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Romans 2

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Romans, the second chapter, and today we take up the study of the Judgment of God. Now don't run away, and don't flip off your radio as we speak about judgment. You know, it is intelligent to know the laws of the land. You couldn't drive an automobile if you didn't know something about law. You'd be in constant trouble if you didn't know something of law. A child has to learn discipline, has to learn the rules of human life in the home, in the school. If you break the laws of home, home is broken. If you break the laws of school, the school would become chaotic. There are laws of human society. If every driver of automobiles, for instance, would be given HIS OWN WAY, the terrible slaughter on the highways (that today is one of the greatest shames in America) would be greatly raised, without a shadow of a doubt. So WE MUST KNOW THE LAWS OF GOD and something of His great judicial purposes, for JUDGMENT IS A HOLY THING and is a precious thing. If you don't believe that, you take away all laws, you take away ALL laws now, and remove the police from the street, so there would be no policemen, no laws for traffic, no laws for the conduct of human society; what would you have? You'd have HELL ON EARTH. I came out of a meeting one night in Macon, Georgia, and went over to get my car and drive to my room and change my wet clothes, and there was a commotion. A police car and policeman were over there in a house opposite to where my car was parked, and I said to a couple of youngsters sitting there, "What's the trouble?"

"Oh," they said, "the police are over there. A man went off and came back and started beating his wife and little baby."

Well, there were the police to STOP him from beating his wife and child. Now if there were not any police, that man would probably have killed his wife and killed his child. So laws, judgment, the judiciary, is RIGHT. And human life could not come to its present blessing if it hadn't been for righteous laws given among human beings.

Now back of our laws, of course, are THE LAWS OF GOD, and this message that I am bringing you now, rationally, reasonably, soberly, thoughtfully, is a message that every one of us needs. The world needs today to know something about the righteous judgment of God. And notice, I said the RIGHTEOUS judgment of God. Now Romans 2 deals with the judgment of God and who shall escape it. The Judge, of course, is God Himself. The judgment of God Almighty, we read about, in the Bible, and we have here the subject of this second chapter, "The Judgment of God is Righteous." That is, it's RIGHT. It's the right thing to do. If He didn't do it, it would be wrong. God would be wrong if He did not have judgment, if He didn't have rules and laws. If there wasn't a judgment to come, God would not be right. There must be a place where all the wrongs in human life will be made right. So here we have in Romans 2 the fact of the Judgment.

Now there IS a Judgment to come, so we read, “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest, for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself, for thou that judgest doest the same things. For we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth, against them which commit such things."

Notice, "the judgment of God." Now there is a judgment of God today. If a man disobeys God's laws, he breaks his head, he bashes his head in, and he gets himself hurt. There are moral laws, there are physical laws, there are mental laws, there are spiritual laws, and there is the law of gravitation. You can't break God's laws with impunity‑without suffering. Let's remember that. Now. What about God's judgments?

Well, we read in verse 1, that God's judgment will be against sins that men do. "Their doings." In Verse 1, God says, "Thou doest the same things," that the wicked of Romans I do. Now God is speaking here primarily to reli​gious people. He is talking to the Jews mainly here, but there is spiritual truth for all of us, and He is saying that some of you think you are going to escape God's judgment; but you are doing THE SAME SINS that are mentioned in Romans 1.

We read there, verse 29, "Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful, who knowing the judgment of God and they which commit such‑‑-things--- are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them."

We read in chapter 2, verse 1, and the RELIGIOUS man doing those very things! That's why God is going to judge him. So when you see a man who claims to be religious, but he is living such a life, God's judgments are going to be upon him for that.

Second, they PRACTICE such things. Verse 2. We read, "Those who commit such things." Who PRACTICE those things, who put them into effect in their lives.

And then, next, God is going to judge those who despise His goodness, forbearance and longsuffering. Now God could hurl a man into Hell the first time he commits a sin against Him, but God doesn't do it. God gives him a chance to repent. But what does a man do? He despises the riches of God's goodness. How GOOD God has been to you, my friend, and to me, that He hasn't hurled us into Hell the first time we sinned. That would have been our righteous due, if He had done so, but God didn't do it. So, despising Him from day to day, going on, living in sin, without repentance, without getting right with God, despising God's goodness and forbearance and longsuffering is a SIN, and we'll meet it at the judgment.

Now next, refusing to repent and give up these sins and obey God will be a reason God will judge men. Verse 5." But after thy hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath at the revelation of righteous judgment of God." Thy hardness, thine impentitent heart. Hardness toward God instead of love and obedience. How many people are "hard" toward God! They do not give God the right way? They have hardened themselves against them and said, "You go your way and I'll go mine. I am satisfied with myself." That is a "hard" attitude. They refuse to repent, and give up these things, and obey the Lord!

That's the reason why God will bring judgment. That is why His judgment is righteous. Men do the same things the ungodly do, even though they are "religious.” They put into practice the wickedness of ungodly men. They despise God's goodness and forbearance and longsuffering and He has put up with them. They have refused to repent of their sins and obey God, and they HARDEN their hearts toward God, instead of loving Him and obeying Him. And, because of that, God's judgments are righteous.

Now God tells us what His judgment will be! In verse 2 we read, His judgment will be according to TRUTH! Isn't that an important passage? Verse 2. "We are sure that the judgment of God is according to TRUTH." Oh, friends, there won't be any hiding and lies. Recently in our own land, we saw an investigation between the Army and Senator McCarthy and other groups, and somebody was lying. Somebody HAD to be lying, my friends. They were trying to get at the truth. There was a suggestion they bring out the Lie Detector and all that. My dear friends, GOD IS THE TRUE LIE DETECTOR. He knows when we are telling the truth and when we are not. We won't be able to hide our lies from men! Why do sinners go in the dark? They want to hide from men. There isn't a person in Chicago or New York or Atlanta, as wicked as these cities are, who would carry on his sins out in the broad open daylight. No, they hide. They go in the dark. They go in rooms. They go alone. Why? They don't want the truth to come OUT about them. They have a consciousness of SIN!

Now God's judgment will be according to TRUTH, things AS THEY ARE. There won't be any hiding. There won't be any "euphonious terms.” SIN will be seen AS GOD SEES IT. Judgment will be according to TRUTH.

Now. We read that there will be NO ESCAPE from this judgment. No man will be able to escape. Men THINK

they can escape it, but THEY CAN​ NOT. There's NO GETTING BY the judgment of God. Verse 3. "Thinkest

thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things and doest the same? Thinkest thou that thou shall escape the judgment of God?" NO! You're not going to escape God's judg​ment. NO MAN WILL BE ABLE TO

ESCAPE. A man says, "I'll take the wings of the morning and go to the uttermost parts of the sea." But God's Hand will find you there! "I'll climb to

heaven." God's Hand will find you there! Though you plunge to the depths of Hell, THERE God's Hand shall find you! YOU CANNOT GET AWAY FROM GOD. There'll be no escape from God’s righteous JUDGMENT.

Next, God's judgment will be wrathful. Verse 5. "Thy hardened and impenitent heart treasurest up unto himself wrath against the day of wrath at the revelation of the righteous judgment of God." God's wrath is God's personal hatred of sin. EVERY SIN is a personal affront and insult to God! Absolutely. When you sin, you are slapping God's face. You are absolutely, personally insulting the Living God when you commit an act of sin. And it's going to bring wrath down upon your head; there is coming a DAY OF WRATH.

Next, God's judgment will be personal. Verse 6. "Who will render to EVERY MAN according to HIS deeds." I won't have to give an account for YOUR life. YOU won't have to give an account for MINE. As a matter of fact, I AM NOT COMING INTO JUDGMENT, because I HAVE PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE, BELIEVING ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. But YOU are going to be there, friend, that is, if you are not saved. YOU are going to be at the Judgment Bar of God, and God will render TO YOU, ACCORDING TO YOUR DEEDS. Not somebody else's, but YOUR OWN. That's why it is foolish to always be pointing your finger at someone else as being religious or irreligious, looking down your nose at someone else. Brother, you're not going to have to give an account for that person; and that person will not have to give an account for you. You will give account for YOURSELF and no one else before God. But you WILL HAVE TO DO THAT.

Next. It is going to be CERTAIN that it is going to be revealed. Verse 5. "Against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God." It is going to be CERTAIN, this judgment of God, and what a time it is going to be!

And then next, it is going to be impartial. Verse 11. "There is no respect of persons with God." Absolutely no respect of persons with God. What a TREMENDOUS moment that is going to be!

Now, what you have done will be all written down. What you have NOT done, that He COMMANDED you to do. Nothing will help you, your color, your race, your place, your position, your possessions, and your worldly fame, will not avail there at the Judgment Bar of God. So you'd better get out the Old Bible and measure your life BY THE WORD OF GOD and not by others! What you want to do, what you want to think, you'd better have it RIGHT WITH GOD.

Now God tells us who shall ESCAPE His righteous judgment, and those who shall NOT. Verses 7 and 10, we read of those who shall escape. "To them who by patient continuance of well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life." They shall escape. Those who by PATIENT CONTINUANCE in well‑doing. They do well. They patiently do well. They patiently CONTINUE to do well. They don't let up. They do well in the eyes of God. They find out what pleases God and they DO THAT, in their lives.

And in conclusion we come to those who SHALL NOT escape the righteous judgment of God. Verses 8 and 9. "But unto them that are contentious and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath and tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first; and also of the Gentile." My friends, THOSE are the ones who shall NOT escape. Notice, they are contentious! They do not submit themselves to God. They do not love God as their Father or seek to obey Him. They contend with Him! They rebel against Him! They do not obey the truth. They pay no attention to the Bible, and if they know it, they deliberately and flagrantly VIOLATE its commands! They obey UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. Now, upon these people who contend with God and do not obey His Truth and obey unrighteousness, UPON THEM three terrible words, which describe the awful agony of a person at the Judgment of God.

"Indignation!" That means God's personal indignation, God's personal wrath. Wrath is a personal matter, and sin is directed at God Himself, a personal affront to God, and God's indignation will be upon such. The God of Wrath.

Then the word “Tribulation!”  Terrible trouble comes to‑that heart and mind and soul at the Judgment Bar of God.

And then the word "Anguish." Men will wring their hands in terrible distress of physical, mental and spiritual oppression and disturbance. ANGUISH! And notice, it is upon every soul of man. Upon every human created being who keeps on doing evil and refuses to turn to God and live righteously and godly. It makes no difference as to their classification. That shall be true of the righteous judgment of God. Oh, my friends, listen to me! I love to repeat it, and I repeat it again: the only way out is the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and a life of obedience to God. That's the only safe way for any one of us.

Remember the little girl I told you about. She was dying, and the mother' said, "On what are you depending?" And she said, "The justice of God.

And the mother said, "You mean the MERCY of God, darling." And she said, "No, mother, the JUSTICE of God.' God punished JESUS for my sins, and He will not punish me, too. He is too just."

That is exactly right, friends, and when you and I judge ourselves and accept the Lord Jesus judged in our place, then thank God, John 5:24 says, WE COME NOT INTO JUDGMENT but have PASSED from death unto LIFE.

I hope this study of Judgment has been a blessing to your heart and made you REALIZE and FEAR sin more than ever before, and to TRUST THE LORD JESUS, and to long to see your own loved ones saved. God bless you.
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