for God doesn't say, "If you want to be saved, PRAY.” He says, "BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED." When Jesus was talking with Nicodemus, He didn't say, "Whosoever prayeth shall have everlasting life." He said, "Who soever believeth in HIM, shall have everlasting life." So this judgment isn't to determine salvation.

This judgment is for Christian living after we are saved, what we have done with our bodies. I can use my tongue to curse, or I can use it to praise God. I can use my brain to think about evil, or I can use it to think good thoughts. I can use my hands to handle the defiling and unclean, or I can use them for the clean and holy, and to handle the Word of God. I can use my feet to go in the ways of God's service, in the paths of His righteousness, to go after the lost to win them for Christ, to go to the House of God for worship, to go to the mission fields; or I can use them to go to the gambling den, or the drunkards' saloon, or to a house of infamy. Whatever we do with our bodies is going to be judged. What I do with my tongue, my hands, my mind, my hearing, everything that has to do with our bodies, will be judged. We are going to GIVE AN ACCOUNT TO THE LORD JESUS.

Now beloved, that is a VERY SERIOUS thing. You will receive good or you will receive bad. There is a consequence for the good. There is a consequence for the bad. It is important for us to think about this.

You say, "Well, Preacher, that brings terror. Christians sin. Some of us sin more, some of us less, but there ate sins in the Christian life. What provision has God made for that?"

God has given us First John 1:9. "If we confess our sins (to Him) He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." The best thing to do is SIN NOT. First John 2:1, "My little children, I write unto you that ye SIN NOT." 

Steer clear of sin! Beware of sin! Avoid everything that would be dis​pleasing to Christ. That is what sin is: whatever is displeasing to Him. So, let's please Jesus! Let's not sin. But we have the promise of God in First John 1:9 that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us. So we need to go over our lives daily, in prayer before Him. Have we had evil thoughts? Evil words? Wrong at​titudes? Wrong actions? Then we should confess them to the Lord. Then what does He do? He forgives us and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. And He says, "If ye judge yourselves ye shall not be judged." The Lord just puts that away when we confess.

What about Christians who do not pray, and do not go over their lives daily, and go on indefinitely without prayer and confession? Well, beloved friend, you will meet those sins at the Judgment Seat of Christ. They will be all brought out into the open. It's a lot better to judge yourself now than to wait and have Him do it! I'd rather go to Him in the secret place of prayer everyday, and go over my life and examine it, and confess sin and get it forgiven and washed away in His Precious Blood that has already been shed to pay for those sins, and rise from my knees after confession and say, "Thank God, I am forgiven because He says so." He says that He is FAITH​FUL, and He is JUST, to CLEANSE us, from ALL unrighteousness. The min​ute I confess, He cleanses. That is a wonderful joy! It's a lot better, then, to examine ourselves than to wait un​til we meet Him face to face.

A pastor friend said to me not long ago that the passage that causes him more FEAR than any other is this pass​age on the JUDGMENT Seat of Christ. He is right! But there is less fear as we walk with the Lord, and pray, and read our Bibles, and stay confessed up, and live as pleasing to Him as we know how. So I boil it down to two state​ments:

TRUST CHRIST'S BLOOD FOR SALVATION TO GET INTO HEAV​EN.

LIVE AS HOLY A LIFE AS YOU CAN FOR HIM AND WORK FOR JESUS CHRIST.

Now if you do those two things​, TRUST Him for Salvation, and WORK for Him to be well pleasing to Him ​then you can be sure that things will be well with you at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
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