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Hebrews 3:7 and Proverbs 27:1

I am reading to you from Hebrews, the third Chapter, and verse seven. "Where​fore as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye hear his voice, harden not your hearts as in the provocation, in the day of temp​tation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, they do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I swear in my wrath, they shall not enter into my rest. Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God." Verse 17: "But with whom was he grieved forty years? Was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness? And to whom swear he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief." My text is verse seven. "The Holy Ghost saith, Today."

May we bow our heads once more for a word of prayer. Father, we thank Thee tonight for this great audience gathered together, prec​ious eternity‑bound souls. We may never meet again just like this, Lord. We pray that the spirit of God will make us real​ize the urgency of the matter of sal​vation of our souls, that we will look after our souls, Father, that we will put first things first, that we will seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteous​ness and all other things will be added unto us. We pray that the unsaved will come to the Lord Jesus and be saved with an eternal salvation for we ask it in Jesus' name. Amen.

Now there are two texts to which I want to call your attention. Hebrews 3:1‑"The Holy Ghost saith, today." Proverb 27:1‑“Boast not thyself of to​morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth." God tells us not to boast about tomorrow. Men do boast about tomorrow. They say, "I am going to do so and so tomorrow. Next week I am planning to do so and so." Now, a man who is wise will agree with the Holy Ghost and make plans for his salvation immediately. The foolish man will delay his salvation. He will let other things come between him and the most import​ant thing‑--the salvation of his soul. That we ought not to delay is evident from James 4:13. James says, "Go to, now, ye people who say we are going into such and such a city and buy and sell and get gain. Ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your Life? Is it a vapor that appeareth for a little time then vanisheth away. For ye ought to say, If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that."

Now what is James saying? He is saying that we ought not to boast about what we are going to do on the morrow, but should consult God about the matter and say, "If the Lord wills," and remem​ber the fact that at any moment He may call us! We should say, “ If I am alive, I am going to do this next week," and so on. To make plans and LEAVE GOD OUT is silly! Many a man has planned to do something on the morrow and never lived to see that day. He should say, "I am planning tomorrow to do such and such things, if the Lord wills. I am planning a certain thing for next week, if the Lord wills." I am to say, "I am planning to go to a certain city and begin a revival there, if the Lord wills." I may be dead before that revival meeting time ever comes around. This old heart could stop tonight while I am sleeping in my bed. Some accident may occur on my way home. If the Lord wills, I have plans for the future. You friends have some plans for the future. You busi​ness men have plans for next week and next month, but we all ought to say, "IF THE LORD WILLS." I am going to do this or that." God may not will. We may not be on this earth. He may call us into eternity. It takes only a few seconds to die, and we all ought to in​clude the Lord's will when we make plans for the morrow.

A man who is wise and intelligent will agree with the Holy Ghost and regard the salvation of his soul as the most vital business. The foolish man will disagree with the Holy Ghost and put this matter off until he has LOST his soul! "The Holy Ghost saith TODAY:" Not to​morrow, not next week, not next year, but TODAY. Look after the interest of your soul! Today! Today!

There are five reasons I want to give you why the Holy Ghost says TODAY. The first reason is that your soul is Lost. God says that! The Holy Ghost begs men to come. The Holy Ghost urges men to come, commands men to come, be​cause they are lost. Pick up the Epistle to the Romans, which is a great study on Salvation. It is the greatest book on salvation that you have. Oh, the sins that you read about in chapter one of the Epistle to the Ro​mans! If you want a catalogue of sins that were going on in Rome 2,000 years ago, you just read Romans one, and you will find out.

In chapter two we read about religious SINNERS judging other people that are doing the same things they do. Oh, what hypocrisy it is! A preacher told me the other day that in his church there were deacons who cursed. He said, "We can​ not have a revival as long as the deacons in the church are cursing." The other day my daughter pointed out to me a man who was an elder in a church but was running a liquor store. That man is going to Hell with all the rest of the wicked crowd, and he is inside the church door! Religious sinners, having religion, but never a change in their lives whatso​ever! Paul condemns us all when he cries out and says, "There is none right​eous, no, not one; There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofit​able: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips." "And the way of peace have they not known; there is no fear of God be​fore their eyes. Now we know that what things so ever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law; that EVERY mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." (Rom. 3:10‑19). Guilty before God! You may not be guilty before man, but if you are not a CHRISTIAN, you are GUILTY before God. You are guilty of sins against God and some day there is coming judgment. You are a lost soul and the wrath of God is on your head because of sin. Friends, Hell is just beneath your feet! There is only a heartbeat between you and hell, and if you are wise, you will get out of that lost condition before it is too late. No wonder the Holy Ghost says, today!

When the terrible Winecoff Hotel fire took place in Atlanta, somehow that hor​rible tragedy overwhelmed me for a few days. I checked up on it.  I saw the horror of it. One night I could not sleep and I said, "God, people laugh at me preaching on Hell, and yet, the flames of the Winecoff Hotel were so terrible that men would leap out of the tenth story and be splattered on the pavement below rather than be lost in those flames." I tell you FIRE must be an awful thing if men will jump ten stories to get out of the flames and crash on the pavement below. There are flames in Hell. The rich man cried out, "I am tormented in this flame." He was not joking. But, I tell you; it was little compared to what is waiting for you who reject Jesus Christ as your Savior, when your heart stops beating. Some pictures of the Winecoff fire were never put in the papers! Pictures of men lying in their beds, their bodies melted from the in​tense heat. You say that is gruesome. You may say that is horrible. Think about Hell, brother! That Winecoff fire is over, but think about Hell that will never be over. The day following the fire my boy and girl went down with my wife and there were the police hold​ing the people back. One policeman said to my boy as he slipped up to him (you know how a boy can befriend a police​man). "See up there, son?" and he pointed to a corner of the building five flights up, by the alley‑way, "See that arm stick​ing out?" He said, "Yes sir," There was an arm in the window. What ever happened to that body nobody ever knew. Just an arm blasted from a body in that horrible fire that night. My brother is the vice‑president of the Black And White Cab Company in Atlanta. He was called out about two o'clock to that horrible fire. He took along his wife and chil​dren. His wife said she stood there transfixed in horror as person after per​son leaped down into that back alley, to their death. Finally she had to go away for a month. It almost upset her reason. It almost took her mind. I tell you right now, that was a sample of Hell. Hell is worse than that. Multiply that ten million times and you still haven't Hell. No mind can imagine what an awful thing it is to be lost.

I was talking to an undertaker, a friend of mine, and I said, "Were you in any of the work after the Winecoff fire?" He said, "I was. You know, in the early morning hours I was picking up some bodies, and all of a sudden, as I was reaching down to pick up a body, a body whizzed past me and spattered on the pavement. I had to leave that place be​cause bodies were falling all around me, raining down like water." I said, "Tell me, what was it like?" He stopped and looked at me and said, "Jesse, I can't think about it. I absolutely haven't the vocabulary to tell you about that horrible night." I said in my heart, "God, I know something worse. Souls are dy​ing without the Lord Jesus Christ and going to the Flames."

No wonder the Holy Ghost saith today No wonder the Holy Ghost begs you, yes, commands you, to come TODAY. With​out Christ, your soul is lost. That is the first reason.  Now the second reason the Holy Ghost says today is that God has made a way of salvation. Nobody has to go to Hell.  It is a matter of personal choice. God has opened the way for every soul. I read in the Bible, "Whereby is GIVEN UNTO US such exceeding great and pre​cious promises that BY THESE we might become partakers of the divine nature.  I read in this Bible, "Look unto ME and be SAVED all the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is none else." I read in my Bibles, "As many as received Him to them gives he power to become SONS OF GOD, even to them that BE​LIEVE ON HIS NAME." I read in this Bible of James saying, "Him that COM​ETH TO ME I will in no wise cast out.”  I read in this Bible that Jesus said, "If ye confess me before men, I will confess you before the father and before the Holy angels." And yet, in spite of these gracious promises, in spite of God's already prepared salvation, men neglect it, and abhor it, and cast it aside, and choose to plunge on into that awful Hell with its terrible flames.

I read in the twenty‑second chapter of Matthew that when a man is sentenc​ed to hell, he is speechless. There is nothing to say. Why? Because he has turned down God's prepared salvation. One lady said to me that if she went to hell she would have no one to blame but herself. That is true. Anybody who goes to Hell has nobody to blame but himself. God has already done every​thing He can do to keep you out of Hell. He loved you and gave His Son to die FOR you. He has given you a Bible to read. He has given you preachers to preach His Word, and the Holy Ghost to convict you, and opportunities innumerable for you to accept His son as your Saviour. But still you are a lost soul. You have heard hundreds of sermons perhaps, and still you remain lost. Brother, God tells you what to do and He will save you. If you don't do it you can never be saved.

Remember Naaman the leper who came to the great prophet of God and said, "I want to be healed of my leprosy." The prophet commanded him to go and dip in the Jordan River seven times, and then he would be healed of his leprosy. He turned away with disgust as if to say, "The very idea. I know of a river that is larger than the Jordan and not nearly so muddy. I can take a bath there, instead, any time I please." He went out and he wasn't going to do what the prophet commanded. Rather than obey, he chose to be a leper and let the flesh rot off his bones. His servant came up to him and said, in effect, "Master, if the prophet had asked you to do something hard, you would have done it. It is a very simple thing to take a bath seven times in the Jordan. Why don't you try it and see what happens?" So Naaman went down to the Jordan and he dipped one time and came up. The leprosy was still there. He dipped again and came up. There was the leprosy. The third, fourth, fifth and sixth times. When he came up, his flesh was like that of a little child. Naaman was healed. When he did what the prophet of God commanded, he was made clean, but not until then. And you will be saved, brother, only when you do what God tells you to do, and not until then.

You do not need "more feeling" to be saved. You do not need "more conviction." If you are not saved, it isn't because God won't save you. The reason you are not saved is that you are not willing to accept JESUS CHRIST as your Saviour. Christ died in vain, so far as you are concerned. Your church can't save you. Your Lodge can't save you. (Many a man belongs to a lodge that doesn't belong to the church. I am not speaking against your secret orders, but they cannot save you). You are without Christ, and He alone is Salvation.

I was visiting at the Grady Hospital not long ago and saw a man being wheeled to the operating room. He was groaning and crying, "God, have mercy on me!" I wanted to stop and say, "Brother, how long has it been since you called upon God? Do you wait till you are in torment and in trouble before you call upon the Lord?" Everybody calls upon God when they are in trouble, but they don't do it when things are going well.  It isn’t right to take the Blessings He gives, yet ignore God. When you are stricken down, whipped and whining, you beg God to "have mercy on your soul." Brother, when I get sick I want Jesus to be with me. I want Him to go into that operating room with me when I have to go. Will YOU be without Christ in sickness and in death? I cannot imagine any agony like the agony of a soul that dies with no Saviour.

I saw a woman die not long ago. She was an elderly lady. I was there when she called her husband. She kissed him good‑bye, then he stepped back. She called her children and kissed them goodbye, and they stepped back. The doctor at her side bade her good‑bye, and they stepped back. I had prayer with her and I stepped back. She went out alone to meet God. I said "alone;" but thank God, she was not alone. She was a Christian. Jesus was with her. If you reject Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you will die alone except for the demons of hell that will be there with the Devil to meet you. I will take Christ!  Friends, you will be without Christ in sickness and in death. You will be without Christ in Judgment. One day you are going to stand before the judge, who is the Living God! The books are all going to be opened and you will be standing right there. You will not have anything to say when you are sentenced. You will be without excuse at the judgment bar of God. He will read out every sin in your wasted life, every evil thought and deed, every evil word, that thing you did in secret that your wife didn't know anything about, but God knew all about it, the whole sorry, dirty, rotten picture is written down in the books. Then the Son of God Himself turns and looks in the Lamb's Book of Life, and your name isn't there. You will look to Jesus with the nail wounds in his hands, but He will turn away and you will be led away to Hell. You rejected the Saviour all your life and it was recorded in Heaven. The Saviour can't do you any good over there.

You didn't confess Him before me. He can't confess you up there. You denied Him down here and He must deny you up there. You treated Him that way down here and he must treat you that way up there. Listen, think about this matter: You will be without Christ for Eternity! There will be absolutely no chance for salvation. Nothing but a remorseful, endless eternity, and nothing to rid your conscience of those bitter memories of your wasted life. No hope ahead of you, and nothing behind you but a wasted life.  I tell you right now, it is an awful thing to be without Christ. That is your condition, brother, sister, man, woman, boy or girl, if you have not taken Christ.  Your time is short to get ready for eter​nity. In First Corinthians, Chapter 7, Paul says, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, the time is short. Let those that have wives be as though they had none. Let those that weep be as though they weep not, those that rejoice as though they rejoice not, those that buy as though they possessed not, those that use this world as not abusing it."

Now what is Paul saying? He is say​ing don't let your husband or wife keep you from walking with God. They can't help you when you come to die. Don't let sorrow keep you from God. Some people let a sorrow make them hate God. Don't let any great joy keep you from walking with God. Don't let business keep you from walking with God. Don't let possessions keep you from walking with God. Jesus Christ tells of the rich young ruler who valued his possessions more than his own soul. Possessions? Naked we come into this world, and nak​ed we are going out. Paul said, "Those as using this world as not abusing it." One night in a revival meeting a great evangelist was preaching. Sitting at the back of the auditorium was a young man greatly convicted. The boy trembled, but he would not yield. Finally the boy said, "I won't come tonight, but tomorrow night I will go to the evangelist's room and I will accept Jesus as my Saviour. The next morning, when his mother went to arouse him, she found him dead. He had waited too late! He could have come that night, but he didn't know that his TIME WAS SHORT, less than twenty-​four hours.

"Hendley," you say, "you are trying to scare us." I am preaching God's Book, that is all. I am telling you FACTS. No one can deny the logic of what I am bringing to you tonight. Truth is Truth.

Why does the Holy Ghost say Today? Because you are lost.

Why does the Holy Ghost stay Today? Because God has provided a way of sal​vation.

Why does the Holy Ghost say Today? Because you are without Christ.

Why does the Holy Ghost say Today? Because the time is short.

Why does the Holy Ghost say Today? Because this may be the last opportunity you will ever have to accept Christ as your Saviour and Lord.  One day a sculp​tor was taking a group of friends through his studio, and showed them the statue of a man with a handkerchief over his face and wings on his feet. Someone asked him what he called the picture. The sculptor replied that he called it "Op​portunity." He was asked why he had put the handkerchief over the face, and he answered, "Because we seldom see Op​portunity when it approaches." "Why do you put wings on the feet?" "Because Opportunity is soon gone."

How many opportunities have come your way and have gone? Hundreds of times you could have received Christ, yet you have cast every opportunity aside. Who knows--‑you may never have another chance to receive Christ after this hour. Why? Because Death may meet you suddenly, more suddenly than you dream.

Dr. Len G, Broughton was a great preacher in Atlanta, the founder of the Baptist Tabernacle and of the Georgia Baptist Hospital. One night he was preaching under a tent along the same line that I am preaching. A young man sitting with a group of friends in the back cursed and started to leave. "I don't ever want to hear a preacher again," he said. He walked away from that tent, and before he had gone two blocks, he grabbed his stomach and began groaning. He fell down at the curb and someone ran for a doctor. By the time the doctor came that boy had died. That happened within 30 minutes after he had said, "I don't ever want to hear a preacher again." He didn't know that his time was so short. He didn't know that Death was so near to him.

Let me tell you a true story. One day a woman called me with agony in her voice and said, "My husband is lying yonder in Wesley Memorial Hospital. He is dying, unsaved, and I want you to go and talk to him about his soul." Wesley Memorial Hospital was nine miles from my home, but because of the agony in her voice and his lost soul I said I would go. When I got off the elevator and went to the door of his room, there was a sign reading "No Visitors,” I rapped at the door and a trained nurse came. I asked if I could see this man and she said she was sorry but I could not see him. It was doctor's orders that he have no visitors. I said, "Nurse, his wife call​ed me and told me he was not prepared to die. He will soon be in Hell. Nurse, I would like to talk to him for just a minute." She spoke more firmly. She said, "I'm sorry, sir, but it is doctor's orders and you cannot see him." I said, "Nurse, are you a Christian?" She said, "Yes, I am a Christian." I said, "Nurse, this man is lost. He doesn't have Jesus. He is not saved. If that heart stops beat​ing he will be in the fire of Hell forever and ever. Nurse, please let me talk to him for just a minute, please." She said, "Sorry, sir. Doctor's orders. You can't see him." I turned away with a heavy heart, and walked away. This man had had a thousand opportunities. He had heard a thousand sermons and dashed every one of them to the ground. Now sudden death cuts him dawn. There he lays unconscious and dying without Jesus, and a doctor refuses even a minister to go in and lead him to Jesus. There he DIES IN HIS SINS.

Beloved, your time may be short. Death may meet you suddenly. The Spirit may forever leave your heart. God says, "My Spirit will not always strive with man."  There comes a time when the Spirit stops striving. What if the Spirit should never strive with you after this hour? Dr. George W. Truitt (that great man of God now in heaven) was at church one day in his early years with a friend nam​ed Jim. George gave his heart to Jesus that night. He went back to his friend, Jim and said, "Jim, I want you to give your heart to Jesus. I don't know how to lead you to Christ, but I want you to come to Him and give your heart to Him." Jim said, "Not tonight, George."  George urged him to come, and Jim be​came a little angry and said, "Not to​night, George. If I feel this way tomorrow, I’ll come tomorrow night." George went to him a third time and Jim firmly refused and said, "No! Not to​night, George. I'll come tomorrow night, if I still feel this way. I'll come tomorrow night." George went away with a burdened heart. The next day Jim was not a school and that night he wasn't at church. George became anxious about him. He went to his home to inquire about his absence, and found Jim seriously ill, in delirium, crying out, "Not to​night, George! Not tonight! Not to​night, George, not tonight!" All efforts to try to reach that boy's mind and heart were in vain. He died unsaved, crying out, "Not tonight, not tonight!" He had refused to accept God's Son as his Sav​iour, and it had been GOD'S LAST CALL to his soul!

Unsaved friend, don't take any chances with your eternal soul! Settle the ques​tion now. Accept Christ as your Saviour, and be saved NOW. The Holy Ghost saith TODAY.
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