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Second Peter 1:19

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND LIGHT

There are many, many things in the Word about the Holy Spirit, and LIGHT, or illumination, and today we are going to look at a few of these many things. Let us first learn that unsaved men are in the DARK!

"We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a DARK PLACE, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts." (II Pet. 1:19)

This passage of Scripture shows us the condition of the world now. We are in a "DARK PLACE!" This old world is “DARK,” my brother; this verse of the Word of God is not referring to physical darkness, but to SPIRITUAL DARKNESS. The world is not in physical darkness, but it is in spiritual darkness. Today if the sun is not shining, we have our electric lights to turn on. Yes, we have light in the physical world. But there is a SPIRITUAL DARKNESS that neither the sun nor electric lights cannot dispel! 

This SPIRITUAL DARKNESS IS LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN THE HEART! Paul says that for years he was in darkness, then one day "GOD SHINED INTO HIS HEART"

THE ILLUMINATION OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST"

(2 Cor. 4:6) R.V. Margin. Here we learn five things:

1. God is a Sun. He shines. This is His activity in sending forth from Himself spiritual beams!

2. He shines in the heart (internally). The world He focuses His rays upon is the world of the human heart ‑‑ the inner man ‑‑ the hidden man of the heart. Through much exposure of the soul in His Presence and to His beams, may cause the waiting one to reflect those beams outwardly as Moses (Ex. 32:29).

3. He illuminates. The person into whose heart God shines His beams is flooded with light ‑‑ full of light in his moral and spiritual being.

4. This light which God sends forth and which floods the receiving heart is the KNOWLEDGE of Himself in His love to save us and bring us into fellowship with Himself and to Heaven.

5. This knowledge is the GLORY of God ‑‑ His majesty, beauty, loveli​ness, magnificence, greatness! This GLORY is found only in the PERSON CF JESUS CHRIST. What member of the Godhead is the One who does this work of SHINING in the human heart? II Cor. 4:5 tells us: "It is God who said:’ Light shall shine out of darkness." Here Paul refers to Gen. 1:3 when the earth "became waste and void and DARKNESS was upon the face of the deep" (i.e. over all the physical creation).  We read the "SPIRIT OF GOD WAS BROODING OVER THE FACE OF THE WATERS"‑​ to bring light to the darkened physical world! So, as God, the Holy Spirit, brooded over the darkened physical world, being light, so Paul says it is the same God ‑​ The Holy Spirit who broods as a mother bird over the darkened human heart devoid of THE  KNOWLEDGE OF GOD ‑‑ desiring to flood their hearts with THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD!

So, the Holy Spirit as the illuminator, the one who gives spiritual light is the illuminator of the spiritual world, showing the "glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." He gives the knowledge of God. It means to know the Lord ‑‑ means an experimental knowledge of God.

What is life? Jesus said in John 17:3: "That they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." Therefore, when a man does not know God, he is in SPIRITUAL DARKNESS I do not mean a historical knowledge of Jesus. There are many people who know the historical Jesus, but who do not know Jesus Christ, the living Jesus, today. It is not a matter of history, but a matter of intimate fellowship with Jesus in the spiritual realm. So, when we speak of light, brother, we mean that which brings to us the KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.

Now, the Holy Spirit is the light‑bringer. Let us turn to Exodus 25:31: Here we find that the Lord is giving instructions with regard to the preparation of the things for the tabernacle in the wilderness, and as you already know, the tabernacle is just full of types, or pictures, of spiritual truths.

In the Old Testament we find truth in type, shadow and prophecy. The Old Testament is the art gallery, picture gallery of Divine truth. Truth is pictured there!

Paul says, "When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man (a full grown man), I put away childish things (I Cor. 13:11). The Old Testament is the "child age," and the New Testament is the "full grown man age." The Old Testament is the child building blocks, but in the New Testament we put away our building blocks, and have the strong meat. The Old is the picture gallery of Divine truth.

When the Lord built the tabernacle, He gave us many Divine truths in picture, many shadows and types of spiritual truth. When we learn this, we will get a real blessing. let us learn the picture in the type of the "CANDLESTICK!"

"And thou shalt make a CANDLESTICK of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same." (Exodus 25:31) The candlestick, or "lamp stand," (lit.) was to be of pure gold.

"And thou shalt command the children of Israel that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, TO CAUSE THE LAMP TO BURN ALWAYS."(Exodus 27:20) Pure olive oil, "olive oil, or oil olive" ‑‑ why? to cause the lamp to burn always. GOD INTENDS THAT THE LIGHT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE SHALL NEVER GO OUT! What is the matter if it doesn't burn "ALWAYS?" What is the matter?

"And the Lord spake unto Moses saying,

"Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn CONTINUALLY." (Lev. 24:1,2)

"Without the veil of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the Lord CONTINUALLY:

How often? CONTINUALLY!

The tabernacle in the wilderness had an exterior FENCE around it; inside the actual tent were two compartments ‑‑ the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies.

"I am the way, the truth, and the life" ‑‑ (John 1:6). Three GATES!  When the sinner approached  the fence with his sacrifice, he had but one entrance, the gate, or the door, at the front. There was no other way. The fence was made of linen, ten feet high, and it was too high to go over, and was down to the bottom, so he could not go under. The fence represents the perfect righteousness of God, His perfect life, but man is not saved by His life. Man cannot be saved by Christ's DIVINE PRESENCE ‑‑ so Christ's perfect life shows us our imperfections and shuts us out! It is not by looking over, or under, there is but one entrance ‑‑ ONE GATE!  Jesus said, "I am the door ‑‑" (John 10:9). Jesus said, “I am the way"  ‑‑ (John 14:6).

The first thing man was to do was to bring his sheep. He walked in but one way ‑‑ THE GATE, and came to the BRAZEN ALTAR of sacrifice. The lamb was slain, the blood poured out, the lamb was offered, consumed to ashes, and the ashes were put in a pan and carried away. What a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary!

Now, brass represents judgment ‑‑ the lamb represents Christ. The BRAZEN ALTAR represents the Cross of Calvary, and the sinner came, confessed his sins with his hand on the head of the lamb, and his sin was transferred, in symbol, to that lamb. The sinner did not have to die --. the lamb died in the sinner's place! The blood of the lamb was poured out around the altar, and the sinner stayed there until the lamb was consumed to ashes. When he saw the priest take the ashes, gather them into a pan, he would then be cleansed of his sin. Hallelujah! Isn't that just what Jesus did for us? Poured out blood, sin reduced to ashes and blown  away –-existing no more.  Oh, precious Saviour!

Next, we read of THE BRAZEN LAVER!

Out in the country where they do not have the modern conveniences of the city, they have bowls, wash bowls or wash pans, as we used to call them, but we find the lever in the tabernacle is a wash bowl. It had a foot to it, a bowl and inside were looking glasses (made of the looking glasses of the women), and there was water in it. The priest would walk up to the lever, look in, and would see the dirt on his face in the looking glass ‑‑ to mirror his dirt and there was water to wash the dirt away. God had said that the priest must wash his hands (service) and feet (walk) before he entered into the Holy Place to serve God! If he did not do this, he would die! (Eph. 5:26)  God demands clean hands and feet ‑- "clean service and walk" of those who serve Him! And do His work!   Christ said, "Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you." (John 15:3)

God pity the Christian who doesn't take a bath in the Word every day!  As I look into the Word of God, all the way through, it mirrors the dirt, upon me, and through the promises of that Word I am cleansed from that dirt. If we do not bathe daily in the Word, we are not clean, and so unfit to serve Him!

Now, we come to the second ‑‑ "The way" ‑‑ or gate, or the second veil, and then into the Holy Place. In this Holy Place we have three pieces of furniture: 

1. The Table of Shewbread ‑‑ Bread for the priest only ‑‑ every morning fresh and hot. Food for the priestly life of service. Christ is the Bread of Life! Feeding on Him to sustain spiritual life!

2. The Golden Altar of Incense ‑‑ "Let my prayer come up before thee as incense."

3. The Golden CANDLESTICK OR LAMP STAND with the oil burning giving forth LIGHT!

When the priest walked in that gate, he faced then the beautiful veil that separated from the presence of God. In the third veil was the Shekinah Glory representing the presence of God Himself. The Ark was there with the Mercy Seat, with the blood sprinkled on it, and the two Cherubims of glory, and between them the Shekinah glory of God.  No one went into the Holy of Holies  save the priest, the High Priest, and he could go only once a year. But the priests were to serve God in the Holy Place--feeding on the shewbread, ministering before the GOLDEN ALTAR OF INCENSE (worship) and walking continually in the light of the GOLDEN CANDLESTICK! No natural light of sun was allowed in the Holy  Place.  Only the supernatural light given forth by the CANDLESTICK. So, the believer is not to walk and serve in the light of nature and this world. BUT IN THE LIGHT GOD GIVES, SUPERNATURAL LIGHT! Now, the CANDLESTICK represents: (1) Jesus, (2) The Church, and (3) The Individual Christian! The CANDLESTICK represents Jesus as the Light of the world; the Church of Jesus Christ, as the Way in Revelation, and  third, represents the individual Christian.

"Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

"He shill not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the

street.'

"A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

"He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

"Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out, he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein.

"I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, FOR A LIGHT of the Gentiles." (Isa. 42:1‑6)

When Christ came into the world, He brought LIGHT. What sort of light was Christ? He was the Light, "to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." (Isa. 42:7)  It is speaking of the SPIRITUAL REALM  here. Spiritual eyes are blinded – cannot see God, Heaven, the unseen world, Hell! Men are chained in the prison house of sin, bound by passions and lusts ‑‑ prisoners to the Devil and Hell! Christ came to deliver! Christ did not come simply to redeem Israel. Notice Isa. 49:6:

"And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a LIGHT to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.”

A light to the Gentiles. What is the light? It is SALVATION. Light is salvation. Now, get that, will you? When Jesus said, "Let your light shine," (Matt. 5:16), He didn't mean for us to go around and do charitable deeds alone!  No: That is what the philanthropists tell us. They are "man‑lovers", for that is what the word philanthropist means. Love man, but our job is not primarily to help humanity. Every Christian should help humanity, but out main business is SOUL‑WINNING, and the sooner we do that, the  sooner these people wi11 get their needs met. The LIGHT was to bring SALVATION.  That is our business! 

SHOW MEN HOW

TO BE SAVED!

It is a great LIGHT, my brother. A great LIGHT! A great LIGHT shone on this poor soul eleven years ago, and I have been walking in this LIGHT, in the glory of this great LIGHT. This is a great life! Hallelujah!

Now, there is something comparable between LIGHT AND LIFE, and DARKNESS AND DEATH. These people sat in DARKNESS, we are told; sometimes turn out your light and try to "sit in darkness" for five minutes! The sinner is "in darkness" and if he isn't saved, he will be bound in the "blackness of darkness for ever." (Jude 13)

"To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death" because “the tender mercy of our God whereby the DAYSPRING from on high visited us!  The DAYSPRING literally means, "SUNRISE," The sunrise out of Heaven has visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness. Christ‑‑ the great light‑bearer. And again, in John 1:24 we read of Him as Light‑bringer. "In him was life; and the life was the light of men." He was the light to illuminate men. Ah, it has always been true!

John was a witness of the Light. "The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe." (John 1:7)  Every living creature has focused upon him the light of  Jesus. If he is going to Hell, it is his own fault.  But in John 9:5 He says, "While I am in the world, I AM THE LIGHT 0F THE WORLD."  He has been away from the world now for nearly two thousand years. WHO IS THE LIGHT‑BEARER TODAY TO A LOST WORLD? 

II. THE CHURCH IS NOW THE LIGHT‑BEARER TO THE LOST WORLD!

In Revelation the second and third chapters we see Christ walking up and down in the midst of the churches. The seven stars are angels, or pastors of the seven churches. The seven candlesticks (lamp stands) are the SEVEN CHURCHES!  (A lamp stand, does not shine. It is the vessel only ‑‑ a container. It held the  oil and wick.) We do not have any light in ourselves, but  it is Christ  the Light,  shinning in us, the lamp stand. It is borrowed!

Now the church is a candlestick, or lamp stand, and everyone of our church​es ought to be throwing out LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN SALVATION! Today churches are cold, they go through all the motions, year after year, but many are not bringing light to those who axe sitting in darkness. Where, where, where is the light? Are our churches shinning?   Christ has come to give light, not only to His church, but to be the Light of, the world. Where is the Holy Spirit in our church services?

III. THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IS A LAMP STAND ‑‑ A LIGHT‑BEARER!

We do not shine, but it is Christ who shines. It is not us, but He.  We sing:

Shine, shine just where you are,

      Shine, shine just where you are;

Send forth the light, into the night

      Shine for the Lord where you are."

But, we can't shine! The Scripture says "LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE. The Lord never did tell us to shine He said, "Let your light shine" ‑‑ don't hinder the light from shining though you and in you! (Matt. 5:16)  We don't shine! I can't! You can't: The Holy Spirit is the only one that shines ‑‑ He is the oil! I am the lamp stand to carry Him around to do the shining. We are candlesticks, lamp stands ‑ we are BEARERS of the Light. We are not the light. We have no light. We haven't even life. Jesus said: 

"He that hath the Son, hath life.” (I John 5:12) If I have Christ, I have life. If I do not have Christ, I do not have life. There is no life indepen​dent of the Person of Jesus. I have eternal life only as He dwells in me, for that life is in Him.  That is why the sinner must definitely receive a Person in his life to have life. Brother, it is solemn business to realize that these bodies of ours are the dwelling place of the Divine Trinity. Jesus said, "We will come unto him, and make our abode with him." (John 14:23) That means, the Father, Son --"we." (I Cor. 6:19)

And, in I Cor. 6:19 Jesus tells us, "What know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is, in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" My body is the dwelling place of the Triune  God. Brother, if we kept that before us constantly, we would act differently, speak differently, and do some things a little differently. "Let YOUR LIGHT shine." (Matt. 5:16) Shine!  Now, I am going to emphasize that. If you're saved, you have a LIGHT! Let it shine! If you went out on a farm where there are no electric lights and saw a farmer light the lamps at evening time and deliberately set them in a corner and put a bushel measure over them to hide their light, you'd think "he was out of his mind." Lights are to shine! Not to be hidden away!

Brother, what a responsibility to be a child of God in this dark world, where the night is round about us. "Let your light shine" ‑‑ tend the lamp, tend the lamp! In Matt. 25:1‑10 we read about the ten virgins:

"And five of them were wise, and five were foolish,

"They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them;

"But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

"While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

"And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

"Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

"And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

"But the wise answered, saying. Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

"And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut."

What is here for us? The five foolish virgins said, "Our lamps are GOING OUT"  (going out, Lit. trans.) Had some oil, but not enough! Now, it makes no difference what we think about it, this is just what it says. Are your lamps going out, brother? We do not have enough oil ‑‑ too little. The bridegroom is coming, and OUR LAMPS ARE FLICKERING, when the Saviour is at hand. The Church is full of flickering lamps! I do not want the light in me flickering when He comes!

Let us go now to Zechariah the fourth chapter, reading from verse one through verse ten:

"And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.

"And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a CANDLESTICK all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and has seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:

"And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other on the left side thereof.

"So I answered and spoke to the angel that talked with me, saying, What are these, my Lord?

"Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.

"Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, this is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.

"Who are thou, O great mountain, before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, Grace, grace unto it.

"Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

"The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you.

"For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shell see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth."

Now, he still hasn't interpreted the meaning of this. Let us go to verse eleven:

"Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?

"And I answered again, and said unto him. What do these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?

"And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord.

"Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand, by the Lord of the whole earth." 

Emptying the golden oil out of themselves ‑‑ "TWO SONS OF OIL”  (Lit.) or, "oily sons!" Now,
 we have the interpretation of this in Rev. 11:3:

"And I will give power unto my TWO WITNESSES, and they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

"These are the two OLIVE TREES, and the two CANDLESTICKS (lamp stands) standing before the God of the earth.”

So Zechariah's two "olive trees" and “two lamp stands" are "two witnesses" who will witness in Jerusalem during the last forty‑two months of this age ‑‑‑ during the GREAT TRIBULATION! So today we should also be "witnesses" ‑‑"sons of oil" ‑ "anointed ones" emptying the golden oil of the Spirit out of ourselves continually in witnessing in the power of the Holy Spirit to a lost world!

Two sons shining ‑‑ two sons of oil ‑‑ prophecy (to speak forth for God, (Lit. trans). Holding up the light of God in the world. We ought to be "sons of oil", the ANOINTED ONES. and hold the light of God around in the world between the living and the dead. Light! The LAMP STAND represents you and me, as a witness, and the OIL represents the Holy Spirit, and we are anointed ones to shine for His glory.

Now, let us see the relationship of the believer to the Holy Spirit. First, the believer is BORN of the Spirit:

"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5).

The water represents the " Word of God", and when the Spirit enters, all see the light. The Spirit of God has two effects upon the heart of the sinner, either breaks or hardens the heart.

Jesus said, "Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter, into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5).

Many people are not interested because they cannot see. It is impossible for them to see because their eyes are blinded. Sinners are born again by the Spirit. The dearest friend I have on earth is the Holy Spirit. Brother, I have got a Companion and Fiend ‑‑ the Holy Spirit of God. Ah, I am never lonely. I have a great blessing which I have received of God. I have been born again. Hallelujah!

I was sitting on the porch reading about Jesus when the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart. It was then the birds began to sing, the flowers began to bloom and real joy came into my heart. For two weeks I seemed to walk on air. I was born again. I would sooner doubt that I am living than that I have had that experience. But all of us do not have the same experience, but we do have new lives!

G. Campbell Morgan said that he could not remember when he first loved Jesus. He didn't have any definite experience. You can't expect a child to have the experience that a hardened sinner has. May I give a personal testimony of His presence and blessing? Brother, after I was born again, I would take my Bible with me on the street car and oh, the things He taught me on that street car, riding to and from work. He gave me opportunities to witness. It was two hours every day coming and going on that streetcar and He was with me in my spiritual darkness to bring light, and He has been with me ever since, and will be with me until He presents me to my Saviour. Hallelujah, for the Holy Spirit! Do you know Him?

In the second place, we are baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ.

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit." (I Cor. 12:13)

That is God's baptism. I'm not throwing off water baptism. I believe in water baptism in obedience to the Lord, and in confession of the Lord before the world. I joined the Church the day I was born again. I became a member of His Church. That is a wonderful passage. Pass it over if you want to, but the minute a person is born again, the Holy Spirit baptizes him into the body of Christ. The true Church is composed of every born again child of God.

In the third place, we are SEALED by the Spirit.

"In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel, of your salvation; in whom also after that ye believed ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise." (Eph. 1:13)

I am glad that I am sealed. Some people tell me that they have fallen from grace, but brother, I don't expect to, and the reason is that when the Spirit gave me the new birth, HE SEALED ME.

Now, let me illustrate. I send a carload of goods to a certain town, and I put a seal upon it, because there are precious things inside. What do I mean by that seal?  I mean, "Don't tamper with this until it has reached the destination." Eleven years ago I was sealed by the Holy Spirit of God. I said goodbye to the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and the Holy Spirit said, "You leave this man alone until he gets to his destination--‑​Heaven." No one can break that seal. Brother, it is the perfect seal of the Holy Spirit of God. Hallelujah!

In the fourth place, we are ANOINTED BY THE SPIRIT!

"But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you; and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." (I John 2: 27)

I have been studying that word, "anointing'", for years, and haven't finished with it yet. Anointing means, "greasings" ‑‑ or "smearings" with oil. "The kings of this world and rulers take counsel together against Messiah (his Christ), or, "anointed one". The word literally means "smeared and greased" --- anointed with oil ‑‑ oil represents the Spirit. We have a beautiful picture of the oil poured in the Old Testament given to us in Psalm 133:

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! (The early Church had it, but the Devil came in, and we have had little unity since that time).

"It is like the precious OINTMENT (lit. "oil") upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments.

"As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."

The Old Testament prophets, priests and kings were anointed with oil--- poured on his garments (the spiritual life) and was then presented to the world. He had the anointing, or "smearing.”

"But ye have an unction (anointing) from the Holy One, and ye know all things" (I John 2:21). Now, when Jesus  was anointed and the Old Testament prophets, priests and kings, it signified being introduced and empowered for the particular work God had given them to do! (Read Isa. 61:1‑4). Christ was anointed. The Spirit came upon Him -- with the result He:

1. Preached the good news to the poor.

2. Healed the broken‑hearted.

3. Delivered the captive, and

4. "Went about doing good and healing all possessed of the Devil!" FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM! So, with the child of God: Anointed, qualified, to carry an Christ's work effectively!

My brother, the greatest blessings I have ever received are the things that the Holy Spirit of God has taught me alone. These are not second‑handed blessings. Lots of people can't do anything but run to meetings. Most people are always on the run. People are so on the run that they can't get quiet to hear the Voice of God. Brother, seek solitude ‑‑ aloneness with God! One of these days I shall be alone with Him in death. This is a profound truth! You are just going to be as comfortable when your soul and spirit leaves this body as you actually know Him; not in your head, but in your heart‑experience now. Folks better get used to being alone with God. Nothing takes the place of solitude of the soul. Backsliders can't get quiet! Sinners can't get quiet! Oh, to get quiet and return to God, and to let God speak in the depths of the soul. This is true now! How much more true this will be when we come to die and the soul struggles to stay in the body. Better get used to it!

In the fifth place, we are to PRAY IN THE HOLY SPIRIT!

Brother, do you go to the Lord in prayer? What is praying in the Spirit? It is not running in and out, but it is going into the Lord's presence and staying there in quietness before Him until we are connected with the Lord and we find ourselves lost in prayer. It is not praying out of the head, but the Spirit of God is praying in you to God who sits in Heaven.

"For we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." (Rom. 8:26)

We can't read God's mind, but the Holy Spirit knows the mind of God and He prays in us the thing God has in His own will and mind. The "prayer of faith” is the Holy Spirit praying, in us the thing He knows is God’s will!  This prayer is always answered!

Brother, in the sixth place, we are to "be filled with the Spirit" -‑ "Be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18) is the command of God to believers. And, this means, "keep on being filled up to the brim in the Spirit." This is commonly illustrated by a bottle in the ocean. The bottle is in the ocean and the ocean is in the bottle, and stays full because it is in the ocean. It is continually plunging down and being filled with the ocean.

There is a heavenly atmosphere that surrounds the child of God. The atmosphere is around me and in me. So it is with the Holy Spirit. We are to stay filled up to the brim in Him. Brother, God has power that you have never tapped as yet, and neither have I. We are to STAY FULL IN HIM! Stay full!

In the seventh place, we are BAPTIZED IN THE SPIRIT ‑‑ This means immersed, "baptiso" means to "dip." To dip a person beneath the waves means that the water covers him. God says, "Be baptized in the Spirit." All about you is the Spirit of God ‑‑ I do not mean that He is merely an influence. But, brother, God dipped me in the Spirit. Praise the Lord! I am in Him and He is in me. I have a right to keep filled up. When I run out of power, and I often do, I can just go and draw on Him and He fills. Keep that picture in your mind. The atmosphere is 'round about, but people don't take it in. People can have the fullness of the Spirit, but they won't appropriate Him. The Holy Spirit of God is a Person.

In the eighth place, we have the right of being LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD. "Being led BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD" -‑ ​"AS MANY AS ARE CONTINUALLY LED (BEING LED)LED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD these are the sons of God." (Rom. 8:14)

Sons of God should be continually led by the Spirit. That child walking through the woods in the dark, going along that narrow pathway where are rocks, and holes, is not worrying abit. Why? It is because he has hold of his daddy's big hand, and he is just walking behind his daddy.

There are a thousand different paths for me to walk in which are not the paths which the Lord has for me. But, I have my hand in the hand of the Holy Spirit and He is just leading me along. Eleven years ago I put my  hand into His and now as I look back over the way we have  come together, I can see the leading of the Holy Spirit of God in my life. Do you really  know that experience, or is it just statement to you? Can you see the leading of the Holy Spirit over your life, and the blessing because He was leading?

"Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." (Rom. 8:9)

E V I D E N C E

What is the EVIDENCE of the Holy Spirit of God which comes as a result of HIS  dwelling in us?

First, we have the WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT ‑‑ "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. (Rom. 8:16)

This is solemn business, my brother! "The born‑ones of God." He bears witness to our sonship. Is that right? Here is a passage that gripped my mind on the Holy  Spirit:

"But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

"To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." (Gal. 4:4-5)

Taken out from under the law, that we might receive the blessing of sons. He has placed us in the position of full‑grown sons. Now, when a man adopts a son, no matter how that man loves his adopted son, the son is still not "flesh of his flesh, nor bone of his bone", but he is still heir of his estate. The man can look upon his son, but the son is not of the father's nature, and there is nothing that can make him so.

But this is the glorious thing about God's adoption. He not only takes us by faith, but we actually become born‑ones of God. John says, "Now are we the sons of God" ‑‑ born‑ones of God. What about this? We are sons and because we are sons, God says, we have the Spirit of God, to be poured into our hearts continually.

"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father." (Rom. 8:15)

Jesus learned to call God, "Abba" at Mary's knee when He learned to pray. "Abba" is Hebrew ‑ ho pater is Greek; in Palestine both languages were used. And, Jesus learned to pray at Mary's knee and call on His heavenly Father in Hebrew and Greek. In Gethsemane --  the time of His great agony when all forsook Him and fled and He was alone facing the Cross, in His need, He reverted back to His childhood and cried out, "Abba ho pater", let this cup pass!"

Now, the same thing was true of Paul. Paul was a Jew, sat and learned at the feet of Gamaliel, also spoke Greek. When he wrote to the group of Romans, Latins, he wrote in Greek. Paul says, "Now that we are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son in our hearts ‑‑ continually crying, "Abba ho pater!” The Holy Spirit comes into the heart of a sinner and he knows the father, and he is indeed God's son.

You must have the witness of the Spirit, Christian, or you have no right to claim that you are a child of God. Yes, brother, there are lots of church members, but I am wondering how many are born again. There are many in our churches who will never see Heaven ‑‑ not born again!

Do you ever lose yourself in secret prayer and the Word, and lift up your heart and say, "The Father, and Holy Spirit bear witness with myself?" People say, "I don't like emotion.” The witness of the Spirit ‑‑ that sweet confidence and actual reality that you are a child of God! Brother, as we read this Book and love it, and get some blessed truth when the Lord speaks, we just have to let it out! There is emotion in the Word of God. That lame man who lay at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, when he was healed, leaped, walked and praised God. He said, "I can walk! I can walk!"

And then there was the fellow who had a demon who was healed. Jesus said, Don't you say a word about it." But, did he do it? No, he published it abroad. He praised God for what He had done for him.

One man said, "Why don't we have some experience meeting like we used to?  It is because we don't have any experience any more. Cold! Brother, cold!

Then we have VICTORY ‑‑ (I John 5:4) ‑‑ Victory to overcome the world, the flesh and the Devil!

Next is POWER! "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Rom. 1:8)

Then we have LOVE ‑‑ "the love of God is POURED OUT (Lit.) in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." (Rom. 5:5) The love of God is being continually poured out upon us, in our hearts, by the Holy Spirit of God. The love of God is a wonderful thing that we are to rejoice in. God is ready to dump bucketful upon bucketful of love into our hearts.

Then there is FRUIT ‑‑ fruit of the Spirit. What is THE FRUIT evidenced by the Spirit‑filled life? The fruit of the Spirit is given in Gal. 5:22,23:

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,  peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

"Meekness, temperance; against such there is no law."

"Peace" (toward God); longsuffering (manward); gentleness ‑‑ where is it today?

As He, the Holy Spirit, dwells in us, GRACE will be in our life. KNOWLEDGE ‑‑ "Eye bath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God bath prepared for them that love him." (I Cor. 2:9)

He "hath revealed it unto us by his Spirit" ‑‑ "the Spirit searcheth the deep things of God. Brother, we are playing around on the surface of this Book. There are things you and I haven't yet seen because we don't walk close enough to the Spirit that He might unveil these things to our eyes.

Paul prays for the Ephesians ‑‑ "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man.” (Eph. 3:16). "Grant you" (give you) to be strengthened with might that CHRIST may DWELL (settle down) in your hearts by faith. Christ does not SETTLE DOWN in every Christian's heart. They're not clean enough. He only settles down in the heart that is walking by faith with Him. It was Paul's desire and prayer that Christians might be filled with all the FULLNESS OF God. ‑‑"for in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9) "In Him (CHRIST) dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" ‑‑ what does that mean? It means that every attribute of the living God that dwelt in Jesus Christ. That is what His fullness means! Paul prays that that same fullness, that same God‑like‑ness possess the child of God. "Be filled with all the fullness of God." It means the living God dwelling in you unhindered and working every attribute of Divine power and grace and glory in you. God empowers and God fills men and women. Oh, FOR THE GOD-FILLED LIFE!

Let us turn to John 1:16 which reads: “And of his fullness have all we received, grace for grace." Now, Christ was filled with all the fullness of God,  Unhindered! Paul prays that we too, should be filled with all the fullness of God.

When we were converted, we received of His fullness, the fullness of the Godhead, and "grace for grace," and that means but one thing ‑‑ "grace". We have just as much as we want of God‑like‑ness. We may receive of His fullness which is stored up for us, and all we have to do is just take it!

THE LORD GOD IS A SUN!

And, the God‑filled, Spirit‑in‑dwelt believers will be "BLAMELESS AND HARMLESS THE SONS OF GOD, without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation AMONG WHOM YE SHINE AS LUMINARIES IN THE WORLD HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE!" (Phil. 2:15)

But if you are ‑‑ DARK, awake, rise from the dead and CHRIST SHALL SHINE UPON YOU!” (Eph. 5:14)

Then you'll be LIGHT IN THE LORD instead of DARK IN SELF, and will WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT"

(Eph. 5:8)
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