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Matthew 5:16

If you have your Bibles, turn with me now to Matthew, chapter 5, and today we are taking up verse 16 of this wonderful statement of "The Influence of God's People upon the People of the World." We found out that influence is fourfold: that of SALT, in prevent​ing the spread of corruption; then that of LIGHT, illuminating and showing the way to God and how to walk with God; we found that influence is like a CITY ON A HILL, which means safe​ty and refuge from danger, and we found it is a LAMP IN THE HOME, illuminat​ing and bringing light and joy and spiritual blessing to all who are in the house.

Now we come to THE ADMONI​TION, if all of this is true. God's Word says, "Even so, let your light shine be​fore men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven."

What are we to do with the Light God has given unto us? (We found that we do not illuminate ourselves, lighten ourselves. We found that God does the illuminating). What are we to do?

We have the command here to LET IT SHINE! That means that the illumi​nation that God gave you, you are to give to others! The knowledge that God has given you, you must pass onto others. A Christian grows by giving. It is one of the amazing things. You grow by giving! That is the Christian life. That is the thing that abounds. And there is something about it, friends, that if you hold in and do not give out, you wither and die in the spiritual life. But the more you GIVE OUT of yourself and God's Truth and God's knowledge and His Word and spiritual blessings and the more you help others in the name of Jesus in Christian service, the more you HAVE. The more you give, the more you have, is the truth of God's Word. There is the command: "Let your light SHINE. Do not hide it under a bushel."

Notice here the word "bushel." It signifies economics, if you please, pos​sessions of this world, business. Many a person today allows many things to keep his light from shining. That is the tragedy of the moment in which we live. Of all times, when the world is on fire, when all of us who are Christians SHOULD be letting our light SHINE, it is in this dark moment!

How many people are letting BUSI​NESS keep their light from shining?  They think "business” from the time they get up in the morning till they go to bed at night.

How many are letting PLEASURE keep their light from shining? There are many good things about television, and God has given us good things to enjoy. Whatever is GOOD, we ARE to enjoy, but I tell you right now, many a Christian is wasting precious time before television sets, taking in the things of this world, even things that are good that do not sharpen them for the Other World or make them greater soul-winners, that do not make them greater in the knowledge of the Word, do not give them a greater passion for souls and a greater burden for the lost, but rather ROB THEM of that burden! Many a man is wasting time before his television set that he needs to be spend​ing in studying his Bible and praying and witnessing for Jesus, because SOULS are lost and the WORLD is on fire and OUR NATION is going down into ruin. Yes, I mean that. Don't judge "prosperity" outwardly, friends. Any nation that is IN SIN anything like America cannot be blessed. The fact that we are in recurring crises and are in the greatest danger of atomic war in the history of the world is PROOF OF SIN, according to the Word of God. God gives peace when we have lived for HIM. We need TRUE CHRIS​TIANS to let their light SHINE in these days. It is a command!

Notice the PLACE of our shining. He tells us WHERE we are to shine. We are to shine "before men.” "Let your light shine before men." UNSAV​ED men, primarily. Men in darkness, men who need light, men who are lost, men in sin, men who are perishing, men who cannot go to heaven like they are, men who must go to hell like they are, men whom God can change and wants to change, men that the Gospel can SAVE. The place to shine is "BE​FORE MEN.”

Then notice the PURPOSE of our shining. "That these men may behold your good works." "That THEY (un​saved men) may behold your good works." That word "behold" means more than just "to see"; it means "to look with interest, with fixed gaze "​ON YOUR LIFE. Your LIGHT is the LIFE you are living positively for God. "That they may behold your good works." They'll see your good works. They don't see GOD, but they'll see your good works. Ta kala erga. The good works of you; YOUR good works. "That they may behold, stand, and look with interest and fixed gaze, transfix​ed by your good works."

Let me repeat here that "good works" means works done for GOD'S GLORY, works that are good in the sight of GOD, that are godly. There are works good in the eyes of men that are bad in the eyes of God; they are, rather, DEAD WORKS, in the eyes of God, and need to be repented of. We are to do what we do for God's glory.

So we have the command to let our light shine.

We have the place of shining---be​fore unsaved men.

We have the purpose of the shining ​that they may behold our good works. My friends, how are your good works? How are your WORKS? How are your GOOD works? ARE THEY good? This word kala is from kalos, and carries with it the sense of "beauti​ful or attractive,” more than intrinsic goodness. Beautiful works, works that appeal to others that attract them and make them say, "What made this per​son do it?" And then they find GOD as your motive!

And that leads us to the final object: "That THEY may glorify your Father who is in heaven." That they may glorify your FATHER---not YOU. When you illuminate someone else, THEY glorify God. They magnify HIM from that day on.

The other day I was in a meeting and a young preacher who is doing a real work for God gave his testimony. I had never heard it before. This young man told how we were preaching in a certain church. He was thirteen years of age. He heard the message and was under conviction. His Sunday School teacher said, "If you go, I'll go with you." He went forward in the meet​ing and knelt at the old-fashioned altar, and he called on the Lord and asked God to be merciful to him a sinner, and was SAVED. And instantly he be​gan to go about his community---a thirteen-year-old boy---and he said, "The next day I preached my first sermon." He took John 3:16 and went from house to house and preached to people and gave them slips of paper with Scripture on it and tried to win them for Jesus.

He was letting his LIGHT SHINE! He was DOING what he could. He was a young boy, not a perfect witness, not a perfect testimony. But WHO IS a perfect witness? I don't know of any but Jesus. HE is the Perfect Witness. But we ARE witnesses, and we can TELL about what Jesus means to us, and we can let our light shine by our life and testimony that men may see His good works and glorify the Father which he is in heaven.

Now notice, our good works are not to be glorifying to US, not to glori​fy US, but to glorify our Father. When you illuminate someone else, they glorify God and magnify HIM from that day on.

We have three wonderful POSSES​SIONS that are mentioned: your LIGHT, your GOOD WORKS, and your FATHER. Just think of it!

First of all, "Your LIGHT." It car​ries with it the sense of possession: it belongs to YOU. Oh, beloved, the most precious possession I have is the Light God has given me! The Light of the KNOWLEDGE of the glory of God in the Face of Christ; to know God; to walk with God; to know that I know Him; to have fellowship with Him from day to day! LIGHT!

And then, "your GOOD WORKS.” Light will always produce good works. When a man knows God, he has got to work FOR God. That is what it means---work for God. To know God is to work FOR God. That thirteen-year-old lad went to work immediately for God. 

And then, "your FATHER IN HEAV​EN," in contradistinction to your earthly father. Oh, isn't that great, to know I have a Father looking after me? Somebody bigger than I am? Jesus constantly told us that God is our FATHER. This does not mean that God is the Father of EVERYBODY. Not at all. This is addressed to people whose characters have been changed, to people who are Christians, who are poor in spirit, who mourn over a lost world, who are meek, who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who are merciful and pure in heart and peace​makers. THEY are the children of God. Now, we are in that category, if we really believe on the Father through Jesus.

You, say, "I am not sure, preacher, that I am a child of God, that God claims me for His child and that I can claim Him for my Father."

You CAN be sure, by RECEIVING JESUS, now, as your Saviour, into your heart. The answer to the question, "What must I do to be saved?" is found in this statement: "BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ, and THOU SHALT BE SAVED." You want to be saved? It isn't just going to church. It isn't just being baptized. It isn't just reading the Bible. It isn't just religious activity. It is BELIEVING ON THE LORD JESUS. That signifies RECEIV​ING Him, CONFESSING HIM before men, and ALLEGIANCE to Him, yielding allegiance to Jesus and every​thing that He stands for.

It isn't hard to be saved! One day a friend said to me, "Preacher, you said something that led to my conversion. You said that God put the latch on OUR side of the door." And friends, He did. The door is not opened from GOD'S side; it is opened from OUR side. That is where the latch is. WE must open the door. YOU must open the door. If you open it to Jesus, He will come in.

God help us today to let our Light shine. Let us check up and see. Every​day is a day of opportunity, and time is passing. We must work the works of Him that sent us while it is DAY. The NIGHT is coming when no man can work! The night means, when the Church is taken home to glory.

I want to be among the people of God! For they have LIGHT, and GOOD WORKS and A HEAVENLY FATHER. Are YOU a Christian?

You may say, "Preacher, I don't know that I am. But I know I want to be."

Will you BELIEVE ON JESUS right now? Go alone and say, "God, be merci​ful to me a sinner, and SAVE me, for Jesus' sake." Tell Jesus, "Lord, I am trusting You, as my Saviour and Lord, from this moment on." He will save you when you call upon Him.  God bless you.
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