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Romans 10:14-15

For our message for today, I would like for you to turn to Romans 10:14 and 15, and we want to think about The Glory of Christian Service. We read, "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” That means that everyone in the world can be saved, if they will only call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. That is what Jesus is: the Saviour.

Then comes the question: "How then shall they call on Him Whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe on Him of Whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent? Even as it is written, how beautiful are the feet of them that bring glad tidings of good things. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ."

There are five HOW'S. How shall these people be saved if we do not bring them to the Lord Jesus Christ? Every one of us will give an account of this at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

It is wonderful to be in the service of the Lord. Daniel Webster, the great statesman and orator, spoke one time in Boston in 1852 and he emphasized the great service anyone renders who teaches God's Truth to others. He said, "If we work upon marble, it will perish. If we work upon brass, time will efface it. If we rear temples, they will crumble to dust. But if we work upon men's immortal minds, if we imbue them with high principles, with the just fear of God and love of their fellowman, we engrave on those tablets something which time cannot efface, which will brighten and brighten to all Eternity." Daniel Webster recognized the privilege of being God's instruments in bringing His Truth to all men. That is the summation of a great man about the Gospel of the Lord Jesus and the privilege it is that you and I have in teaching others the Way of Life! Oh, how we need to live the Christian life as well as teach it! Shame be upon us if when we meet the Lord we have not, in some measure, lived it and spoken it and shown others The Way!

The world NEEDS Christian service. That is what we mean by revival--‑new life, the life of God. You know, I'm grateful for the way the Lord uses this broadcast. I hope you'll pray about it, that it may reach many others. We have no way of knowing about its influence except through the letters that come to us. One lady wrote us recently and said that since she lost her mother and father she had felt all-alone in the world. But hearing this Gospel broadcast she learned that she was not alone. She felt no longer lonely. When Jesus comes, LONELINESS GOES!

In a recent campaign in Missouri this letter came to me. "I thank God for your Gospel message. It has lifted a burden from my heart. My life has not been what it should for Christ. There are times when His Vision dims and I fear. I cannot get the blessings I need. Do you think that He wants to use me in a way that I have not surrendered unto Him?"

I want to call your attention to that line, "There are times when His Vision dims, and I fear." FEAR GOES when the soul is revived, when one engages in Christian service, when one surrenders to the best of his ability to the Lord.

Through Christian service, LIVES SURRENDER to the Lord Jesus Christ. How we need that now. In a recent meeting, a group of young people surrendered to God. One young lady, who played the piano in the meeting, with tears in her eyes told us that many of the young people at school (a University) had mocked the Gospel we were preaching and mocked real Christians who lived a Christian life separated from the world. I had the privilege of speaking to all these young people. They needed the Message, and this young lady herself needed encouragement to live for Christ.

I remember a young lady whose father was a minister. This preacher with tears in his voice told me that this daughter was ashamed of his being a preacher. The reason was that she was worldly. She was a very popular girl, the most popular girl in high school, going with the most popular boy, thinking about the things of the world. In fact, during our revival meeting, this girl and boy spent one evening at a drive‑in theatre, while the girl's father was doing what he could to help in the revival, pouring out his soul trying to get people to come and accept Christ. That evening late, this father took the girl to one side, and talked with her earnestly. He asked her why she had been so late coming in. He said, "You've broken your Daddy's heart, now, by your attitude. I want to know where you've been." She told him the truth. She said, "We've been out to a drive‑in theatre." He said, "Why did you go out there?" She said, "Well, this boy--‑I didn't want to disappoint him." The boy had told his Daddy a lie about the whole thing, saying the car had broken down. He didn't tell the truth. He knew he should have been in the church that night, for he was a professing Christian. The girl, too, was a professing Christian.

I had the privilege of speaking to these young people. I said, "It's true the world is going to laugh at us. The world laughed at Jesus. The world laughed at Paul. The world has laughed at all of God's people." I told them that I had been laughed at since the day I set my face to walk with the living Christ! People said of me, "Well, he'll last about a year." Thank God, it has been going on for twenty-two years already, and it is getting sweeter and sweeter every step of the way. I said to them, "There are people NOW IN HELL that laughed at me. I am sorry about it. I wish they had listened. I wish they had not gone there. I wish I could call them back now. There is no question about it: they are IN HELL because they laughed at Jesus and the Gospel. There always will be those who will laugh and mock. Listen, in this Christian life, we've got to take sides! We've got to live for Christ or not for Christ! We can't live for the world and Jesus at the same time! If we live for HIM, we must be willing to be laughed at, sometimes. We must be willing to be lonely, sometimes. "But," I said to those young people, "When the world begins to crumble under the wrath of Almighty God, and sinners call for the rocks and mountains to fall on them to save them from the Face of God and the wrath of the Lamb, YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU STOOD UP FOR JESUS!" I challenged them with the glory of Christian service! There was seriousness on their faces.

After the campaign, the preacher said to me, "Oh, what has been done in my home has been worth everything to me!" This lovely daughter surrendered her life to Christ. She was a different girl.

The two fine young men who drove me from the hotel to the meeting, surrendered their lives to Christ, They belonged to a club in that town, in connection with their business. The club had raised money the year before by having a dance. These young men said that this year they were going to protest this form of raising money, and if they had it anyway, they were going to withdraw from the club. They saw that it is time for Christians to take their stand FOR CHRIST. It is time for Christians to mean business!

In a recent meeting, God gave a glorious revival in the church. The meeting began on Easter Sunday. Well, everyone goes to church on Easter, you know. The house was packed. At the invitation, people all over that audience were weeping. I thought to myself, "These are people who have neglected the church for so long, and they are coming back." But I was told later that these people were regular, Sunday‑morning religionists! They are the kind that attend church on Sunday morning and then discard religion for the rest of the week. Then they come back on the next Sunday morning, and so on. On Easter Sunday night, there were about half of these people back. Monday night, still fewer. Well, we had a difficult pull during that first week. We went on to the second week, the second Sunday morning being a definite break, a victory for the Lord. The second Sunday night, souls streamed forward, and from that night on the crowds came night after night.

The third Sunday morning, there was a tremendous crowd again, and I just had to do it--‑I spoke on Backsliders in Heart! Not those that commit the gross sins of adultery and liquor drinking and other ugly things. I spoke on the Backslider who is conscious of the SLIGHTEST DRIFT away from God! A cooling of their affections for HIM! Unfaithfulness to Him! Not going all out for JESUS! Oh, the Lord really melted that place. How we thank God for what He did. We warned them earnestly. I said to that audience, "Here is your Sunday School, just HALF of what you OUGHT to have. You ought to be coming to Sunday School. You ought to be coming to the evening service! I have learned that even the deacons, most of them, do not come on Sunday night." I said, "Any Christian NOT in GOD'S house on Sunday night when he could be, is NOT WORTHY OF THE NAME OF CHRISTIAN. You who are Christians ought to be SERVING your Lord!" I told them these things in LOVE.

I said, "Here's your choir. Fifteen hundred members in this church, and you don't have a decent choir to lead the song service! If you can sing, you ought to help sing for the service of the Lord." They had just been indifferent about it.  Then I challenged them to Missions; telling how vast portions of this world have never heard the NAME of JESUS And I quoted this passage, "How can they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? How can they hear without a preacher? How can they preach except they be sent?" I said, "God has commissioned this church to REACH OUT TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH WITH THE GOSPEL! This church is capable of having A HUNDRED MISSIONARIES ON THE FIELD FOR THE LORD."

Then I spoke to them on the matter of giving their tithes to the Lord. I said, "Some of you people come here Sunday morning, put a dollar in the plate and think you've DONE SOMETHING for the Lord. You've ROBBED GOD, and you've cursed with a curse." And I quoted the Scriptures on that, that unless we give the tenth and an offering beyond that, we have robbed God.

When we came to the conclusion of that message, I asked the pastor to stand down front. I said, "I believe these people mean business." (I knew I had their hearts. I had been preaching to them from my heart for nearly two weeks and I knew they were listening earnestly to what I had to say.) I said the them, "Friends, God has placed you in this church and given you a commanding position to REACH THIS CITY FOR CHRIST, and not only this city, but the very ends of the earth. I want every one of you now who means business for the Lord, to say to this pastor, "We're ready to do what you say. I'm back of you.  I'll attend every service unless providentially hindered. I'll sing in the choir, teach a Sunday School Class, or do anything else I am called on to do. I want to serve Jesus and souls. I'll give of my tithes to help carry on this work of the Lord," I said, I don't want you to come at all if you don't mean it. But if you do mean it, I want you to come down and take the pastor's hand, signifying you're going to serve the Lord here and back him one hundred per cent." Oh, friends, it was a great service. The Lord had been speaking to the hearts of those people through His Word, and hundreds came forward to pledge themselves anew to serve the living Christ! The preacher told me later that the Lord, through that campaign, had set the work of that church forward FIFTEEN YEARS! There was new power, new zeal, new growth, new service, and new life.

Friend, are you among those who are cold, and backslidden, and careless toward God? Oh, if you are, come back to Him today!

Are you conscious today of any drift away from the Lord Jesus? Are you a backslider in heart? Have you slipped away from Him? Have you relaxed in your attendance at God's House? In prayer? In the reading of His Blessed eternal Word? Oh, TODAY come back to Him and start anew in your Christian life, making everyday count for HIM! Will you do it?
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