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Revelation 5:11

THE GREAT NEED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

We do need the Holy Spirit. There is no question about that! I only challenge you to read the passages which we will study this morning. Maybe you have already read them, and maybe you haven't. I ask you to read them that is all!

We should take head to these passages of Scripture that we do not lose our crown.

"BEHOLD, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, THAT NO MAN TAKE THY CROWN"  (Rev. 5:11).

There is a crown, then for the Christian. We are singing, "Will there be any stars in my CROWN?”  We had better sings "Will there be any CROWN?"  I don't find passages about STARS IN  A CROWN in the Word of God, but I do find many passages about a CROWN. Look out, brother, somebody may get YOUR CROWN!  Now, let me illustrate this solemn truth.

Esau despised his birthright, and Jacob got it. Is that right? Yes! Reuben was the first born of the twelve sons of Jacob, but Judah took his place. Judah got the CROWN due to Reuben, because of sin. Saul was the first king of Israel, but continued in willful disobedience to God, and David got his CROWN. Israel failed God, and the Church is taking her place; God intended that Israel should evangelize the world, not because He loved her more, but He chose Israel in order that through her He could reveal Himself to a lost world. The Church is doing the job which Israel was to do. Does this illustrate the truth I am presenting? Israel sinned, was laid aside by God and now the Church is doing the job God intended she should do.

The same is true of the Christian! If we don't do the job God has for us to do, somebody will do it, and will get our CROWN. "‑‑hold that fast which thou hast, that no main take thy CROWN (Rev. 3:11).

"Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a complete reward (II John 8). It is possible to lose something.

"LOOK TO YOURSELVES!" "LOOK TO YOURSELVES!" This is different from the common idea people have today of: "Look to the Lord." Paul says to Timothy, heed to THYSELF and unto the doctrine (teaching) (I Tim. 4:16). We are not only to "look to the Lord," but also look to yourselves ‑‑ keep your eye on yourself. Our teaching is no good if our life is not right! "Take heed to THYSELF!"

We have to be right with God. If our life doesn't match up with our profession, it's worth nothing! I will illustrate:

I heard not long ago about a preacher in a  certain section of the United States. A young woman said, "I listened to him, until I saw how he lived." Our life must ring true with our testimony! Brother our testimony isn't worth the snap of our finger unless it is backed up with sincerity. All that we really are is what we are in God's presence ‑‑ actually and in reality. That scares me!  My inward experience must match my  testimony exteriorly.

Paul says to Timothy: "Be looking out for yourself and your teaching." Look out for yourselves, then teach. Why teaching second? Teaching is not worth any more than your own life, walking with God. But, people say, "God keeps me -- I have nothing to do with it! Let us see what the Book says!

"Now unto him that is able to KEEP you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy." (Jude 24)   Yes, brother, He is able to keep us! But in this same Epistle we are told: "KEEP YOURSELVES" (Jude 21).   KEEP yourself!  KEEP YOURSELF!  We forget that there are two personalities involved in this. There is God, and there is man.  Don't talk about God, and leave out man’s part. God is SOVEREIGN! But man is responsible, too! There is no sinner in Hell who will be able to blame God for it. He can blame no one, but himself. He walked against the light which God had given him.

One brother was visiting with me in a home. A picture was on the wall showing a woman who had nearly drowned, clinging to a rock in the form of a cross, with her feet dragging in the: water. My brother said, "That's not true, I'm not holding the Cross! But what does the Word of God say? "God is able to keep us" (Jude 24), but it also says, "Keep yourselves" (Jude 21). See also Rev. 3:10 where He says:

"Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the  earth."

His keeping us out of the hour of tribulation is dependent upon our keeping the Word of His patience. Now, that is true! We talk about persevering! The old Negro said, "Persevering is getting hold, holding on , and never letting go." Hallelujah!

On the Boston Y.M.C.A. hangs a great stone Cross, with two hands clinging to it, with these Latin sentences underneath: "teneo, teneor," which means, "I am holding," and "I am being held." Praise God! That is a blessed truth! Paul says, "Look to yourselves that you lose not your reward!" It is possible to lose from your works and it is possible NOT to receive your full reward.

Now, I am going to make a statement: Your place in the Kingdom of God (Millennium) when the Lord reins is directly dependent upon, not your faith, but your WORKS. I was happy to find Dr. I.M. Holdeman stating this in his book on the "Second Coming. Your place in the Kingdom is directly dependent upon your works, not grace, not by grace and faith, but your position  according to your WORKS. I will prove that:

I. JESUS CHRIST'S PLACE IN THE  KINGDOM IS NOT DEPENDENT ON GRACE, or upon His being the Son of God, but it is upon His SUFFERING AND WORKS. Now, get that! 

II. YOUR PLACE AND MINE IN THE KINGDOM IS DEPENDENT UPON NOT SIMPLY FAITH, BUT SUFFERING AND WORKS.

"Let this mind be in you, (Paul is saying, "Take upon you the same mind of submission, the same mind of suffering as Jesus had), which was also in Christ Jesus:

"Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

"But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

"And being found in fashion as a man, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.

"Wherefore God (for this reason that He humbled Himself and suffered and died) also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

"That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth." (Phil: 2:5‑10)

Jesus, as King of Kings and ruling the earth, as He will (Psa. 2:8‑9; Psa. 72), is not dependent upon His being the Son of God, but is dependent upon His sufferings and works. What Paul is saying in this passage is: "Take upon you the same mind of submission that was characteristic of the Lord Jesus Christ, the same mind of suffering, and humility and obedience to God." Although He was coequal with God, with arch‑angels waiting upon His slightest wish, enjoying the glories of heaven and the delights of being God's only Son, He did not say, "I will remain here with you, My Father, and enjoy the riches of the Glory‑land." Is that what He said? No! He laid aside His riches, and His glory and took upon Him the form of a man (just one step) then on down He went humbling Himself and became obedient unto death. You say, "Did God die?" Yes! God died on the Cross! (II Cor. 5:19) He was not only obedient unto death, but to the most shameful death --- the death of the Cross. This manner of death was reserved for only the most vile criminals. No Roman was ever crucified! It was the only death of the most vile criminals. It was only the offscouring of the earth!

What was the result of His being willing to die on the Cross? "WHEREFORE (for this reason that He suffered and died) God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name." (Phil. 2:9)  Was He exalted because He was the Son of God?  No! Was it because He was co‑equal with God?  No! Was it because in Him dwelt all the Divine attributes? No!  HE IS GIVEN A "NAME THAT IS ABOVE EVERY  NAME," BECAUSE HE SUFFERED THE DEATH OF THE  CROSS.  Is every tongue going to 
confess Him because He is the Son of God?  No! It will be because He was willing to suffer death and shame upon the Cross. That is all as plain as day in that one word, "WHEREFORE."

Now, let us turn to one of the greatest passages in the Bible -‑ Isa. 53. Here we see the suffering Saviour! 

"Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great; and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors." Here we have the word, "THEREFORE" again. Why? What do you mean? "Divide him A portion with the great." Why? Because He "poured out his soul unto death." Now that is a plain statement. CHRIST DOES NOT TAKE HIS POSITION AS "GREATEST" BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF GOD BUT BECAUSE OF HIS SUFFERINGS EVEN UNTO DEATH.

Paul is not joking when he said, "If we suffer ‑‑ notice ‑‑ "IF WE SUFFER, we shall also REIGN WITH HIM. (II Tim. 2:12) This is a conditional sentence!  It has an IF! No suffering ‑-no reigning. Now, why is Jesus seated on the Father's throne? Because He is the Son? No! It is because HE IS AN OVERCOMER! It is in the Book!

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,  EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME, and am set down with my  Father in his throne.”  (Rev. 3:21)   Why did Jesus SIT DOWN with the Father?  Because HE OVERCAME! He earned, then His position by His overcoming! It was not because He is the Son of God, and our sitting with Him on His throne is dependent on our OVERCOMING! We must live in victory over the "world, the flesh, and the devil," if we rein with Jesus. Are you conquering?  Are you being conquered?  The promise in Revelation, chapter two and three,  are "TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH"‑‑ TO HIM THAT CONTINUALLY CONQUERS" (Lit).  I wish we would learn that, folks! This is a solemn truth which would change our entire life and bring us to death without remorse we would have otherwise.

"And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we  may have confidence and NOT BE ASHAMED before him at his coming." (I John 2:28)  The word,
"ABIDE" means to "REMAIN." Stay in Him! Stay in Him! Why? Then we shall have confidence (parresia) Greek word, meaning, "bold speech." . There will be a lot of people who will be tongue‑tied when they look Jesus in the face be​cause of disobedience, and others will have "bold speech.”  The fellow who is not doing anything will be dead silent when the Master speaks ‑‑. no bold speech for him. "And not be shamed FROM (apo) Greek word, meaning; "From" denoting, “separation.”  "NOT  SHAMED FROM HIM."' This is speaking of believers, brother! We better  do some overcoming. Jesus earned His place in the. Kingdom.

Now turn with me to Psalms 2: 1-6.

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

"The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,

“Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision.

"Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

"Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion"

In this passage we have first, the wrath of the Lord, then we have the decree of God of the kings, then the Son speaks: "I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee." (Psa. 2:7)

"Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession." (Psa. 2:8)  So, His getting the kingdom is dependent upon His ASKING!  God told Jesus He could have it and made the decree an the day He said, "Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee"‑ and Peter says this refers to His resurrection day! (Acts 2:32)

"Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." (Psa. 2:9) The hour is coming when the Son will turn to the Father and say, "Father, I want my Kingdom.'' And, the Father will turn the Kingdom over to His Son, and the "Lord and His Christ shall reign unto the ages of the ages. GLORY! Now, we have seen that Christ's position in the kingdom is dependent upon His works, sufferings, and death!

II. THE BELIEVER'S POSITION IN THE KINGDOM IS ALSO DEPENDENT UPON  HIS WORKS, AND SUFFERINGS, AND SERVICE NOW!

We will prove this now. Take it, or leave it! We take it!

"It is a faithful saying: "For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him" (II Tim. 2:11).

"IF WE SUFFER, WE SHALL ALSO REIGN WITH HIM: if we deny him, he also

will deny us." (II Tim. 2:12) Reigning is conditioned upon our suffering now.  Let us see if we can bear that out.

In the nineteenth chapter of Luke the people thought that Jesus was going to establish His kingdom right then and there.

"And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

"He said, therefore, A certain nobleman (Jesus) went into a far country (Heaven) to receive for himself a kingdom and to return'' (Luke 19:11‑12), and so on through verse twenty‑seven. Some say that the kingdom of God is here today. Show it to me, please! Where is CHRIST RULING IN PERFECT PEACE IN THIS WORLD?

The kingdom has two aspects ‑‑ the internal aspect and the external aspect. The internal aspect is "righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." It is the kingdom in the heart of the believer ‑‑ the internal aspect.

The external aspect is not until Jesus comes;  He will set it up. That is what He is talking about in the nineteenth chapter of Luke. He has come to receive the kingdom and to return with it. It is plain ‑‑ "to receive the kingdom" (it is not here now) and to return with it." The kingdom of God is one where God is Sovereign over all. Anyone who says that we are in the kingdom now must be as "blind as a bat." You will only have to read the newspapers to find this is true. The Devil is the god of this age. He is having his way now, but not for long! Praise God! God's will shall be done "on earth" as in heaven when He returns.

Here in the nineteenth chapter of Luke we read the nobleman “called his ten servants (The Church) and said unto them, Occupy (or lit., carry on my business) till I come" (vs. 12).

The Lord doesn't say, "Sit down and fold your hands, and wait for Jesus!"

He says, "AND IT CAME TO PASS THAT WHEN HE WAS RETURNED, HAVING RECEIVED THE KINGDOM,  THEN HE COMMANDED  THESE SERVANTS TO BE CALLED UNTO HIM, TO WHOM BE HAD GIVEN HIS MONEY, TO KNOW HOW MUCH EVERY MAN HAD GAINED BY TRADING." He says, "Christian, get to work, and do my work until I come." "Let me find you about My business when I come." This is a picture of the Return. The first thing the Master is going to do when He returns is to find out how much we have gained for Him. He expects some gain out of our Christian life. Not gain in the bank, or what we have gained in worldly prosperity, but how much have we gained for Him, and for the kingdom,  putting our talents to work. 
The first came and said, "Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds" (VS. 16). And, his reward was, "WELL, THOU GOOD SERVANT BECAUSE THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL  (not simply saved by grace ‑‑ in a very little), HAVE THOU AUTHOTITY OVER TEN CITIES." This will be literally fulfilled in the Kingdom. The time is coming when this city will be a Christian city headed by a Christian mayor.  There will be no unbelievers ruling the world. He will reward His people in the Kingdom. ONLY IN THE KINGDOM WE WILL RULE AND OUR REWARD IS DIRECTLY DEPENDENT UPON TRADING WITH OUR TALENTS THE MASTER HAS GIVEN US. If we don't do it, we won't reign.  Some will reign over five cities, and some over ten. SOME OVER ONE AND SOME NOT AT ALL!

Another came saying, "I feared thee, because thou art an austere man:" (vas 21). Yes, He is an austere man in that He demands something on his investment. He expects something from the lives of those He saves in loving service.

"Out of thine own mouth will I Judge thee, THOU WICKED SERVANT" (vs. 22)  A "WICKED SERVANT" is not a sinful servant, but ONE WHO GAINS NOTHING FOR HIS LORD. This is a solemn thing! He was a servant ‑‑ BUT A WICKED ONE. The Christian's judgment is entirely separate from that of the unbeliever. It means exactly what it says. I would be afraid to change these words. I hope it will never be said of me that I lulled people to sleep, and say that humbly. I don't want any one to say of me, "You let me go to sleep when you should have been firing me up." Sin is like a man freeing to death in the North‑land. Numbness spreads and he scarce knows it until overpowering sleepiness falls upon him and he drops asleep in the snow. If we don’t watch out, we will drop in our tracks. The world is all about us like a poisonous serpent to take us down. I mean that! Sin is as a wild beast crouching at our door. That is the picture of me and of every child of God in the world today. Sin is like a beast of prey to tear us down. Many a man has been wrecked who STARTED WELL.

David, after going along with God, wrote the twenty‑third Psalm, and in a moment of folly wrecked his entire life, and went limping down to the grave. What about Solomon? He failed too. Yes, he did! These things are written for our learning, brother! "Let him, that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." (I Cor. 10:12) These words mean what they say, and say what they mean!

Now, there is such a thing as a Christian being "COUNTED WORTHY" before the Lord and this is certainly NOT  GRACE, for grace is not of WORKS and worthiness is based on suffering and works.  Paul in writing to the Thessalonian Church com​forts them in persecution:

"Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, THAT YE MAY BE COUNTED WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, for which ye also suffer." (II Thess. 1:5 He wrote these words to encourage them in the midst of the fire. THAT CHRIST WOULD EXALT THEM IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR SUFFERINGS NOW FOR HIS NAME!

"We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith growing exceedingly, and the love of everyone of you all toward each other aboundeth." (II Thess. 1:3)

"Faith growing exceedingly" (I would like to have some of that). Then note verse 5. "YE MAY BE COUNTED WORTHY"‑‑ What?  Worthy? Did you ever hear a preacher preach or say very much about WORTHINESS? Have you ever heard a sermon on the word, WORTHY? Just let a person talk about worthiness and you are branded a "heretic". But it's IN THE BOOK! The fact remains ‑‑ it is still in the Book. Your place in the Kingdom is not dependent upon grace, but WORTHINESS ‑‑ grace is not worthiness. Grace and works can't be mixed any more than oil with water. You can't get the two together. Our place in the Kingdom of God is dependent upon worthiness, and suffering.  Is it there? It's in the Book, isn't it?

Paul says: "Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing" (Col. 1:10), which means ‑‑ "Pleasing Him in all things." If you aren't obeying, you can't please Him. That is as plain as day!

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my father in his throne."(Rev. 3:21)  Jesus' place was dependent upon His overcoming ‑‑ the world, the flesh and the Devil, and suffering and service and death, and He shows the same truth about us when He says: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne. "

We talk about sitting with Jesus on His throne. Not everyone will sit with Him. IT IS ONLY THE OVERCOMER WHO WILL SIT WITH HIM!   Do you know any Christians who, instead of overcoming, are being overcome by the world, the flesh, and the Devil? The woods are full of them, brother! They will get in Heaven's gate, but are not overcomers! If you will read the Revelation, you will see the identification of the overcomer ‑‑ "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, (Blood means, the Cross) and by the word of their testimony: (Their witness) and they loved not their lives unto the death" (fully surrendered lives) (Rev. 12:11).

Three things: (1) By the blood of the Lamb, (2) By the word of their testimony, and (3) willing to die for Jesus. Are‑ we overcomers? Our place sitting with Him is directly dependent upon our overcoming! If you say that every Christian is an overcomer, then Jesus is using this word superfluously. He is warning Christians that they might not overcome. There are seven glorious promises to the overcomer in Revelation, and elsewhere in the Word of God, but they are only for those who "CONTINUALLY CONQUER,” which is the true meaning of the word. The word is in the Book. "Overcome!" Many Christians are held down by the world, the flesh, and the Devil. The word, "WORTHY" is still in the Christian's vocabulary.

III. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A RACE AND A STRUGGLE.

It is a profound thought to me that Paul was afraid that he would miss something. You can do the same thing as Paul, or do as you please. Let us turn to Philippians 3:7):​ 

"But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ" (Counted a "few" things loss? is that what it says?) No! "ALL THINGS are loss."

Paul goes on to say further: "Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ." (3:8)

Paul says, "I have suffered! I have suffered!" (Read II Cor.11:23‑29); (II Cor. 4:8‑12, and Gal. 6:17). Have you suffered anything? Are you suffering?  We ought to rejoice when we suffer! Suffering is a gift! Hallelujah! "For unto you it is (GIVEN) in the behalf of Christ, not only to BELIEVE on Him, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE" (Phil. 1:29)

"Yet if any man SUFFER as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf." (I Pet. 4:16)

Then Paul goes on to say: "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death" (Phil. 3:10).  After twenty‑five years of walking with Him, Paul asks to know Him. "Paul, what do you mean, you don't know Him?" That person who does not make a constant, and daily, and sincere endeavor to know Jesus Christ better has no right to call himself a child of God. When we get into the presence of the King, there will be some of us who will not get any crown, because we haven't suffered any for Him. We don't get a crown unless we suffer!

Paul said, "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 6:17). What do you mean Paul? He suffered! Then he says, "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrections and the fellowship of his sufferings ‑‑" (Phil. 3:10). Had he not suffered? Didn't Paul know Christ? Christ is still suffering, for He is the "same yesterday, and today, and for ever" (Heb. 13:8). And, brother, as long as there is a lost sinner, He is suffering. He wants them saved as He did while on earth, but He can only reach them through you and me, and THIS MEANS SUFFERING. "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;" (Phil. 3:10).

"If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection (the "out" resurrection) of the dead" (Phil. 3:11).

Paul says after twenty‑five years, that he wants to completely know Him in the fellowship of His sufferings, that he might attain. That is, he wasn't sure of attaining. Now, compare this with Luke 20:35: ‑‑"accounted worthy to obtain the resurrection from the dead" ‑‑. Study it for yourself. You may search the pages in this Book.

Paul says, "Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect, but I run swiftly'' ‑‑ lay hold of that. Paul is talking about something else rather than salvation. Paul is not talking about salvation. He has that! Has had it for twenty‑five years! He says, "Christ on the Cross bought something for me I don't want to lose." But he doesn't want to lose anything when he stands in Jesus' presence. Some Christians think they have "laid hold", but brother, not Paul, and I haven't yet. Some people sit around, read their Bible, and pray, when there should be action, movement, work, and suffering!

Paul says: "‑‑ but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before " (There is something before for the child of God).

"Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, (as be full‑grown) be thus minded" (Phil. 3:15). Paul was always on the run. This is a true picture of an athlete, and of an athletic contest. The athlete must run a good race, fight a good fight, if he expects to go down the line and break that tape. Paul wanted the prize and wanted to be sure of breaking the tape and getting his reward -‑not salvation, but his reward in the Kingdom ‑‑ his crown, his FULL REWARD. This is a solemn thing to me. Paul doesn't claim to have it until he knew his battle was over, and he was ready to go to God ‑‑ "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the; righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." (II Tim. 4:8)

Brother, I haven't got mine yet. I can lose it, if I don't "hold fast that which I have." I can lose my crown easy in thirty minutes, and lose all of the fruit of my past eleven years. I "must hold fast, and run swiftly".

"And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible" (I Cor. 9:25). Again, we have the picture of the race course. Those on the baseball‑field have rules, no smoking, no late hours, can't eat sweets. There is a battle to be fought and they must keep their bodies in good shape to fight the battle. The same thing is true of the Christian. He should be temperate in all things, that we might win our crown.

Paul is fighting a battle. He says, "So fight I." He is not a shadow boxer. He has a real enemy ‑​the Devil, the world, and the flesh. "I keep under my body" (I Cor. 9:27). He is not talking about salvation, but he is running a race. When we run a race, we have to keep the rules.

Now, let us look at what Paul has to say to Timothy in II Tim. 2:​3 & 4.

"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good SOLDIER of. Jesus Christ " (vs. 3). The Christian is a SOLDIER, and should expect a hard life here.

"No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier" (Vs. 4).

"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a WORKMAN that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (vs. 15). The Christian is a WORKER and ought to be a SKILLFUL one in leading souls to the Lord!

"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a VESSEL unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work" (vs. 21). The Christian is a vessel and should be clean. Isn't that wonderful? In verse three, we have a picture of a SOLDIER; in verse four, an ATHLETE; verse fifteen, a WORKMAN, and in verse twenty‑one. A VESSEL. That is a wonderful study. "And if any man also STRIVE FOR MASTERIES, Lit. strive in the athletic contest) yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully" (II Tim. 2:5). The Christian is an ATHLETE, and should train and keep the rules as found in the Word of God. 

In the basketball game all is going fine until suddenly the umpire pulls out one of the players. What's the matter? He has broken one of the rules. There are some rules for this race, brother, in the New Testament. If we fail to obey and break the rules, we will miss our crown. What Paul is trying to point out is that no man gets the crown unless he keeps the rules. There will be no one in the Kingdom of God unless he keeps the rules. This is a solemn thing. If we are careless and indifferent, and have wrong motives and sin, we will lose our crown.

Paul said, "I beat my body black and blue, and lead it around in slavery lest I, having preached to others myself should be a castaway." (I Cor. 9:27). The picture here is of the athlete who has the umpire call him out, disqualified, at the end of the race, and he misses his REWARD! Brother, it is solemn business to be a Christian in a lost world. 

"Wherefore ‑‑ let us lay aside every weight, every hindrance and let us run (run) WITH ENDURANCE THE RACE SET BEFORE US" (Heb. 12:1‑2, Lit).

We must keep our eyes upon the goal (Jesus), and the result will be to sit on the right hand of God. Paul's last words to Timothy were:

"I charge thee; therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom:

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; (we quit when the revival stops) reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (II Tim. 4:1‑2).

"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions" (II Tim. 4:5). "Endure afflictions! Endure them!

Then Paul says, "I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.” Paul tells us in this sixth verse of II Timothy four, that he is approaching his sunset and the time when he must meet Jesus and give an account to Him. Most of us are going to have remorse when we meet our sunset. Here is a man who looks ahead to glory, reward, blessing, and souls carried in to meet Jesus, and looks back over a life lived earnestly, gloriously, obediently, faithfully, and laboriously for Christ! WITHOUT A SINGLE REGRET! Why? Because he gave to Jesus his heart, mind, body and soul. He was a fully surrendered man, ready to go out in the sunset of life, unashamed, for he had done his best. "She hath done what she could,” means "she hath done her best." Paul had done this. Have we done our best? Have you? Have I? "The time of my departure is at hand." Friends, mine is ahead. Yours is ahead. Can we face our meeting with Him as happily? Have we been as faithful as Paul was?

Paul says, "I have fought good fight, I have finished my course; I have kept the faith" (II Tim. 4:7).  This is not a boast, but is the joy of a man who had the confidence THAT HE HAD DONE HIS BEST. Christian, there is always a fight! There was no one to do the job that God had for Paul to do ‑‑ not even Moody! And, no one can do yours! "To every man His work." You have a work that no one else can do.

"I have kept the faith (II Tim. 4:7). This is not a boast! Now, because of all this "there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness."  A CROWN which the Lord shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. I have heard people say, "Paul got his crown, and I will get mine, too." But, the Scripture tells us it is for only those who really love the Lord's appearing and for those who really have faithfully served Him.

"NOW HOW CAN I BE SURE OF GETTING A CROWN?" you ask. The answer is found in Col. 3:17-

"Whatever you are constantly doing in WORD or in WORK ‑ EVERYTHING in the Name of the Lord Jesus (Lit.) God expects us to BE DOING and, SPEAKING for the glory of Jesus! Have our words in the past twenty‑four hours ALL been intending to glorify Him? And has ALL we've done during the past twenty‑four hours been IN HIS NAME? And for HIS GLORY?  How about ALL last week? We said many things, spoke many words; did wrong deeds ‑‑ HOW MANY GLORIFIED HIM? How much did everything else ‑‑ but GLORIFY HIM? ‑God says DO ALL ‑‑ speak ALL definitely to His glory!

Then look at Col. 3:23: It reads: "And whatsoever ye DO, DO  HEARTILY AS TO THE LORD, and not unto men, KNOWING THAT OF THE LORD ye shall RECEIVE the reward of the inheritance ‑‑ FOR YE SERVE THE LORD CHRIST! Let us analyze this life‑changing if believed and lived, passage:

(1) Christ expects every Christian to be CONSTANTLY DOING something! "Whatsoever ye be continually doing" (Lit).

(2) Christ expects us to be doing it AS TO THE LORD! And adds not unto men. The pastor says he serves the Church! Oh, no! ''Ye serve the MASTER, MESSIAH (vs. 24). To serve men or organizations is to serve in vain and labor for that which brings no reward at the Judgment Seat. We wouldn't be so careless if we realized we are doing the most humble task in Christian service FOR THE MASTER HIMSELF.

Have you heard the searching story of the woman who was getting up some of her old clothes to send to a missionary friend in a far‑away land laboring for Christ? When she looked at some of her dresses, she passed over the newest and best and began to look at her old ones. She picked up one that was old but had some wear yet in it and as she looked it over she saw some fine buttons on the front that had first attracted her eyes and caused her to buy it. She said:

"Mary will not need fine clothes where she is so I'll cut off those buttons and keep them for a new dress. She then bundled up the old dress and retired, expecting to send it off the next morning. That night she dreamed that she came to the believers' Judgment Seat before Christ. As she came before Him she was amazed to see Him wearing the old dress she had sent to her missionary friend, minus the buttons.

She was so amazed, she stammered out, “Lord, where did you get that dress?"

He said, "You gave it to me."

She said, "Oh, no!  No, Lord, you are mistaken. I gave it to Mary, my poor missionary friend."

But the Master said: "Haven't you ever read that inasmuch as YE DID IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN , ye DID IT UNTO ME?"

Oh let us not SERVE MEN BUT THE MASTER, CHRIST, and we shall be spared this humiliation in His Presence!

(3) God expects us to DO WHAT WE’RE  DOING HEARTILY! Heartily means with THE WHOLE HEART! A half‑hearted person never makes good in the business world -‑nor in the CHRISTIAN LIFE! Literally it says: "We're to do OUT OF THE SOUL which means we're to put our very soul into all we continually DO FOR HIM! IS HE NOT WORTHY OF SUCH DOING?

(4) God says we're to do it EXPECTING TO BE REWARDED! People say we're not to expect rewards, but Paul says we're to labor with this incentive ever before us of a future REWARD! We're to be working ‑‑ "KNOWING" we shall receive the REWARD! Paul looked for a crown (II Tim. 4:8) ‑‑ "rejoiced that the souls he had won to Christ would be his crown of rejoicing" (I Thess. 2:19). John says, "Look to yourselves" ‑‑ that we may receive a full reward (II John 8).

(5) God says we're to expect the REWARD from JESUS PERSONALLY "knowing that FROM THE LORD we shall RECEIVE THE REWARD! He allows no archangel to reward His servants! His own blessed Hands stretch out the reward!

When German troops defeated Poland, Chancellor Hitler himself rewarded his soldiers for their efforts, sacrifice and suffering. I saw pictures of soldiers  with bandaged faces and arms smiling in their own suffering for their own Chancellor. The head of the nation was awarding them personally and his own hands pinned the decorations upon their chests! Not a servant, nor a corporal, nor captain, nor highest general, but the highest of the highest!

What a weak illustration of the blessed nail‑scarred hands of the Master rewarding His servants on that Day! The greatest incentive for laborious service is not only anticipation of REWARD  but FROM THE HANDS OF THE MASTER HIMSELF! Not an angel, cherubim, seraphim, nor archangel, BUT THE BLESSED HEAD OF THE CHURCH!

And finally:

GOD WANTS US TO KNOW THAT WE SHALL BE REWARDED FOR THAT WHICH WE DO NOW ONLY

"From the Lord ye shall receive the REWARD of the inheritance!” There are two important words here:

(1) First, translated ‑‑ "receive,” is literally "to receive back, get back." You "get back" only what you "put in."

(2) Second, is "antapodosin" ‑‑ a triple‑compound word meaning, "to give back" in return, which means, "He will give back in return for that which we do for Him now! If we labor, an exact reward! No labor ‑‑ no reward! The workman gets paid for the work he does. He gets no pay for the work he does not do! This is fair in the business world, and fair in the spiritual!

So, WE NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT TO ENABLE US TO LABOR FOR OUR MASTER AND TO DO THE YORK HE HAS CALLED US TO DO!

May we not be found "AN ASHAMED WORKMAN,

BUT

"GIVE DILIGENCE" (Lit. make haste)

to present OURSELVES TO GOD AN UNASHAMED WORKMAN! WITH WORK WE NEED NOT BE ASHAMED TO MEET OUR MASTER  WITH!"
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