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I want to call your attention to Genesis 20:17. Abraham had gone down into the country of Abimelech. Sarah (Abraham's wife) was posing as Abraham's sister, and Abimelech, the king of Judah, took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream in the night and said unto him, “Behold, thou art but a dead man for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife.” Abimelech began to plead with the Lord. We read that Abraham prayed unto God and God healed Abimelech and his wife and maid‑servants and they bear children. Now there was sickness, there was di​sease, there was childlessness, all be​cause of sin. Personal sin brings physical and mental distress and sep​aration from God. And here we have the prayers of Abraham, praying for this man who mistreated him. And the answer was the healing of this man. How like the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ. We learn then the lesson of sin bringing affliction upon men. We read that God brought affliction upon Abimelech and upon his wife and maid‑servants all because of a wrong relationship with Sarah, Abraham's wife. No wonder, in this day of loose, care​less living, in these times when even the scientists and educational leaders tell us that our moral standards are being broken down, a time when men are going with other men's wives and all kinds of sins are going on--‑I won​der how much sickness and disease is due to SIN. SIN brings physical and mental sickness. How important it is to CONFESS SIN TO GOD in time of sickness as Abimelech did. How important it is to have others who are godly to pray, if we are conscious of sin in our lives. One thing stands out specially in studying Divine Heal​ing, and that is that SIN PRODUCES PHYSICAL SUFFERING, MENTAL DISTRESS, AND SPIRITUAL ANG​UISH. AND WE MUST REPENT OF OUR SINS IF GOD IS GOING TO GIVE THE VICTORY.

The next passage is Deuteronomy 28: 27, 37. “Thou canst not be healed.” That is a terrible thing​, “THOU CANST NOT BE HEALED.” In this case it is not an individual who is sick, but the nation of Israel. In this tremendous chapter God warns the nation and says that if they will obey Him, many blessings will come to them. “If you do not obey Me,” God says, “and if you walk in rebellion, then the Lord will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with emrods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof THOU CANST NOT BE HEALED.” That means afflic​tion and physical pain. “The Lord shall smite thee with blindness and madness and astonishment of heart.  And thou shalt grope at noonday as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways.  Thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.”

Then we read in verse 36, “And the Lord shall smite thee with a sore botch that cannot be healed from the sole of thy foot to the top of thy head.” Here we have God Almighty bringing affliction upon His own peo​ple, deliberately. He says they can​not be healed. Why? The answer is found in verses 45 and 47. “More​over, all these cures shall come upon thee and shall pursue thee and over​take thee till thou be destroyed, be​cause thou harkenedst not unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded thee. And they shall be upon thee for a sign and a wonder, and upon thy seed for​ever because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness and with gladness of heart for the abund​ance of all things." The people dis​obeyed and continued disobeying un​til they came to the place where they would not serve Him nor obey His commandments. Then the Lord said, “I will smite thee and thou canst not be healed.” Here God sent afflictions upon a nation because of SINS she committed against Him. It was a terrific thing, a mighty utterance of the Lord our God.

Let me remind you, too, of II Chron​icles 30. Israel had gone on (as in Deut. 28) in rebellion and disobedience to His Word, refusing to serve Him with joyfulness and gladness of heart for all the good things God had done for her. (So many people are like that today. How we need to check our own lives to see if we are keeping His commandments for the good things He has done for us. Are we serving Him with joyful hearts?) Is​rael kept on until terrible disease and judgment came upon them, until they were in sore affliction and were given up to desolation by God. In II Chronicles 30 we read this statement: “And the Lord hearkened unto Hez​ekiah and healed Hezekiah.” Hezekiah was a king who loved the Lord. One of the first things he did when he became king was to declare the Pass​over that it should be kept unto the Lord. The people had sinned and got​ten away from God and His command​ments and feast dates that He had giv​en them, so Hezekiah established a de​cree through all Israel that the people should come together in the time of Passover. Verse 7: “Be not like your father and like your brethren which trespassed against the Lord God of your fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see. Now be not stiff‑necked as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the Lord and enter His sanctuary which He hath sanctified forever: and serve the Lord your God that the fierceness of His wrath may turn from you. For if you turn again into the Lord, the Lord your God is gracious and merciful and will not turn away His face from you if ye return unto Him.”

So that was the sermon, the message, the letter, that Hezekiah sent by his messengers throughout entire Israel to gather them together for the feast of the Passover. But, as the post passed through Ephraim and Manasseh and Zebulon, they laughed them to scorn and mocked them. Nevertheless, many from Asher, Manasseh and Zebulon humbled themselves. Verse 13: “And there assembled at Jerusalem much peo​ple to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month.” This was a great congregation. The first thing they did was take away the false altars of false worship in the land. God won't hear us if we don't get rid of false altars and false gods and put Him in the proper place. “And they arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars of incense took they away and cast them in the brook Kidron."

Then we read, “The Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves and brought in the burnt offerings into the house of the Lord.” God's leaders got cleaned up! They realized they were not right. It is tragic to see the leader of the people getting away from the Lord. “They gathered together unto the great Passover and Hezekiah prayed for the people and the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah and healed the people." He healed their backslidings. He healed their sins. He healed their physical bodies and brought them peace and well‑being again. He cured them. He made them well, physically, mentally and spiritually. That is the meaning of the word HEALING. It was for the entire man. “And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with great gladness, and the Levites and the priests praised the Lord day by day, singing with loud instru​ments to the Lord. And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the Lord and they did eat throughout the feast seven days offering peace offerings and asking confession to the Lord God of their fathers. And the whole assembly took counsel to keep other seven days: and they kept other seven days with gladness."

And we read in verse 25, "And all the congregation of Judah, with the priest and the Levites and all the congregation that came out of Israel, and the strangers that came out of Israel and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. So there was great joy in Jerusalem for since the time of Solomon, the son of David, King of Israel, there was not the like in Jerusalem. Then the priests and the Levites arose and blessed the people and their voice was heard and their prayers came up to His holy dwell​ing place, even unto heaven.” There was a nation away from God, and one man (it happened to be a king) sent out word that the people should come back to God.

I know of a few leaders today in this nation who are lifting up their voices to call the people back to God. They are calling America back to God. Everywhere, people are responding. God's evangelists are going out with God's message. How glad we are to have a share in that! We want a great revival in our own America. We want one to sweep the world, just as in the days of Israel. How are we going to have revival?

First, we must humble ourselves. Those people came back to the Lord to obey His commandments. They tore down false altars, did away with false worship. They prayed and the Lord hearkened and heard them and healed them and restored them to fellowship with Him. He made known His face un​to them and His ways unto them. Great gladness came to the people. The lead​ers taught the people the knowledge of God. When God's Word went out, there came a time of divine worship and great rejoicing. God heard their voices and was well pleased.

That is the way back, friends. There is no other way. In time of sickness we should come back to God this way. In times of individual sickness, we should come to God this way. We should humble ourselves, come to God, get rid of things we falsely worship, altars we have erected to the gods of this present world. We should pray to Him and learn His ways and walk in them. God will hear from heaven and there will be gladness and great rejoicing. Otherwise, there can be nothing but misery and wretchedness and woe.

Isn't it wonderful to read God's Word and find out the precious, solemn truths He would have us know?

Now in Isaiah 6:9‑13, we read, “And God said unto Isaiah (when he was con​verted), Go and tell this people, ye hear indeed, but understand not; ye see but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy and shut their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and convert (that means, turn back to God) and be healed.” Then Isaiah said, “Lord how long? And he answered, Un​til the cities be waste without inhabi​tants and the house with men and the land be utterly desolate and the Lord have removed men far away, and here shall be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. But yet in it shall be a tenth--‑the holy seed--‑shall be the substance thereof.” This is the great unpardonable sin. What had the people to do to bring about the unpardonable sin? Their eyes were shut; their ears were too heavy to listen to the Word of God, their hearts refused to understand what God had to say. They refused to turn back to God and be healed. The result was disease of rebellion against God and hardness of heart. The Lord hardened their hearts that they should never, never come back to Himself. They refused to be healed, the cities would be wasted, the inhabitants destroyed and the land utterly deso​late and a great forsaking in the land.

But what about the godly? Well, there was one-tenth holy seed. Friends, that is a solemn word. Have we shut our eyes? Have we closed our ears? Have we hardened our hearts against the truth of God? Have we refused to come to Him? If so, there'll come a time when you CAN'T come and can NEVER be healed. Hell is a place where men will never be healed of their sins. How important to get right with God while we may.

Friends, are you healed spiritually, mentally and physically? Are you right with God today? If not, won't you bow your head and come to God now, mak​ing the great surrender to Him? Do it now! God bless you.
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