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Friends, turn with me to Acts, the 26th chapter, and we are studying today a wonderful passage of Scripture, and I hope it will be a rich blessing to you. It has to do with the Apostle Paul and also with us, and it is entitled, "The Heavenly Vision." Paul said, "I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision." What does he mean by the heavenly vision? Did Paul have a vision from heaven? Did heaven contact Paul? And if so, what WAS that heavenly vision that Paul was faithful to? Then again, do we have heavenly visions today? Does God contact people today, and give us visions that He gave Paul?

First of all, notice here in these great 18th and 19th verses of Acts 26, the word SANCTIFICATION. We read in verse 18, "Those which are sanctified by faith that is in Me." I want to remind you here that we have sanctification described in verse 18. There is a lot of questioning about sanctification. And there are a lot of things that can be said about it. But people never seem to get hold of the grasp of what sanctification IS. Some people think sanctification is something you get after you are born again or saved, over in a corner somewhere praying, when you hear voices and feel elevation of spirit and see spiritual things and so on. I am not belittling; I am simply saying that that is what some people think sanctification IS. Maybe people DO have such experiences as that. But that isn't primarily what sanctification is, my friends. I am not belittling anyone. I am not making fun of anyone who has any visions at all. I am simply getting at the essence of sanctification, which is described here, so that we may intelligently known what it is.

Now sanctification is described in verse 18 of Acts 26 as two things. First, it is the opening of the eyes of the unsaved to the spiritual world. Anything less than this is not sanctification. To open their eyes. That is the first thing. When God sanctifies someone, the first thing He does is open their eyes to the spiritual world, to God, Christ, heaven, hell, Bible, and especially to the Saviour and His wonderful work on the Cross as He died for our sins. Sanctification is described, then, as the opening of the eyes of blind SOULS.

Secondly, it is described as a turning from Darkness (that means life without God) to Light (which means Life with God), and a turning from the power of Satan (that is, a Satan‑controlled life) unto God (which means a God‑controlled life). This is the beginning of sanctification. Of course, it is a work that is carried on till we are just exactly like Jesus, as we read in First John 3:2. "We shall be like Him when we shall see Him as He is." So FROM THE DAY we accept Jesus as our Saviour and the Lord opens our blind eyes and turns us from the life without God to the life with God, TO THAT MOMENT when we see Jesus face to face, the process of sanctification goes on. Nothing less than this is true sanctification. And without it no one of us is fit for heaven! If your eyes have never been open to God, Christ, heaven, hell, the Bible, especially the things of Jesus, how He died for you, then you are not among the sanctified. You cannot go to heaven. And if you have never been turned from darkness and Satan, a life lived in the darkness of the world, apart from God, UNTO a God‑controlled life, then, friends, you do not know what sanctification is. 

Sanctification begins, then, at the new birth, continues through life, and ends when we are exactly like Jesus, when we see Him as He is, at His coming or our going to meet Him. And all this Christ does through Christian testimony and witness, because He said, "I have sent you, Paul, to be a witness of these things." What a sin, then, is the sin of SILENCE!

Now notice here in verse 18, we have forgiveness, and inheritance, and sanctification, all GIFTS OF GOD when we believe on the Lord Jesus. "That they might receive the forgiveness of sins, they might have an inheritance among them which are sanctified, and that they might be sanctified by faith in Me." The three great blessings of coming to Christ! Forgiveness of our sins, a future inheritance of living with God in heaven, and a process of sanctification, which means the destruction of sinfulness and worldliness and the beginning of a life pleasing to God.

So regarding sanctification we have three things here. First, the necessity of sanctification. We cannot be forgiven our sins and we cannot go to heaven until we are sanctified. We are not sanctified till we come by faith to Jesus.

Next, we have the Person Who brings this blessing. "Sanctified through faith in Me." It is the Lord Jesus Who brings us the blessing of sanctification.

Third, we have the channel of sanctification, or the REQUIREMENT, rather; and it is FAITH.

So we have the NECESSITY of sanctification, if we are going to have that inheritance with God. We have the PERSON Who brings it---Christ. "By faith in Me." And we have the REQUIREMENT, on our part: faith and trust in Jesus, coming to Jesus and depending utterly upon the Lord Jesus to take care of us in life and death and bring us to heaven, that He may work in us that which is well‑pleasing to God, through Jesus Christ.

So salvation, then, which is the equivalent of sanctification, as you see, is not something that WE do, but it is something that GOD DOES IN US. "It is God that worketh in you," said Paul to the Philippians," "to will and to do of His good pleasure." God, working IN us. But God cannot work in us till we put our faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus.

Now notice, we have the Person Who makes sanctification possible: CHRIST. He is the Only One Who can change us from sinners. That is the reason why God says in the Book of Revelation, "He that is unjust still. He that is filthy, let him be filthy still." It means that if a person dies unsanctified, with an unchanged heart, wrapped up in worldliness and sin, living for the devil and the world, THEY WILL BE THAT through the ages of ETERNITY. There is no sanctification in the next world.

Next we have the requirement of our sanctification, which is FAITH, of course. Faith, in the Lord Jesus Christ. God help us, friends, today to check our lives and see if we are SANCTIFIED, have been, are being, and are looking forward to that total sanctification when we see Him as He is---the Lord Jesus Christ.

Remember then, sanctification BE​GINS when we are born again, when we see our sins in their true light and turn to Jesus and are saved and are forgiven our sins, and God's Spirit comes in to help us love the things of God and to say NO to the things of the world. And then it is a CONTINUING PROCESS that goes on in our lives, as we pray and read the Bible and serve the Lord and live holy lives, more and more becoming like Jesus. And then finally, it ENDS when we see Him as He is, a perfect state! We shall be like HIM! Just think, the DESTINY of the child of God to be like Jesus, in all of His moral and spiritual beauty. There'll never be any sin, because we'll be just like the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now. Let's turn to the thought, then, of Paul's REACTION TO THE HEAVENLY VISION. He says in verse 19, for he is giving his testimony, "Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision."

Now notice the expression here, "the heavenly vision.” The word "vision" here is the Greek word optasia. A vision, then, is something SEEN. Paul said, "I saw something SEEN FROM HEAVEN and of a heavenly character revealed something to me, that I SAW." This word "heavenly" is an adjective. It means a vision "FROM heaven, heavenly IN NATURE, or LEADING TO heaven." What a wonderful thing, that heaven is in contact with earth! That heaven CAN BE SEEN of people with spiritual eyes!

Now Paul said, "I was not disobedient to that heavenly vision," when I SAW THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. He was obedient. He obeyed all that Christ told him to do. How many of us can say today, "I was not disobedient to the vision God gave me." One day some of you walked down the aisle, didn't you, and you accepted Christ as your Saviour, and you pledged before God and men that you would put Christ first in your life, in your home and in your business, wherever you were; that you would read the Bible and pray; that you would be a witness for Jesus; that you would go all‑out for the Son of God who died for you; that you would give your life for Him Who gave His life for you. But friends, as the years have gone by, coldness has come in. The Bible has been neglected, and prayer and witnessing. How many of us can say with Paul, “I was NOT DISOBEDIENT to the heavenly vision that God showed me.” Paul was not disobedient.

Now the next thing. Paul said, "I showed them . . " "I showed first unto them of Damascus, at Jerusalem, throughout all the coast of Judea and then to the Gentiles, that they should REPENT AND TURN TO GOD and do works fit for repentance." Paul was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. Paul showed them, that is, Jews and Gentiles. So we have here the fact that Paul revealed to others, passed on to others, Christ's mighty salvation and blessings, that they, too, might be saved! Paul couldn't keep quiet. Paul was not guilty of the sin of silence. Salvation was so wonderful to him, so glorious to him, and Jesus was so great to him, that he HAD to witness to OTHERS what he himself had seen and knew by experience.

Friends, I wonder today if one of the reasons why many of us, who claim to love Christ today, DO NOT WITNESS for Him today, is that HE IS NOT THAT REAL TO US, as He was to the Apostle Paul. His salvation isn't as

precious to us as it was to Paul!

Here we have the universal need of salvation. Paul said, "I showed first to the Jews and Gentiles. I revealed it to them, I showed it to them, I couldn't keep it to myself." Oh, beloved, those who heard the Gospel in the early days PASSED IT ON TO OTHERS. And WE are duty‑bound to pass it on to others! In First John 1, the writer says, "That which we have seen with our eyes and heard with our ears and our hands have handled of the Word of Life. WE DECLARE UNTO YOU, in order that YOU may have FELLOWSHIP WITH US, and that YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL," in this great salvation.

Now. The next and closing word is very important. What Jesus says, everyone must do, to be saved. Jew and Gentile! Verse 20. "I showed unto them, Jews and Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God and do works meet of repentance." Now this is what JESUS TAUGHT PAUL, and what Paul passed on to men. This is what everyone must do to be saved, Jew or Gentile.

First, you must repent. That means, change your mind about living for the world. Change your mind and put God first! You must TURN TO GOD. That word "turn" is the Greek word epistrephein. It means, "to turn around." You are walking in the wrong direction, away from God and toward hell and judgment; now TURN AROUND and walk toward God and Jesus and salvation.

Then the last thing is, "Do works meet for repentance." That is, do works and actions in your life that a truly repentant person will do, and PROVE by so doing that you HAVE repented. Here is Christ's picture again of the saved soul. It is the person who repents. It is the person who turns to God. It is the person who does works that prove he has repented; which means, he lives for God, the habitual practice of worthy deeds, worthy of the name repentance. May God help us to check our lives for these things, and see if we are saved.

Well, that's all for now, friends, I hope it has been a blessing to you, as it has been to my soul. Search your heart, and turn to God! God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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