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"THE HOLY SPIRIT SAITH TODAY"





Now if you have your Bible, turn with me to the Book of Hebrews chapter 3 and verse 7. Tonight, I want to speak to you on the subject "The Holy Spirit Saith Today." Now the word, “saith” is Old English.  The modern English says The Holy Spirit is constantly saying, "Today if you will hear my voice, harden not your heart." That is where I got the passage that the Holy Spirit of God has spoken to you every day.  If you do not know as clear as the sunshine that you are saved, God's Spirit comes every day; (if you haven't crossed the dead line, if you haven't committed the unpardonable sin), and says TODAY, not tomorrow or next week or next month or on your death bed later on, but today if you hear my voice; I am speaking to you, if you will listen, harden not your heart.  Don't walk away, come to Christ and be saved.  Now ladies and gentlemen, the Holy Spirit has been here all this week.  Everybody knows it, everyone who has a thimble full of spirituality.  And He is here tonight in this final service speaking to this great audience of people. 	I want you to listen not to the human voice, but to the voice of the Spirit of God who will speak tonight to the hearts of the people in this room.  He will speak to your heart according to your need.





There are five reasons why the Holy Spirit of God comes tonight.  If you do not know you are saved 100%, as clear as the sunshines, TODAY make sure.  There are five reasons.  The first reason is: Without Christ, you are lost.  We use that word as common language.  Lost.  One day it occured to me as we use that word, what does it mean?  Does the Bible anywhere say anything about what it really means to be lost?  In one particular passage I found in Ephesians 2:1 - 3, and there the Apostle Paul writes "Ye being dead in trespasses and sins, walking according to the course of this world, obedient to the prince of the power of the air, doing the desires of the flesh and mind, and by nature a child of wrath, even as others." My friends, there is a divine photograph of every soul that is out of Christ.  Every soul that is not genuinely saved.  You are dead in trespasses and sin.  You are dead.  You say, "But preacher, I am very much alive." But you are a dead soul.  You are dead to God, and heaven and salvation and eternal life, and the things that really count.  You are a dead soul in a living body and if that body of yours dies, you will be a dead soul forever.  That doesn't mean cessation of existence.  It means that you will be dead, you won't know God.  You won't know heaven.  You won't know eternal life.  Throughout the ages of eternity, you are dead.  You are physically alive tonight if you are not a born again child of God, but you are spiritually dead.  Then he said, “You are walking according to this world and not the other world.” How foolish to live for earth and not for eternity.  Then he said, “you are living for the devil and not Christ.”  If your life is not for Jesus, then your contribution is for the devil.  You are taking sides, you are a little anti-christ.  You have taken sides against Jesus.  You are either for Christ or you are against Christ, one of the two.  Then, he says, 'you are living for self and not for God.   Now, my friends, you can not do anything for yourself but run into the ground or into the swamps or into hell.  You see, we have to go God's way to get to heaven.  The Bible speaks of God's way, God's ways, and so on; and if you are walking your way, believe me it is not toward heaven, it is away from heaven and it is toward hell.  Then he said, 'by nature you are a child of wrath.' A child of wrath means a person who has rejected Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord and God’s anger is upon his head.  That is what it is and God is simply giving you time now to come to Christ and be saved.  Now there is a divine photograph of every body out of Christ, that does not know they are saved and those that ought to know they are saved, and come to the Lord.  You are dead in trespasses and sins; you are walking according to the course of this world; you are obedient to the prince of the power of the air; you are doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and are by nature a child of wrath even as others.  You are a lost soul.  Now, ladies and gentlemen, I don't apologize for the Word of God.   I know a lot of people don't want to hear it. I  thank you for wanting to hear it. I thank these men of God for letting me come, they believe this Bible . I want to remind you tonight, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, I may never have another opportunity to speak to you, but I want to remind you tonight that to be lost means to spend eternity in the fire.  That's what it means.


     You heard about the Las Vegas hotel fires?  I remember in my own hometown, Atlanta, GA, there on the ridge on Peachtree Street, some years ago, the Hotel caught on fire.  People jumped like the rain from the sky to their death to the pavement below, over 100 people jumped to their death.  I remember seeing pictures, it is etched in my brain, I can't get away from it.  There was an amateur photographer over there at Lanes, and when that hotel caught on fire that night, he fixed his camera and got it ready and some girl had jumped from some terrible heights, and her body was plunging down toward that marquee, he caught her body just before she hit that marquee and blasted every bone in her body into bits.  As I see that plunging body of that precious girl, I said what in the world would make her do a thing like this?  And the answer is, she was trying to get out of the fire.  Up in that hotel that night, there was a mother and she had two little children and when the flames began to beat in that room, and that mother realized that she and her children were facing a literal firey death, she walked to the window and raised it and went back and got her baby boy and dropped him to his death.  Then she went back and got her little girl and dropped her to her death, and then she climbed onto the window sill and jumped to her death.  What would make a mother do a terrible thing like that?  She was trying to get out of the fire, and she was trying to get her children out of the fire.  My brother, who was president of a cab company in Atlanta at that time was pressed into service, and he was called in the early morning hours.  As I said over a hundred people jumped to their death and had to be carried to the morgue.  He took his wife down and while he was busy, she stood over on the Macy's side and she looked up and was watching people jump to their death, and she tried to pull away from the horrible scene, but she couldn't do it.  She was transfixed in horror, and she stood there until that thing was over and they had to take her away and put her in quiet for over three months before she could get reason back on the throne.  It almost drove my sister in law into insanity as she watched people jumping to their death to the pavement below, trying to get out of the fire.


I was in a funeral service with Carlos Hemperly, an undertaker, in East Point and I knew him very well.  Shortly after the hotel caught fire, I said, "Carlos, you were there?  Tell me something about it." He said, "I don't like to talk about it preacher." But I pressed him, I said, "My friend, I may be able to help people.  Tell me your experience." He said, "I was working down there to pick up a body and put it in my hearse to take it to the morgue, and I heard a scream and then a splat and somebody had jumped to their death right beside me." And that undertaker who was used to all kinds of terrible death, looked in my face and said, "Jess, I do not have a vocabulary adequate to tell you of the horror of that awful night.





Ladies and gentlemen, when I bend over the pages of this Book, which is the Word of the Living God, and when I read this Book, and read what it says is the doom of people who turn their backs on Christ, and do not receive Jesus as Saviour and Master, and make Him Lord of their lives; I do not have vocabulary adequate to tell you the horror of that which is waiting for them who reject the Lord Jesus and die without Him.  No wonder the Holy Ghost says TODAY, because you are lost.





The second reason why the Holy Ghost says today come to Jesus is because you can be saved tonight.  You can be saved tonight.  I do not think that I could tell people ever the horror of what it means to be lost if I couldn't tell them that they can be saved.  God's Word says, "Whereby are given unto us such exceeding great and precious promises that by these ye might become partakers of the divine nature." How many promises in the Bible?  Somebody has estimated that there are over 8,000.  I do not know, I doubt if you could calculate them absolutely accurate.  I know one thing.  This Book is filled with promises from the God of heaven.  He will save you, if with all your heart you will come to Christ.  "Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is none else." There are the great outstretched arms of God to every human being, red and yellow, black and white to the ends of the earth.  "Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." "He that confesses me before men, him will I confess before my Father and the holy angels." If I had the strength, and you had the patience, I could stand here and quote promise after promise after promise, so could you, in which the God of heaven pledges Himself. I say it reverently, a gentleman who never failed his word; who always keeps his word;  He will save you if you seek Him with all your heart.  He says He will do it.  You know what that adds up to?  If you go to hell, you will have nobody to blame but yourself.





I presented this one day on the radio, and I got through and a lady sent me a letter I received a few days later.  She said, I see today, that if I go to hell, I can not blame anyone but myself.  I can't blame God.  I can't blame the Holy Spirit. I can't blame the witnesses, the preachers and the other witnesses.  I will have only myself to blame.





The Holy Ghost saith today first of all because you are lost.  The Holy Ghost saith today come to Christ and make 100% sure you are saved because with Christ, you can be saved and God has provided a way of salvation.





Now the third reason why the Holy Ghost says today is because you are without Christ.  Ladies and gentlemen, when I say that, I am saying that these are two of the most terrible words in the human language, and two of the most terrible words in the Bible.  They are found in Ephesians again, where the Apostle Paul says that you are without God, without Christ and without hope in this world.  WITHOUT CHRIST.  I can not imagine it.  WITHOUT CHRIST.  You, if you do not know you are saved tonight and God lets people know when they are saved, you are without Christ.  The Greek word means cut off from Christ, severed from Christ.  You have nothing to do with Christ;  Christ had nothing to do with you.





May I ask you a question?  The day is coming when you will have to do without your husband, your wife, your dad, your mother, your son, your daughter, your friend, your neighbor; what are you going to do without Christ?  You are without His righteous life.  He might as well as not have come as far as you are concerned.  You are without His atoning death.  He might as well not have died as far as you are concerned.  You are without His high priestly intercession.  "He ever liveth to make intercession for the people of God." But you are not among God's people.  You are outside the church.  But you say, brother Jess, I am a church member.  Oh, how many of our church members are lost.  I was one of them.  That is why I know it.  The real church of the Lord Jesus is not on the rolls, and I say it with all reverence for the church rolls of our local churches.  But I want to tell you friends, the real church of the Lord Jesus Christ is on that roll yonder in heaven.  It is composed only of born again people.  That is the true church of Christ.  Are you a member of that true church?





Then, you will be outside His kingdom.  Jesus is coming to reign 1,000 glorious years, and I want to share it with the Son of God.  He has promised me that I shall.  But my friends, you will be shut out of that millennium.  You will be shut out of that kingdom.  Then you will be shut out of that eternal glory in the Holy City, the kingdom of God.  You will never walk in through that gate of pearl.  You will never walk that street of gold.  You are without Christ.





May I say to you the day is coming when Jesus Christ will be worth more than 10 million worlds just like this.  Serious illness is coming to every one of us and ladies and gentlemen, when serious illness comes my way, I want Jesus there.  I want my Lord there with me when serious illness comes.  I went up on an elevator in a hospital in Atlanta, and they wheeled on a man to take him up to the operating room and he sobbed out, "Lord have mercy on me." I could scarcely refrain from saying, "Brother, did you wait until you are face to face with the knife before you really called upon the Lord?  Did you wait until you are face to face with death;  got into trouble before you really seriously called on Jesus?" Many people do.  You will be without Christ in serious illness, in sickness.  You will be without Christ in death.  Death, according to the Bible, is the king of terrors to unsaved people.  I said unsaved people and I have seen the strongest men wilt when death came knocking at their door.  I have seen them fade from all that flaunted boldness, and they became frightened children in the presence of death.  I am willing to die tonight with Christ.  I am not willing to die without Christ.  But you will be without Christ in death.


     


     Then God's Word says you will be without Christ in judgment.  God's Word says the future life and after death comes judgment.  I want to remind you that you will stand before God's throne of judgment.  You know who is going to be sitting there as your judge?  Jesus Christ.  It is He Himself who says, all judgment has been committed into the hands of the Son.  And you will stand there condemned, Jesus sitting on the throne.  They will bring out the Book, and read out every evil thought, word and deed of your life for everybody to hear.





And you will stand condemned.  You thought those things, you spoke those things; you can't deny them, and then Jesus will say, Depart from me, go away from me, you didn't want me, go away from me to the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels and you will turn and look pitilessly at Him, and there are the marks of the thornes on his brow and the nails in his hands, the hole in his side, nails in his feet; the way he died for you.  You know what?  He will turn His face away.  You denied Him here, He Himself says, He will deny you there.  You will be without Christ at the judgment.  No Saviour.





Then you will be without Christ in hell.  I tried to repeat to you friends, some people are concerned about you now.  Some people have prayed for you;  many of your friends and loved ones.  I want to tell you something in a lost world, nobody cares.  Nobody will care.  There is no cross; there is no Saviour; there is no blood; there is no gospel meetings; there is no preaching; no Bible; you are a lost soul.  You will be without Christ.  Hell is a place where Jesus never comes offering salvation.  And there you sit without Christ, and just a heart beat between you and that lost world.





Then the fourth reason why the Holy Spirit says today is because the time is short.  Your time is short.  Don't say young people, I have plenty of time.  There are short graves out yonder in the cemetery.  The apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians 7 and says, "This I say brethren, the time is short; let those that have wives be as though they had none.  Those that weep as though they wept not; those that rejoice as though they rejoiced not; those that buy as though they possessed not; And they that use this world as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world is passing away.”  What is Paul saying?  He said because time is so short, and eternity out there is so long, don't you let anything keep you from Christ.  A wife says I am going to wait for my husband; husband for wife, children for parents; parents for children.  When you come to die, no earthly loved one can help you.  Nobody can.  Don't let any home affairs keep you from Christ.  Don't let any great joy keep you from Christ.  Don't let any great sorrow keep you from getting right with Jesus. Mr. Businessman, don't let any business in this world blind your eyes to the fact that the greatest business facing you is the salvation of your never dying soul.  Mr. Worldling, don't let any thing in this world keep you from preparation for that world for your time is so short to get ready to meet God.





You remember the story of the Johnstown flood.  You remember that little village, the great dam and the billions of tons of water backed up.  Civil engineers of the United States government surveyed that dam and said it was dangerous.  Some of the people moved, but most of them didn't.  One day a man was riding his horse up near the dam and saw the first break, the first trickle of water.  He rode his horse down through the village calling, "The dam is breaking.  The dam is breaking.  Get up for your lives." A few people believed him; gathered their belongings and escaped.  Most didn't.  That dam broke with a terrible roar and millions of tons struck that city in an avalanche. 3,000 people lost their lives because they didn't believe that their time was so short.  But it was. But I tell you God says tonight your time is short.  Get ready to meet God.





Then the final reason why the Holy Ghost says today is if you are not 100% sure that you are saved.  Today, if you hear my voice and you will listen, because this may be the last opportunity some boy or girl, teenager, man or woman in this room will ever have to be saved.  It may be the last.





Yonder was a sculptor and he made a figure of a runner, He put a handkerchief over his face and wings on his feet.  He was taking a group of friends through his studio and a man said, "What do you call the runner?" He said, "I call him opportunity." "Why did you put is a handkerchief over his face?" "Because he is seldom seen when he approaches." "And why did you put wings on his feet?" "Because he is soon gone." I thought my beloved friends, how many opportunities God gives people to be saved and they just pass it up.  Opportunity after opportunity as though it is going to be forever; as though you can be saved any old time you want to.





This may be the last opportunity tonight in this great revival, in this great movement of the Spirit of God, that some boy or girl, teenager, man or woman will ever have to be saved.  It may be the last.  Why? because death may meet you suddenly.  Heart attacks come to even young people.  I had a surgeon in John Hopkins University tell me that he had operated on a young boy of 15 of age of a heart attack.  Even young people are having sudden heart attacks and you never know.  Sudden accidents and people are hurled into eternity without any warning whatsoever.  Death may come very, very suddenly.





     One of our great preachers was speaking in Atlanta under a tent, and there was a group of rowdy fellows in the back and the leader of the group got up and disturbed the whole meeting. The preacher had to stop.  And he said as he swaggered out, "I hope 1 will never hear any preaching like this anymore." He hadn't gotten three blocks away when he grabbed his stomach crying out, “ Oh, oh,” and fell graveling in pain to the pavement, and by the time they got a doctor to him, thirty minutes later, that boy was dead.  Now my friends, do you think that a young man would have walked out of that meeting that night where a man of God was preaching the gospel to him whereby he could have been saved, and say I never want to hear any preaching like this anymore.  He won’t.  He will not be disturbed in that lost world by any preaching.  Nobody is going to worry him there about getting saved.  Nobody is going to talk to him about salvation.  They are not going to preach to him the gospel.  He is lost forever.





A lady called me on the telephone and she said, "Brother Hendley, my husband is in Emory Hospital and he is dying. "She started crying.  I asked what was the matter.  She said, “he is lost." She asked me to go and try to lead him to Jesus.  So, I got in my car and drove clear across town to Emory Hospital, got the man’s room number and went up to the room and rapped on the door.  A nurse came to the door.  I asked if mister so and so was in there and she said yes.  I said, "I am a preacher.  Would you let me speak to him?" She said, "I am sorry, sir, but doctor’s orders are you cannot see him." I said, "Nurse, his wife called me.  His wife says that he is seriously ill and that he is not a Christian and she is worried about him and she asked me to come and try to lead him to Jesus.  Will you please let me see him?" She said more firmly, "I am sorry sir, but doctor's orders are that you can't see him." I asked her if she were a Christian and she said, "Yes, sir." I said, Nurse, you know the Bible.  That man is dying his wife says , and he will be in hell in a very short time.  Nurse, I beg you give him this final chance.  I will be just as careful tender, delicate as I know how to be.  Give this man this last chance to be snatched out of hell, please." She said even more firmly, "I am sorry sir, but doctor's orders are you can't see him." I turned away with a sick heart and that man laid there and died without Christ, without God, and without hope.  He had passed up every opportunity that God had given him, and when death came it was too late.





     This may be the last opportunity you will ever receive because death may meet you suddenly, but there is a second reason.  This may be the last opportunity you will ever have because God's Spirit may depart tonight and seal your doom.  "My Spirit," God says, "shall not always strive with man." My Spirit.  What a wonderful thing that God wants you and sends His Spirit to strive with you.  What an awful thing to turn Him down, and if tonight is that last opportunity, and it well may be the last you will ever receive, God's Spirit may depart tonight and seal your doom.





     One of the saddest thing that any human could ever see, a woman, eighty years of age, in Decatur, Georgia, wringing her hands and sobbing, "Preacher, tell people that just trying to be good won't do.  They must have Jesus in their heart.  I could have had Him once, but I have waited too late." Here in this room today are young people, boys and girls, teenagers: today, and God is speaking to you.  When she was young as you are, God spoke to her.  She had incentive to go.  She had the urge to go, but she fought off, she didn't yield to the Spirit of God.  She didn't hear the voice of the Spirit of God.  She didn't listen to God's Spirit and respond and make sure about her salvation, and the day came when she wanted salvation but it was too late, and she died wringing her hands saying, "I waited too late.  I waited too late."


     


     Let every head be bowed and every eye closed.
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