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Matthew 3:11, Acts 19:2-6

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

There is much misunderstanding on this subject, and it behooves each of us to settle our minds on this important truth.

Dr. R. A. Torrey tells of how he was sitting in his study, thinking about his message for the evening. In the morning he had another pastor who was speaking for him, and he was to speak himself that night. As he sat there he began to think and pray, and the Holy Spirit began to speak to his heart, bringing to mind  Matt. 3:11:

"I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the HOLY GHOST AND FIRE."

And the Lord gave other passages on the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire. That evening Dr. Torrey went to the church, brought a message on the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit," and at the conclusion of the message he said, "All of you people who want the Holy Spirit's baptism, saved and unsaved, follow me.”

They went downstairs, and this group was separated, and he had one of his assistants go in a room with the unsaved, and he stayed with the Christians. He said that night WAS unforgettable, because of the blessing received because the people were baptized with the Holy Spirit. Now, that is Dr. Torrey's experience.

Is there a BAPTISM 0F THE HOLY SPIRIT? This is a word that has largely gone out of the Christian vocabulary today, but the only question to a real child of God is, "Is it still in the Book?" John said that he baptized with water, but "HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FIRE" (Matt. 3:11). The word "baptism" means, "immersion". Baptism in the water in the Greek means, "to dip" in the water. When a person is baptized (immersed) he is "in" it! The water surrounds him. There is an experience God says for the child of God that Jesus will give, and Jesus will immerse us, not in water, but in the HOLY GHOST AND FIRE. That is what we need! John's baptism was "water immersion' but Jesus was to baptize in the Holy Spirit and fire. Then it is the privilege of everyone to have Jesus Christ immerse you in the Spirit. From now on the Spirit is to surround you in all your activities. You're to live in Him! From now on the Spirit is to surround you and will influence you. You have atmosphere all around you. You are surrounded and immersed in the atmosphere, so it is with the baptism of the Spirit. As you have life by breathing the air around you, so you're to have spiritual life by breathing and living in the Spirit of God.

In Acts 1:5 we read: "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." Jesus Himself after His resurrection from the dead appeared for forty days, teaching the disciples about the Kingdom, and after giving them the commission, told them they were not to depart, but to "wait"  Wait for what? For the "promise of the Father." Not with water (in water), but "in the Holy Ghost."  The Greek preposition is not with," but "in."  It means, "Location," and means not baptism "in water," but "in the Holy Spirit." Every child of God should be located constantly (found) in the Holy Spirit." Every child of God should be located constantly (found) in the Holy Spirit. Scripture  teaches there is a baptism in the Sprit.

Now, let us look at Acts 19:2: (There is not a more convicting book in the Bible than the book of Acts. What God did then, He will do today, but by UNBELIEF GOD IS HINDERED FROM WORKING IN OUR LIVES.)

"He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." "DID YOU RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN YOU BELIEVED?" (lit.)

He,” finding certain disciples." This was AFTER Pentecost. He asked the question, "Did you receive?" Not, "Have you received?" (R.V.) God is asking you that question right now. Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? Paul said, "believed," and in the verse preceding we note he was speaking to certain disciples. They were disciples and they had believed! And, Paul expects them and us TO KNOW 0F of a certainty whether we have RECEIVED the SPIRIT or not!

They KNEW they DID NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT  the time they believed! They had heard NOTHING about the privilege of a believer receiving the Spirit, and they quickly said so and Paul's question indicates he Suspected they were NOT FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.

"And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

"Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

"When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

"And when Paul had laid his hands upon them THE HOLY GHOST CAME ON THEM; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied." (Acts 19:3‑6)

There was then no question about this great matter! THEY KNEW AND PAUL KNEW THAT THEY WERE SPIRIT‑FILLED!

Now, the evidence of the Spirit's presence in the New Testament wasn't ALWAYS TONGUES. Not every time, but sometimes it was. When a Christian was born again in the early days of Christianity, God wanted that birth to have evidence from heaven. Here was a group of disciples who had been born again, and when asked if they had received the Holy Spirit they answered they had not.  Christianity was new and God impressed its reality on an unbelieving world by the gift of tongues. Not all spake with tongues in the early Church. (1 Cor. 12:30) Get up and ask the question today, "Have you received the Holy Ghost?" Some may say, "Yes, but many do not know.

Paul says, “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

"This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye made perfect by the flesh? " (Gal. 3:1‑3).

Paul is asking here, "RECEIVED YE THE SPIRIT BY SIMPLE FAITH OR KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS?  He based his arguments on the question as to whether these Galatians did or did not receive the Spirit when they put faith in Christ. The answer is they did receive when they put faith in Jesus, and not when they were keeping the commandments. Are you so foolish?

"He therefore that MINISTERETH TO YOU THE SPIRIT, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?"(Gal. 3:5).

Literally, "HE THAT CONTINUALLY SUPPLIES TO YOU THE SPIRIT, for God was continually SUPPLYING THE SPIRIT. Paul knew it and the Galatians knew it. He gave them the Spirit when they believed, and is continually supplying the Spirit since they believed. The Law teaches, “Keep the commandments of Christ for salvation." Paul says, "You get the SPIRIT when you believe." In this passage Paul could speak to a group of Christians about their having "RECEIVED" the Spirit and "HAVING THE SPIRIT CONTINUALLY SUPPLIED" to them without it being counted strange doctrine! But today Christians speak little about "RECEIVING THE SPIRIT". Have you "RECEIVED HIM" and is God "CONTINUALLY SUPPLYING HIM T0 YOUR LIFE?” IS THE FRUIT THERE? (Gal.5:22‑23.)

Now, the GREAT QUESTON COMES:  WHEN DOES A PERSON RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? Lot us go to the book of Acts. From this book we learn some people receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit WHEN THEY BELIEVE, and others receive it AFTER  they believe! Let us see the Scriptures:

"While Peter yet spake these words, THE HOLY GHOST FELL ON ALL OF THEM WHICH HEARD THE WORD" (Acts 10: 44)

IMMEDIATELY UPON BELIEVING ON CHRIST: As they listened to the Gospel the Spirit fell upon them and so evident that the Holy Ghost fell on these people for they received the baptism of the Holy Ghost. They spoke with tongues and everyone knew, no doubt, about the Spirit's presence. There was NO DOUBT ABOUT THEIR SALVATION. The Holy Spirit came upon them IMMEDIATELY when they were born again. THE SPIRIT WAS POURED OUT UPON THEM. They began to speak in tongues. This was evidence of the Spirit in the early Church. THE SPIRIT DID NOT ALWAYS COME UPON PEOPLE TO EMPOWER THEM WHEN THEY BELIEVED. NOT ALWAYS! Let us now turn to Acts 8:5:

"Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

"And the People with one accord GAVE HEED unto those things which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

"For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.

“And there was great joy in that city.

"But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one:

"To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.

"And to them they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

"BUT WHEN THEY BELIEVED Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, THEY  WERE BAPTIZED, both men and women." (Acts 8: 5‑12) 

Now the statement in verse 12, means that THEY BELIEVED PHILIP'S PREACHING AND WERE BAPTIZED. That is SALVATION. Justified by faith by believing. They are saved. Now, we arrive at verse 13 in this same chapter:

"Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.

"Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John." (Acts 8:13,14)

"Who, when they were come down, PRAYED FOR THEM THAT THEY MIGHT RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST:

("For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus)

"Then laid they their hands on them, and THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST.

"And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given he offered them money." (Acts 8:15‑18)

They received the Holy Ghost, and there was no doubt about that. These Christians in Samaria did not get the fullness of blessing when they believed. Our churches are full of people who ARE NOT FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT and NEW TESTAMENT POWER TO QUALIFY THEM TO DO THE WORK GOD WANTS THEM TO DO! It is dangerous to tell people they got everything when they are born again, when their lives give evidence of lack of power and the  Spirit's absence! If this is so, WHY,THEN THE LACK? WHERE IS THE POWER OF THE EARLY CHURCH TODAY? "We receive power" to do God’s work when the Holy Spirit comes upon us!  When He is absent, NO POWER! WHERE IS THE POWER TODAY?

Some quote I Cor. 12:13 as though this is the baptism John and Jesus talked of. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit." (I Cor. 12:13) Let us read our Bible for ourselves. We will sit in a powerless church and tell people they are all right. Oh, I haven't got all I want to have! There is but one Spirit and we "were" baptized in one Spirit. The text says, "By one Spirit are baptized in one body." This is not the baptism Jesus talked about. It is not the baptism that John talked about. This is the SPIRIT as the BAPTIZER, baptizing us into the BODY OF CHRIST. A simple diagram shows Paul and John are not speaking of the same baptism:

I Cor. 12:13 The Baptizer (The Spirit)                                          

The Baptized (Us)                   The Element (The                                                                                                                

 (The Believer)                      Body of Christ                                                                                                     

                                      the Church)

Matt. 3:11 The Baptizer (Christ)

The Baptized (The Believer}--The Element (The Spirit) 

Now, Jesus says in the baptism of the Holy Spirit that He (Jesus) is the baptizer and that we are the ones to be baptized into the Spirit. This passage says the Holy Spirit is the baptizer and the water is the Body of Christ. Not the same thing! This can't be the same as Jesus talked about, because the baptizers and the circumstances are different.

Therefore, there is a baptism of the Holy Spirit and WE READ THE SPIRIT CAME ON THESE MEN AFTER THEY WERE SAVED. Let us turn to John 15:3:

"Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you." "Spoken unto you" ‑‑ He is talking to the disciples. Did Jesus ever say that unsaved men were clean? Were the disciples saved then? Of course! The same is true in John 13:11: "Ye are not all clean." Jesus knew that Judas was unclean. He had never been saved! Jesus is not talking about the washing of regeneration. The disciples were born again men! Were they baptized with the holy Spirit? No! But, these saved men needed the baptism, and in Acts 1:5, we find that comes later. Jesus said for them to "wait." They were saved men, but not baptized with the Holy Spirit as yet. The apostles and disciples baptism came at a later time.

In Luke 24:49 Jesus told them to "sit down in Jerusalem until you get yourselves clothed with power from on high."

Let us take a look at Saul's experience. He was filled with the Spirit (evidently baptized with the Spirit) AFTER HIS CONVERSION.

"And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: (Thank God, for that Light! The sun goes down, but that light doesn't go down.)

"And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul why persecutest thou me?

"And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom thou perscutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

"And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do." (Acts 9:3‑6)  THIS WAS HIS NEW BIRTH.

And then WE KNOW HOW HE WAS THREE DAYS  without sight and didn't eat or drink. AFTER THREE DAYS HE WAS  FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT!

"And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him the lord said in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

"And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas: for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth." (Acts 9:10,11)

"And Ananias went his way and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, "Brother. (Ananias calls him, "BROTHER,” for he who was once an enemy is now saved). Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, THAT THOU MIGHTEST RECEIVE THY SIGHT AND BE FILLED WITH  THE HOLY GHOST.” (Acts 9:17)

Notice verse 11: “Behold, he prayeth." For twenty years I prayed, and didn't. You can't pray until you are born again. In verse seventeen the Lord is saying, "He is a chosen vessel unto me." Are we chosen vessels? Bearers of me? Paul was saved before he was capable of bearing the Name of Jesus. He had to have something additional.

Ananias said, "Brother Saul, receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost." SO PAUL WAS NOT FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT AT HIS CONVERSION, BUT THREE DAYS AFTER: Am I right? Yes! EVERYONE DIDN'T GET THE SPIRIT WHEN HE WAS CONVERTED IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.  It is not what I say, but what the Book says. The scales fell off his eyes and "he preached Christ." THERE WAS SOME POWER THERE! Folks, Paul was not empowered for service when he was saved, BUT THREE DAYS AFTER. That is the EVIDENCE FROM THE WORD OF GOD that many times the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes on men to empower them for the work after they are saved.

"Now concerning spiritual things, brethren, I want you to be ignorant"--‑Is that what Paul says? No! We are ignorant. "I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT." (I Cor. 12:1) We are so ignorant of "spiritual things" ‑‑ things concerning the Spirit.

"Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit."(I Cor. 12:1)  The manifestation of the Spirit is given to a pastor now and then? Is that what the Word says? No! It is, "But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to EVERY MAN, to profit withal."(I Cor. 12:7) THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GIVEN TO EVERY MAN, to every saint, of the Lord THAT EVERY CHILD OF GOD SHALL HAVE FRUIT TO CARRY IN  be​cause He has given the Spirit to bring forth the fruit. The power of the Spirit is to be used. "The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man." It is something you can see, else why MANIFESTATION? SOMETHING MANIFESTED IS SOMETHING SEEN!

"But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." (I Cor. 12:11) He empowers us for the work that we are to do for Him.

You need the Spirit Just as much as I need the Spirit for my work. Sunday School teacher, you need the Spirit just as much as your pastor. Mother, rocking the baby, you need the Holy Spirit so that you will bring your children up "in the fear of the Lord." From the cradle to the grave, whoever you are, you who know the Lord Jesus, need the Holy Spirit for the work that you are to do for Him. That is our job ‑‑ TO WITNESS ‑‑ and we all need the Spirit if we are to do it with power and effectually. WE MUST HAVE THE SPIRIT OF GOD!

God gave me a job with a certain firm in Atlanta. One Saturday afternoon my employer called me into his office, concerning some work. The Lord had prepared his heart. God had made the arrangements. He opened his heart to me, and God gave me a witness to his soul of Jesus. I little dreamed God was giving me the opportunity of speaking to this soul on that particular afternoon, but He had prepared his heart and gave me a message to him.

The other day as I was standing in front of a cafe on one of the streets in Atlanta, this man with a friend came walking past, spoke to my father, and, turning  to me with tears he said, "I want you to know that I see things differently since you worked for me. I am saved. My wife is saved, and we are both teaching Sunday School classes." Brother, the Holy Ghost did that! I didn't dream that this had happened. Ah, it is wonderful to see the Holy Spirit work when we work, it isn't much, but God has promised the Holy Spirit and when He does the work, it is done. God made the setting, He gave the word to say, and He did the work, and after I left the man's life was transformed. Brother, that's the Holy Spirit! Now, we need Him for all the work God has given us to do. The Holy Spirit is given to us to empower us for the glory and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We have proved that in the book of Acts and the early Church, some received the Spirit "when they believed,” and others later. Now, let us see the evidence from the experiences of eminent Christians. There was FINNEY, who was convicted one day, and later in the woods he knelt and RECEIVED THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT AND BECAME A FLAMING FIRE! He did not receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit when he was saved, but AFTER!

The great man of God, D. L.  Moody, is another example. At the close of one of his sermons, and having the largest meetings in Chicago, two women came up to him and said, "We are praying for you to be filled with the Spirit."

At first he did not like it, for he was having ten and fifteen souls saved at each service all along.  He went home and searched his heart, and out of that came a thirst for the Holy Ghost and power he didn't have. He went to England and heard Spurgeon, and his heart was stirred and he stood weeping, and a personal work​er thought that he was a lost man.

He heard Mueller in Britain, but still didn't have peace in his heart. After this he returned home, and was walking down the street of New York City, and cried out, Oh God, give me the Holy Spirit," and God did it. He poured down such a blessing he had to seek for a room until the storm was over, and Moody later said, "I wouldn't be back where I was before that experience came for anything. I would cry out to God, "Lord, hold back your hand, or the vessel will break." Now fifty and a hundred began to come out to accept Christ and God blessed mightily! Brother, I can't help but believe in an experience of a man like that when it corresponds with the Book.

Then Dr. R. A. Torrey tells of his experience and how he began to hunger and thirst for the Holy Spirit. He didn't seem to have the power, and waited a whole week but noticed no change. Before going to preach the Lord spoke to him and said: "You have it, go preach!" He went and preached and again in the evening with power and blessing, and souls were saved! There was nothing great happened when God spoke quietly to his soul, but some days later, while  sitting in his study, all of a sudden he started clapping his hands and shouting, "Glory to God! Glory to God!" The Spirit came upon him mightily, and oh, how God did use him! He rested on the promise for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Torrey went all over the world, and was mightily used of God. You say, "Do away with this teaching of the baptism of the Holy Spirit." When men have been baptized with the Holy Spirit and things have happened? Shall we ignore the book of Acts? Shall we ignore the testimony of Spirit‑filled men of experiences after conversion? Shall we ignore our own powerless lives, WHEN HE PROMISES POWER? (Acts l:8)

This past summer in a revival at Athens, Georgia, we saw God's Spirit poured out. Over 1600 people definitely confessed Christ publicly in a six week campaign with as many as ninety people at the altar on their knees at a single service! Oh! praise God for the Holy Spirit! He alone can produce such conviction and blessings! And, we believe it was all because of the fact He was sought for each service! (Luke 11:13) And, souls are being saved over the radio, in the office building, under the tent, and in churches by the power of the Holy Spirit! 5000 people have confessed Him in and around Atlanta in the past two years, and only the Holy Spirit can so convict and bless! PRAISE HIS NAME!

You and I get up and teach this Bible without the power of the Spirit, and accomplish absolutely nothing. We are trying to do it in our own strength, what only the Spirit of God can do. Now, this word, please! I've read of Mr. Moody asking Dr. Torrey to speak on "The Baptism of the Spirit" to a group of ministers. He did, but they did not accept his teaching, saying, "All receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit when they are saved." After the service Dr. Moody took Dr. Torrey aside and said, "WHY IS IT THEY DO NOT SEE IT IS EXACTLY WHAT THEY NEED?" DO YOU NEED HIM TO EMPOWER YOU FOR SERVICE?

Now, someone asks, WHAT MUST WE DO TO HAVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE BAPTIZED WITH THE SPIRIT?

1. We must CONFESS ALL SIN.(I John 1:9) Sin grieves the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:30

2. We must FORSAKE all known sin! Give up the "easily besetting sin!  He is the HOLY Spirit.

3: We must be completely SURRENDERED to our blessed Lord. "And we are his witnesses to these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that OBEY HIM." (Acts 5:32) To obey Him is to do the thing God wants you to do in every phase of life. Not only in prayer, but know your Bible. Be so completely surrendered to him that you can say from your heart, "My meat is to do the will of him that sent me; and to finish his, work." (John 4:34) Christ calls for faithful witnesses. A faithful witness is one who does the thing God tells him to do. It means one who is SURRENDERED. There are a lot of people who are living godly lives, love their Bibles, and love their prayer closets, who are not filled with the Spirit. Only will we have fruitful service when we are completely surrendered.

To be surrendered completely means that we can say from our heart, "Lord, here’s my ears, here's my mouth, here's my feet, here's my eyes, my family, my job, my all ‑‑ all is yours. What do you want me to do, Lord? Lord, you speak, and I will do it."

In our last campaign there was a wife and her kiddies who were converted, and her husband was convicted sitting on his porch, two blocks away, through the loud‑speaker's message blazing out. He surrendered! Brother, to be surrendered means your will is lost in God's. Check up on that right now. Only those who obey are witnessing. If we are not bearing fruit, if we are not seeking souls, we are disobedient! OBEY HIM!

4. We must be THIRSTING FOR HIM. Jesus said: "If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink." (John 8:37)

Hear the Word in Isaiah 44:3: "For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring."

God says that He will pour floods on them. He will do that for you in the spiritual realm. "I will pour out my Spirit upon you." When you get thirsty, don't you want water? No one will have the Holy Spirit until he is thirsty! We MUST HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, if we don't get anything else! If we are filled with the Spirit, there will be abiding fruit. If we are not filled with the Spirit, we will just go along through the motions. We had better be filled with the Spirit! Even after the disciples were baptized, there were successive fillings. In Acts we read of many fillings. We need several fillings. Moody said: "We are leaky vessels."

Then in the next place we must not only desire Him, but -‑

5. We MUST ASK FOR HIM. "‑‑how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" (Luke 11:13) Lit. "How much more shall your heavenly Father KEEP ON GIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THEM THAT KEEP ON ASKING!”   Ask Him, keep on asking Him! Ask Him in the morning when you arise for the day, ask Him along every crisis that comes up during the day. Ask for His filling before you go to call on anyone. Ask for Him before you teach your Sunday School Class. 

Next,

6. WE MUST BELIEVE that He fills us when we ask Him. "Therefore, I say unto you, what things soever ye desire, when ye pray, BELIEVE THAT  YE   RECEIVE  THEM,  AND YE SHALL HAVE THEM. (Mark 11:24) Literally, "BELIEVE YE DID RECEIVE THEM"  (at the time of asking). Brother, I live on these two passages. Believe that you have the Spirit, after you have asked for Him! Believe that God gives you the Spirit! He does give the Spirit!

"Therefore, I say unto you what things soever you desire (do you thirst for the Spirit?)
when you pray (God said,” Ask for Him”) believe that you DID re​ceive it 
(past tense), and you shall have it." (Mark 11:24, Lit.) In other words, God says, "If you want the baptism of the Holy Spirit, go alone in prayer, search your heart, confess and forsake sin, surrender, pray, ask and BELIEVE that He gives you the Holy Spirit to empower you for the service God wants you to do and God promises we shall have Him, and we take Him by faith. The Lord says He has promised, "And shall I not make it good? I shall make it good!"

                                                          HE COMMANDS:

" RECEIVE  YE THE HOLY GHOST"

                                                             (John 20:22)

                                                     Let us receive Him now!
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