THE GOSPEL---WHAT IS IT?

Jesse M. Hendley

Jeremiah 31:3

What is the Gospel? You hear a lot about it, but what is the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Do you remember that text that says, "Repent and believe the GOSPEL" What is the Gospel to believe? Many people do not know what REPENTANCE is. Many people do not know what the GOSPEL is. Many people change their beliefs like the chameleon changes its colors. They believe one thing today and something else tomorrow. Some people shift from one faith to another. But the Gospel is always the same. You know, a tree that is constantly transplanted will not grow and bear fruit. Young Christians ought to grow in the great fundamental doctrines of our Lord in His Holy Word.

Now one thing that many people believe is that salvation lasts only for a short time. I don't want any such Gospel as that. How could you have joy in a "salvation" that takes you only part of the way to heaven, and then departs and leaves you cold and LOST? God says that He saves with an EVERLASTING salvation! To those who trust Him He gives everlasting life, everlasting hope, on an everlasting foundation. He loves us with an everlasting love. He will bring us to an everlasting kingdom. To believe this brings joy and praise. We are awed and subdued, at such an unspeakable gift--‑the eternal salvation of our souls.

Salvation comes through sovereign grace, and sovereign grace alone. It's the only news that can be called Good News. Have you ever seen people walking down the street, and you knew they were bad characters, leading awful lives, and have you ever thanked God that He has kept you from such lives---drunkenness, adultery, dishonesty, profanity, obscenity? If your life is not like that, it is because of God's grace to you! HE is to be thanked! "By the grace of God I am what I am," said the Apostle Paul. And so must every one of us say that nothing but the GRACE OF GOD has brought us whatever life we enjoy today. If God had left us alone, what great sinners we would have been! Without a restraining Hand, how many of us would have run the lengths of sin and dived headlong into folly, would have broken our lives and distorted our minds and wrecked our bodies? Can you find any reason, in yourself, why you should be saved? No. There is only one answer: God planned it. The reason that I am not at this moment classified with those without Christ is the sovereign grace of God. Christ looked on me, pitied me, saved me and awakened me, because He wills that I shall be with Him where He is and share His glory. That is His Word in John 17. It is Christ Who takes the lead in our salvation.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

And grace my fears relieved."

Spurgeon tells how he was saved. He said he learned the doctrine of God's grace in an instant. "I believed one time that I could save myself. I thought I was doing it all myself. I had no idea that the Lord was seeking me. I believed what I had heard from many pulpits. One night when sitting in a church listening to a preacher (I did not believe what he was saying) the thought struck me: How did you come to be a Christian? I answered, I sought the Lord. But the next thought came: How did you come to seek the Lord? The truth flashed across my mind: I would not have sought Him unless there had been some previous influence in my mind to make me seek Him. I prayed, but WHY did I pray? I read the Scriptures, but why did I read the Scriptures? In a moment I saw it all, that God was at the bottom of it all."

The Foundation Stone, on which alone you can build a solid„ happy God honoring, useful Christian life is that SALVATION BEGINS WITH GOD. God seeks us. God's Word says that every soul in its natural state is dead in trespasses and sins, and a dead thing must be created alive before it can rise and move and act. That is true of us physically, and it is true of us spiritually. You remember the song, "Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God." Jesus sought me; I didn't seek Him first. The Scriptures say He first loved me, and gave Himself for me. We didn't first love Him. GOD took the initiative. God made the first move! God did the quickening! Jesus sought Paul, and poured out upon him His salvation Jesus sought, passed by, and called Peter, and Peter followed Him. And John, and John followed Him. Jesus says, "Follow ME," and we rise and follow Him.

So we see then an overruling providence and appointment in our entrance into this world in which we are born. We had no choice in the matter. We had nothing to do with it. Who was it who chose you parents for you? You didn't do it. God did. Who chose the race in which you were to be born? You might have been a Chinaman, an Indian, or some other color. But you were born as you were born. Why? Who chose your country for you? Who chose the city in which you were born? Who chose your early circumstances that surrounded you in your early life? God did it all, when you were hopeless and helpless and unthinking and unconscious of your surroundings.

The Fountain of Life gushes not from us, but from God. If you are alive spiritually, or alive physically, it is because GOD took the initiative. WITH HIM IS THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, physically and spiritually. You cannot see God without Him first shining His Light around about you and in your soul. You cannot of yourself understand the Bible, you cannot be born again, you cannot repent--‑even repentance is a gift of God. God's Word speaks of God giving "repentance unto life," to men, that they may be saved.

Now, Christian, God's Word says that when this great universe lay only in the mind of God, when there was no sun, no moon, no stars, no forecasts, no seas, no birds, no animals, no men‑‑‑God KNEW YOU, and LOVED you, and PLANNED for you your eternal well‑being!

In Jeremiah 31:3 we read God saying, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love. Therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee." God drew us; He loved us with an everlasting love. What IS everlasting love? It is a love that has no beginning, and it will have no end. It is the love that was in God from the very Beginning. He says to YOU; "I have loved THEE with an everlasting love." And that is the reason you are saved today‑--or that you can be.

So what is the Gospel? Here it is. HE died for me. He called me. He gave me faith.

Faith is not something you work up in yourself. It is something given to you from God. The faith you trust Him with is His Gift to you. God gives it to you. God says that life is a gift also. Christ "quickeneth whom He will." He quickens into life dead souls! There never has been a man to rise from spiritual death unto spiritual life, and love God and the Bible and Jesus Christ, but that JESUS--‑while ​that soul was dead in trespasses and sins--‑quickened him! He loved him and poured into him His own blessed life and made him partaker of the divine nature, a sharer in the very nature of God. If you have life in your soul, and if you love God and Christ and the Scriptures and the service of God and your fellowship of Christians and the Church and the souls of men, it is because Jesus has poured His Life into you! If God had not drawn you, you would never have come. It is a solemn, solemn fact. "No man.." Jesus said, "can come unto Me except the Father draw him." The reason you came to Jesus was that the Father drew you. It was GOD Who spoke to our hearts, when we saw Jesus and fell in love with Him.

The Psalmist said, "He only is my Rock and my Salvation." HE ONLY! The only stable thing I have is God. What is your salvation? GOD. There is no other. You'll never be able to save yourself; GOD must do it.

God, with His gigantic intellect, conceived a plan to save you and me. We may have forgiveness THROUGH THE DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. If you think God is shaky and unstable and wishy‑washy and plans something today, only to uproot it and change His plans tomorrow, you are mistaken. GOD’S MIND AND GOD'S INTELLECT IS SUCH THAT HE NEVER CHANGES. The Plan God made from the Beginning shall never change!

The second thing is, HE WILL KEEP HIS PEOPLE AND BRING US SAFELY HOME TO HIMSELF. The Psalmist said "Thou wilt guide me with Thy Counsel, and afterward receive me into Glory." Thou wilt guide me all through my life and will not leave me, even when life ends. Thou wilt NEVER leave me. And AFTERWARD, Thou wilt receive me, “me,” personally‑--into Glory!

This great truth makes us happy! The Bible speaks of the "joy" of salvation. There can be no joy if God does not KEEP me. He is the only One who can do it. God's purposes cannot be frustrated--‑by angels or devils or evil men. Man's promises may be broken, but GOD'S promises NEVER! And if you and I base our souls on the promises of God, WE ARE SAFE.

You may have had the idea that you can save yourself, just anytime. Look out, friend. You'd better come to God TODAY. No man can come unless God DRAWS him. How grateful I am, with the world lost and going to Hell, with multitudes not loving the Bible and Christ and perishing souls that God has saved me with an everlasting salvation. He offers it to you today. You may have everlasting life by ACCEPTING HIM. Will you believe Him now? "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be SAVED." Will you do it?
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