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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD





          Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to the Book of Judges, chapters 4 and 5, and we are studying The Government of God, the Rulership of God.  We found that God is ruling mankind today, that God is moving on, that He operates in nations and also in individual lives. If we could only learn the principles and if we could have EYES TO SEE how God operates and where God operates! We find that in the Book of Judges, when a nation SINS against God, God sends their enemies against them, and they stay in captivity till they repent.  When they repent, God raises up a judge and they are restored to the land. And that is repeated over and over again.





          I want to call your attention to two thoughts, we have brought out.  One is “first-hand and  second-hand religion.” Deborah had first-hand religion. She was near to God.  There wasn't anyone else in Israel that God could use but Deborah.  She was nearest to His hand.  If YOU are not being used of God it because you are not near to God, because God USES everyone who is near enough and surrendered enough and spiritual enough for Him to speak to. Deborah got her religion first-hand. She knew the Lord.  She was the strongest person in Israel, spiritually, so strong that SHE could lead the nation in victory over their enemies and God could pour Himself THROUGH HER to give the victory to the nation of Israel.





          Now Barak had second-hand religion.  He had to get his call, not directly from God but from Deborah.  He listened to God, but THROUGH the voice of a human being. In this case, a woman, because a woman was NEARER to God than any man.  He Followed God only as Deborah followed God. He said, just before going out to battle, if you don’t go with me, I’m not going.  SHE planned the battle. SHE told him what to do.  SHE called him.  We'd never have heard of Barak if it hadn’t been for Deborah.  He had second-hand religion.  There are multitudes just like him. Are you among those who depend upon some human being before you do anything for God?  You won't pray unless somebody prods you to prayer?  You won’t  pray, unless your wife or your husband or someone else prays and the preacher constantly talks about a family altar?  You won’t study the Bible unless somebody PRODS you to do it? About all the Bible study you get is reading the quarterly or what the Sunday School teacher teaches you or the preacher says from the pulpit?  THANK GOD for all that.  But that is SECOND-HAND religion as far as you are concerned.  You are getting your spiritual truth SECOND-HAND, not directly from God Himself.








          The day is coming when ALL HUMAN PROPS will be taken  away, and we'd better learn to STAND ALONE WITH GOD, NOW. We came into the world alone.  We are going to die alone. We are going to meet God alone.  We came to Christ alone.  And we ought to be developing our spiritual life, in fellowship with others, BUT FIRST having our life "hid with Christ in God," a life that is alone! A real, genuine Christian has an outward Christian life that can be seen; but he also has an inward Christian life that cannot be seen.  A real Christian doesn’t TELL how much he studies the Bible or how much he prays unless somebody asks him or if it would be a blessing to help and encourage others to do likewise.  A real Christian’s life  IS HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD.  That’s the meaning of that wonderful verse in Colossians 3:l.  How is your "hidden" life?  A real Christian is like that iceberg yonder with just one-tenth sticking out of the water and the nine-tenths UNSEEEN below the waterline.  Our outward, visible Christian life will be only as strong as our hidden, inward spiritual life is, WITH GOD.





         Deborah had first-hand religion. Barak had second-hand religion.


Let me call your attention also to the fact that Deborah was NEAREST to God, and therefore God could use her.  God uses the vessel nearest to Him.  She was a remarkable faith!  In all Israel no one was saying, "We can defeat our enamies! We can go back to the land.  God will give us the victory!”  No, they were all defeated.  They were all DOWN.  There was no victory, EXCEPT DEBORAH.  And it is interesting that God used ONE WOMAN to lead the nation back, God uses individuals, time and again, to take care of his people and to give the victory.  In the Book of James we read that the prayer of a righteous man -- just one-- has great power.  ONE MAN, on his knees in prayer, right with God, can see miracles come to pass in the midst of an unbelieving church, BY FAITH IN GOD. Deborah was remarkable woman of faith.  I know that because GOD USED HER, boldly and courageously, to defeat the enemies of Israel and of the Lord.





          She a woman of ACTIVITY. A lot of women stay in the background and say that a woman’s place is not to do anything at all.  Well, the Bible teaches that women are not usually in the place of leadership.  But, when men will not operate, women must do it, and God will use them, and THIS WAS GOD’S CALL.  Deborah was a prophetess. A prophetess does not become a prophetess of her own will and way.  She didn't plan it that way, that she should speak for God to the nation as a prophet of God, being only a woman. A prophet spoke God's message to the people.  But God chose her, even as He chose His other prophets. She was CHOSEN of God and she OBEYED God. Her activity was for God and for his people.  When a person lives close to God and God needs somebody to do a job, he picks that person who is in touch with himself directly.  God did not call Barak first.  He could not.  Barak wasn't listening.  God had to use Deborah to go after Barak!  And so it is with second-hand religion.





         When God gave the victory to this woman of FAITH AND ACTIVITY FOR GOD AND HIS PEOPLE, she gave the LORD the praise! We have her victory song given to us in the wonderful fifth chapter of Judges.  I'm not going to deal with  it in detail, but I want to call your attention to two or three things.





First, the people willingly offered themselves. We have that twice: verse 2 and verse 9. The people WILLINGLY OFFERED themselves. Now they had  been blackslidden. They had been in definite evil.  God took them captive.  God brought discipline and judgment and punishment and sorrow and suffering, that was disciplinary an restoring and cleansing.  They repented!  And then they offered themselves willingly. That is the way back home to God. That’s the way of restoration.  When we sin and do not repent, then God sends distress.  When we repent, then we offer ourselves willingly, and God can use us.  All through the Bible here is a principle: Nothing is worth anything in religion, except WILLING offerings.  Willing offerings!  That is, from the heart.  I've tried to emphasize that among God’s people again and again. If your "giving" is not from your HEART and for the glory of God, it isn’t worth  anything! If your Sunday School teaching isn't from your HEART and for the glory of God it isn't worth anything.  If your preaching isn't from the heart and for God's glory, it isn’t worth anything. Paul says in the New Testament, "Before they gave anything they FIRST GAVE THEMSELVES.” God doesn't WANT your MONEY, if you don’t give your HEART.  God isn't interested just in your money. HE WANTS YOUR LIFE.  He wants to BLESS you. He wants to make you a blessing to others.  A lot of people are trying to "pay their way" into heaven.  They think when they give their money, they don't have to give their hearts, their minds, their testimonies, don’t have to pray  and study the Word of God and delight in the Lord, and have a SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.  They give God a "token" and an "outward" religion that is not of the heart.  It’s no good.  It absolutely isn't worth anything at all. It is better not to have any religion at all than to have a religious "profession" that isn’t WlLLINGLY and FROM THE HEART.  For God loves those who give out of LOVE to Him, those who believe that God will take care of them because HE SAYS He will do it.  So we learn the principle of WILLING offerings, offerings that are from the heart.


The next thing I want to call your attention to is found in verse 23.  "Curse ye  bitterly the inhabitants therof becaure THEY CAME NOT TO THE HELP OF THE LORD, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.” Now here is God's curse, God Himself saying, "CURSE a certain city and all it’s inhabitants." Now, WHY?  Had they done some POSITIVE EVIL?  No, it was negative, they hadn't done anything for the LORD.  They didn't love God.  When the rest of the people offered themselves WILLINGLY to the Lord to defeat the enemies of the Lord and to further God’s cause, the people of Meroz said, "No we’re not going to help the Lord in His work." The people didn't say that with their lips of course.  They “simply didn’t COME.” We have multitudes of people like that today.  You go to almost any church on a Sunday night and see the MASS of church members who are NOT present.  You’ll see what I'm talking about. “They came NOT to the help of the Lord.” Survey the giving in your church and you will find a little handful of people who are carrying the burden of giving! Look at your workers, a little handful are doing all the work and the others are parasites.  Their names are on the church roll and they want to be known as "Christians”  because that is very popular, but they do not want to LIVE the Christian LIFE.  They don't come to the help of the Lord and the cause of Christ. Their HEARTS are not in the cause of the Lord!  Therefore they do not LOVE the Lord.  And THEREFORE THEY ARE NOT TO BE NUMBERED among the people of God  and THEREFORE they are cursed.  





That is what God said.  If you think that is "strong language" from God, and you think the God of the Old Testament is different from the God of the New, let me remind you that the Apostle Paul closes his great letter to the Corinthian church with these words: "If any man LOVE NOT the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed.”  Let God’s curse be upon him.  For, after GOD has GIVEN His only begotten Son and given men HIS HEART, if a man WILL NOT accept His Christ and LIVE for Christ, well, there's nothing else for him in God's governmental plan for the human race but for him to be destroyed from among the human race.  That's actually what it means to be lost, lost from the real, blessed part of the human race.  For God has a GOVERNMENT, and He is moving ON, to deliver the human race from the thralldom of sin.  Those who cooperate with Him by accepting His Son and living a godly life, TO THEM will be blessings.  To those who DO NOT cooperate with God, will come blasting, destruction.  Beloved, when people are  NOT INTERESTED in helping the Lord in His cause, God’s curse is pronounced upon them, whether they are "church members" or not.  For these people were outwardly “people of Israel,” but God’s curse was pronounced upon them by an angel of the Lord.  And the great apostle pronounced a curse on the person who was "religious" in Corinth in the Corinthian church, but did not LOVE CHRIST and prove by his life and activity that he did not really love the Lord Jesus Christ. A person who does not love Christ CANNOT go to heaven.


In verse 31 we have the final part of the song of this woman who loved the Lord: "So let all thine enemies perish, 0 Lord, but let them that LOVE HIM be as the son when he goeth forth in his might.” Did you get that?  There are two classes there of people in their relationship to the Lord.  His enemies, and His lovers!  Those who are his enemies and those who love Him.  Those who are His enemies do not come to help Him, are not INTERESTED, even though they may make a profession; and those who truly LOVE the Lord and help to fight His battle for Him!  You find that, too, in the New Testament.  Paul WEEPS, in the  Philippian letter, over those who are ENEMIES of the Cross of Christ. We read also of those who "love the Lord, who are the called according to His purpose." For them, all things work together for good.  We are either enemies of the Lord, or His lovers one of the two. It is according to what we do about His work,.  "Curse ye Meroz.  Curse the inhabitants thereof  bitterly because they came not to the help of the Lord.”  They didn't commit great sins.  They weren't idol-worshippers. They were NUMBERED among “the people of Israel.” They were "in the camp" of Israel. They made outward professions.  But, they did not HELP in the work of the Lord AGAINST His enemies.  Now the CHURCH today is in a battle against the WORLD, the FLESH and the DEVIL carrying on CHRIST’S WORK.  If we are not actively engaged in it, when we can be, it simply proves that we are not really among His people, His LOVERS. We are, rather, enemies of the Lord!  Beloved, if any of us are such, may God help us to get alone with the Lord and make sure we are SAVED and are among the lovers of the LORD and become men and women of faith, like DEBORAH who did the work of God faithfully!  
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