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Luke 15:33, John 4:23

In Luke 15:23 we read these words: "Let us . . . be merry." The word trans​lated MERRY is a wonderful word. It is used fourteen times in the Greek New Testament and, of these, six are found in the Gospel of Luke. In this glorious fifteenth chapter we find it four times. This chapter, you re​member, deals with "Lost things found."

The Greek word is "euphraino" and means "to be happy, to rejoice, to make merry." This chapter lays bare the very heart of God. It reveals to us the emotion in the heart of God when a soul comes home to Himself. It is the emotion of joy, and His actions reveal this joy.  We have a picture of a boy coming home. It is a picture divinely given. It portrays the HUMAN SOUL coming home to GOD. The profound truth here is that there is ONLY ONE PLACE where the human soul, any soul, every soul, can find rest and satisfaction, and that is IN GOD. What home is to us in this world, answering our needs and cravings in this lower sphere, so GOD is to our spiritual beings!

Here is the heart‑warming truth that God is eager, desirous, pleading, seek​ing; entreating us to come to Him and make our Home in Him and to find IN HIM all our desires satisfied. This we do when we worship Him. The Father seeketh such to worship HIM in spirit and in truth (John 4:23).

This idea that God is our only place of refuge, comfort, safety, and our home, was the spiritual thought in the mind of Moses when he says, concern​ing Israel and himself, "Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling‑place in all generations." Dwelling‑place means HOME. We are to live in God! We are to live in communion with Him, in fellowship with Him. For "truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."

GOD HAS NOT CHANGED. He is the SAME, yesterday, today and for​ever. What an awful thing it is to sin and hurt God! How fearful it is to deliberately stay away from this God who loves you and gave Christ for you, and you flaunt that goodness and choose to destroy yourself forever! WHILE GOD DESIRES TO SAVE YOU!

God's Heart‑.Joy

God has great joy of heart when a sinner comes home to Him. This is clear from the statement of the Great Shepherd. Verse 6. And oh, the rapture, the happiness, the ecstasy in the heart of God when someone, any​one, turns to Him and trusts Him, loves Him, depends on Him, clings to Him, for Life Eternal! If the true child of God rejoices when a sinner comes home, HOW MUCH MORE the Blessed One, Who above all others knows what it means to be lost, and therefore knows what it means to be saved!

This is a tremendous truth that should melt the heart of every person who names His Name. CHRIST IS MADE GLAD, above anything we can experience, WHEN A SOUL IS SAV​ED, TURNS HOME TO GOD.

This JOY in the heart of God is also confirmed by verse 7, where Jesus sums up the truth of the parable by saying, “Likewise joy shall be in Heav​en." As earthly beings rejoice when a lost sheep is found, so HEAVENLY BEINGS REJOICE WHEN A SOUL IS FOUND. This is not common re​joicing. This is extraordinary re​joicing, special rejoicing, reserved for the moment when a soul is born again. "In Thy Presence is FULLNESS of joy," we read in Psalms. In His Pres​ence is the unceasing, uninterrupted HAPPINESS of all heaven! God does not tolerate anything but JOY in His Presence. No sadness, no sorrow, no misery, no gloom ever pierces that hap​py place! HOW WONDERFUL HEAV​EN MUST BE. There, everyone is in harmony; no one ever becomes angry or disagreeable or out‑of‑sorts. No one criticizes someone else. No harsh, cutting words are ever spoken. Ab​solutely nothing mars the happiness of that place. There is JOY in Heaven.

But here we have a special joy, an unusual rejoicing, a time of unique happiness--‑reserved for when a SOUL ON EARTH TURNS TO GOD AND SALVATION. It is THEN that Heaven attains its most glorious moments! It is a time of particular gladness and merriment when a soul comes to God!

Heaven, the place of God's absolute will; where every being delights to please God; where God REJOICES OV​ER THE SALVATION OF ONE SOUL.

Joy Among Angels

Verse 10 says, "There is JOY in the presence of the ANGELS OF GOD." Angels of God are the messengers of God, mighty beings created by God, beings who never sinned; who are powerful enough that one of them could destroy an entire Assyrian army of mere men; who never eat, never sleep, who wait on God continually; who minister to His saints on earth; who have authority over the winds, fire, water; who worship and adore God and His Christ, crying, "Blessing, honor, glory and power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever." (Rev. 5:13.) These angels are interested in the SALVATION OF SOULS.

We read that Salvation is a thing the angels desire to look into. Doubt​less angels include cherubim, seraphim, living creatures (translated "beasts" in Rev. 4: 8) and archangels, and all created beings in Heaven. THEY ALL REJOICE WHEN A SOUL IS SAVED. They are all called unto unparallel ex​ultation. It is a time of merriment beyond anything Heaven knows. Here is a profound truth revealed in the Word of God, that nothing makes God so happy as the Conversion of Souls.

Joy of Christians

We learn from this passage how every child of God should feel and act when souls are saved. The father (a type of the Heavenly Father) says to the servants (representing God's people), "Let US eat and be merry." Verses 22 and 23. They gladly carried out the father's wishes in the matter and began to be merry. Verse 24.

The father tells the unhappy, selfish, miserable elder son that it was meet (fit, right) "that we should make merry and be glad." Verse 32.

So we learn that it is proper and right to rejoice when lost souls turn to God. We should rejoice over the privilege of helping Him find them! We should rejoice over the privilege of seeking the lost in the blessing and power of the Great Shepherd and the Great Father. Truly, the bringing of lost souls to the Lord is the greatest business in the world! Nothing else is worthy of the name "Big Business."

When I was in Miami for a meeting, I was riding along in the car with the pastor. Arthur Godfrey, the outstanding radio humorist, was on the air. Mr. Godfrey said to a young lady, "You know, it's a true saying that there's no business like show business." I said, "Arthur Godfrey, you just don't know. If you've never won a soul to Jesus, if you've never prayed and preached and agonized and witnessed until you've seen hundreds of souls walk the aisles to Jesus Christ, YOU JUST DON'T KNOW. If you've never knelt in a home, or in a church, or in a radio station, or in a hospital, or on the street, and heard a lost soul cry to God and come home to Christ and salvation, YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT BIG BUSINESS IS!"

Friends, SOUL‑WINNING IS THE GREATEST BUSINESS ON EARTH. God says so in Daniel 12:3. If you have never had a person come to you with tears in his eyes and say, "You led me to Jesus," I pity you. Oh, the JOY of a soul‑winner! Do you want joy? Win a soul for Jesus! Do you want assurance? Win a soul! Do you want the feeling of God's Presence? Win a soul! Do you want power with God and men? Win souls! Do you want success in this life? Go after souls! Do you want to SHINE LIKE THE STARS FOREVER AND EVER AND RECEIVE THE HONORS OF HEAVEN THROUGHOUT ETERNITY? Then Friend, from this moment on, spend your time and your prayers and efforts and thoughts, your talk, your strength, your all, in SEEKING THE LOST. It is promised: "He that seeketh findeth." Findeth what? Findeth what he seeks after. SEEK souls, and you'll FIND souls. Then when you find them, THANK GOD, REJOICE, AND SEEK FOR MORE... MORE . . . MORE.. . because the best we can do is NOT ENOUGH in this world of lost souls!

Jesus had COMPASSION for them; do you?

Jesus SOUGHT them; do you?

Jesus FOUND them; do you?

Jesus REJOICED over them; do you?

Will you from this moment on, say, "0 God, by Thy help and grace, I WILL, from this moment on, give my life, time, thought, money, witness, to SOUL‑WINNING."

Remember: "Not every one that SAITH to Me, Lord, Lord, SHALL enter the Kingdom of Heaven. But HE THAT DOETH the will of My Father in Heaven." Matt. 7:21.

Not the SAYER, but the DOER, will be blessed now and forever!

Help us, 0 Father, DO THY WILL, even as Thy Blessed Son! We pray in His Name, AMEN.
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