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Matthew 7:23

If you have your Bibles, friends, turn with me to Matthew 7, verse 23, where our Lord Jesus Christ is speak​ing of that tremendous day when He will come again. He says in verse 23, "Then will I profess to them, I never knew you. Depart from me, ye that work iniquity." Then He says, "There​fore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man which built his house upon a rock. And the rains des​cended and the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and it fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth these sayings of Mine and doeth them NOT shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand. And the rains descended and the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it. And it came to pass when Jesus had ended these say​ings the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes."

Oh, the authority of the words of Jesus! Here our Lord Jesus makes an astonishing declaration. He says in ef​fect, "The words that I am speaking are the most important words the world has ever heard. They are SO IM​PORTANT that the man who doesn't hear what I am saying, and doesn't obey what I am saying, will be like a man who builds his house on sand, and when the rains and floods and winds come, the house will fall."

I remember driving one time down the west coast of Florida, where there had been a tremendous storm. You know how they build cottages and homes right up off the beach. We drove mile after mile and saw the wreckages of houses. We saw concrete undermined. Houses were fallen in, ruined, everywhere we turned. Even the road, built on the sand, was nearly destroyed. These houses fell. Why? They were built upon sand. They didn't have enough foundation. They had the concrete. They had everything that had to do with building houses, but they were built ON SAND. They were not built on solid foundation, on rock.

My friends, that is what the Lord is saying to us today. It is impossible for a man or woman to build a char​acter, build a life, that will stand the storms and tests of sickness and suf​fering and death and all the problems and trials of life, UNLESS that man or woman is HEARING AND DOING the words of Jesus Christ.

That is a terrific utterance! If that is so, then the majority of lives in this city are going to be RUINED! The ma​jority of lives in the United States, the majority of lives in the world, are RUINED!

You say, "Preacher, I don't think that is so. A lot of people are having a big time, with money in the bank, fame, pleasure, comfort, everything. Their lives are not RUINED."

But wait a minute. Death has not come yet. We haven't faced Eternity yet. We haven't gone to meet GOD yet. The real values must be evaluated in the Light of Eternity! How will a man stand when he DIES? How will a man DIE? John Wesley said, "Our people die well." Why did they die well? Be​cause they had LIVED well. They had LIVED the teachings of Jesus. They were serious, earnest people. Many are the words of MEN, but there is nothing comparable to the words of Jesus Christ.

Only last night I was studying a book on the period of Greek history known as The Age of Pericles, the golden era of Greek history. In this book was a funeral oration of Pericles. It had a lot of words. But it didn't give the mother of that boy who had died in battle any comfort whatsoever. There was no comfort in Greece 400 years before Jesus Christ. All of Pericles' words were just so many words. They didn't last for Eternity. They were not good for Eternity. The more I study history the more I realize that the greatest words every spoken were the words of Jesus---Jesus Christ, the Son of God! Mere oratory means nothing at all. But, friends, you and I can BUILD on the words of Christ. That is what He says about His words.

This is an audacious statement. Imagine a "mere man" saying, "If you don't do what I tell you to do, you'll have a ruined life for time and eterni​ty." But it was more than a man Who spake those words!

Matthew 24:35. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but MY WORDS SHALL NOT PASS AWAY." Here is a tremendous statement. Jesus Christ said HIS WORDS were more stable, more abiding, more enduring than this very globe on which we live, than the universe that scientists are studying so diligently. Jesus said, "The heavens shall pass away"---that is, the universe. "EARTH shall pass away"---it is doomed for destruction. Elsewhere in the Bible God tells us that He is going to destroy this earth. In Second Peter 3:7 He says the heavens and the earth "are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the Day of Judgment and perdi​tion of ungodly men. And the earth and all of its works shall be burned up." We speak of something as being "as sure as the ground on which we stand." The ground isn't sure; it is going to pass away. I thank God that my salvation and the salvation of my loved ones is founded upon a SURE FOUNDATION, THE WORDS OF CHRIST, WHICH SHALL NEVER PASS AWAY. The words of Christ are ETERNAL. They are ABIDING. They are FOREVER.

In Luke 6:47 Jesus says, "Whosoever cometh to Me and heareth My sayings and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like. He is like a man, which built a house and digged deep and laid the foundation on a rock. And when the flood arose and the stream beat vehemently upon that house, they could not shake it, for it was founded on a rock." Oh, the child of God who has lived for Jesus CANNOT BE SHAKEN with the floods of sickness and finan​cial reverses and ill health and disap​pointment and misunderstanding and sin and death.

"But he that heareth and doeth NOT is like a man who without a foundation built a house upon the earth, against which the stream did beat vehemently and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great." Friends, there are a lot of lives today that are considered GREAT in man's estima​tion, but they will be revealed as RUINS in the Presence of God! That Hollywood actress, who, careless of the beauty that God her Creator has given her, displays that beauty for all men to see to stir up the baser emotions of men that lead to sin, will find when she gets to Eternity in the Presence of a Holy God that her life was ruined. Yea, more than ruined, for it ruined the lives of others.

In Luke 24 we read of Jesus after His Resurrection. He was on the Em​maus road with two of His disciples before He went back into heaven, and He said, "These are the words which I spake unto you while I was with you. Moses in the first five books of the Bible wrote about Me. The prophets wrote about Me. The Psalms have pre​dictions about Me. I have come to ful​fill them. I stepped into the stream of history, onto the scene of mankind, even as the Old Testament predicted." Then opened He their understanding that they might understand the Scrip​tures. "These were the words I spake unto you while I was with you."

TODAY WE HAVE THE WORDS OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD. Wouldn't it be wonderful if He walked into this room today! Wouldn't it be wonderful if He walked into your presence today and you could hear words from His lips? How would you like to have lived in Palestine 1900 years ago and gathered with the peo​ple who thronged Him and heard those tremendous words that fell from His lips, that brutal officers and soldiers that came to arrest Him and take Him away, went away saying, "Never man spake as this man!"

My beloved friends, today we have in the pages of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John THE VERY WORDS that fell from His lips! The words of Jesus! In John 6:63 we read, "It is the Spirit that quickeneth. The flesh profiteth nothing. The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are Life." Nobody has ever said that but JESUS. "My words are SPIRIT." Not "spiritu​al"; they "ARE SPIRIT.” "My words are LIFE." What is it that makes the words of Jesus "LIVING" in our souls, as we are receptive to them, as we yield ourselves to Him? His words are SPIRIT and they are LIFE, ETERNAL LIFE. His words bring to us ETERNAL LIFE, the very life of GOD that we are going to enjoy to the fullest when we stand in His Holy Presence.

In John 17 Jesus talks to His Father and says, "Father, I have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them and have known surely that I came out from Thee, and they have believed that Thou didst send Me." Jesus always spoke the words God gave Him. So in the words of Jesus in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we have not only the words of Christ the Son of God, but also the VERY WORDS OF GOD HIS HEAVENLY FATHER. There is no other place that you can find LIFE but IN THOSE WORDS.

You say, "Preacher, I haven't seen all that."

In John 7:17 Jesus says, "If any man will DO His will he shall KNOW of the teaching, whether it be of God or whether I speak of Myself." The only way you can know that these words are the words of God, solid and true and abiding, is to obey them. If any man will DO His will, he will KNOW that this teaching is of God. If you hear His words and DO NOT do them, you'll never know that they were indeed the words of God. In the words of Christ we have the only words that can save our souls and bring us a suc​cessful life here and throughout the ages of Eternity. To hear the words of Christ and ignore them, not do them, will bring only eternal death.

Friends, God bless you today! Let's get our Bibles and READ HIS WORDS AND LIVE THEM, that it may be well with us here and hereafter!
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