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Ephesians 2: 4-10

THE MARVEL OF THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

Today we will take up the Holy Spirit in His  individual personality. I want to call your attention to the fact that WORKS are spoken of much in the Word of God. There are three things that we are finding today:

1. We are exalting GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY, and forgetting to remember the CHRISTIAN'S  RESPONSIBILITY.

2. We are preaching GRACE, and forgetting that there is such a thing as WORTHINESS on the part of the Christian.

"That ye walk WORTHY of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory." (I Thess 2:12)

"And they shall walk with me in white: far they are WORTHY." (Rev. 3:4) Only the WORTHY shall walk with Him in white! That the UNWORTHY shall NOT is evidently implied!

3. We are preaching and exhorting on FAITH and forgetting the WORKS part. These are three common errors that we are guilty of today. We take the one side and leave the other. We are taking the “grace" side and leaving out man's responsibility. Paul said: "For I have not shunned to declare unto you ALL THE COUNSEL of God " (Acts 20:27 ), or "THE WHOLE COUNSEL." (R.V.)

The FIRST THING I WANT TO SAY IS THAT GOD EXPECTS WORKS CF EVERYONE OF US; "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus UNTO GOOD WORKS, which God hath  before ordained that we should walk in them." (Eph. 2:10) "We are his workmanship" ‑‑ "for good works" ‑‑ "for good works!"  We are created then to work. I have heard men who bend backwards on grace truth say that we are not created to work. We are God's workmanship. The first part of Ephesians two tells us what we were back when we were dead in sins and walking according to the world obeying the spirit of the Devil, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the children of wrath. That is the picture of an unsaved soul. "Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." (Eph. 2:2) 

Now God gives us a photograph of our new standing in grace! And it is glorious! "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved). And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

"That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." (Eph. 2:4-9)

But most of us stop there. Let us go on and see why we are saved! He goes on to say, "We are his workmanship created to work." There were works which were ordained that we should walk in them. That means before I was saved God laid out a path of good works for me to walk in. Planned work for me to do for Him!  It is now my chief concern to walk in that path every day!   To learn His plan and do it! Let us see what Paul writes to the Philippians about works:

"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING."

"For it is GOD which WORKETH IN YOU both to will and TO DO of his Good pleasure."(Phil. 2:12‑13) "WORK OUT."  With what? "Fear and trembling!” I am afraid not to work. Paul was afraid not to work. Face the Scriptures, folks! You can't work it in, but you can work it out, and brother, you had better do it!  "Work out your salvation." Salvation is not something for you to simply enjoy. Work it out! How are we to do it? "In fear and trembling," or with concern that we do work it out. Paul was afraid not to! I am afraid not to! You should be afraid not to! Why? Because, "It is God which worketh in you." You're dealing with God not man. Work out the work that God works in you. Brother, if we are not doing that, God have mercy on us! "‑‑ to do of his good pleasure!"

God has a job to do through me, and if I don't allow Him to do it, I hinder the Almighty! Israel limited God! Paul says:

"For it is God which worketh in you." You're dealing with the ALMIGHTY GOD and not merely a human being!" (Phil. 2:13) Now, listen, further to what Paul says: "Those things which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, Do: and the God of peace shall be with you" (Phil. 4:9). Are we to just sit down and enjoy these things? Oh, no! DO! DO! We ought to be doing something! ALL at it and ALWAYS at it!

1. He says here : Every Christian is a WORKMAN! "And the God of peace shall be with you." (Phil. 4:9) If we don't do something, the God of peace will not be with us. Again, in II Tim. 2:15 Paul urges Timothy to "HASTE" and "ZEAL" in works! The word translated study literally means” to make HASTE". Be zealous! Does not mean study at all! Many people will "study" who will not "work". Paul's emphasis here is on WORKS! Now let us see what James says about works.

2.      Every Christian must PRESENT HIMSELF, to God as a workman. "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your ownselves." (James 1:22)  Paul talks about works as much as James!

3. Every Christian must PRESENT HIMSELF, which means give an account of HIS OWN WORKS or the lack of them! Notice verse 21 in this first chapter of James: "Receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save your souls." By GRACE AND FAITH receive the word. This is GRACE, but in the next verse James says, "But be ye doers." So, a man who HEARS and DOESN'T DO IS exactly deceiving himself. Is that what James says? Yes! Now, notice verses 23 to 25: "For if any be a hearer of the words and NOT a DOER, he is like unto a man beholding himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

4. Every Christian will be an “APPROVED,” or "DISAPPROVED" workman! The word means, "Approved after testing." The Judgment Seat of Christ will test our works as to their quality!” AN APPROVED WORKMAN" is one whose works are accepted there!" A REJECTED WORKMAN" is one whose works are rejected there! This is what Paul feared to his dying day. "Lest I myself, should be rejected" (I Cor. 9:27 R.V.)

"But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a FORGETFUL HEARER, but a DOER OF THE WORK, this man shall be blessed in his deed. " Or, literally "DOING." Now, what does this mean? It means coming to the Bible, reading it, and doing nothing about it!  It is like the fellow who beholds his image in a mirror and goes away and forgets all about it. Isn't that something? When we go to the Word of God, we see our true likeness. As I look into the mirror of His Word, my face is mirrored dirty and I should do something about it.  The Word should convict us, and we should get rid of our sin, and then go out and witness in power!  We look into the Word and see the thing that God condemns, and don't do anything about it. We are not "DOERS" but only "HEARERS," and are "DECEIVING OUR OWNSELVES." In God's Word we find the perfect law of liberty."  "But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer; "continues" in it means "OBEYING.” The woods are full of forgetful hearers. "Blessed in his doing" (Lit.'),, Many men SEEM RELIGIOUS, and keep on hearing, but never do!

5. The Christian whose works are "rejected" will be "ASHAMED!” A workman who does his work and does it well has no "need to be ashamed!  A workman who does not do his work and do it well "will be ashamed."

6. "HASTE" and "ZEAL" in working are necessary if we are to be "UNASHAMED" there!

Many people can quote Scripture by chapters, but have no power, no fruit, and no works! Quoting Scripture means nothing at all if it is only  in the head and not in the heart!

"….  And I will give ACCORDING TO YOUR WORKS." (Rev. 2:23)  Does He say, "According to your faith?" No! According to your works! That is solemn business, folks! Solemn business! These are the words of the Master and Judge! It is Christ's Judgment Seat!

"Behold, I come as a thief, (a thief steals in the window, doesn't knock at the door). Blessed is he that WATCHETH, and KEEPETH his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." (Rev. 16:15)

Jesus could never speak to unsaved men and tell them to watch.  So, this is to Christians, then certain Christians will have no garments, and will be naked before God. He is talking here to Christians. This thing struck me! There is a possibility of a Christian standing NAKED before the Lord and be ashamed when he stands in the presence of the Lord. What is meant by garments? Garments mean Christian's works as seen before all!

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready." (Rev. 19:7)  Here we have the marriage of the Lamb. The Wife, of course, is the true Church, those who are born‑again, children of God!

"And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."(Rev. 19:8) "Arrayed in fine linen.” Righteousness,” is literally righteousnesses, plural R.V.or better, "Righteous acts" (Lit.) "(Greek word) dikioma from dikioo (Greek verb) which means "to act right." So the noun here means the "result of acting right, "which is a righteous act and being in the plural it is "the righteous acts of the saints! But the saints who do not do "righteous acts or deeds will have no fine linen to be  presented  in and will walk naked and they, (God, angels, and redeemed) shall see their shame.  When we act right in the sight of God, the result will be  righteous deeds and will be the dress we stand in to meet the Lord. If we don't do them, we will be naked before the Lord.

This is a solemn statement, my friends; "Blessed is he that watcheth." God is not speaking of IMPUTED righteousness, (that is of Jesus), because it is the righteous acts of the saints she is to be dressed in when she stands in the presence of the Saviour. Did you ever see a Bride who did not prepare beautiful garments to wear when she is presented to the Bridegroom? Not long ago while I was in a meeting I noticed that every night as I came in late a light was burning in the home next door, Many times that light was on when I retired. Someone was sitting up late. It was a young woman preparing her wedding garments which she was to meet her bridegroom in. We are weaving a robe now with our "acts of righteousness." We should be preparing our garments, getting ready for the Marriage, getting ready to meet the Bridegroom.  Brother, you'd better get your clothes ready; you don't get them when you are saved. You get imputed righteousness. The righteous acts of the saints, (not of Jesus), is to be the dress in which you will meet the King. (Read your Revised Version! Always consult it in your Bible Study. It gives good helps in Greek and Hebrew that you can't get otherwise. Most outstanding scholars and Bible Schools use the Revised Version).

LET US CONSIDER WHAT OUR LORD SAYS ABOUT WORKS! "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 7:21)  This is still dealing with WORKS! Some people throw the Sermon  on the Mount away. But Jesus sums up His teaching of the Sermon on the Mount by saying, "Not everyone that SAITH but he that DOETH, what? NOT EVERYONE THAT SAYS, BUT THOSE WHO DO! They enter in! Then He goes on to give the truth about that matter:

"Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock." (Matt. 7:24) It is not the wise man that just "HEARS," but the foolish man that just HEARS AND DOES NOTHING. Jesus said that the wise man was he who not only hears but does something about it. Brother, I would rather have my right arm taken off than to throw the Sermon on the Mount away. It gives us a blessing! The Master means what He says. Jesus says, "The law and the Prophets were until John. Since then the Gospel is preached unto you"!

John then is the transition between Old Testament and New Testament, between Law and Grace. The New Covenant begins with Matthew, not with Acts, not the Epistles, but with Matthew. The Old Testament ended with John, and the New began with Jesus. This one takes its place. You go ahead and throw it away, but NOT I! I don't want to be guilty of taking away or adding to this Book. My friends, don't tamper with the Word of God. Moody is reported to have said, "Men can play with lightning, and get away with it, but he would be foolish to do the same with the Word." I cannot, and will not! It is dangerous to tell men they can ignore the  Sermon on the Mount in the light of Jesus' solemn warnings to those who do it at the close of the sermon!   In Matthew twenty‑five again we have a judgment when Jesus returns and the nations are gathered before Him. Some goats will be there, and some sheep. Now, there is but one thing that differentiates between the goats and the sheep. What is the difference? Some worked and some didn't. That is as plain as day!

To the sheep He says, "I was hungry you gave me food. I was thirsty you gave me drink. I was naked and you clothed me. I was sick and you visited me. I was in prison and you came unto me."

The goats did nothing! Thus, proving themselves to be "GOATS" indeed! The SHEEP were not SHEEP by doing, but had to do because they were SHEEP.  Working did not make the sheep, sheep! They were sheep by nature and worked because they were SHEEP! ARE YOU SHEEP OR GOAT? WORKER OR IDLER?

Failure to work did not make the goats, goats. It simply showed what they really were by nature: real salvation will work! We will be doing. The real evidence of faith is a heart reaching out to help a lost world in its need. LET US SEE AGAIN WHAT THE MASTER SAYS OF WORKS!

"For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants and delivered unto them his goods" (the country is Heaven, (the man is Jesus, and traded means work), ‑‑ clear as day!

"And unto one He gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took His journey."

"Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

"And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two!

"But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his Lord’s money.

"After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

"And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

“His lord said unto him, Well done thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

"He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold I have gained two other talents beside them.

"His  Lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord.

"Then he which received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strewed,

"And I was afraid and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 
_

"His Lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strewed:

"Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

"Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

"For to everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance, but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

"And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. 25:14-30)

This is a parable teaching the solemn truth of the responsibility of every Christian to be at his Master's business.

The “Man” traveling is JESUS. The "far country" is Heaven. The "servants” are His people.  The talents are the privileges and qualifications for doing His work. "Every man" is given such. Every man has "ability" given him to accomplish much for his Master!

Christ is on His journey into Heaven now, during this Church Age! In this interval each Christian is to be busy "TRADING" (vs. 16) for the Master! The word translated "TRADED" is ergadzomac and means,” to work."

The purpose of His constant work is to "GAIN" something additional to what He had given to him to meet his returning Master with! The Master will return after a long time.  It has already been nearly 2000 years, but "HE COMETH." He is coming to "reckon" with his servants! The expression literally means "to settle up accounts." So He keeps BOOKS on us! Are you in the red?  The servants who had "worked" and "gained" something more than they had will meet Him in joy and will be commended by Him. The servant who did not work at His Master's job and gained nothing additional to what he had, meets Him "AFRAID," (vs.25), and hears his Master call him, "wicked" and "slothful:", or lazy! It is an evil thing to do nothing for Him who has done everything f or us!

The time of reckoning came for these servants. It is coming for you and me. Did the fellow with five talents come with shame?  No! He had something to meet his Lord with. Brother, listen, I know a preacher who said on his deathbed, "I have won 2000 soul to the Lord, and it is the greatest joy I have now." You say that is all right for a preacher, but that is not for me. There ought to be fruit for each of us to take in, folks. This man had something to bring. He knew that he would meet his Lord in joy! He had worked! And gained!

The man with two talents gained other two. The one with one failed. What is the matter with this fellow? The Lord said, "Thou wicked and slothful servant."  But perhaps you are saying that the first two men were saved, but the last one was unsaved. How can you say that? Jesus calls him, "His own servant." Did Jesus ever call an unsaved man "His own servant?" He delivered unto His servants ‑‑ His own goods." The word means literally, "one’s belongings, possessions, personal property." Did the Master ever give to an unsaved man His "own belongings?" Do you say that the man with the one talent is lost? Not necessarily. It would be dark indeed to meet the Saviour with no fruit! There is a solemn truth set forth here about being unfaithful to the Lord. He knew to do his Master's will, but did it not! Talking about an unsaved man? I think not. I am telling you, brother, we are not willing to read this Book and take it as it is!

John says: "And now, little children, abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming." (I John 2:28) "Not ashamed at His coming," but "shamed from Him at His coming," literally. Even beloved John says those who do not abide in Him even they are truly "children," will be shamed from Him at His coming!

This man had been unfaithful, and was ashamed to meet His Lord. This man said Jesus was a "hard man." Is God a hard man? Sure He is! He is right! God is a hard man and He is going to punish unfaithfulness. He is not a hard man to those who obey Him, only to those who do not obey him.

 Let me illustrate: The employer of a firm calls a man on the carpet.  Doesn’t call in the other fellows, because  they are doing the job they are supposed to do. This employer "seems" to be a hard man to the one who is not obeying him, but not to those who are. Remember, Moses was shut out of the Promised Land for one disobedient act. Moses prayed, asking  the Lord to let him go in, but the Lord said, "Shut up, Moses!" Look out for this Book. It is solemn business, brother! Here's the Guide‑Book to Heaven. Christians ought to work!

THEN IN THE SECOND PLACE, WE ARE GOING TO NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT TO DO THE  JOB GOD WANTS US TO DO.

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Gen. 1:1) 

"And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep (and what?) and the Spirit of God moved (brooded) upon the face of the earth. Here we have God in the first verse, and the Holy Spirit in the second verse. They are two personalities, God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit. After the terrible Judgment between verses one and two chaos came in. God, the Father, did not recreate the earth, but it was God, the Holy Spirit. He is the Agent back in Creation to restore the order of the universe to the original creation when it was destroyed.

"By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens; His hand hath formed, the crooked serpent." (Job 26:13) "garnished the heavens" (makes beautiful). It is the Holy Spirit that is changing the trees, bringing new life, and carrying on the creation. The Holy Spirit is doing it. It is His job. The SPIRIT CREATES LIFE in the beginning.

"The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” (Job 33:4)  The Holy Spirit made me. We don't realize the power of the Holy Spirit back in creation. It was His job to create. He created man also. He brought order out of destruction. That is what the Holy Spirit does in the heart of the sinner. He recreates. He does not bring order out of old creation, but makes a new creation in the heart. (II Cor. 5:17) He brings beauty and order where there was only darkness. He broods oven the sinner's heart like He did the water back In Genesis. The Holy Spirit is the One who saves the sinner out of Hell, and brings life to him. It takes removal, and recreation to save a sinner, and the Holy Spirit does this.

"And the lord said, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man for that he also is flesh." (Gen. 6:3) What does that mean? It means that the Holy Spirit will not always "brood" over the human heart in order to bring salvation. That is a solemn statement, brother, but true! Keep that in mind! In dealing with the unsaved, God pled through Noah for one hundred and twenty years, then gave up that generation to destruction!

"And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is,

A MAN IN WHOM THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS?” (Gen. 41:38)

This is the first place in the Bible where we read of the Holy Spirit coming down into a human life and body to dwell. Here is Joseph away from home in the land of Egypt, walking with the Living God, and God exalted him to be the Prime Minister over the Land of Egypt, and when the famine came, the people turned to this man who had proven that God was with him. They say, "Can we find such an one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit  of God is?" (Gen. 41:39)  No wonder he is considered as the one flawless man in the Bible! I am not saying that Joseph was sinless. Solomon said, "There is no man that sinneth not!” Even Daniel confessed his sin before the Lord. Not even the wicked wife  of Potiphar could trap this young boy to sin. His life was kept pure and clean. The Spirit of God was with Joseph.

Now, let us turn to Numbers 11:17: God said to Moses, "And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I WILL TAKE OF THE SPIRIT WHICH IS UPON THEE, AND WILL PUT IT UPON THEM and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone."

How is God going to use one man to direct a nation? The answer is: By the Holy Spirit.

"And the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the SPIRIT that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the SPIRIT RESTED UPON THEM, THEY PROPHESIED,  and did not cease." (Num. 11:25)  Brother, when we are Spirit‑filled we will prophesy and will not stop so doing!

Does it say when the Spirit rested upon them, they kept their mouths shut and sat in their homes? Did they do that? No!  What did they do? They PROPHESIED! This means "to speak forth for God!" They did something  and this record is true in both the Old and the New Testaments. Friends, don't say that we are filled with the Spirit if we can "keep our mouths shut and not witness for Him." We don't see very much of the Spirit today.

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN, A MAN IN WHOM IS THE SPIRIT, and lay thine hand upon him." (Num. 27:18) Moses says, "What are you going to do about the nation when I am taken home?" And God answers, "Let Joshua take your place." He is a man in whom is the Spirit and is therefore qualified to do this great work! No man is fit to lead the people of God until he is filled with the Spirit, and the same goes for you and me! Oh! To be men and women "in whom the Spirit is!"

We are to be empowered with the Holy Spirit to do the work God wants us to do for our beloved Lord. Think about this blessed truth, friends!

". . . the SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAME UPON GIDEON" (Lit.) "The Spirit clothed Himself with Gideon!” (Judges 6:34) Gideon was chosen of the Lord to deliver Israel out of the hands of the Midianites. How was he to do it? "The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon." How was it to be done? By the Spirit of the Lord, and by the blowing of the trumpets. Trumpet in the Word of God is a symbol of "testimony." Gideon was told that he was to blow a trumpet. You, my brother, will blow a trumpet when the Spirit of the Lord is upon you. You will be testifying earnestly! Paul uses that same figure in the New Testament.

"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to battle?" (I Cor. 14:8‑9) We are to trumpet out clearly for the Lord. Paul likens our speaking out clearly the gospel message as blowing of the trumpet warning! And to lost men their danger!

We read concerning Samson, "And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol" (Judges 13:25). "The Spirit of the Lord."

"Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and behold a young lion roared against him.

"And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: But he told not his father or his mother what he had done." (Judges 14:5‑6) 

The word, "lion" in the Word of God is symbolic of the "devil." (I Pet. 5:8; Psa. 22:21) In Revelation Christ is the "little lamb" or "lambkin" to overcome all His enemies, tears a lion to pieces. We can't tear the lion of Hell without the Spirit of God. But with Him we can! Praise the Lord!

"And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them." (Judges 14:19) He was waging war against the Philistines, the enemies of God's people, the anointed of God, Israel, and defeated them by the power of the Spirit. The only way we can do anything against the powers of Hell and darkness, is to be filled with the Spirit.

"And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily  upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands." (Judges 15:14) He was a very weak thing, filled with the Spirit and was used to destroy an army. It was not human power Samson had but Divine for as soon as he sinned he lost it, for "the Lord had departed  from him."

After this we find Samson, when "The Lord departed from him," his eyes are put out and he is bound with fetters, grinding in the prison house. Brother, we have an Enemy!  He has souls in his grip! Samson made a mistake. He sinned! And the Lord departed from him, and he knew it not! This is a solemn passage. It keeps me humble, and on my knees; it is terrible not to confess sin, and have God to leave you and you go on in religious motions and "know it not."

Let us see about SAUL AND THE SPIRIT! "And The SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL COME  UPON  THEE, AND THOU SHALT PROPHECY WITH THEM, AND SHALT BE TURNED INTO ANOTHER MAN." (I Sam. 10:6) How did Saul do his remarkable works? The answer is: He was Spirit‑filled!” The Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee . . and thou shalt be

turned into another man.”  
Brother, when the Spirit comes upon you and me, we will be turned into other men than we are naturally. Spirit‑filled men! God possessed men!

"And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.(I Sam. 10:9). What did he do? PROPHESIED!

"And it came to pass, when all that knew him before time saw that, behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is this that has come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" (I Sam. 10:11). What is this? Speaking forth God's message is the evidence of the Spirit-filled life. Brother, when the Spirit comes upon the child of God, people say, "What's happened to Mary? What's happened to Johnny?" The Spirit came upon them. Something supernatural has happened! But, then the tragedy about Saul is that the “Spirit of the Lord departed from him." We read in I Sam. 16:13-14: "Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD CAME UPON DAVID FROM THAT DAY FORWARD .”

"BUT THE SPIRIT OF THIS LORD DEPARTED FROM SAUL, and an evil spirit from THE LORD TROUBLED HIM."

"Departed from Saul!" Yes, brother! Now, we have seen how the Holy Spirit was given through the Old Testament to men to do what they could not otherwise do! The Spirit was given to make the NATURAL ‑‑ SUPERNATURAL; to make the ORDINARY – EXTRAORDINARY!  Our lives will be ORDINARY without the Spirit! But EXTRAORDINARY WITH HIM! The world wants to see the supernatural in us!

Again, God says of Bezaleel, "and I have FILLED HIM WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD, in WISDOM and in UNDERSTANDING, and in KNOWLEDGE, and in all manner of WORKMANSHIP. (Exodus 31:3) Now, my brother, if God had to fill a man with the Spirit to work out the woodwork, and other work in the tabernacle, how much more we need the Spirit to do His work today! Every day in every year, we need the Holy Spirit! We need the Holy Spirit every Sunday before we come before our Sunday School Class, and the Holy Spirit is the only One who can give the wisdom, and the knowledge, and the understanding of that which God wants us to do for Him!  Brother, this is the plain teaching of the Word of God!

When the Spirit departed from Saul, He came upon David! "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” (II Sam. 23:2) These were the last words of David. The last words are not always interesting words, but these are! We are not going to speak for God unless the spirit uses these tongues. This was true of David. Back of those Psalms was the Spirit of God who gave them to David! No wonder when he sinned, he cried out in Psa. 51:11, ". . . take not thy Holy Spirit from me." He knew what it was to be Spirit‑filled. He knew what it would mean if the Spirit was taken from him! Every blessing that I have ever had has come from the blessed Holy Spirit. That is true of you! If you do not know Him, you will not get anything from Him. Many professing Christians do not love this Book, because of grieving the only One who can teach them this Book!

Moody said, "I am determined not to read any book that does not help me to understand this Book! Anything else would be a waste of time!" When most of us come to die there will be two regrets, we will likely have; one is that we have not known His Word better, and the second is that we haven't spent as much time in communion and prayer with Him as we should have, and could have.

What if the Lord came today? I wonder if we wouldn't be wishing that we had studied the Bible more!

Let us see about Ezekiel and the Spirit! "AND THE SPIRIT ENTERED INTO ME WHEN HE SPAKE UNTO ME, AND SET ME UPON MY FEET THAT I HEARD HIM THAT SPAKE UNTO ME."(Ezek. 2:2)Why is it the prophets, the outstanding men that they were? The answer is ‑-‑ The Holy Spirit. If you haven't been with Ezekiel, you want to get with him. The Lord said,” I will send you to Israel."

Ezekiel says, "Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me." (Ezek. 3:17)

Yes, brother, when the Spirit is upon us, we will go in the "heat of our Spirit, fired by the Holy Spirit, to declare the Word of God. Sunday School teachers, when you are filled with the Spirit, you will go in the "heat of the Spirit." It is then you will realize that the lost are going to Hell, and that is when you will be doing something about it. That will happen when the Spirit comes upon you.

(1) THE NEXT THING WE WILL CONSIDER IS THE MAN CHRIST JESUS ‑‑ THE SPIRIT IN JESUS. If He needed the Spirit, HOW MUCH MORE DO WE! We see the Holy Spirit in Christ's birth.

"And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found favor with God." (Luke 1:30)

"And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." (Luke 1:35)

Who was the Father of the Lord Jesus? The Holy Spirit of God! That is why I love Him! I know a Man who never had an evil thought, and whose conscience when He died was as clean and pure as the driven snow. He never spoke the wrong word, He never did the wrong deed toward His follow‑man! Believe in the Virgin Birth? Yes, for the whole foundation of Christianity is dependent upon the Virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!

(2) The SPIRIT MY UPON HIM AT HIS BAPTISM (Matt. 3:16‑17), To set Him apart and testify to His work as the Messiah of Promise.

(3) The SPIRIT LED HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS FOR THE TEMPTATION (Luke 4:1).

(4)He BEGAN HIS MINISTRY IN THE POWER OF TIE HOLY SPIRIT (Luke 4:16‑18).

At Nazareth He opens Isaiah to 61:1 and quotes, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for He has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." And, in verse 21 He said, "Today is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."

(5): HIS MARVELOUS MINISTRY WAS DUE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT INDWELLING AND EMPOWERING HIS LIFE! "And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee." (Luke 4:14) Everywhere He went the Spirit's power was so evident that "there went out a fame of Him through all the region round about." (Luke 4:14) And, in verse 21 He said, "Today is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."

(6) HE OFFERED HIMSELF  ON THE CROSS AS THE SUPREME SACRIFICE "THROUGH THE ETERNAL SPIRIT" Heb.9:14).

His entire earthly life from birth to death was lived out in the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT! No wonder it was so marvelous! Always Spirit‑filled, led and empowered! "God gave not the Spirit by measure unto Him." (John 3:34) Isaiah prophesied, "His name shall be called WONDERFUL! The word means, "extraordinary, a potent"! Indeed this is the most extraordinary life ever lived on earth! And, its power was the constant abiding of the Holy Spirit in the Man Christ Jesus.

But is it for us? Let us look at Acts:

1. STEPHEN ‑‑ The radiant life! (Acts 6‑7) was due to the Spirit's indwelling. He was “full of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 6:3), and everyone knew it and chose him for it! He did "great wonders" through the Spirit! His enemies could not withstand his testimony being a righteous man and hence, "bold as a lion" (vs. 10). And, when they stoned him to death "being filled with the Spirit", he saw the opened heavens and the throne with the Saviour standing to receive His spirit! His angelic face was due to the abiding Spirit! Oh, for this radiant LIFE OF THE SPRIT!

2. PHILIP ‑‑ THE SOUL‑WINNING LIFE (Acts 8:29)."And the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near and join thyself to this chariot.” Here is a man Spirit​ led. One whom the Spirit can lead to a lost soul to win him! Someone has said, "stay sensitive to the Holy Spirit." Philip was! Only the Spirit can convict a sinner, lead a Christian to that convicted sinner and empower the Christian to say the right words to bring him to Jesus and salvation! No one can be a soul‑winner without the Spirit‑filled life. It is said that people would get convicted when Charles G. Finney came near them. He was Spirit‑filled!

A Christian friend whom I knew to be living close to God was ironing one day and in communion with God she felt a strong urge to go and speak to a neighbor woman who was lost. She resisted the urge. Again it came, but stronger. Again she resisted saying, "Lord, I'll go as soon as my ironing, is over!" But the inner voice seemed to say, "No, now is the time; you must go immediately." Afraid to grieve the Spirit she put up her iron and hastened to this neighbor's home, found her under conviction and ripe to receive Jesus. She had the joy of leading her to the Lord and a few days later I baptized her. This woman was a soul‑winner, and stayed sensitive to the Spirit's voice. Philip was Spirit‑led and thereby proved himself to be a true son of God. "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." (Rom. 8:14)

3. PETER ‑‑ THE LIFE OF LOVE TO ALL MEN (Acts 10‑11). What a beautiful picture of God's way of saving souls in this chapter ten. All the agencies involved in the miracle of convicting a soul are found here!

1. Cornelius ‑‑ a sinner ‑‑ lost ‑‑ needing salvation.

2. Peter ‑‑ a real Christian ‑‑ the human agent in touch with God by prayer who the Lord can send with the message of salvation.

3. The Holy Spirit ‑‑ The Divine Agent ‑‑ on earth guiding the Christian, and giving power to his message and convicting the soul of the lost!

4. God in heaven ‑‑ overseeing and directing ‑‑ superintending it all!

But, before God could use Peter he had to be taught that God loves all men and desires their salvation. He learned this and then the Spirit directs him (10:19,20) to go with the messengers and he obeys the Spirit's voice! Oh! God can use one Spirit‑filled man more than one hundred who are not! Note he was a man of prayer (10:9).

And, as Peter obeyed the voice of the Spirit he was led to a glorious service in a home and again the Spirit came upon those who heard as he poured out the good news of salvation! Oh! To be taught to love ALL  men by the Spirit! None common and unclean to God!

4. Paul ‑‑ THE CHRIST POSSESSED LIFE ‑‑ (Acts 9:13‑28). Christ impassioned! Which lives in the heights, in the heavenly atmosphere while performing colossal labors below on this needy earth! A life full of Divine guidance in all its thought and activity! A life lived in the closest relationships to God! This is the only life that will make the world marvel and KNOW we have seen and BEEN with Jesus. This is one of the most marvelous lives over lived! He lived, moved, and had his being in God! Can we conceive of a life more divinely‑led and inspired than Paul's?

The Spirit's indwelling was the secret of those colossal labors that would have killed an ordinary man not linked up with the Divine POWER‑HOUSE. The Spirit guided and directed him on his Great missionary campaigns. (Acts 13:2; 16:6)

The Holy Spirit gave him power to win souls when he despised oratorical display and seemingly had a repulsive appearance, yet people received him "as an angel of God>" (Rom. 15:18‑19; I Cor. 2:1‑4; I Thess. 1:5)

The Spirit revealed to him the "deep things of God (I Cor. 2:9‑11). He could not otherwise have learned. Also giving him victory over all his sufferings for Jesus' sake, keeping and filling him with joy and peace and causing him to "always abound in hope." (Rome 15:13)

AND THIS EXTRAORDINARY, SUPERNATURAL, SPIRIT‑LED LIFE IS FOR EVERY ONE OF US! (Luke 11:13)
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