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Now, friends, if you have you Bibles, I want you to turn with me to Acts, chapter 26, verses 17 and 18, and (today we are taking up the wonderful study, "The Great Work of a True Christian," the great work of a real child of God.

Now we read back in verse 16 that Christ appears unto us for this purpose, to make us a minister and witness both of those things which we have seen in our conversion and of the things that will appear to us. That is, the things that we know of when we are converted and the things that the Lord will speak to us about after our conversion as we walk together with Him.

So now we come to verse 17, where the Lord says to Paul (and what He says to Paul He is saying to us), "Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith in Me."

Here is the great work, then, of a true Christian: WE ARE SENT‑ONES. We are sent by the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice the expression in verse 17. Jesus says, "I send thee." Isn't that important?

You say, "That is the Apostle Paul He is speaking about."

That is true. But that is true of EVERY believer on the Lord Jesus! The minute you are saved, He sends you!

Now notice here first of all that Christians are sent to do a special work for the Lord Jesus Christ when they are saved. They enter into a particular mission from Jesus at the particular time. Jesus said, "I send thee." Notice the word, "I." Christ! The Mighty One! The Creator! The God of all the earth! It is an amazing thing to be sent by a man. It is a tremendous honor to be sent by your country, and to be sent by friends and loved ones. But here, the Great Sender is the Christ of God, the Great and Mighty Creator! And it is an amazing thing that GOD has SENT people into this world. People don't recognize that. For instance, people do not recognize that God‑called preachers, filled with the Spirit of God, are DIRECTLY SENT by Jesus, to them, with the Gospel Message. That is true of EVERY believer. God saves us to send us on a mission! And that mission is a very important one as we shall see in a moment. Christians are sent to do a special work FOR CHRIST when they are saved. "I, Christ, the Mighty One."

Notice the next word, SEND. "I SEND thee." The word "send" is an important word. It means, "I send you on a special assignment, a special work, a definite job, a special duty, something I want you to do for ME. I want you to represent ME. I am counting on you to do My Work on earth. I have a job I want done, and I am sending you specifically to DO IT." That is what Jesus said to Paul. That is what Jesus is saying to you and me. No one would want, my friends, to REFUSE TO DO what CHRIST wants them to do. If truly saved, if you truly love Christ, you'll listen to what He wants you to do, and you'll go out and do it. "I SEND you," says the Mighty Saviour.

Now notice the word, THEE. This is personal. "I send THEE." In this particular case it is Paul, a man, a persecutor, a blasphemer, a would‑be murderer. And then, my friends, He sends not only Paul, but He sends ME, and He sends YOU! Every Christian, then, is here TO SERVE CHRIST. Every Christian! The most important thing in life is to obey Christ, to do His work. Not, "What can I get OUT of Christ," is the true attitude of the child of God; but, "What can I do FOR Him," is the chief attitude of the true child of God. Oh, how important it is for us to see this, friends! God help us to see it. "I send THEE."

So we learn then in verse 17 that the Lord Jesus Christ sends Christians to do a special work for Himself in the earth. When you were saved, God had a special work for you to do. Now let's see about this work. It is a very important one. This work is NOT EASY, we learn in verse 17. There will be some RESISTANCE on the part of some, for He says, "DELIVERING thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee." DELIVERING thee. Deliverance suggests danger, suggests coming out from danger. There will be, then, resistance on the part of some to whom we go with the Gospel Message.

The next thing: but Christ guarantees victory! "Delivering thee." Christ has always delivered His people. He always WILL deliver us. Paul, you remember, in his famous Second Timothy 4, says, "The Lord shall DELIVER me from every evil work, and will PRESERVE me unto His heavenly kingdom: to Whom be glory forever and ever."

So, we learn that Christians are SENT to do a special work for the Lord Jesus Christ. We learn that this work is NOT EASY, but that Jesus will give us the VICTORY and it will be glorious because He is with us.

Now the second thing. What IS this work we are sent upon?

Jesus describes it. This work is to win others to Christ. Verse 18. We are sent "to open their eyes (that means the unsaved), to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith in Me." So our work is to win others to the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring the lost into that place where Christ can appear unto them as He has unto us, and they in turn will become testifiers, too, to the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is the work that true testifying will do? It is described, friends, as two things. To OPEN THEIR EYES, and, to TURN them!

First of all, the Christian testimony will open the eyes of the unsaved. That doesn't mean everybody that is unsaved. That doesn't mean everybody that is unsaved, but it certainly means those who do believe, those who will receive the truth. "TO OPEN THEIR EYES." Their eyes are blinded. Their eyes are darkened. They cannot see truly. They do not know where they are going. They do not see their lost estate, and the glory of God and heaven and salvation in Christ. Their spiritual eyes MUST BE OPENED. All through the Scriptures the Bible speaks of the eyes of the body, and it speaks of the EYES OF THE SOUL, the eyes of the inner man that is going to live forever. Their INNER EYES must be OPENED! This is a great, tremendous fact.  

First of all, he is blind. Secondly, he is walking in the wrong direction. Being blind, his EYES need to be opened so that he can see truthfully and right​fully; and, going in the wrong direc​tion, he needs to be TURNED ABOUT, toward God. So that is Christ's definite picture of every lost soul, everybody outside Himself.

So the first work is TO OPEN THEIR EYES. They are in the darkness and cannot see, and they must walk in the light of the knowledge of God if they are to be saved. Their eyes must be OPENED.

Now God's WORD is the only thing that can open the eyes of people to their need of the Lord Jesus Christ. God's Power is the only power that can TURN them.

It is through the testimony, then, of those whose eyes HAVE been opened, that OTHER PEOPLE'S EYES are to be opened. A blind man can't show the way to another blind man. That is dead sure. And if you are blind to the things of God, my friend, you can never point anybody ELSE to God. If you are not a man of prayer, you can't lead anybody ELSE to pray. If you are not a man of the Bible, you can't lead somebody ELSE to love the Bible. If you are not a soul‑winner, you can't lead somebody ELSE to Christ.

The SECOND thing is TO TURN THEM! They are walking in the wrong direction. They are walking TOWARD HELL! They are walking toward eter​nal misery. They are walking away from heaven, away from God. They need to be TURNED AROUND.

To TURN them---from what? "From the power of Satan, unto God!" Notice that Jesus tells us, in this divinely ​painted picture of a lost soul, that every unsaved person in under the power of Satan, is walking in the wrong direc​tion, is blind, and away from God. That is a picture of every unsaved soul. What a desperate picture it is!

Now. Their eyes must be opened. And, they must be turned from the power of Satan unto God. THE POW​ER OF SATAN means that they are under the power of the devil. He is con​trolling their lives, and God's Word calls him "the God of this world.” He is controlling the lives of multitudes of people today. The POWER of Satan! Oh, what terrific power he has! Now he HAS NO POWER for the person who comes to the Lord Jesus and accepts Him as Saviour. We overcome the devil by the Word of the Lamb and the words of our testimony and loving not our lives unto death. We can conquer Sat​an! But men willfully and willingly come under the power of the devil by turning away from God, and the min​ute a child KNOWS that it is lost and that Christ died for him, but does not ACCEPT the Lord Jesus, that moment that child comes under the power of Satan. That ought to make every mother tremble, every housewife; everyone who has an unsaved loved one tremble. They are under the power of Satan, the power of darkness, the pow​er that operates in the children of dis​obedience (using the words of the Apostle Paul). As long as the person is in sin and unbelief, does not have Christ, does not repent, he or she is under the power of Satan, the power and dominion of the devil. And, if you live under the power of Satan willfully, then do not be surprised if you meet the devil at the end of life's journey. That is what Jesus meant in Matthew 23 when He said, "Ye serpents, ye gen​eration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" As long as you are LIVING for the devil, how can you escape a devil's hell? Jesus Himself said He would say to the unsaved, "De​part from Me into everlasting fire pre​pared for the devil and his angels." Believe me, friends, I don't want to be under the power of Satan here, nor do I want to be under his power hereafter. And the only way that you can escape that is to COME TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST.

Now people in conversion ARE TURNED from the power of Satan. What a wonderful turn that is! A TURN from the devil's way of living, and unbelief, and sin, and a TURNING UNTO GOD. That means, reaching God! They break contact with Satan, and they MAKE CONTACT with GOD. And to be saved, EACH ONE OF US must break contact with the devil and make contact with God. My friends, that is what the testimony of believers does! What a SIN, then, if you and I do not testify for the Lord Jesus Christ!

He has saved us. He has SENT us. He has opened our eyes. He has turned us from the wrong direction back to Himself, and we are SAVED.

Now, in turn, we are through our testimony to turn to the unsaved, to open their eyes, to turn them from the power of Satan unto God, from dark​ness unto light. Wonderful statement! "That they might receive inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in Christ."

Now there is the subject for our fu​ture broadcast. We are going to take that up tomorrow, God willing. THE WONDERFUL PURPOSE OF CON​VERSION! God doesn't save people to BREAK them; He saves them to MAKE them, and bless them, and give them an INHERITANCE. And what a rich inheritance every child of God has in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now note again that God does this by our testimony. Our TELLING what He has done, and is doing for us day by day, will open blind eyes, will turn them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God. And THAT IS THE GREATEST BUSI​NESS, my friends, in all this wide, wide world. The manner through which God saves people, then, is THROUGH CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY. "I have sent thee to be a worker and a witness, a testifier, of the things that you know in your conversion and of the things I am going to teach you as you read your Bible and pray." And my friends, if you are truly saved, and you are read​ing your Bible and praying, and you are in contact with God and God is real to you, then you are GOING TO BE TESTIFYING to the unsaved. And the result of your testimony will be FRUIT! Blind eyes will be opened! People walking in the wrong direction will be turned around to walk the straight and narrow way that leads to life and heaven and GOD.

What a TERRIFIC THING this is, friends! God help us to search our hearts and see if we are living this life that God has called us to, whether we are accomplishing the mission He sent us to. "I--‑SEND---‑THEE." Jesus said that to Paul, and He is saying it to you and me. He says, "As the Father hath sent ME, even so SEND I YOU."

So the workers for Jesus in this world are only those whom He SAVES. He cannot use unbelievers. He cannot use the wicked. He cannot use the indif​ferent. He can use only those who TRUST HIM.

Right now won't you turn to Him with all your heart (as I am turning to Him) and ask Him, "Lord, search me, and see if there be any wicked way in me that would hinder my life from counting for You." For soon, friends, life's little day will be OVER, and we will go out to meet God, and only that life which has been lived for the Lord will be victorious when we stand in the Presence of our wonderful God.

We've come to the close of our time, I see. May God bless you with His Word. May you PRAY OVER IT till it is real and vital! May you become a real testifier for Jesus and a SOUL WINNER. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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