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Acts 1:8

HOLY SPIRIT

“POWER” 

If we would take a text this morning, it would be Acts 1:8: "But ye shall receive POWER, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,  and unto the uttermost part of the earth." The word for POWER is "dunamis," from which we get dynamo and dynamite‑dynamic. Every Christian will be a spiritual dynamo with the explosive power of dynamite to break hearts, and will remain dynamic as he is filled with the Spirit.

What is the outstanding characteristic in the lives of Christians today?  It should be POWER, but it is the very opposite of POWER. We have everything else but POWER. Men today say that they have to spend more time getting an edu​cation. I have nothing against education, but there is one thing that is more needful and that is POWER. Spurgeon was right when he said that he believed the Lord would use a poor unlearned man or woman who is filled with the Spirit far greater than a great natural orator so far as eternal things are concerned.

What we need in the church today is POWER. You can have natural ability and everything else, but without the POWER of God, you are helpless. The work of Christ demands POWER ‑ a supernatural POWER, a POWER that is above the natural.

Christ said, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength" (Psa. 8:2). God gives the supernatural means to accomplish the super​natural thing. We need POWER today.

The chief trouble with the Church today is that we are saying, "We will hear and teach the Word, and leave the results with God." That is an opiate. We say, "We will leave the results with God." That is not according to the Book. Everything that I will give you this morning is Scripture. We say, "We will do the best we can and leave the results with God, and if there are no results, we know that it is not God's will to save souls." If we do not see results, it is not God's fault, but ours. People won't accept this truth!

Zechariah tells us in chapter four, verse six, "Not by might, nor by POWER, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Literally, "It is not by an army of men , nor by human POWER but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." The reason Gideon's army was reduced to three hundred men was to teach the people that God did not need a great NUMBER to do the job. Hallelujah! Isn't that wonderful? God told Gideon to take all those fellows who lapped the water with their tongue as a dog, and He would save Israel by them. It was not because they were strong men, but God was simply using these men to teach a lesson to the people, that He could do more with three hundred with God, than he could with a whole army without God. Hallelujah! "It is not by an army, nor by human strength, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Therefore, the POWER belongs to God, and to the Spirit of God, the third Person of the Trinity. My brother, we have nothing of which to boast. Everything is borrowed.

"Boast not of borrowed ray,

        Lest it be taken away,

                And thou be left in darkness."

It is borrowed POWER from God. Everything we have is borrowed. All the POWER we have, we get from God!

When God chose to slay one thousand at a time, He chose Samson and a jawbone of an ass to do it. A single man, a weak and foolish instrument, but he was Spirit‑filled!

"And when he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands were loosed from off his hands.

"And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew one thousand men therewith" (Judges 15:14‑15).

Once he chose a left‑handed man. You and I would have chosen a right handed man (Judges 3:15). When He wanted to destroy Goliath, He didn't use Saul and his army and armor, but chose the little shepherd boy with his sling. That is the Lord's way.

I don't believe that it is the Lord's will for us to waste our time on the "up and outers." These are not the kind of people that are accepting the Lord Jesus. Christ doesn't often go to universities to save people. We read in the Scriptures that "the common people heard him gladly" (Matt. 12:37). Heard who? Jesus! This is always true. I can take you right down the line and prove it to you. Most of our work is done among the middle class of people, and this is true wherever we go. Paul tells us it was true in his day when "not many mighty, not many noble" were being called but God chose the foolish (as the world sees them), and weak ‑‑ "ill‑born" – “despised"‑, "and things counted by the world as non‑existent," and He does this to put to complete shame those who in their worldly wisdom think they are wise, so that no flesh saved from Hell to Heaven can boast about saving themselves when they get in His presence (I Cor. 1:26‑29).

First, we have considered that we do not have the POWER offered us by God. Now, in the second place, does God want us to have this POWER?, Will you say, "No?" Let me tell you, the only way we will want to, and be empowered is to see what God has to say about it in His Word.

Let us first turn to the book of Ephesians (1:16‑21). (Now, the book of Ephesians and Hebrews contains the strong meat of the New Testament. Here you will find the richest teaching in the whole Word of God.) Paul is praying for these Ephesians that they might have SOMETHING THEY DID NOT HAVE. They were saved, but there was too much satisfaction found in their lives. There is too much satisfaction found in the lives of people here, too.

One dear sister came to me and said, "I am not satisfied." To which I replied, "Sister, neither am I. I am satisfied with Jesus, and what He did for me, but not with myself and what I'm doing for Him." As soon as we come to the place where we are satisfied, we quit growing. David says, "I shall be satisfied "When? "‑‑ when I shall awake in Thy likeness"‑‑! That is, "When I get to see You FACE TO FACE!

God was wanting to give the Ephesians SOMETHING THEY DID NOT HAVE, and He is wanting to give me something I don't have right now, and I want everything God has for me. Listen to Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1:15‑19:

"Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto the saints,

"Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;

"That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

"And WHAT IS THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER to us‑ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power." Paul says God's POWER (spiritual dynamite) to us NOW is EXCEEDING GREAT! Where, oh where is this POWER  today in our midst?

Then let us go through the rest of this chapter:

"Which he wrought in Christ; when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

"Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world; but also in that which is to come:

"And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church.

“Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1: 20 -23 )

Men have POWER to drive locomotives by steam, fly airplanes in the air, sail ships on the sea, and run automobiles, but no POWER to raise a dead body to life, nor a dead soul to spiritual victory. But God gives this latter POWER to Christians through the Spirit. So this POWER is called EXCEEDING GREAT because it is the same POWER that raised JESUS from the DEAD! I And, this power is available to us that we might raise others from spiritual death to life! Are  you letting God bring dead souls to resurrection life through you? Do we possess our possess​ions?

Oh, brother, there are glorious things in store for us at every turn of the way! For us glorious surprises, mighty victories! Hallelujah! Do you love your Bible more than you did five years ago? Or, have you become stagnant, and ceasing to grow?

There are three groups of people who get saved. There is the group that just get saved, and stay like this, just barely holding their own; another group starts and drops, and then there is the third group that starts and makes a steady climb, never turning back. There is that group that has the experience like the "dawning light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day." When you get saved, and have this kind of an experience, that is conversion, and steadily climb in the heavens to its brightest point at noon‑day. This should be our experience! Conversion is the dawn as sun's rays break through the darkness. You should go on "more and more unto the perfect day," being the brightness of the noonday sun as you go in on that "perfect Day."

Many people have this all wrong. We are only babes when we are converted. We are just learning to walk. No one here would think of throwing a helpless babe into the street. He must be taught to walk.

Our next word on POWER (dunamis) ‑‑ listen to Paul in Eph. 1:17: "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of himself." Paul is asking that the veil be taken off that He might reveal Himself to us. Paul is praying that God will GIVE us the FULL KNOWLEDGE of God. There are two knowledges ‑‑ "the knowledge (gnosis) of God, and the "full knowledge" (epignosis). Paul uses "full knowledge." In I Cor. 13, Paul says, "For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I know fully (even as also I was fully known) ‑‑ complete knowledge. Paul, in Ephesians prays that the Spirit would unveil the full knowledge of God to us. Hallelujah! Oh, to know Him! Oh, to know Him better! I can never know too much of God!

"That the EYES OF YOUR HEART may be illuminated" (Eph. 1:18, Lit.) Yes, we have eyes in our heart ‑‑ our inner man. Our brother said this morning as we walked out of the hotel, "It is a beautiful sunny day." Brother, I would rather have the "Sun of Righteousness" shining in my soul than any sun about me. We are missing something ‑‑ we are too satisfied! "That the eyes of your heart may be illuminated." When Zedekiah, with his eyes put out was carried by force into Babylon, he did not see the beautiful hanging gardens, nor the wonderful and magnificent buildings. His eyes were put out! And, my dear brother, many people do not see the wonders of God, because their spiritual eyes are blinded.

When Elisha was in Dothan, and had trouble with the Syrians, we see Elisha and the servant. The servant awoke and was terrified when he saw the city surrounded by the Syrians. Elisha prayed and the Lord OPENED THE EYES of the young servant, and he saw that the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about and chariots of the Lord. They were there all the time. The boy did not see ‑‑ but Elisha did!

Some Christians may understand spiritual truths that we do not see.  The trouble is not with their experience, but with OUR EYES.  Our eyes have not been opened. Paul prays that the "eyes of the heart may be illuminated." Lord, grant 
that marvelous prayer! How can you know Him without the eyes being opened?

What about Paul's next prayer here? What are some of the things he wants us to know about? There are three things that Paul wants us to know: first, "what is the riches, second, "what is the hope of his calling (invitation), and third, "WHAT IS THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER TOWARD US who believe." It is wonderful, but we don't realize what it means; what does he pray for us when he wants us to know "what the hope of our invitation" is? Now, if someone invited me to a little party, I would know something about what the "hope of that invitation" was. I would know just about what I'd find and enjoy and meet there. Then, if someone would invite me to dinner, I would know something of what I could expect when I would get there, but now listen, if the King of England were to invite me to a great feast, I wouldn't know what to expect. I have no way of knowing what to expect should I go.  Now, none of us have been to heaven yet and God would not permit Paul to tell us its glories, but Paul prays that "we might know the confident expectation of our invitation" (Lit). That is, what we may confidently expect when  we get there ‑‑ tastes of heaven now. There is nothing I've experienced on earth like its glories, so we need  the eyes of our hearts illuminated to know something of its blessings before getting there! He tells us what we may expect. I want to know a little about what I am to expect when I walk in at the gate. What will we expect when our "invitation" is complete, and we walk in?

     Next, he prays that we may know:

     "What is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints" ‑‑ and

     "What is the EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER (dunamis) (dynamite) coming from this Greek word. There is such a thing as SPIRITUAL DYNAMITE. It can break hard hearts. God says through Paul that go wants the Ephesian Christians to know the "exceeding greatness of His POWER   to us‑ward." This is one of the most profound passages in the Book: POWER, FORCE ‑‑ the same DIVINE POWER that raised Jesus out of death, available to the  saint! Am I right? If Paul prayed we should have it, isn't it for us? Where is it? Are we praying for it? Do we possess it? Are dead souls being raised to life in Christ through you? Are hard hearts being blasted open to the Gospel?

In Col. 1:9 we read: "For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding."

Every Christian ought to be walking in GOD'S PERFECT WILL. He should be walking in the plan that God has laid out for his life. Paul says, "unto all pleasing" (pleasing Him in ail things) "in every good work, bearing fruit." Notice the present participle (continually bearing fruit). Are we doing it? Continually? "Increasing in the full knowledge of God" ‑‑ extra knowledge of Himself. There should be growth in the knowledge of God! Paul speaks of "knowledge" and "full knowledge" (gnosis and epignosis) in I Cor. 13, "then (in Heaven) I shall "know fully" even as I was "fully known".

We should be constantly "adding" or gaining new knowledge of our God and His Christ. In Philippians 3:10 Paul says he has given up everything that "I may know Him." He wants this about twenty‑five years after his conversion, after those wonderful missionary journeys in the book of Acts. I ask him, Why, Paul do you say you want to know Him? Didn't you cone to know Him twenty‑five years ago on the Damascus road, and haven't you known Him since? Paul answers, "No man knows Him in all His glory, and will not until he sees Him." But, that is my chief passion and longing, and while I know Him a little better each day, there are more glories of His Person yet ahead for me to know. This was Moses' passion: "And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory" (Exodus 33:18 Moses knew God better and more intimately than any living man, but wants to know Him better!

"CONTINUALLY BEING EMPOWERED ACCORDING TO THE GLORIOUS POWER, unto all patience and longsuffering with joy."

How much POWER has God in heaven today? The same POWER is ours for the asking. We have the right to tell it. We don't teach it, and  we don't believe it, we don't claim it, and that is why we don't have it. WHERE IS THE POWER NOW?

Many people are saying, "People won't be saved because we are in apostasy." God's POWER is the same today! The same POWER in heaven should be available through the channels of the individual Christians today. If there is no flowing through of the POWER, there is something wrong. It is not with God. It is with us. We should be "CONTINUALLY BEING EMPOWERED"‑‑ not a little bit, but "ALL POWER."

Let us look at PHILLIPPIANS, a book of WORKS.(Note the word, "Fruit" in 1:11,22; 4:17, and Rom. 1:13. Paul says, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil, 4:13). No, he didn't say that at all. Paul says, "I have all MIGHT CONTINUALLY IN THE ONE CONTINUALLY POURING HIS POWER INTO ME!” This was Paul's dynamo ‑‑ Christ personally living in him and out through him His own POWERFUL life!

Did you ever know of any time in Paul's life when he did not have POWER? He always had POWER. "Through mighty signs and wonders, by the POWER of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem and round about on to Illyricum, I have fully preach​ed the gospel of Christ" (Roan. 15:9). "I have MIGHT" ‑‑ "I have ALL MIGHT"-‑​"CONTINUALLY POURS HIS POWER INTO ME". Jesus continued to pour His power into Paul. The point I am making is that God, in the New Testament and in the Old, says people should have Divine and SUPERNATURAL POWER. Supernatural means "above the natural"‑‑ with it the ORDINARY becomes EXTRAORDINARY, the NATURAL, becomes SUPERNATURAL!

First, we have found that WE DO NOT HAVE THE POWER offered us by God; and second, God WANTS us to have POWER, and now third, "How will that POWER be EVIDENCED?" Let us journey to the book of Acts: “But ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" (1:5). Did you ever hear anyone preach on the baptism of the Holy Ghost? The evidence that the Spirit is not around is very great.

People are saying, I will continue to give out the Word, and leave the results with God. Some say there will be an awakening, and rude will be the awakening.   Not only did the early Church EXPECT results, but they got them. If they didn't get them, they knew that something was wrong with themselves.

The book of Acts is a book that has never been finished. It will go on and on until the Church is taken out of the world. Now, turn with me to Acts 4:30:

"By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that SIGNS AND WONDERS may be done by the name of thy  holy child Jesus." They prayed for visible results! And, they got them! The record shows they got them! They prayed for supernatural wonders.

In the early Church they had persecution. Did they stop soul‑winning? NO! Let us look at verse twenty‑nine, in chapter four:

"And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with ALL BOLDNESS they may speak the word."

"Lord" (despot) meaning, "Sovereign"‑‑ not Master, but “Sovereign God." Here was a group of people who were persecuted, but they said, "We will go to the Sovereign God (despot), the Controller of all things."

So, when we preach and no one is saved, and we say it is not God's will or we would see results, let me tell you, brother, that is just another opiate. Paul got results when he preached (I Thess. 1:5) ‑‑ Not "words only" but POWER! For "the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Pet. 3:9). This means that God wants souls saved: He does not, purpose that anyone perish! 

In Acts 4:29 those people were persecuted, but they expected results. They had asked God to do something which they could not do. THEY EXPECTED RESULTS AND GOT THEM! On the missionary journey recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Acts, they describe "what great things God had done" ‑‑ "With us (dia) INSTRUMENT and THROUGH us" (meta) that is, CHANNEL. All were INSTRUMENTS in the hands of the Spirit of God. They were CHANNELS through which the D1VINE POWER was flowing. They prayed earnestly asking God to do something for them. They believed in the POWER of God. When you don't believe, you won't pray earnestly. Do you expect success?  You won't have it unless you believe and pray earnestly. Judson said he never pray​ed earnestly four anything and failed to get it!

My brother, we ought to see SIGNS AND MIRACLES today! We ought to see FRUIT! We ought to have POWER! When we start expecting results, we are going to get results.

I never intend to preach again without giving an invitation. I have no right to do it. What are we doing today? Feeding the saints? We should be finding the lost. We should be soul‑winners! Jesus Christ will teach us in the King​dom.

"And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach us all his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:3).

If it was the purpose of God to "feed the saints" only, He would take His Church Home, and Jesus would teach them from His Throne. Yes, Jesus is going to teach us the Word! The Church is not for the purpose of teaching only, but is for soul‑winning, and that FIRST! I will prove it.

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is long‑suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (II Pet. 3:9). "The Lord is not slack (late to school ‑ tardy) concerning his promise (to return) as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE. (II Pet. 3:9)

What holds the Lord Jesus in the sky today? It is for the reason that there are still souls to be saved, but the Church is "feeding and stuffing the saints." But, my brother, it is SOUL‑WINNING, SOUL‑WINNING THAT HOLDS JESUS IN THE SKY TODAY! There are sinners who are perishing! Christ is interested in the souls that are lost! The SHEPHERD leaves the ninety and nine that have BEEN SAVED AND ARE SAFE, and seeks out that poor bleating sheep on the mountain! But, we have turned it around. THE CHURCH is feeding the ninety and nine, and has left that poor sheep that is lost on the mountain to die alone! The Lord never did tell the sinner to come to the church, but the Lord has commanded the Church to go after the sinner! "Go out into the highways and hedges, and COMPEL them to come in." (Luke 12:23)  And brother, the sinner is not going to come to the church until he sees something in the life of the Christian that is supernatural! He sees the natural all about him.  He will be attracted to the supernatural only! Our Master's command is "GO!" Are you "GOING?"‑‑ and "COMPELLING" sinners to COME in?

Where is the POWER today?  I say again, the only thing that holds the Lord Jesus in the sky today is the sinner.  When He comes, He must judge him. He wants him to repent and escape Hell, and the Church ought to be doing it! Jesus didn't say that he had come to "feed the saints", but rather, "to seek and to save that which was lost." Jude says the same thing when he warns of apostasy; he tells the Christians what to do in DAYS OF APOSTASY. ARE WE TO GIVE UP SOUL‑WINNING? He says we are to:

(1) Build up ourselves in faith.

(2) Pray in the Holy Ghost.

(3j Keep ourselves in God's love.

(4) Look for mercy when Christ appears.

(5) AND OTHERS SAVE BY PULLING THEM OUT OF THE FIRE!

We do numbers 1‑4, and forget 5!   We make our own "calling and election sure," and forget that we are our brother's keeper! THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH AS GIVEN IN THE BOOK  OF  ACTS IS  NOT   “feed the  saint,"  but GO AFTER THE SINNER. "They went everywhere preaching the Word. The Lord would have been back long ago, I believe, if the Church had been carrying on His program, winning the sinner! Paul expected Him soon. The First Century Christians believed He would return immediately, and in their own life‑time. (I Thess. 1:9‑10; Heb. 10:25; James 5:8‑9 and Phil. 3:20‑21).

"The restless millions wait the Light

            Whose dawning maketh all things new.

Christ also waits, but men are slow and late,

            Have we done what we could?  Have I?  Have you?

While we wait here in this buildings people are dying who have never heard of Jesus. In the book of Acts we read how all people went out, men and women, preaching the Word of God. "You say, "If we would do that today, people wouldn't receive us."  But, my brother, the sooner we get back to God and do something about this word, "POWER," the sooner we will be living like God wants us to.

"But ye shall receive POWER, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and YE SHALL BE WITNESSES unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8)

The Holy Spirit is NOT GIVEN primarily to cause us to speak in tongues,  to shout,  and to roll on the floor. Am I right?  Sure! What is He given for?  To give us POWER to do the job God wants us to do-- DIVINE POWER  ALONE CAN DO THIS JOB!  We are to win the sinner by our testimony and the POWER of the Holy Spirit.

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord is one place.

"And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

"And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them" (Acts 2:1‑3).

"‑‑we do hear them SPEAK in our tongues the WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD" (Acts 2:11).

"THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD"‑ result of the Holy Spirit when He same upon that bunch. The result was FLAMING TONGUES, and the Spirit gave them utterance! I am talking about POWER from heaven. There was a great change that took place, and there was POWER. The weak disciples are not the same who fled when Jesus was arrested! They fear NOTHING! Why the change? "Filled with the Holy Spirit and POWER." When He fills, "The righteous are bold as a lion." NOT COWARDS! And when they were set on fire "men were pricked in their hearts and cried, “What must we do?” This is conviction!

My brother, God is still waiting today, but there is trouble on the line. 
God has POWER for us. There were three thousand souls saved. They ware speaking "THE WONDERFUL WORKS OF GOD." I ask you, "Is God any different today than in the days of the book of Acts? Let us look at the results now. What happened?

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). When the POWER is with us, God works! We will see results. WHEN GOD WORKS, TERROR COMES INTO THE HEARTS OF SINNERS. When Moses came down from the mount, his face was shining and Israel was afraid of him. Why?  He had been in Divine Presence. There is something about the DIVINE PRESENCE that strikes terror to the unsaved, and brings a serious attitude in the Christian's heart. We will quit playing when POWER comes.  AND WE ARE  PLAYING WHILE SINNERS ARE PLUNGING DOWN TO HELL, UNWARNED!

God is able to shake this town, but He will not do it until a bunch of Christians hold on to Him until He does.

Let us look again at the Word of God: "And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart." (Acts 2:46). ALWAYS AT IT!  GOD BLESSING!

In the second chapter of Acts we have noted the coming of the Day of Pentecost, when "they with one accord in one place" ‑‑ all filled with the Spirit as a result of prayer.

"And when they had prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and they spake the word of God with boldness.

"And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own;

"And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was upon them all.

"Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold." (Acts 4:31‑34).

Who says not to pray for the Holy Spirit? You can call it sin if you want to, but they got results, brother! You've got to live your own life before God according to the Word.  Don't let anyone read your Bible for you! As a result of their being filled on the Day of Pentecost, there was POWER!

"And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

"And with great POWER gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all." (Acts 4:32,33) Note the words, “GREAT POWER," "GREAT GRACE." You have heard of GRACE Church, but have you ever heard of GREAT GRACE Church? Many times the sinner comes to church, but doesn't  see any grace. If you have a church on fire for God, it will draw men like a magnet!  There is nothing like continual salvation at the altar to draw people to God's house!

These people PRAYED and God sent POWER. He gave them POWER in their lives; they went out and witnessed, salvation came; they had FRUIT, because they had the POWER in their lives. That is God's way! That is God's plan!

But people are saying, "These are days of apostasy; God is not willing to save sinners." My brother, that is a lie out of the pit of Hell!  God is "NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE." (II Pet. 3:9)

The Devil is back of this discouragement of our churches in soul‑winning! Let us pray, confess sin, agonize for souls and ask for His Spirit, and go out to earnestly seek them.

"If ye then, being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly father GIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THEM THAT ASK HIM?"

If we go out and earnestly seek them, then God will do HIS part in filling and supplying the DIVINE POWER that will raise dead sinners to life and salvation.

Let us: "EXPECT GREAT THINGS OF GOD AND ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS FOR GOD!"

As we walk with Him who continually pours His POWER into us. (Phil. 4:13)

With "ALL POWER BEING CONTINUALLY  EMPOWERED (Col.1:11)  and using "THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER FOR US!"   (Eph. 1:19)

Is Paul’s prayer for you and me; is MY prayer for you and me, and I trust  YOUR prayer is for you and me!
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