THE INFLUENCE OF GOD’S PEOPLE ON THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD PartI

Jesse M. Hendley

We are beginning today a study on the Christian life as SALT, LIGHT, and A CITY SET ON A HILL, or "The Influence of God's People on the People of the World." It is an important study we are bringing to you today, and I hope the Lord will bless our hearts.

You say that you are a child of God and belong to the Lord Jesus Christ; I say that I am a child of God and belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. Every servant of the Lord knows whether he really loves the Lord or not. Every real servant of the Lord does love the Lord.

We realize that the Christian life is left in this world for a distinct INFLUENCE. And here we have the Lord's teaching, the teaching of Jesus Christ Himself, about the INFLUENCE of His people on the people of this world. Let's follow through as we reason about the things of God today.

Now notice here, we have the Beatitudes in the 5th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, and in the Beatitudes God shows that character means everything. Jesus says that character is the thing that counts--‑a certain character, a definite character, a CHRISTIAN character. Now let's check up and see if we HAVE this character first of all, for there is no use in talking about "the people of God" until we define what the people of God ARE.

Here we find Jesus saying, "Blessed ARE . . . . " Now He doesn't say what they WILL BE in the future, but what they are NOW. The Sermon on the Mount is one of the most challenging studies in the Word of God, for that reason. It deals with WHAT WE ARE NOW. So often we think about what we are going to be, and that is wonderful, for we must keep our eyes on the goal. But spiritual vision is two‑fold: we must keep our eye not only on the goal but on our present Christian living, how we are living right now as Christians.

"Blessed ARE . . ." the poor in spirit, they that mourn, the meek, they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, they that have been persecuted for righteousness' sake. Yes, all this the Lord Jesus Christ speaks of is a picture of Christian character. Christian character means everything in this world. The greatest thing in the world is Christian character, men and women who are in direct contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, so that He can pour His Life in and through them and out to a lost world. That is what we have in this statement.

So we have then THE CHARACTER of the people to whom He is speaking. This great study of Matthew 5, 6, and 7, the Sermon on the Mount, is delivered to a people of a definite character, CHRISTIAN character. We would do well to check up on our hearts and see if these things are characteristic of our lives. This character is the Production of the Spirit of God!

Jesus lived this character. He was poor in spirit. He mourned over a lost world. He was meek. "I am meek and lowly of heart." He hungered and thirsted, not after righteousness as we do, because He was absolutely Righteous Himself, but in FULFILLING RIGHTEOUSNESS. "It becometh us," Jesus said, speaking of Himself, "to fulfill all righteousness," when He submitted to baptism and identified Himself with mankind. HE was merciful. HE was pure in heart, always. HE was a peacemaker, seeking to make peace between God and man wherever He found men on the outs with God. He certainly was persecuted for righteousness' sake. This, then, is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now it is also a picture of the Christian life, the predominant characteristics of the Christian life. A real Christian who is touched by the Spirit of God and has Christ dwelling in his heart will be "poor in spirit." He will not think highly of himself, above others. We are living in a time of SELF-confidence. Men are saying, "Be confident of yourself! Live confidently!" Well, there is a strange paradox here, for the child of God has a confidence IN THE Lord that he certainly does not have in himself. Poor in spirit, poverty of spirit.

Mourners. A Christian is one who mourns over a lost world.

Meek. A Christian is meek. He lets God defend him, doesn't try to defend himself. He remembers, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord."

A Christian hungers and thirsts after righteousness. That is, he always wants to do the right thing in the eyes of his God; He want to live rightly in the eyes of God. He wants to live a holy, righteous, godly life.

He is merciful. "Blessed are the merciful." He is merciful to others. He does not exact strict judgment. He always has mercy on those who sin against him and harm him.

He is pure in heart. That means "pure in motive." His motives are the purest. He wants to glorify God and help his fellowmen. They are the chief motives of his life.

He is a peacemaker, always trying to win souls to the Lord Jesus Christ and bring men to be at peace with God, through the peace that Jesus has made.

So there are some of the characteristics of the people to whom Jesus addressed these words. This deals with the Christian Life NOW, in this world; not in the future, not on some far‑off horizon, but right here and now in this present world.

There are the characteristics of the Christian life, and they are different from the world. Notice how all of these ARE different from the world. Worldly people are not poor in spirit. Worldly people are not poor in spirit at all, naturally. Worldly people do not mourn over the lost condition of the world. Worldly people are not meek. Worldly people do not hunger and thirst after righteousness, are not merciful, do not have proper motives, are not pure in heart, seeking to glorify God and help others just for the sake of helping others. They are not peacemakers, seeking to bring others into peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Next we come to the INFLUENCE of the people of God on the people of the world. We have it under three thoughts here. This influence of the people of God (and the people of God certainly OUGHT to have an influence) is three fold:

First, God says the influence of the child of God is like that of SALT. The Christian has a PRESERVING INFLUENCE, HOLDING BACK CORRUPTION.

Second, the influence of a Christian is like that of LIGHT, illuminating, revealing the only way to God and the will of God, how to KNOW God and walk with Him.

Finally, the influence of a Christian is like that of a CITY ON A HILL, protective, a refuge to men lost on the highways of sin; a safety, a rest in the night (the dark night of the world).

Now let's look at this three‑fold influence of the people of God and check up on our lives. This is a wonderful study.

First of all, the influence of a child of God, on the people of the world, will be like that of SALT. Here we have a statement of fact, revealing the tremendous responsibility of the Christian! "YE are the SALT of the earth." That is tremendous, isn't it?

Now SALT is used in preventing the spread of corruption. The world is corrupt. It is in sin. "Ye are the salt of the EARTH." THE EARTH is the sphere of our labor. THE EARTH is our area. THE EARTH means that we are responsible to all men. "Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the EARTH, for I am God, and there is none else," God tells us in the Book of Isaiah.

Now notice, "YE ARE, .. . ." If you are a CHRISTIAN, you ARE CHARGED with the DUTY of HOLDING BACK CORRUPTION by your life and testimony. And so am I. "Ye are the SALT of the earth."

What a difference, between a real Christian HOLDING BACK CORRUPTION, and the unsaved person, HOLDING BACK THE TRUTH! In Romans 1:18 we read, "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who HINDER THE TRUTH in unrighteousness." I am reading from the Revised Version of 1901, and in the margin it gives this rendering: "to HOLD DOWN the truth," that is, to keep it from using its influence. EVERY PERSON is either HOLDING DOWN THE TRUTH or HOLDING BACK CORRUPTION, one of the two. A CHRISTIAN is one who HOLDS BACK CORRUPTION by his life and testimony.

So here we have a statement of fact revealing the tremendous responsibility of the Christian life: "Ye are the SALT of the earth," preventing the spread of corruption all over the earth, by life and testimony.

There is an awful question asked here: "But, if the salt have lost its SAVOR, wherewith shall it be salted?" That is a WARNING, revealing the awful DANGER if the salt loses its savor. The Greek word here is moranthe, from moros meaning, "to be dull, sluggish, foolish, stupid, to play the fool, to become foolish." When used of salt, it means, "to become tasteless, insipid, useless." One traveler in Palestine said, "I saw salt scattered in piles, because it had lost its flavor and its tang." I like that little word TANG! The salt had lost its TANG. You know, you have a certain food (a meat, perhaps) and you put over it a certain sauce, because of its "tang"; it makes that food more to be relished and enjoyed. Here, we learn that THE CHILD OF GOD is to have TANG. He is, by life and testimony, to present the Gospel so that men will WANT it! There is an awful danger in losing our tang, becoming tasteless and insipid and useless, having lost the "flavor" that makes the Christian life DESIRABLE to others. Yes, we are in this world to so present GOD that others will WANT HIM. So, when salt loses its "savor", loses its tang, it is not good. So here we are warned of the danger of losing our tang as Christians.

Do you remember when you were first saved, and you witnessed for Jesus, and your heart was bubbling over, and you loved the Lord and loved His Word and believed that people were lost, and you did your level best to help win them for Christ, USING YOUR INFLUENCE for Christ? Do you remember that? Well, have you LOST your tang? Have you LOST your savor, your flavor, and your taste that made others feel attracted to the Gospel? What IS a soul‑winner, but one who ATTRACTS OTHERS to the Gospel? You cannot DRIVE men to Christ; you must DRAW them to Him. And the Christian should so live, and so teach, and so witness, that the tang and flavor in your Christian life will make men want HIM! "If the salt have LOST ITS SAVOR. ..." This is an awful danger.

We have next A HOPELESS CONDITION. If the Christian life DOES lose its tang, (as salt can lose its tang) God's Word says, "Wherewith shall it be salted?" What can you DO about it? What can you DO about a person who has lost his tang as a Christian? What can you do about SALT, when it has lost its tang? The answer is, nothing; it's no good. Salt that has lost its tang is not good; and a Christian who has lost his flavor is not good as a Christian.

We have the terrible indictment of the Lord: "It is henceforth good for nothing ..." Good for nothing. When the time comes that we cease to CHECK SIN in our lives, we are good for nothing, as Christians!

"Oh," you say, "that isn't true. A man who ISN'T a Christian is good for something, on his job, in the home, to his wife and family and friends. He has a place, for even unregenerate men have been a blessing to the world."

That is true, in a measure. But friends, when we get into the Presence of God we are going to find over

There that the life that wasn't lived for God was a life that, from the etern​al point of view, was good for nothing! That is God's estimate of any life that isn't using its influence God‑wise and for the Glory of God. Literally, "It has strength for not one thing." The word "strength" in the Greek means "to be strong, having power, to prevail, to be serviceable." So God writes "No Good" over the life that is not glorifying HIM.

Then we have the awful judgment as the result: "It is to be cast out and trodden under the foot of men." Cast out of its place of usefulness and service and to be trodden under the foot of men! Christians supposed to be a help to God, who have lost their testimony, their usefulness to God!

God has placed His people in the midst of a world of sinners and sin, and we are to hold in check the forces of iniquity. If we become tainted, and rotten, and influenced BY the world instead of INFLUENCING THE WORLD for God, how shall we save it from decay? It is my profound conviction in these days, friends that the CHURCH is becoming WORLDLY rather than the WORLD being influenced by the CHURCH!

A king of Britain said these noble words to his Privy Council: "I am determined to follow in my father's footsteps and to work as he did throughout his life for the happiness and welfare of all classes of my subjects. I place my reliance upon the loyalty and affection of my people throughout the empire and upon the wisdom of their parliaments to support me in this heavy task. I pray God to guide me to perform it."

If a KING prayed that, how much we today should realize that GOD HATH MADE US KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO HIMSELF, and that OUR BUSINESS is TO INFLUENCE PEOPLE TO GOD.

God help us to check our lives and see if we are truly good salt, or if we have lost our tang. Let us BE what the Lord intended us to be, as Christians.
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