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If you have your Bibles, turn with me now to Romans chapter 6, and we are studying today THE GLORIOUS UNION OF THE BELIEVER WITH CHRIST.

Now in Romans, chapter 1 through 5; we have the wonderful teaching of Justification By Faith. In Romans 6 through 8 we have the truth about Sanctification, and it, too, is by faith, as we are going to see.

Now here is one of the greatest truths of the Bible: the glorious UNION of the believer with Christ. Paul has said, in Romans 5:20, that where sin abounded GRACE did much MORE abound. Now that might give the idea that if it is true that grace abounds where sin abounds, then the more you sin the more grace you will receive. That would be what some people would say; but they are leaving out the truth of the NEW LIFE IN CHRIST, that HATES SIN.

So Paul raises the question in chapter 6, verse 1: "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein? Know ye not that as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him, by baptism, into death, that like as Christ raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even we also SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE." So you see, instead of continuing in sin, we should walk in a NEW' LIFE. "Newness of life" means the NEW LIFE which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Now let's paraphrase for a little bit the thought of the chapter. The idea in verse 1, More sin, more grace: then should we go on sinning after we are saved, that we may get more and more grace?

Paul says, Never! Paul says a baptized believer cannot live in a state of sin because he is "dead" to it. Sin has no power over a dead man. Paul says that sin is a contradiction to the state we entered into when we were baptized.

Paul says that baptism means two things:

We were baptized (verse 3) INTO CHRIST. That means, INTO HIS STATE OF THINGS, and sin certainly has no connection with the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith and baptism, then, show forth the PERSONAL CONTACT WITH CHRIST that is ours. We have been brought into a new state of things. We were baptized INTO CHRIST.

Then we were baptized INTO HIS DEATH. That means A STATE like unto His death, death to the things of this world. When Christ died, He died to the things of the world. And so do we, when we accept Him as our Saviour and Lord, and baptism reveals that.

We were baptized into His DEATH. Christ's relationship to this world is one of DEATH; He is dead to it. Its claims, charms allurements, do not distress Him in the least.

Now verse 14 tells what happened when we were baptized, and what baptism means. Baptism means three things. It means that when you and I went INTO the water (were immersed), it meant DEATH. When we were SUBmerged, it meant BURIAL. When we Emerged (came up out of the water) it meant RESURRECTION. IMmersion, SUBmersion, Emergence: death, burial and resurrection. All that is true of a child of God in baptism.

That is what happened to Jesus. He died to the world; He was buried, cut off from this world; He was raised, to live the new life that this world has no appeal to and no power upon.

And the believer goes through a spiritual and moral and ethical likeness to that: we are still in this world, but we are DEAD to sin, we were BURIED with Christ, and we were RAISED with Him to walk in a new type of life.

That is the teaching about SANCTIFICATION, BIBLE SANCTIFICATION: we died WITH CHRIST, we were buried WITH HIM, and we were raised WITH HIM. And all these things a believer undergoes, morally and spiritually, by means of his UNION WITH Christ. Just as Christ, by His death burial and resurrection severed all contact with sin, so the believer, JOINED to Him in His Baptism, has severed all contact with sin and lives henceforth a life that is totally dedicated to God.

This is certainly the ideal however far we may have failed of it! It is what God wants for us--‑VICTORY OVER SIN. We are to act as men who are no longer under the dominion of sin. We are to dedicate all our powers to God and His service. We are not to fear sin nor yield to its dominion. For God's grace has freed us from the Law (sin's tool) which had kept us slaves to sin. GRACE, I say, has set us FREE from sin's thralldom! Isn't that a wonderful teaching? That is the thought we have here in Romans 6:1 through 11.

Now notice here. Paul in preaching GRACE has been accused by his adversaries of saying, "Let us do evil that good may come." You will find that in Romans 3:8. "And not rather, as we be slanderously reported and as some affirmed that we say, Let us do evil that good may come." Paul did not say that, when he said that where sin abounds grace doth much more abound.

So Paul brings in here the second of his great Pivotal Doctrines. The first was Justification by Faith, that we are declared righteous by simple FAITH in the Lord Jesus. Now here is the truth of SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH, that God does not leave us to struggle alone, after He has justified us and declared us righteous; but God pours His power through Christ into our hearts and through us out to a lost world! The pivotal truth of the Christian's glorious UNION WITH CHRIST, so that Christ can pour His life through us and out into those who are needy.  The truth of the glorious union of the

believer with Christ, in baptism: he shows there is a powerful FORCE that enters the believer, which gives him victory over sin.

Now notice verse 1: "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?" There Paul poses an objector. "Isn't GRACE," the objector says, "a DANGEROUS doctrine? If more sin means more grace, shouldn't we go on sinning?"

Paul says, NOT "God forbid"; that is NOT a translation. That is a paraphrase, or an interpretation. What Paul said was I Me genoito! "May it never happen!" It is a fervent wish, in the optative mood. "May it NEVER HAPPEN!" Me genoito! It is not a translation, because the word "God" isn't even in there. The word "God" is Theos, and, as you can recognize by the sound, "Me genoito" doesn't have "Theos" in it. The name for God is not in that phrase at all; nor is the word "forbid.” The translation is, "May it NEVER HAPPEN!" It is TOO HORRIBLE A THING.

When we became Christians, we spiritually DIED to sin in such a way that it is a contradiction to LIVE in it any longer. A Christian should live the life of VICTORY OVER SIN. Verse 2: "Know ye not that as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?" WE DIED then, to SIN. We, being of kind of people who DIED to sin.

Now notice verse 3: All of us who were "immersed into Christ,” not only accepted Him as Saviour, but we entered into a relationship so intimate it may be called an actual UNION. We even have that expression, "JOINED to the Lord," in one of the Corinthian letters. This UNION is perfectly symbolized in BAPTISM. Baptism recalls vividly the three facts that redeemed us: Christ's death burial and resurrection. And OUR UNION WITH HIM is such that these three facts ARE REPEATED in our persons in a moral and spiritual way. That is a tremendous thing!

Paul says, "Know ye not. . " Literally, "Are you ignorant ...?" Is it possible that you are ignorant of all that baptism means? Surely not.

I was in a meeting not long ago and every night the pastor baptized the people who came. They were baptized the same night they came forward. Well, of course, they couldn't be INSTRUCTED in what baptism meant.

But here in Romans 6 we have a divine commentary on WHAT BAPTISM MEANS. "Know ye not that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus ...." INTO Christ! We were baptized INTO CHRIST JESUS. That’s what baptism means. The Greek word is eis, "into,” means literally, "unto UNION WITH" Christ. Not merely "in obedience to Him." It is the idea of INCORPORATION. Incorporation means to form into a body; and we became members of HIS BODY.

We have the thought again in Galatians 3:27, where we read, "As many as were baptized into Christ (eis Christon), have PUT ON Christ." Now that word "put on" doesn't give the full sense of the word. It means to put on, AS A SUIT OF CLOTHES! As many as were baptized into Christ, put on Christ, as you put on a suit of clothes. That is, they walk around IN CHRIST. They are HIDDEN IN HIM. Others see CHRIST. When a person puts on a suit of clothes people see the CLOTHES. And so it is with the believer: we are HIDDEN IN THE CLOTHES, HIDDEN IN CHRIST. So "we have put on, as a suit of clothes, CHRIST!" We are hidden IN HIM. Isn't that wonderful?

That means UNION IDENTIFICATION, INCORPORATION, VITAL JOINING. This is the root of the reason why we should not live IN SIN. Because we are ONE WITH CHRIST.

"Now as many as were baptized into Christ, were baptized INTO HIS DEATH." Verse 3. The main thought is DEATH, all through this passage. The DEATH of the Christian. He DIES, morally and spiritually, to the world and to sin and to the flesh. He dies, because Christ died, and he is able to realize Christ's experience spiritually because he is UNITED to Him. And the Holy Spirit, who comes into our hearts when we are born again, makes that a REALITY. The death of Christ, then, is one special privilege for a believer.

Now let's look at verse 4. "Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death, that LIKE AS CHRIST was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, WE ALSO should walk in NEWNESS OF LIFE." That is an important passage. Translate that not "we ARE buried" but "we WERE buried"; one version gives the past tense. "WE WERE buried by baptism into death." So you have the death AND RESURRECTION of the believer IN CHRIST, and the NEW LIFE that is living, IN THE LORD.

Now let's get the thought. When we descended into the baptismal water that meant that we DIED WITH CHRIST. When the water closed over our heads that meant that we lay BURIED WITH HIM. When we came up out of the water that meant that we WERE RAISED WITH HIM. And we are to conduct ourselves in our future life after baptism, as men in whom has been implanted a new principle of life!

Let me pause for a moment here. If anyone is having any trouble about the "mode" of baptism, I simply throw this in. Here we have an explanation of the mode of baptism. It is a picture of BURIAL. "Sprinkling" obviously could not be the mode, because when you bury someone you don't sprinkle dirt on their face; they are COVERED OVER with the dirt. There is no doubt about the mode of baptism. There is no doubt that Paul conceives of baptism here are being IMMERSION, completely SURROUNDED AND COVERED BY water. You don't have to be a Greek scholar to see that; that is in plain English for everybody to understand. "We are BURIED with Him by baptism." So there is the divine commentary on the mode of baptism, that it is by immersion.

The next truth is our UNION or TOGETHERNESS WITH CHRIST, and we'll take that up the next time. It is a wonderful study, and I do not have the time left to discuss it now.

But I hope you got what baptism means: death and burial to sin, raised to walk in newness of life. Well, that's all for now. 
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