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“The Great Physician” is the theme for this message. The GREAT Physician! How wonderful it is to know a Physician, friends, who never loses a case! A Physician who knows every disease and everything that causes it; a Physician who cures; a Physician who is strong enough to take care of us.

You know, there is a great passage that has been a blessing to those who have been afflicted over the years. It is found in Exodus 15, verse 26. “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” That is an interesting passage. Let me read it to you now and we will see the context and understand it. God says to His people, “If thou wilt diligently harken to the voice of the Lord thy God and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and will give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee which I have brought upon the Egyptians, for I am the Lord that healeth thee.” Israel was going through the wilderness, and God speaks of diseases that He put upon the Egyptians.

You say, “Is God the Author of disease?” He is, as a punishment, and here it is a punishment upon the Egyptians. “Why?” Well, if you knew about the sins of Egypt of that day (and you can study it in your history books) you wouldn't wonder why God put diseases upon the Egyptians. Everywhere were giant temples filled with their gods. They had all sorts of worship of stones, and everything under the sun. They had a religion, but it wasn't the worship of the true and living God. There was trouble. There was distress. God brought diseases upon the Egyptians trying to get them to see Him, the only true God, that He might bless them, but they wouldn't do it, and God brought diseases upon them. They would not obey Him and seek His face.

Now God says to His own people,  “If thou wilt diligently hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God,” you can count on Me; “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” In the Hebrew tongue it is, “I am Jehovah, thy Healer.” Jehovah thy Healer, thy Physician, healing, curing, making well. That is what the Hebrew word means. “I am the Great Physician. I will take care of your bodies. I will see that you are kept in health. I will see that you are cured and made well. I will take care of you physically as well as mentally and spiritually. “If,” He says. If what? “If thou wilt diligently harken to the voice of the Lord thy God.” If you'll listen to me; if you'll hear what I have to say.  

And then what? “Do that which is right in His sight.” Not merely right before our own fellow men. There are a lot of things that are right with men that are wrong with God. Just because everybody's doing it doesn't make it right with God. “Everybody's doing it” probably means that it is that those who are right are a small group, a minority.

And God says, “If thou wilt give ear to His commandments and keep all His statues.” Then the Lord will be our Healer. My friends, we can't claim healing if we are conscious of not harkening to His Voice; if we are harkening only partially; if we are just listening and not obeying. God says, “Diligently hearkening.” Diligently listening to what God has to say. Only diligent listeners can expect the Lord to be their Healer.

Then, we must do “that which is right in His sight.” Are we doing things right in His sight? Let us search today and see if there is any wrong in our lives. If we wonder why diseases are sweeping on others, or are coming our way, let's see if we are guilty of not listening to what God has to say. There may be something wrong in our lives in the eyes of God. Let us search whether we are keeping His statutes or not. Until we are fulfilling all these things, we cannot claim Jehovah, our Healer. Oh, its a wonderful thing to know the Lord, thy Healer, thy Physician, The Great Physician that takes away all diseases and keeps us well. That's what God promises to be. So there's divine healing in the Word, friends. There isn't any doubt about it.

Now the next passage to which I call your attention is found in Psalm 107. Here we read a wonderful statement about God's healing Power. He wants to Heal. He is willing to heal. He is ready to heal those that will only come in His way and put their trust in Him. We read, “Oh, give thanks to the Lord for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” You know, I'll always be sorrry they put that little word “so” in there. I've said it, and I've heard other Christians say it. But that passage doesn't mean that we ought to say that we are redeemed. It says, literally, “Let the redeemed, of the Lord say.” (The word “so” is not in the original.) Say what? Say that He is good and His mercy endureth forever! That's what we are to say. We are to tell people that God is good. We are to tell people that God's mercy endures forever and He is ready to bless us; that He doesn't want to judge us; that He wants to heal us, physically, mentally and spiritually; that He wants us to be healthful beings. That's God's plan, and we are to tell people so.  Then He tells us about people who wandered in the wilderness, and found no certain city to dwell in, hungry and thirsty and faint. Why? Because of sin. He tells us that they “rebelled (verse 11) against the words of God.”

“Therefore He brought their hearts down with labor. They fell down and there was none to help. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble and He saved them out of their distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death and He broke their bands in sunder. Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and His wonderful works to the children of men. Fools, because of their transgression and their iniquities, are afflicted.” Did you get that?  Their soul abhoreth all manner of meat.” There is a picture of a sick man. He doesn't want to eat.

“And they draw near unto the gates of death.” “Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble and He saveth them out of his distresses.”  . . . I like verse 20, “He sent His word and healed them.” We will make that the key text of this study today. “He sent His Word and healed them, and he delivered them from their destructions.”

So, friends, we are to tell people that when we have sinned against God and wandered from Him; when we come back to Him; when we cry unto Him in our trouble; the Lord will heal us and save us from all our destructions. He is a God who is good, and whose mercy endureth forever. Sometimes people say, “I made God promises and didn't keep them, so God is through with me. He won't have anything to do with me anymore. His patience wears out.” Friends, this passage doesn't say so. This passage says that God's mercy endureth forever! That means that He is ready to have mercy on the sinner who comes back and confesses to Him. You may say, “Well, Preacher, what about the unpardonable sin?” So many people have that wrong. Let me say again, as I have said before, that the unpardonable sin isn't God turning away from you. The unpardonable sin is you turning from God, so willfully hardening your heart, till you don't want to come back to God, you don't want to come home to God. You just don't want to. That is the unpardonable sin. It isn't because God won't receive you. God will receive anybody, anytime, while breath is in the body. He is good, and His mercy endureth forever. The trouble is that you have hardened your heart, and God can't bless you.   

The next passage is Psalm 103. And we read in verse 3, “Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.” How many times I have claimed this wonderful promise. And friends, you can claim it, too. Here is Divine Healing. There are five things about God in verses 1 through 5. He forgives all iniquities, He heals all diseases, He redeems our life from  destruction, He crowns us with loving kindness and tender mercies, and He satisfies our mouth with good things so that our youth is renewed like the eagles. Our Forgiver, Healer, Redeemer, Crowner and Satisfier! All that, God is to those who come unto Him!

“Who healeth all thy diseases.” You know, God is the only Healer. Even a physician can't heal. A physician can put your body in a certain condition, but the healing is of God. When you find a person whose body is not being healed by God, then, beloved, the doctors can't do anything about it. They give up to God, who is the Healer. God does the healing, wherever healing takes place. It is wonderful that God heals.

Then in Psalm 147, verse 3, we read, “He healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds.” Here's a wonderful passage, picturing a Great God who telleth the stars and calleth them by name; great in power and understanding infinite; a God who has made all things; Who covered the heavens with clouds and prepared rain for the earth and maketh grass to grow upon the mountains; who giveth beasts their food and the young ravens which cry. Here's a picture of our Great God stooping over the broken‑hearted person, and healing the broken heart and binding up their wounds. This is a HEART that's broken. Ah, friends, its wonderful to know God, isn't it? We wish for every one of you healing, physically, mentally and spiritually, and a closer walk with the Great Physician. God bless you.
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