THE GREAT GULF
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Psalm 42

In Psalm 42 we see the wide gulf that separates the people of God from people who are not God's. This is a great Psalm. It has many facets to it, like a beautiful diamond. As we read it today, I trust that we will get from it some truths that will be a help to us on life's journey.

The Psalmist cries, "As the heart panteth after the waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after Tree, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the Living God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me, for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the House of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with the multitude that kept holyday. Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? And why are thou disquieted in me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance. 0 my God, my soul is cast down within me. Therefore, will I remember Thee from the land of Jordan, and from the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of the waterspouts: all thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me. Yet the Lord will command His loving kindness in the daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me and my prayer unto the God of my life. I will say unto God, my Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me? Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me, while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul, and why are thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God. For I shall yet praise Him who is the health of my countenance and my God."

A tremendous Psalm! Notice the divisions we have here. The two divisions of mankind are clearly found in this Psalm. They were back there in the day of the Psalmist, and they are here today. There is a wide gulf separating the people of God and the people of the world. There is an awful gulf that separates saved and unsaved here and will separate them in the other world.

You remember that in the 16th chapter of Luke, Abraham said to the rich man in hell, "Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed." Now that gulf is here in this present life. There is a gulf between the godly and the ungodly, the spiritual and the unspiritual, those who love God and those who do not love God. There always has been a great gulf; there always will be. It begins in this life, and it is fixed at death, separating the saved and unsaved for Eternity.

Let me remind you that this is the song of an exile. David was away from home, away from the holy land, and away from the worship of God. Out there, away from the holy worship of the sanctuary, David said, "I REMEMBER how I used to go with the multitude to the House of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with the multitude as they kept holyday."

The Hebrew word for holyday is "festival.” Festival in our language means an occasion of great joy. And so it was with the Israelites. They had great times of joy in their holy days of worship in the House of God, Friends, how much of that goes on today? On Sunday morning, people go to church. Sunday evening, a straggling few. Fewer still on Wednesday night. But even in churches that are somewhat well‑filled, how many go in the spirit David had here? Going with the multitude, to God's house! Not a house WE built. ("Have you seen OUR church?" people say.) It is GOD'S HOUSE. Do we go with joy and praise in our hearts, as though we were going to a festival? That was David's experience.

David missed such worship. The other day I was in church, standing and singing and in front of me was a soldier, alone, singing out the praises of God. You could tell that that fellow was glad to be in church, glad to be in the House of God, glad to worship the Lord! There are fellows in Korea today who would be glad to be back home and have the freedom we have, to worship the Lord and go to His House.

David was an exile among enemies! "They continually say unto me, where is thy God? Show us your God!" They did not believe in God. They did not worship God. There are people today who say to Christians, "Show us your God." They have no faith in God.

But this is not only a song of exile, of a man among enemies who knew not his God, but it is also a song of SELF-ENCOURAGEMENT. David said, "My soul, why art thou cast down? Why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God! For I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance!" Self‑encouragement! He was away from Christian friends and his brethren, but he ENCOURAGED HIMSELF in the LORD his God. When all Israel murmured against David, you remember, David ENCOURAGED HIMSELF IN THE LORD. The art of self encouragement! We are not very strong Christians if we must have others around us to buttress our faith, to keep us moving on. Do we slip back when others slip back? Do we neglect when others neglect? Do we follow the current of the multitudes? Beloved, if when we have to stand alone we can encourage ourselves in the Lord our God, then we are CHRISTIANS, in deed and in truth.

So David was not only away from home and in the presence of enemies who mock his God, but there seemed also to be an absence of God Himself! He wondered why God wasn't near. "Why hast Thou forgotten me? Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?" It seemed that God had forgotten him. There come circumstances in our lives when it seems, outwardly, that God has forgotten us. But He hasn't! Remember Hebrews 13:5 "I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE." Isn't that great? No, God never forgets, though it may SEEM that way.

It seemed that way to Job. He thought God had turned to be his enemy. But God had not turned to be his enemy. A great Bible teacher, Dr. Allen Fleece, was teaching the book of Job at Moody Bible Institute. One night after teaching Job to his class, he was riding home on the trolley and he peered over the shoulder of a man sitting in front of him, reading the newspaper and it said something like this: "JOB PROSPECTS BRIGHTER." Of course, it meant that job prospects were brighter. But he made it mean Job! He had been teaching in the first part of the Book of Job, and Job was sure in a mess! He had lost everything! He was sitting on an ash heap. But Dr. Fleece said, "I knew what was at the END of the Book! I knew everything was coming out all right in the end. Job's prospects were brighter!" Well, that is the way it is with the child of God.

"My soul, why art thou CAST DOWN? Why art thou disquieted in me? HOPE thou in GOD! For I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance."

Oh, beloved, what a wonderful Psalm! What a wonderful truth! Listen, today, maybe you are in the presence of enemies. Maybe in your own home there are those who mock at you for your faith in God. But you just go on with the Lord! Maybe you are going through a dark time when it seems God has forgotten, as it seemed to David. But listen, your prospects are bright. God will not fail you! To those who trust Him He says, "I will NEVER leave thee nor forsake thee."

Trust in Him from this moment on. Will you do it?
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