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Acts 1:8

I am speaking today to Christians. God wants to bless us but He can do it only as we are filled with His Holy Spirit. Nothing is more important in Christian service than to realize this truth. W need power for service, the power of the Holy Spirit.

We know this is true because Jesus Himself needed the Holy Spirit. Study the Spirit of God in the life of Jesus, and you will see that through His entire life He depended upon the Spirit.

His Birth

When He was born, it was the Holy Spirit Who conceived Him in the womb of His mother. Jesus had no earthly father. Joseph was not His father. The angel Gabriel was sent down to the virgin girl and he said unto her, "The power of the highest shall overshadow you and that Holy Thing which is born of you shall be called the Son of God." So it was the Holy Spirit Who begat Him in the womb of the virgin. There we have the holy conception of our Blessed Lord. His pure birth, His conception by the Holy Spirit. How important it is to realize this. Jesus Christ was God Incarnate absolutely pure, spotless, undefiled, holy perfect.

We do not read much about our Lord’s life until He began His marvelous ministry. There is only a brief account of Him as a lad of twelve in the temple, and another very brief record of His obedience to His parents. Then we see Him at the age of thirty when He began His ministry. Here we see unmistakably that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, God manifest in the flesh, needed the power of the Holy Spirit to anoint Him for service. In any service for the Living God, there will never be the power, the fullness, the victory, the blessing, until you have what God wants you to have‑--the constant empowering of the Holy Spirit.

His Baptism

Jesus was baptized and inaugurated for His glorious work on earth at the Jordan River. John the Baptist heard the Voice of the Father saying, "This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased." Then the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descended upon the Lord Jesus, Even Jesus needed to have the Spirit come upon Him in His ministry.

Friends, whatever we do, we need the Spirit of God. Every morning we ought to get down on our knees and pray, "God, fill me with Thy Holy Spirit to do the things Thou wouldst have me do this day." How much of our lives is lived without the power of the Spirit! How many times our lives are absolutely worthless to Him, because without the Spirit our lives are contrary to God, disobedient to God! How many times, by our actions and words, our lives are far from what they ought to be as children of God! When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, our speech will be spiritual, our actions will be spiritual, and people will perceive that we have been with Jesus, even as people perceived it in the early apostles. The Holy Spirit within us makes a great difference.

His Temptation

The Lord Jesus needed the Holy Spirit not only at the outset, but all through His ministry. When He went into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, He was full of the Spirit, and because He was filled, He met those great temptations in perfect victory.

Do you know why Christians slip? They do not have the power to keep from slipping. They do not have the power of the Holy Spirit. You and I haven't any power to conquer temptation! We are all cut from the same pattern, the same cloth. We are all descendants of Adam. We all have a wicked heart within us, and we need the power of God to overcome when we are tested and tempted in life. Only from the Holy Spirit can we get that power. When Christians slip, it is because of their lack of power. Jesus met all the temptations of the devil successfully because He had the power of the Spirit of God.

His Ministry

Jesus needed the power of the Spirit for his ministry. Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, went into Galilee and throughout all the region and taught in the synagogues and was glorified of all. Jesus had a tremendous ministry! Why was He successful? Why did the multitudes throng Him? Because He was filled with the Spirit of God. He had the power from God to meet their needs.

His Atoning Work

In the Book of Hebrews it is written that through the Eternal Spirit He offered Himself without spot to God. That means that when He died on the cross, it was the Holy Spirit of God that took that sacrifice of the Lord Jesus into the Father's Presence, the evidence of His glorious crucifixion, the blood of the Lamb of God shed for the sins of the world. It was through the Spirit that He was able to go through the agony of Gethsemane and on to the cross. It was through the Spirit that He was able to endure the agony of the crucifixion, hanging there those six bloody hours in extreme anguish. It was through the Spirit that He offered Himself, without spot, to God. The Spirit of God was the outstanding characteristic in the life of Jesus.

For Holiness

In Romans the first chapter, we read that Jesus Christ was proved to be the Son of God, or demonstrated to be the Son of God, by the Spirit of HOLINESS.  The absolute holiness in the life of Jesus  made everybody know that He was from God. Oh, how Christians need the Spirit of Holiness? Do people know that we walk with God? Do people know that we are His people? The world today needs Christians who will live the holy life and walk with God. Everybody who saw Jesus saw a life such as they had never seen before. It was Other‑Worldly It was so pure, so clean, so sweet, so loving, so spiritual, so holy. Think of a life so absolutely pure and spiritual that they said, "He has the spirit of holiness.” “He is a holy man.” Christian, nothing greater than that could ever be said of you.

The other day a man was talking to me about another man, and he said, “He's just as clean as a hound's tooth.” Now that isn't elegant language, but I knew what he meant. It was a tribute. God help us to be clean! God help us to be holy! If Jesus Christ, being absolutely perfect, needed the Holy Spirit, how much MORE do we. The only way is to submit our lives to the Holy Spirit.

Prophets Of Old

In the Old Testament we read of the prophets of God needing the Spirit of God. We read that the Spirit of God came upon Gideon, that the Spirit of God came upon Samuel, that the Spirit of God came upon Samson ,that the Spirit of God spake through David, and on down the line of Old Testament men of God.

Bible

Why do we have this Bible today? Because the Spirit of God, the Author, spoke through those men of old and they wrote down the words, these Holy Words, the Words of God. Only through the Holy Spirit do we have this Book today.

Peter

Then you remember Peter, standing at Pentecost with great boldness and preaching until 3,000 souls were saved! And not long after that, he stood with holy boldness while his very life was being threatened and said, "You are guilty of the very blood of the Lord Jesus Christ!" Where did Peter get that boldness? You know, it wasn't very long before that time that Peter denied that he even knew Jesus! He cursed and swore because a little woman said, “You were with the Galilean," and Peter denied it and said he didn't even know the man. How do you account for the change that came over Peter in those few intervening days? The answer is the Holy Spirit. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon Peter and he had a courage he never knew before! Now he could stand before the whole Sanhedrin, the court that could take his life, and say to them, "You are guilty of the blood of the Son of God!" When we have the fullness of the Holy Spirit, it won't be hard to witness for Christ.

Paul

Why was Paul's life so wonderful?  You remember how Paul was stoned at Lystra and dragged out of the city to die.  If most of us had been stoned because of our stand for Christ, we'd have quit the ministry in a hurry! We'd have quit being a Christian. We'd have said, "Well, if that's what it means to be a Christian, I'll not be one." But not Paul! He got up and went right on preaching again.  Why? He was a Spirit‑filled man. You can't stop a Spirit-filled man! Not even with stone. Nothing can stop him!  Death can't stop a Spirit‑filled man. Paul went right on, through stoning, through ship‑wreck, through imprisonment, through persecution. His back was black and blue and covered with blood, having received forty‑stripes‑less‑one, three dif​ferent times in his life. Scourged, almost to death! Torn, almost limb from limb!  If you and I had been ship‑wrecked for the sake of God and the vessel had gone down and we spent a whole day and night in the raging sea, by ourselves, in that dark, dangerous, fearful hour, we'd have said, "I'm not going to be a mis​sionary any more. I'm not going to be a Christian, if that's what I've got to go through!" But Paul? He went right on! Finally they took off his head!  What kept Paul going? The Holy Spirit of God. You haven't been through such sufferings as Paul, and yet maybe you've quit, or want to quit. Look out, Chris​tian! Don't quit! There is power for you, the power of the Blessed Holy Spirit. God wants you to have it. He wants you to have power to go through all difficulties, all trials, power to remain steadfast and true and faithful, power to be fruitful for Him! He wants you to have victory, right on through to the end! You say, "How can I have it?" By being filled with the Holy Spirit through prayer. There is no other way. If you are not praying, that is why you are weak. You are not praying? That is why you have no power, and want to quit. God wants us to be filled with the Spirit, for blessing and power in service!

Pentecost

In the fourth chapter of Acts we read of a tremendous thing. A group of Christians came together. They prayed, and the very place was shaken. They were filled with the power of the Holy Ghost and they began to speak the Word of God with boldness and with great power that gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all!

Oh, beloved, when will our churches have such power? When will our communities have such power and thousands of souls come to know God When we pray earnestly and the Holy Spirit comes upon us, and we go out and witness in the power of the Spirit.

Recently I was in a church, a church that has been mightily blessed of God. One of the men came to me at the close of one of our services, and he said, "Preacher, we are not what we used to be. We have stopped praying. We do not have the agony in prayer that we used to have, the longing to see souls saved. We do not have the burden for prayer that we used to have. Our men don't meet the way they used to meet. In the old days, the women of the church would meet in one room and pray and cry to God, and the men would meet in another room and pray and cry to God, and the power of God fell! We would go into the church service and God would line the altars with precious souls coming to Him!"

Friends, we can be as near to God as we want to be. We can have as deep a Christian life as we want to have, for God will give the Spirit to an earnest, praying soul. An earnest, praying church will be blessed. It is when people stop praying and stop depending on the Spirit of God that a spiritual lethargy comes over us. Oh, God have mercy on us! God wants us to be constantly empowered by the Holy Spirit, for blessing, and for service. He says, "Be ye filled with the Spirit."

I don't know how you feel about it, friends, but I'd rather die than be without the power of the Holy Spirit! Let everyone of us today go and kneel alone before God, shut‑in in the secret place, and cry to Him, "God, fill me, fill ME, with the Holy Spirit."

Will you do it?
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