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Matthew 25:31

In chapter 25 of Matthew and verse 31, the great time of the judgment is revealed unto us.  First of all, we have the tremendous drama of His coming, in verse 31.  Secondly, we have the great day when before Him shall be gathered all the nations of earth.  Next we have His conversation and sentence to sheep on His right hand. And then we have His conversation and sentence to the goats on His left hand. It is a solemn, solemn theme, beloved, and we need it today for we are in days of crisis and our Lord is soon coming again. Here He has laid out what will take place. So if we are not ready to meet Him or if we are living contrary to His will, it won't be His fault, for He has given to us all we need to know right here in the Word of God. So let us hear the Word of the Lord.

First of all, we read of the tremendous drama of the return of Jesus in verse 31. These are His own words, in one sentence. "When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory." Christ is sitting on His Father's throne now. His throne is not on this earth. This earth is occupied now by the thrones of the governments of earth, by ungodly, Satan energized men. But it is not always going to be so. Christ is coming again. He will take the throne of this entire earth and will rule this earth with a righteous rule for one thousand years. That's the prediction of the Word of the Living God. In those days all men shall bow before Him. Kings shall serve Him and be His footstool.

Now notice, "When the Son of man SHALL come." He is coming again as surely as He came the first time. If He ever came the first time, then He is coming again and this is undeniable. Jesus Christ, the Son of God says He SHALL come. And He means just that. He will come as surely as He came the first time. They saw Him, they felt Him, they touched Him, they walked with Him, they talked with Him, and so shall it be when He comes again.

Now, again, "When He comes in HIS glory." He is coming in His own glory. What does that mean? It means all the honor that should be His because of His tremendous sacrifice in coming down, from Heaven and dying on the cross for us. Christ is coming in His own glory. Oh, the glory of the Son of God! What the angels will have to say! What the Father will have to say about His beloved Son! What all the saints of God of all ages, redeemed by His precious blood will have to say in honor of Him, as they come bringing all their jewels to lay at His feet! Think of the great soul winners coming with the souls that they have led to Him. Think of the honor that will accrue to Jesus in that glorious time because of that sacrifice outside the city walls of Jerusalem nearly two thousand years ago when the Son of God, forsaken of God and man, bled to death on that cross in order that you and I might be saved. Oh, the honor that is coming to Him! Listen, He hasn't received His honor yet. He is coming in His own glory.

Then we read, "and all the holy angels with Him." It is estimated that there are more than two hundred million angels, between two hundred million and three hundred million angels. Hollywood never put on anything like this. Hollywood can't put on anything like this. I was in Atlanta when the "Gone With The Wind" premiere was put on with all the great floodlights and the people thronged Peachtree Street and Forsyth and the other streets round about and the Hollywood stars appeared with all their glittering apparel and oh, what a display Hollywood put on at that premiere. But listen to me, friends, that's a joke. That's just tinsel and gaudiness and pettiness compared with a day that's coming when Jesus Christ comes with the splendor of the dawn, with the rainbow of the throne of God, and with the angels of God in attendance streaming round about Him, two hundred million of them, think of it! When Christ Jesus comes again, what a day of splendor it will be, such as this world has never known. There has never been any pomp or ceremony like this. The King of England, the Kings of old, nor any king has ever had the honor, the glory, the splendor, the beauty that will take place in that glorious day when Jesus comes. And the fact that thrills us is that every sign on the horizon is pointing to His near coming!

Now we read of His work in verse 32. Here we have the great judgment day. “And before him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats. "Before Him shall be gathered all nations:" The day of accounting is coming, let us not forget it, for all people in all the earth. In the preceding parable of the talents, we found the reckoning of those who are called His servants. In this chapter we have the reckoning for all nations. Everyone is gathered in the Presence of the Lord. He shall separate them. There is coming a day of separation. Unsaved man, you can go to church today, sit down in a pew beside a child of God, or work in an office beside a child of God in perfect calm and peace and enjoy everything else a child of God enjoys. You can walk down the street, and mingle with the people of God, but there is coming a day when you will be separated from every child of God and never be in their presence forever. While they go into glory, you will go yonder into Hell. 

What a time is coming, the great separation day. An ungodly husband will be separated from his godly, saved wife, on that Day. Torn asunder! You may have raised your family and lived in the most intimate communion in this present world and in the terrible day be separated for Eternity. Your unsaved children will be torn from you, Christian mother and dad. Just think about it. What a time it will be. Ungodly children will be separated from godly parents. You won't weep over them any more. There are only two classes in the world‑--the saved and the unsaved, those that love the Lord and those that love Him not. In that day they will be torn asunder forever and ever, they will mingle no more, they will work no more together, walk down the same streets, live in the same homes, sleep in the same beds, no, not any more. Separation! Separation forever. Division is coming. You'd better get your families in. In one of our last meetings we learned of several families that were saved, entire families, and how wonderful it was to see them come to Jesus Christ. The Son of God shall separate them. As a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats.

Now notice, there are only two classes. He set the sheep on His right hand, the place of blessing, place of power, place of comfort, and security. But the goats will be on the left, the place of insecurity, of cursing, of damnation. On which side are you going to be? Which side are you going to be? Where are you now in regard to Jesus? Are you on the right hand or the left? Have you accepted Him as your Saviour or rejected Him as your Saviour?

Now notice verse 54, the conversation. This is the most solemn conversation that will ever take place. “Then shall the king say” (notice THE KING, the king of all the earth) “Then shall the king say to them on HIS right hand,” (to the saved, the sheep) “come ye blessed of my father and inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” He says “Come into the kingdom now, the 1000 glorious years that merge into eternity and go on forever and ever.” “Come ye blessed of my father.” The blessings of the Father are upon their lives. “Inherit the Kingdom.” You don't have to earn it. Just inherit it. It is for you. It belongs to you and it was prepared for you from the foundation of the world. God prepared a Kingdom before Adam was ever made, for those of Adam's race who were to believe on His Son and love and trust Him.

Now notice the reason why they enter the kingdom. "For I was an hungered and ye gave me meat, I was thirsty and ye gave me drink. I was a stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye clothed me. I was sick, and ye visited me. I was in prison, and ye came unto me." Now you'll say, "That is preaching salvation by works, isn't it?" No, because the rest of the Bible teaches salvation by faith alone. But listen, the Bible teaches that faith will always work, that faith brings forth works. He is talking about the evidence of their faith. Faith will always work. Faith will give a hungry man food and a thirsty man drink. Will clothe the naked. Will take in the stranger, will visit the sick in his need and carry the Gospel to those that are in prison. That is what faith will do. My friends, you haven't any salvation, you haven't any faith, if it doesn't issue in good deeds. That is what the Master said, and I'm giving you what He said. I tell you if you and I are not meeting the needs of men we do not love the Christ of God, because He came to minister to men, and He has no other hands but mine and yours, no other feet but mine and yours to carry it to those who are needy in the earth today.

"Then shall the righteous answer Him saying Lord, when saw we thee an hungered and fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? Or naked, and Clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? They hadn't thought particularly about it. They just did it because they loved Jesus and loved needy people. They had the love of Jesus in their hearts. "And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Whenever you feed a hungry man you are feeding Christ. When you give a thirsty man a drink you are giving Christ a drink. When you clothe the naked you are clothing the Christ of God. When you take in a stranger you are taking in the stranger Jesus, the man of Galilee. When you visit the sick you are visiting the Christ. When you visit those who are in prison I say it with all the reverence in my heart, you are visiting Christ, because Christ even identifies Himself with the criminal, the murderer, yonder in the prison. Oh, friends, what a Lord we have!

“Then shall He also say to them on the left hand . . .” Here is another conversation. Oh, whoever you are today, if you are not a Christian, think of these solemn words. "Then shall He say also to them on His left hand, depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." Don't tone those words down. I didn't say them, I didn't write them. Don't come back at me, "Hendley's a Hellfire Preacher." Jesus was a Hellfire preacher. Friend, I am giving ​you what Jesus said. I am trying to keep you out of the Fire, “I was an hungered and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty and ye gave me no drink. I was a stranger, and ye took me not in. Naked, and ye clothed me not. Sick and in prison, and ye visited me not." You didn't come to me, and you prove by that you didn't have any faith. You didn't care for needy people. You didn't care and minister to their needs.

“Then shall they answer Him, saying Lord, when saw we thee an hungered or athirst or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall He answer them saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not unto me." You did it not, YOU DID IT NOT! Your life proves that you had no faith. You did not minister to the needy. Inasmuch as you did it not to one of these least (listen to those words) ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous unto life eternal."

Someone may tell me, "Brother Hendley, that is all just the judgment of the nations." Does God send nations to Hell as nations? No. When Jesus Christ said, "These shall go away into everlasting punishment," He was talking about individuals. Can nations visit the sick and clothe the naked and visit those in prison and feed the hungry? No. He is not talking about nations. He is talking about individuals going to Hell because they had no faith, and they did not minister. Here we have out of the nations two classes, saved and unsaved. The saved will be proving by their lives and by ministering to men that they have faith. The unsaved will prove by their lives so selfish, not serving mankind, that they have no faith in God, that they never loved Him and there is no place for them to go but into everlasting punishment. I ask you now with all my heart as I come to the close of this message. My friend, as you sit there, do you know the Lord? Are you living the Christian life and ministering to others? Are you ready to meet the Lord? Or will you hear Him say, "Depart from me into everlasting punishment." God help you to be saved and meet Him in glory.

PAGE  
1

