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THE INDWELLING CHRIST

I want to speak to you on "The Indwelling Christ." He is the answer to every problem in your life. Do you have problems?  Oh, life is so complicated! There are so many trials. There are so many black Fridays. There's so many dark days and cloudy days. There are so many tears. But listen. Whatever the problem, I know the answer to it. It is found in one word, "Christ!" He's the answer to your problem. But you say, "He's so far from me." No, He wants to come in, so close that He will actually live in you. He will merge His personality with yours. He will think His thoughts through you. He will speak His words through you. He will live and act through your hands and feet. CHRIST !

Now this is one of the most tremendously glorious things that could happen to any of us. Christ liveth in us!

Take these passages down---you'll want them--‑of the indwelling Christ, as it is given in the Word of God. I made these notes sometime ago as a young Christian, and they meant much to my own heart. And I want to call your attention to these passages of God's Word about Christ, as the answer to every problem.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says "Christ liveth‑." Where? Christ lives in the Bible? Christ lives in Heaven? True. He IS in Heaven and He is in the Bible. But Christ lives IN OUR HEARTS. Paul says "Christ liveth IN ME!" Christ lives in the depth of my soul, in the innermost part of my personality. Christ is living within, thinking His thoughts through me, acting and speaking His words through my lips, hearing through my ears, seeing through my eyes, moving through my hands and feet. Christ lives in me. That little Gospel chorus means what it says, and that is what Christ should mean to every believer, to everyone that loves Him. I wonder if He possesses your entire life? I wonder if He does?

Then look at Rev. 3:20. Here's a promise. "Behold, I stand at the door and knock." What door? Your heart's door, the door to your innermost personality , "Behold, I stand at. the door and KNOCK. If any man will HEAR . . ." It is up to your will. If you WANT to hear Him, you can. If any man will hear His voice, and OPEN the door, what is the promise? "I will come unto him and sup with him, and he with Me." He will sit down at the table with you and have sweet fellowship with you. I had a telephone call from a dear friend of mine just a few moments, ago, and he asked if I would have lunch with him in a little while. I said I would. So, right there at the table we will have sweet fellowship. That is an illustration of this Scripture. My friend and I are not just going to meet, and eat together, and sit in silence. We will be in animated conversation, sharing one another's views, one another's joys, one another's trials and perplexities. What will I do when Christ comes in to sup with me? It means we will be together and talk over things that are dear to our hearts. Beloved, Jesus is at the door of your heart, and He wants to come in.

In John 6 :56, He says: "He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him." Jesus says that the man who eats His flesh and drinks His blood LIVES IN HIM and He in him. Where do you live, friends? You say, "Oh, I live on such and such a street, in such and such a city." We are not speaking of that. That is physical. That is going to pass. Where do you live, spiritually? David knew about dwelling in the lord. He said, "Lord, Thou has been our dwelling place in all generations." Was he talking about Israel living in Carman, or in Egypt? No, he was talking about Israel living in the LORD. No matter what the physical location, Israel lived in God. And, God was in their midst. Jesus does that with us right now. In whom does He live? In those who "eat His flesh and drink His blood." You ask, "Do you mean the literally eating and drinking of the flesh and blood?" NO! Of course not! To think that would be coarse and worldly‑minded and vulgar. 

Jesus gave His flesh and blood for the world. It means, beloved, that you come to the cross, where Jesus died in the flesh for your sins, and you see your own sins laid over on His flesh, and He becomes sin, FOR YOU. He takes your sin on Himself so that you might become what He is! To look at His body hanging on the cross, dying for your sins, and to claim that death AS YOUR DEATH, is the same as "eating His flesh," by faith. Then, “to drink His blood" means to look at the cross, see the thorns on His brow and the blood trickling down to the ground, and the spikes in His hands and feet, the spear thrust, and the blood gushing forth--‑all in atonement for YOUR SINS. When you say, "Oh, Lord, You did it for me! I accept Your poured‑out blood and Your broken flesh for my salvation. Thou art my Saviour," then you have partaken of His flesh and blood. And the person who believe in Jesus like that "lives" in Christ, and Christ lives in Him.

Then in John 14:20 Jesus says, speaking of when the Holy Spirit comes, "And that day you shall know that I am you and I will manifest myself to you." In that day! It is when the blessed Holy Spirit comes and makes Christ real to the heart, really precious to the soul.

Then in John 15:4. The necessity of looking constantly to Him to maintain that sweet relationship. "Abide in Me and I in you." Now to abide means to look to Him, to trust Him, serve Him, pray to Him, love Him, obey Him, cleave to Him, constantly having Him in mind. That is what it means to abide in Christ, and Christ will abide in you. Keep your mind on Jesus and you will find Jesus dwelling in your soul and in your heart.

In John 17:21‑23, He used three precious words, not a one over four letters---“I IN THEM." He is talking to His Farther and talking about living in them.

In Col. 1:27 we read that that is the real hope of Glory. "CHRIST IN YOU, the hope of glory." No man in the world has a real hope of Heaven unless Christ lives in him now. If Christ does not live in you in this world, you will not be with Christ in the other world.

In Ephesians 3:17. "That Christ may dwell in your heart." Therefore you have Christ In YOU. This will solve all our problems. It will answer the problem of the crisis in life.

We had a letter from a lady saying, "I'm to undergo a very serious operation Thursday morning. Please pray for me. "He's the answer to that problem. CHRIST--‑ LIVING --- IN --‑ HER!

Also, its the answer to the tragedy of death. It brings comfort in the presence of death. Here's a letter from LaGrange, Georgia, from a lady, saying, "My son lay sick for five months, He enjoyed the services you had here so much."

Then she tells about having to give him up, "Then on May 31, 1945, our other son, 23 years of age, went to bed, well as usual, and at two o'clock he called out, "Mama!" And he was gone before I could get to him. Just a heart failure." Just 23 years old! She goes on to say, "How shocking! No one knows except those that have experienced it. He had always been the sunshine and life of the family. If he ever suffered he always kept it to himself. All he could do was cry, “Mama," and then die." What will be her comfort now? CHRIST LIVING IN HER will be her comfort. He's the answer to problems, the ONLY answer.

The tragedy of death! Here's a letter from Ozark, Alabama. "I lost my mother a few weeks ago, and I'm very lonely, as she was all that I had. Pray that I may be strong and do the Lord's will." Well, what is the answer to that? "CHRIST LIVETH IN ME!" Christ is the answer when a loved one is taken out of your arms. Nothing can touch Him. Sickness, nor death, nor anything else can keep Him from living in me if I trust Him and love Him. Moreover, it's the answer to the Sin question. 

Here is a letter from Elmo, Alabama. "I know there are thousands begging and asking for prayer. I'm asking for your prayers that my shattered home, wrecked by sin, may some day be a Christian home, of love and peace. Another woman broke up our home. She is living with my husband and going by his name. She is a heavy drinker. My husband drinks. We have two little curly‑headed girls, one nine years of age and the other four. They love their daddy and I love him. I can't understand how women will take a married man and a father away from his home. And I can't understand a father who would leave his wife and children. But I guess whiskey will do anything. I don't drink, or dance, or smoke, or curse, because I know it is a sin, and I want to rear our girls as nearly right as I can. I get so blue and feel sorry for our children. They ask every day, 'Where is daddy? When is daddy coming home?' So please pray that he will stop drinking and come home and help me make a living for our family." What is the answer to her problem? "CHRIST LIVETH IN ME!" Christ, her comfort and her joy!

This is the answer, also, to the soul sick of life, sick of sin, and sick of the hell and death and judgment to come. The answer is CHRIST! Here is a letter from Atlanta: "We have five children, not one in our family is a Christian. I want you to pray for my home that we will all come to the Lord. I have been in bad health for about eight years, and I want you to pray that my health will be restored and I will be saved. Pray for my sisters‑in‑law. They aren't saved.  I want you to pray for all of us that we'll know the Lord." He is the answer to the problem of the unsaved. Christ comes in to save, to forgive, to wipe away your tears, to blot out your sins and iniquities! He will come in right now, if you will only trust Him.

Listen to the promise: "Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man will hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in and sup with Him and He with Me." Right now, by faith, drop on your knees and say, "Lord, I open the door of my heart. Come in and live in me and bring me to Heaven." He will do it. Will you kneel just where you are and trust Him?
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