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Romans Chapter 11

Anyone who understands the Book of Romans will certainly understand the Bible. Anyone who does not will certainly go amiss on God's Plan. We learn the great truth of GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS. We learn that the person who puts his faith in Christ has his sin question settled, and that there is no condemnation, no judgment, nothing ahead but glory for the child of God, so far as the salvation of his soul is concerned.

Now we come to the 11th chapter. It starts with a great question. “I say then, can God cast off His people?” And the answer is, “God forbid.” Does God cast off some people, arbitrarily saving this one and rejecting that one, wholly apart from their own faith and belief? Paul says, “God forbid.” Even though people get away from God, God always has His Own in this world, even in times of great apostasy. You read in Christian history of times when the Light of God almost flickered out, God had so few left in this world. But at such times, God always has what is called “His Remnant.” Back in Elijah's day, it looked like God didn't have anybody left who really loved him. Elijah was praying and asking God about it. And God said to Elijah, “I have left for Myself 7,000 men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” Well, the 7,000 were not living on Mount Carmel with Elijah; they were not living as close to God as Elijah. Yet they were still God's people. God always has His remnant. In these days also, God has His own on the earth. So although multitudes are going their own way, still God has His own people who will not bow their knee to the things of the world but love Him and put Him first in their hearts.

Now the remnant is saved by the grace of God, not by works. We are saved by the free favor of God, not by works, or any vision we may see, or some great experience, but by the GRACE of God. So, Paul says, if it is BY GRACE, it is NOT OF WORKS. His Grace is made good to us when we come to Him and say, “Lord, I want Thee.” We are not going to heaven by working for our salvation. We can do nothing to save ourselves. Our works, the Scriptures say, are dead. They are not alive. They are not meritorious. They cannot lift us one inch toward heaven. To get to heaven, we must ACCEPT GOD'S FREE GRACE. WE MUST DEPEND WHOLLY UPON HIM. There is no other way.

We read that many in Israel did not obtain salvation. They did not seek it by grace. Israel obtained it not?

And the elect obtained it? It is written that God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see and ears that they should not hear unto this day. And David said, “Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompense unto them. Let their eyes be darkened that they may not see, and bow down their back always.” He is quoting the Old Testament. It is a tremendous truth. When people will not come in GOD'S WAY and receive as a gift His free favor, admitting they are sinners, worthy of death and judgment and hell, not casting themselves on the mercy of God not claiming His salvation in the Lord Jesus, then they are in terrible danger; they will not obtain His salvation. They go on in their own way in spite of God's warnings and finally they plunge into the darkness of despair. Even God has to give them up, for they WILL NOT come. There is no movement in their hearts toward Him. People have argued with me about the Unpardonable Sin. Preachers have told me they don't believe there is such a sin. Listen to this terrible passage of Scripture: “God gave them a spirit of stupor.” Isn't that an awful thing? Stupor in spiritual things, so that they cannot understand, and cannot see. I don't see how people can hear the plain statements of God's Word warning them to come to Him, and willfully refuse. Finally an insensibility comes over such a person, as he turns from God's way and insists on his own way.

Salvation. I want to say again, is coming to God in His way, receiving His Son the Lord Jesus as your Saviour. You can't buy it. You can't work for it. It is a gift, and all you can do is RECEIVE it. If you don't do it, and you try to work out your own salvation, and you persistently refuse God's way, there will come a time when God will see that you have no intention of coming to Him and will leave you. He will give you up. He gave them a spirit of stupor. “Eyes that did not see.” See what? The Plan of Salvation. “Ears that did not hear.” Hear what? The good tidings of salvation, His free gift. Friends, it is a solemn truth that there are people today who NEVER WILL see God's Plan and hear God's Truth. This doesn't mean physical eyes and ears. It means spiritual eyes and ears. God's man can get up and preach and preach, and they NEVER WILL be saved. A spiritual stupor has come over their spiritual senses. They are blind and deaf to spiritual truth! They hear the Word with their physical ears but cannot take it in with their spiritual ears. The Word can be shouted out from pulpit and radio and press and they never hear it in the depths of their souls.

So we learn that everyone will not be saved. In verse 14 we read, “if by any means I may provoke to jealousy them that are my flesh and may save SOME of them . . .” All are not going to be saved. Why? Because they seek salvation in THEIR OWN method!

How are we going to be saved and stand? The answer is, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. So many people make some outward demonstration of faith in Christ and yet two years from that time, you can't even find them around spiritual things. They never learned to pray. They never learned to study the Bible. They never learned to win souls to Christ. They never have come out of the world of sin to live a life separated unto the Lord. They are so much like the ungodly you can't tell any difference between the two. They are like the unsaved. Now why? It is because they didn't have FAITH to pray and study the Bible and seek to live for God.

So we read in verse 40, “Thou standest by faith." That is the only way a person CAN stand. We are SAVED by faith, and we must STAND by faith.

If I try to work things out for my​ self, struggling to please God when He says that my best righteousness is

as filthy rags, I'll find out sooner or later the burden is too heavy, I'm los​ing out, I'll never make the grade, and that in myself at best I am unworthy!  We must be saved, and stand, BY FAITH!  Faith in what?  FAITH IN GOD.  FAITH IN CHRIST’S ATONEMENT FOR SINS.  FAITH IN GOD’S UNCHANGEABLE WORD.

God warns us, and there is no smile on His face when He warns us. “Behold the goodness AND SEVERITY of God! To them that fell, severity; to thee His goodness, IF thou continue in His goodness.” God's goodness is that with which He blesses men, those who come in His Plan. God's severity is that which finally separates man from God, because man willfully refused His way. Man brings it upon himself. God is never willing that any should perish. But it is God's severity when He allows man to go on in his own way. Friends, God is gracious; but God is no mollycoddle. We are living in days of grace. People's sense of right and wrong have so merged that nothing seems very wrong any more. People think they can live any old way they want to and get by. The average man's idea of God is that He is an Old Man with a long white beard Who will wink at sin, Who doesn't actually have a Hell and Judgment for those who will not obey Him. The average man thinks he can live any old way, and when he comes to die, he will just call on God at the last minute and beg Him to let him into Heaven, and God will turn His face aside while he steps through the Gate; there's really nothing to fear; God is always ready to save. Friends, that is a mistaken idea! The word SEVERE is the Greek word which means TO CUT OFF! TO STRIKE DOWN! TO STRIKE OFF! NO MORE GRACE! NO MORE LENIENCY! NO MORE TRIFLING. God says, “You have gone on and on in spite of my pleadings, in spite of my grace, in spite of the fact that I loved you, in spite of the fact that I gave my own Son's BLOOD for your sins! I sent my servants to preach the Gospel to you! I gave you my Book! I pled with you. Some of you were sick, and I brought you back from the jaws of Hell. I have given you chance after chance, and you still wanted your own way that leads to destruction! YOU NEVER HAVE COME TO ME. YOU HAVE SEALED YOUR OWN DOOM. YOU HAVE WAITED T00 LATE!”

Friends, don't you count on waiting till the last minute to call on God. You have forgotten the SEVERITY of God. Don't you think you can refuse Him and the Lord Jesus Christ all your life and not pay. I pray God you will accept His mercy! I pray God that you will see your DANGER TODAY, and COME TO HIM and repent of your disobedience WHILE THERE IS TIME, fall on your face and accept God's mercy and grace. The day is coming when the heavens will be as brass over your head.

In Proverbs 1:28 God says, “They shall CALL UPON ME, but I SHALL NOT ANSWER. They shall seek me early, but they SHALL NOT FIND ME, for they hated Knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord.” Friend, you have your CHOICE. You can go your own way, or you may have God's salvation by calling upon Him and accepting the atonement of the Lord Jesus for your sins. In Christ, He releases you from the guilt and penalty of sin. Oh, take God's salvation. Accept His free pardon through Christ, the One Who saved you. If you do not, you will come to the end of the way only to meet God's severity and judgment and Hell. Oh, today put your faith in GOD. Will you do it?
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