THE HOLY CITY
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Revelation 21 & 22

The Eternal Home of the Redeemed

The history of man on earth began in a Garden and will end in a City. Before God created the universe, He had a plan for man, the crown of His creation. He would build a Holy City, where He could have perfect fellowship with those who loved Him.

But Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden and plunged the entire human race into sin. God therefore gave His Son Jesus a job to do: in one word, redemption. He came into the world 2,000 years ago to do the Father's will‑to redeem a world of sinners.

That doesn't mean He came just to save sinners from hell. That was only part of the job. He did deal with sin, when He died on the cross in every sinner's place. Then He came back from the dead, ascended to heaven, and later sent His Holy Spirit into the world to in​vite people to come to Christ and be saved.

Jesus will come again to clean up this world, and He will not stop until He has put all enemies beneath His feet, even death itself. Then He will come to the Father and say, "Mis​sion accomplished." He will deliver the kingdom to God, subject Himself to the Father throughout eternity as His Son, and God shall be all and in all (1 Corinthians 15:24‑28).

Our blessed Lord has a terrific job to do, but He will finish it. At the end of this age, He will descend from heaven to take the Church out of this world. The saved who have died will be resurrected, and those who are alive will be caught up together with them in the air to be forever with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16‑18).

Then follows the 7‑year tribulation period on earth. We will come back with the Lord at the end of that time. And that's the beginning of the Millennium, when we will be reigning with Christ on this earth (Revelation 20:4). After He has ruled with an iron‑rod rule for 1,000 years, He will release the devil from his prison where he has been locked up for the thousand years (Revelation 20:7‑8).

Satan will go abroad over the face of the earth, and he will find a great multitude of people who never did love Jesus Christ, even though they were under His authority as He ruled literally from the city of Jerusalem over the entire earth. The devil will gather these people together and instigate a great rebellion against Christ and His people and will surround the saints at Jerusalem (v.9).

Then God will destroy him. Fire will come down out of heaven. Satan will be cast into the

lake of fire, where the beast (the Antichrist) and the false prophet have been for a thousand years. The devil will be there forever (v.10). That is the end of Satan's activity, and the end of the last rebellion against God.

At that point the second resurrection will take place. There is no such thing as a general resurrection. God will not raise the unsaved with the saved. At the resurrection of the unsaved, the souls who are in hell today will come up out of hell. Their bodies will come out of the graves, and their souls will be reunited with their bodies. They will stand in judgment before the Great White Throne and will be condemned to spend eternity without Christ.

The Judge will be Christ Himself. The books will be brought out, revealing the record of all the evil words, thoughts, and deeds of the unsaved. Their names will not be found in the Book of Life. They will be cast into the lake of fire, where the devil, the Antichrist, and the false prophet are (vv.10,15).

One of Two Places‑Where Will You Be?

The majority of people on earth are without Christ and without God, and they are going to spend eternity with the devil. I don't want that, and I don't think you do. Everybody in the world will spend eternity in one of two places: (1) with the Lord in the Holy City if they are saved, or (2) in the lake of fire with the devil and his demons if they are unsaved. We make our choice here and now, which it will be.

After the Great White Throne judgment, God will destroy the present heaven and earth, which have been defiled by sin. God hates sin, so He will do away with every vestige of sin. The great destruction of the heavens and the earth is men​tioned at least three times in the Bible: Isaiah 34:4; Ezekiel 32:7‑8: and it is graphically de​scribed in 2 Peter 3. The heavens will pass away with a thunderous crash, and the elements will melt with fervent heat. The earth and all of its works will be burned up (v.10).

Then God will create new heavens and a new earth in which will dwell nothing but right​eousness (v.13).

In Revelation 21 and 22 we read that John saw the Holy City, which Jesus has gone to prepare. It will come down from God out of heaven like a bride adorned for her husband (21:2). Someone has called it "The Bride's City." John described the Holy City, the eter​nal dwelling place of God's redeemed, and that is what we want to think about in this booklet.

I have spent more time, I suppose, study​ing these last two chapters than any other por​tion of the Bible. I have studied every word, every sentence, digging out everything I could learn from them. T want to sketch for you, very briefly, what God says about this City.

A Description of the City

First of all, the Holy City will be about 1, 500 miles square and about 1,500 miles high (v.16). Have you ever seen a city like that?

God says that surrounding the City will be a wall 200 feet high (v.17). The wall will have 12 gates of pearl, and each gate will bear the name of one of the 12 tribes of Israel (v.12). So all the godly of Israel will be there.

The foundation of the City will be made of precious stones‑not just stones, but precious stones. Read about them. I have looked up the meaning of every one of those precious stones. I have tried to imagine those colors. It will be astonishingly beautiful. There will be every color of the rainbow. There are 12 foundation stones, each bearing the name of one of the 12 apostles of Jesus Christ (v.14). They represent the Church. So all the saved of the Church Age will be there.

The throne of God is in this City. There is a beautiful, broad street 1,500 miles long. It is made of pure gold, as transparent as glass (v.21).

Down the middle of that street, flowing out of the throne of God, which is evidently at the topmost part of the city, will be the river of life. On each side of the river of life is the tree of life. It gives its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for the healing, or health, of the nations (22:1‑2).  This is only a brief sketch of one of the most beautiful pictures the human mind can meditate on. I encourage you to read it and study it until this picture is formed in your mind. You'll say what Abraham said thousands of years ago when God told him about the Holy City. He said, "That's for me." From that time on, he looked and longed for that City whose architect and builder is God (Hebrews 11:10).

Down through the ages, the saints of God haven't seen any city in this world that could attract them or turn them away from the glori​ous City of God that is yet to appear, which John described as coming down from heaven.

I want to go to the Holy City, and I believe you do. I believe you want your loved ones to go there too. Let me tell you why I want to go and live in the new heavens and earth and the Holy City.

Things That Will Not Be There

I want to go to the Holy City because of some of the things that will not be there. John said in Revelation 21:1, "I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away. And there was no more sea." You know that this earth is about three‑fourths water. God says that the wicked are like the troubled sea, churning up its mire. The sea is dangerous, and there will be noth​ing dangerous in the new earth.

Then I want to go there because there will be no tears, no death, no crying, and no pain (v.4). All over this world people are suffering in pain‑physical, mental, and spiritual anguish. There will be none of that in the City of God.

In verses 3 and 4, John said, "And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, `Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away all tears from their eyes. And there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. Neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away."'

I had a 27‑year‑old granddaughter, Cheri, who had cancer of the colon and liver. She had to have an operation. After the surgery, the medical people came out crying. They gave her only 6 months to live, but she lived 14 months‑in indescribable pain. I didn't know there were certain diseases for which medical science cannot stop the pain.

Cheri's husband and her father alternated staying with her at night. She had a vial of morphine strapped to her arm to alleviate the pain, but they were not able to stop it.

The day she died, my daughter called and said, "Daddy, Cheri died a few minutes ago. James and I and the two girls stood by her body, held hands, bowed our heads, and thanked God for giving her to us for 27 years."

Then she said, "Dad, do you think you can bring the funeral message? She was in pain till her last breath. I can understand how people who do not know God complain in cases like this. We don't understand it, but we love God and accept it, and we want people to know we are not bitter but rejoicing that she is in heaven. We'd like for you to bring the funeral message if you can."

I said, "My darling, I have never prayed about anything like this without getting vic​tory." I prayed, and then by the grace of God I preached without shedding a tear. Cheri is out of her pain, for there is no pain in heaven.

The things you and I have known in this present life, which have caused suffering and anguish, will be gone. Wouldn't you like to live in a place where there is no death, no sorrow, no crying, no pain?

Years ago my wife taught a Sunday school class in which there was a woman who had a 6‑year‑old daughter with leukemia. My wife and I went to the hospital to see the child. When I saw the bloated body of that darling lit​tle girl, I had to fight back the tears.

As we left the room, I was wiping my eyes when the mother said to me, "My little girl asked me the other day, 'Mama, I won't be sick in heaven, will IT" She said, "I told her, 'Dar​ling, nobody will be sick in heaven."'

There won't be any sick, twisted, broken bodies in the Holy City. Jesus will put away sickness forever. He came not only to save our souls from hell but also to redeem our bodies from the curse. Our Christ had that big job given to Him, and He will finish it.

A cardiologist used to live next door to us. The time came when he decided to give up his practice and teach. To celebrate this change, some doctors and nurses had a farewell party for him on a Saturday afternoon. They called in a caterer and had a great array of food. Be​cause I was his next‑door neighbor, they in​vited me to come over and say a few words.

After we were through eating, they called on me to speak. There I was addressing all those medical people. So I took my Bible and read from this passage that says there will be no more pain in the Holy City. I looked at those doctors and nurses and said, "I feel a lit​tle bit sorry for you, because in the Holy City you will be out of business."

One of the doctors broke in and said, "Well, we'll be the first ones to be glad of that." Then he paused, looked at me, and grinned. "Preacher," he said, "you're going to be out of business too!"

There will be no more death. I love my job.  I love almost everything about being in the ministry. I know that not everyone can be a preacher, for it is a divine call. God has to give the call. I didn't call myself; God did it. But there is one thing I don't like. I don't like death. I admit it. I never have liked it. And God doesn't like it either. He is going to abolish it. There will be no death in the City of God.

We had a friend who was one of the great​est Christians I've ever known. She would bring lost people to our tent meetings and lead them to Christ. She was a great soul‑winner.

Then one day God called her Home. Some time later, her daughter called me. She was weeping. I asked her what was wrong. She said, "Today I had to do the hardest thing I've ever done in my life. I went to Mother's apart​ment and got rid of her belongings. I know my mother is in heaven, but it still hurts." There will be no death to hurt us in heaven.

There will be no temple there. Revelation 21:22 says, "I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." A temple is the dwelling place of God. I feel sorry for people who have no time for church, a place where God is really present and work​ing in the hearts of the people, because in the Holy City all we're. going to do is worship and serve the Lord.

If people can't stand a Spirit‑filled worship service here, how could they stand the Holy City where we'll worship continually? People who don't enjoy spiritual things here would not enjoy spiritual things there. Character goes to character. If a person doesn't love God, he can't go to heaven and be with God. The whole city will be a place of worship. We will be constantly worshiping God.

Verse 23. "And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and the Lamb is the lamp of it." The glory of God! God is light. In Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). That City will not need electricity. It will not need the sun or the moon. The radiance of the presence of God and Christ will illuminate it.

Verse 25. "And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day, for there shall be no night there." Night is a time of danger and fear. Little children sometimes scream in terror at night. There are places all over our land where I wouldn't go at night because of the danger. There will be no such danger in the City of God.

Verse 27. "And there shall in no way enter into it anything that defiles [makes dirty], nor works an abomination, nor makes a lie." God will not permit any sin in that City. Millions of people love the things God condemns in His Book, so they will not be there.

There won't be any bad books that young people are being forced to read in school. There is an educational philosophy that says we ought to give young minds all sorts of things to read, including literary sewage. There won't be anything like that in the Holy City.

In Revelation 22:3 we read, "There shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and the Lamb shall be in it." A curse is something God has absolutely sworn to destroy. God will de​stroy everything in the human family that is offensive and hurtful to anybody. When God sweeps, His broom sweeps clean. Those things will not be there.

People Who Will Not Be There

I want to go to the Holy City because of some people who will not be there. Please don't mis​understand me. I have spent my life urging people to receive Christ, trying to get them saved and into the Holy City. But I am glad that people who have refused Christ will not be there. If you were to take an unsaved sin​ner from earth and put him in heaven, he would foul up heaven. If you were to put an unsaved person in the Holy City, it would cease to be holy.

In Revelation 21:8 is an eightfold category of people who will not be in the Holy City.

"The fearful." More accurately, "cowards." A person who is cowardly, unwilling to confess Christ as Savior and Lord because he's afraid

of what people might think of him, will not enter that wonderful place. There is no such thing as "a secret believer." True believers stand up for Jesus and confess with their mouth that He is Lord (Romans 10:9‑10) . They love to fellowship with God's people. They fol​low the Lord in baptism, which is a testimony to the world that they once lived apart from Christ but now believe in Him and are living a new life. They are glad to speak for Him any​where and anytime. Cowards have no place in God's City.

"The unbelieving." These are people who do not believe that the Bible is the Word of God, nor do they believe in Christ as the only Savior and Lord.

"The abominable. " People who do vile things. God's eyes travel to and fro throughout the whole earth, beholding the evil and behold​ing the good. He sees the whole picture. People who do wicked things are an abomination to God and cannot enter the Holy City.

"Murderers." What about all the murderers who cut down people mercilessly and have no regard for human life? Some cities are notori​ous for murder. God knows all murderers on the face of the earth, and if they don't repent of their sins and get right with the Lord they will end up in hell. In the Holy City there will never be a mugger lurking in a dark place, ready to stab his victim. Murderers will not go into the City of God.

"Fornicators." Sexual vice is rampant all over the earth. Sex, sex, sex is being portrayed daily on television and in publications. God says that fornicators, adulterers, people living in sexual immorality cannot enter into the Holy City.

"Sorcerers." Who are they? People involved in spiritism, voodooism, devil worship, and the occult. Satanism and witchcraft are increasing all over the world. Millions are being deceived and are following the devil's lies. They will not enter the City of God.

"Idolaters." I have traveled around the world, and I have been in places where entire countries are filled with idols. The people bow down to them and worship them. An idol can​not save anyone's soul. Idols can't do anything for anybody. There will be no idols nor idol​aters in that City.

"All liars." That takes in every one of us, for God's Word says that children go astray from the womb speaking lies (Psalm 58:3). If every liar were to go to hell, nobody would be in heaven, because everyone has been guilty of lying. But those who have repented and trusted Jesus will‑enter the City of God.

None of these people, God says in Revela​tion 21:8, will be in the Holy City. They must repent and trust Christ as their Savior. Unless they do, they will have their part in the lake of fire, which will burn forever and ever. Anyone who dies without Jesus will 

be shut out of the City of God.

Some Things That Will Be There

There will be life in the City of God. In Revela​tion 22:1, John wrote, "And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro​ceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb." A river‑of water of life‑symbol of that eternal, flowing life of God that will be ours throughout the ages of eternity.

When you become a Christian, you no longer need to fear death, which means sepa​ration from God. Jesus said, "He that lives and believes in Me shall never die" (John 11:26). Real death can never touch a child of God. Al​though we may go through the physical transi​tion from this world to the next, which we call death, it cannot harm us. Death cannot touch a child of the living God! It can't put its clammy hands on us.

There is nothing in death that a Christian has to fear, because of what Jesus Christ has done for us! We can say with the psalmist, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I WILL FEAR NO EVIL [NO HARM], for You are with me" (Psalm 23:4). We will not go through that valley alone. There won't be

any darkness there. With Jesus, it will be

light! There will be no night and no death in

the City of God just light and life!

There will be perfect government. We read in Revelation 22:1 that the throne of God and the Lamb will be in it. The throne is a symbol of gov​ernment. Who is going to be governing in the new heavens and new earth and the Holy City? God the Father and Jesus Christ the Lamb. They will share equally the throne of government.

If God the Father and Jesus Christ were to come and rule in your city, there would be a mass exodus. Ungodly people would say, "Let me out of here!" If they can't stand the Word of God and the church of God, how could they stand God and Christ?

But that is the way it will be in the Holy City. God and Christ will be governing. If the ungodly have any thought of going to the Holy City, they surely will have to be changed, be​cause here they don't want God looking over their shoulder. It isn't convenient and comfort​able to sin when you know God is looking on.

So they get rid of the idea of God. They don't get rid of God; they just push Him out of their mind‑like whistling in the dark. Al​though they sin in the dark, God is still there looking on. They decide to be atheists; then they can sin with some degree of comfort. But deep in their hearts they know there is a God, that there is a judgment day, and that there is a heaven and a hell. That's why, when they come to die, terror grips their hearts. They do not have Christ as their Savior and Lord.

There will be perfect satisfaction (v.2). "On each side of the river was the tree of life, which bore twelve kinds of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree were for the healing [health] of the nations." The psalmist said, "I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness" (Psalm 17:15). You and I cannot be satisfied as long as we are in this decaying body and in this sinful world. There is only one way we can become satisfied, and that is to become like God. Total satisfac​tion will never be achieved, even among the saved, until we see the Lord in our glorified bodies and are with Him and like Him forever.

There will be healing of the nations. I love that. There will be no war in the new heavens and new earth and the Holy City. There will be no destruction of human life on the highways, no killing one another in automobiles as peo​ple are doing today. There will be no murder. The ills of the human race will be totally healed by the Lord in the City of God.

There will be glorious service. We read in verse 3, "There shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and the Lamb shall be in it, and HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM." The delight of the Christian's heart is to be in the service of the Lord and to know that he is being used of God. There is no joy to compare with that.

I cannot conceive of a time in the future when I would not be serving the Lord! I don't know what He has in mind for me, but I know He has something for me to do in the Holy City. The Bible says His servants shall serve Him. I am going to serve the Lord throughout the ages of eternity, and it will be a delight beyond anything I have ever known in this world. I strongly believe that the service of this present life is preparing us for service in the Holy City.

There will be sight. Here in Revelation 22:4 is one of the greatest statements in the Bible and in all human thought. "His servants shall serve Him, and‑they‑shall‑see‑His‑face." Whose face? The face of God. "Where are you headed, Jess?" I am headed for the face of God!

If you are a Christian, do you know what you will do someday? You will see the face of God. It may be sooner than you think! What will it be like when you see God for the first time? What emotions will fill your heart? What are you going to say to the Lord?

What are you going to say to the God who gave you physical life, gave you parents, gave you health and strength and everything you ever enjoyed, gave Christ to die in your place, gave you the new birth, gave you the Holy Spirit, gave you the Word of God, gave you everything you know of spiritual truth, gave you every blessing? What are you going to say to this One who, out of His great heart, has given you all the good things of this life? How will you feel when you see God face to face for the first time? His servants shall serve Him and they shall see His face. And there's more.

"His name shall be in their foreheads." In the tribulation period, you remember, the Antichrist will imprint his number in the forehead or hand of his dupes (Revelation 13:16). But in the eternal city our God will write His name on the forehead of every one of His people‑the four‑letter name of God, the tetragrammaton YHWH. This is a theological term of only four consonants in the Hebrew. It is the personal name of God, YAHWEH. It will signify, "You are My possession. You belong to Me."

It thrills me no end to hear God saying, "Jess Hendley, I want you. I want you to come up here and live with Me. I want to save you and make you just like Myself. I will bring you to heaven to live with Me forever."

What joy! What anticipation! When I first read this verse, I wrote in the margin of my Bible one word: POSSESSION. God says, "You belong to Me." That God would even want me thrills my heard God really loves us and wants us. That is what the cross is all about‑Christ died for us so that we might belong to God and be with Him forever.

We shall reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:5 says, "There shall be no night there, and they need no lamp, neither light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light, and they shall reign forever and ever." Think of a world where there is no poverty, but where everyone lives like a king.

There will be no need for welfare in the Holy City. No food stamps. Today more than half of the population of the world goes to bed at night without adequate food. Some will live and die without ever having had a full meal. Here in America, most of us don't know what that means. God has blessed us so much. There will be no poverty, no hunger, no lack in the City of God. Everyone will live like a king.

People Who Will Be There

There is another reason I want to go to the Holy City. It is because of the people who will be there. We have mentioned some who will not be there. God will not let them in because they refused to be changed. All of us have to be changed if we expect to enter the Holy City. The Bible tells us about the kind of people who will be there. They are described as the saved.

Revelation 21:24 says, "The nations of them who are saved shall walk in the light of it." Only truly born‑again, saved people will be

in the Holy City. And by the grace of God I will be one of them.

I have traveled to many countries of the world and have met people I had never seen before‑real children of God. There was instant fellowship, instant Christian love, instant rapport, because we loved Christ and had been born of the Spirit of God! We recognized one another immediately as being in the Family. It didn't make any difference about the color of the skin. It didn't make any difference about the language barrier. There was nothing to hinder our fellowship in Christ.

I spoke through double interpreters in Indonesia. I would line out a sentence in English, and the pastor would pick it up in Mandarin, then his wife would pick it up in Cantonese before I would speak the next sentence. There were three different languages. Believe me, the Spirit of God was there. And when I gave the invitation to receive Christ, people came down the aisle in tears to call on the name of the Lord Jesus for salvation! There was fellowship among us, even though our cultures, backgrounds, color, and language were different. There was fellowship because we knew Jesus. We were all born of God.

That's the way it is going to be in heaven. "They will come from the east and the west," said Jesus, "and sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 8:11). People from all over the world will be there‑but only the saved. Pastors won't have to preach to unsaved people. Christians will not need to witness about Christ to anyone. Soul‑winning will not be necessary in the City of God‑everyone will be saved.

The Lamb's Book of Life

Are saved people identified in this chapter? Yes, in verse 27 God says, "There shall in no way enter into it anything that defiles, neither he that works abomination, or makes a lie, but they who are written in the Lamb's book of life." To have your name written in that book is the one qualification.

What about all the people whose names are on the church roll? A lot of church mem​bers will never make it. There is a book in this universe more important than any other book. It is called "The Lamb's Book of Life." It be​longs to Jesus.

It is the Lamb's book because Jesus was the Lamb of God sacrificed for our sins on Cal​vary. It contains the names of all who have re​ceived Him as their lamb, the only acceptable offering to God for the atonement of their sins. They have come to God, claiming Jesus as their sacrifice for sin. They have not come with any merit of their own but only in the merits of Jesus. That's the only way you can get in!

In the hands of Jesus today is a book that is even more important than the Bible. In that book there is nothing but names, the names of the saved, the register of the Holy City, the names of the people who will be there.

I have never seen that book, but if I could see it I'd look for the H's, run my finger down the page, and find my name! I know it's there. My wife's name is in that book. My daughter's name is in that book. My son's name is in that book. Nobody goes into the Holy City but peo​ple whose names are in the Book of Life!

It makes no difference if your name is listed in Who's Who, or if your name has been on many church rolls. You'd better make sure your name is in the most important book in the universe‑the Lamb's book.

Every once in a while I hear someone say, "If you will come and accept Jesus tonight, He will write your name in the Book of Life." I have studied this Bible diligently, and I have never found in either the Old or the New Tes​tament any verse that substantiates the idea that when a person accepts Christ, the Lord writes his name in His book.

Rather, I find in the Bible that everyone's name was written in God's Book of Life from the foundation of the world, so that everyone who trusts Jesus can be saved. But if a person keeps rejecting Jesus, there is a point where it is blotted out when that person with finality rejects Jesus as Savior and Lord. When Israel

sinned so grievously, Moses cried out to the

Lord, "Please forgive Israel their sins. If You

don't, blot me out of the book which You have

written" (Exodus 32:32). Notice, his name was

already there.

What did God say to Moses? "Whoever sins against Me, I will blot him out of My book" (v.33). That cinches it! A person can go to hell, even though his name was already in God's book when he was born. Everyone's name is in the book at first.

Every person born into this world has his name in the Book of Life. When he comes to the age of accountability, God expects him to receive Jesus as his Savior and Lord. If he refuses, he begins on the downward path that leads to hell. If he keeps on rejecting Christ, over and over, until he willfully and with finality rejects Him, his name is removed.

Why? Because God said, "My Spirit will not always strive with man" (Genesis 6:3). And when God's Spirit stops striving, there is no chance to be saved. Unless a person is born of the Spirit, he cannot, HE CANNOT enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:5).

What if a person persists in rejecting the Lord? At what point does God erase a name from the Book of Life and therefore exclude

him from heaven and the Holy City? It is that time when God knows you have made up your mind, once and for all, that you will not take Christ as your Savior and Lord. Some people know when it happens; others do not. Many don't realize when they cross the deadline.

God will not always strive with man. "He who is often reproved, and hardens his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that without remedy" (Proverbs 29:1). Again and again God warns in the Bible about sinning away one's day of grace. Yes, the Lord does erase names out of His book.

God wants everyone to be saved. "He is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). He says, "I want every one of you to come and live with Me." But many a person replies, "I don't want You, God. I love my sin, I love my own way of life, I love the world. Leave me alone." That person can keep on rejecting until finally he hardens his heart.

God says, "Look out, lest there be in you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God" (Hebrews 3:12). When a person willfully and with finality rejects the Lord, his name is erased from the book. "He who sins against Me," says the living God, "I will blot out of the book" (Exodus 32:33).

That statement is not just in the Old Testament. Jesus Himself said, "He who overcomes I will by no means blot out from the Book of Life, but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels" (Revelation 3:5). Here Christ promises the person who believes in Him as Savior that He will retain his name in His book. He will never erase it, but rather He will ac​knowledge him, stand up for him, in the pres​ence of the Father and all the millions of angels and will take care of him forever and ever.

I repeat, the only people who will enter the Holy City will be those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. That means people who have seen themselves as lost sinners and have come to God saying, "I deserve hell. But God, You love me. Jesus, You died for me, and I accept You as my Savior and my Lord. I receive You into my heart. I don't want to go to hell. I want to come and live with You in the Holy City." When you receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you can be sure your name will never be removed from His book. Christ says so.

How Can You Be Sure?

Here is God's promise: If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have everlasting life (John 3:16). That is the word of the living God, the same God who wrote your name in the book. You can count on His promise. Faith takes God at His word. Faith doesn't look to one's feelings. Faith looks at the Word of God.  And when you and I receive Christ as our Sav​ior and Lord, believing that He died on the cross to pay for our sins, we can be sure that God will save us.

Do you have God's Word for the assurance of your salvation? Do you have a verse, a promise, that you are claiming? Don't you dare go into eternity without assurance from the Word of God.

Christ does erase names out of His book---​the names of those who refuse to trust and love Him, and who continue in their rejection of His Word. When He does, your opportunity is gone. There is no chance that you will ever be in the new heavens and new earth and the Holy City. You will have to go to the lake of fire. There are only two destinies mentioned in the Bible: the Holy City for the saved, and the lake of fire for the unsaved.

Everyone is headed for one of these two places. Everyone who has ever lived, from Adam's time down to the last person ever born, will spend eternity either in the Holy City or the lake of fire.

Where will you spend eternity? When you come to die, all that will matter is whether or not your name is in the Lamb's Book of Life. What have you done with Jesus, God's Son?

If you haven't settled the matter, I urge you to do it now. Tomorrow could be too late.  The only time you can really count on is right now. Yesterday is gone. You have no absolute guarantee that you'll be alive 24 hours from now. Today is the day to receive Jesus and be saved. Now is the time God has given you to accept His invitation to live with Him in the Holy City. Don't wait till it is too late.

I'm so glad that God said to John, when he wrote this Book of the Revelation on the Isle of Patmos in the Mediterranean, "John, before you close the book, there may be some man or woman, boy or girl, who is saying, 'God doesn't want me. I am too little. I have been too wicked. I have been too mean. I am too insignificant.' John, before you finish the book, I want you to write My invitation to every human being on earth, that I personally want them to come and live with Me in the Holy City forever."

And John wrote these words in Revelation 22:17, directed by the Spirit of God: "The Spirit and the bride [the church] say, 'Come!' And let him who hears say, 'Come!' And let him who thirsts come. Whosoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely." The Water of Life is a Person‑the Lord Jesus. For in Him is life. He used that figure because, in the East, water is a most precious commodity. It is dry country. If you don't have it, you die of thirst. And if you don't have Jesus when you die, you die spiritually and go to hell.

Here is a blanket invitation from the living God to everyone on earth, to come and live with Him forever in the Holy City. God says, "All you have to do is receive My Son, whom I give to you f‑r‑e‑e‑l‑y." The word freely comes from a little Greek word which means "a gift." God gives us Jesus, and in giving us Jesus He gives us life in the Holy City forever.

You can be sure your name is in the Book of Life by receiving Jesus, because the Bible agrees with that book. And God's Word says, "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13).

Jesus is the only way into the Holy City. If we don't trust Him, we won't make it. If we do trust Him, we'll go in. It's that simple.

"Whosoever will." That means, if you really want Him. Many people don't want the Lord. If you are in that crowd, even God will not save you against your will. Whoever wants God, let him come! Let him take the Water of Life. Let him take Jesus!

God has offered you salvation through your personal faith in Jesus. He wants you to be with Him in the Holy City. Now it's up to you to receive Him into your heart. Call on Him. Trust Him. He will save you and bring you to the Holy City to live with Him forever.
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