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And now we turn to Romans, the great foundation‑stone of the entire Bible as to the Plan of Salvation. Now in chapter 5 we learned that Abraham found something wonderful in Ur of the Chaldees thousands of years ago. He found out that we are saved through Jesus Christ.

Let me repeat: God will never bring anybody to heaven in any other way but through FAITH IN JESUS.

We learned that Abraham believed a definite statement that God made. His believing was counted for righteousness, righteousness that Abraham did not possess. In ourselves, we never have been righteous. We are not now. And we never will be. No one but Jesus has ever been righteous enough for God's Presence. Time and again Paul tells us that all have sinned and the best we do would still fall short of God's Presence, God's Salvation, God's Heaven. We cannot come through our own merit, good works, and righteousness. They are all FILTHY RAGS in His sight! That is what the Gospel reveals. How do we obtain the necessary righteousness? By faith in the Lord Jesus. It is UNTO ALL WHO BELIEVE. His righteousness is all that will fit you for the Presence of God.

Now we read that when God's righteousness was imputed to Abraham it was not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. (Romans 4:23,24.) It is for us today, who believe in the God who raised Jesus from the dead and raised Him for our justification. Isn't it wonderful, then, to have the Word of God? So our faith actually RESTS UPON THE WORD OF GOD. We rest on the statements of God, about what Jesus did for us on the Cross. If a person turns aside from God's statements, there is no salvation for him. Salvation comes from BELIEVING ON CHRIST according to the Word of God. When we believe Him, when we say, "God, You have told us the truth, and I believe You gave Jesus to die for me," then the sin question is settled and God declares you absolutely righteous because of your BELIEF in His statement.

Now the result is what? Chapter 5:1-11. Salvation is just by faith, in Christ plus nothing. "Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." So we learned then that we have PEACE WITH GOD. If my sins have all been settled in the past, then there is nothing to be worried about. I am not afraid of God. I am not afraid to meet God, if my sins are out of the way. You see, it is my SINS that make me afraid of God. But if my sin has already been satisfactorily dealt with, in His sight, what is there to fear?

You say, “Preacher, what about the judgment day?” But remember, the Christian will not be there! JUDGMENT is for the UNSAVED. When a preacher gets up and preaches on judgment, don't you sit out there and apply it to yourself, if you are a believer on the Lord Jesus. You are not going to stand before Him in judgment for your sins. You have ALREADY BEEN JUDGED, in the Person of Jesus on the Cross. If you have truly believed on Jesus, then you truly committed all your sins to His Cross! They were dealt with THERE, ALL OF THEM! How can they be judged AGAIN in the future? Legally, you are free. Jesus took the judgment you deserved. So the result is PEACE. Isn't that wonderful, friends? PEACE‑WITH GOD.

There is another rendition of this passage that many great scholars believe is more accurate. “Therefore being justified by faith, LET US KEEP ON ENJOYING PEACE with God.” It is ours. It is for us. Why not enjoy it? Jesus made peace for us by the Blood of His Cross. Sometimes you hear the phrase, “Make peace with God.” But men can't make peace with God. Jesus was the only One who could make it, and He has already made it. Men are to ACCEPT the peace that Jesus made. On the Cross, He removed everything that would make God frown upon us. Therefore, let us enjoy peace. Let us not be constantly worried about our sins. Let us have faith enough to believe God means what He says.

The second thing is, we have INTRODUCTION INTO THE FATHER'S PRESENCE. Verse 2. "By Whom also we have had our ACCESS, by faith, into this grace wherein we stand." ACCESS is the Greek word, which means literally, "introduction into the chamber of a king." The king, of course, is God. Now to have an introduction, we must have an introducer. The Introducer is the Lord Jesus Christ. You have been introduced to the FATHER now, and you are no longer a criminal in His sight, but you are a SON and your Father is the King! You are now on terms of LOVE. Jesus makes the access possible. Isn't that a wonderful truth?

Now the next thing is, WE HAVE VICTORY OVER OUR TROUBLES. Verse 3. We rejoice in our tribulations. How can you REJOICE in tribulation? Most of us grieve over our tribulations. Well, we ought to rejoice! Tribulation worketh steadfastness and steadfastness worketh approved ness. If you are not put to the test, you will not know how much you can stand. God tested individuals all through the Bible. Abraham and Job and many others. God tests HIS PEOPLE. We read it time and again. He wants us to know that we can stand the test. You know, any Christian can last for a year or so. But when a Christian endures, living victoriously for the Lord for five, ten, fifteen, twenty years while the devil and ungodly people throw everything they can into your way to discourage you, and then there comes a sweetness to your own heart to know that you can stand the TEST. When you start out, you think, “Will I ever make it, without falling by the wayside? I don't want to take the step if I can't mean business and go all the way.” Well, if you don't take the step YOU DON'T mean business! Take it, and go on through, step by step, and as the trials come, be steadfast, be true, be faithful, go right on with God, DIE before you'd be UNFAITHFUL! And so, as we just keep on, there comes a great compensation, knowing you have been steadfast. APPROVED! ABLE TO STAND THE TEST! By God's grace, you can go on and nothing can make you turn aside.

Then, appovedness worketh HOPE. Your hope brightens as you see that more and more you are able to stand the test. You know, after all, the person I want to believe in is Jess Hendley. I hope other people believe I am a Christian, and I'm glad my wife says she thinks I am a Christian; but deep down in my soul, more than anything else, I want my own heart to say, “You are a Christian; you mean business for God.” It's a good thing to prove to our selves that we can stand the test for God.

Then hope putteth not to shame, because the love of God hath been shed abroad by the Holy Spirit given to us. So here we learn the Holy Spirit is given to us. There are certain people today who say that unless you see visions and speak in strange tongues and so on, you are not filled with the Spirit. Paul does not say that here. Paul says time and again that when you take Jesus, God places His Holy Spirit in your heart, and from that time on the Spirit dwells with you. Every one who has real faith in Jesus has the Holy Spirit. In fact, their accepting Jesus is the work of the Holy Spirit. So don't worry about whether you have the Spirit. If you can say in your heart, “My faith is in Jesus Christ to save me,” you need not worry about not having the Spirit.

Now next we read the basis of it all. “For while we were yet weak‑too weak to save ourselves‑in due season Christ died for the ungodly.” He died for all, because everyone is ungodly in himself. The man has never been born who was godly apart from Jesus. All of us have done and thought ungodly things. But Christ DIED‑--FOR--‑THE UNGODLY. Oh, that brings hope! That brings peace.

Verse 7. “Scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were YET SINNERS, Christ died for us.” What more can God say, to tell us that Christ loves us? How else can He teach us that His salvation comes from HIM? When God sent Christ, He must have said, “"Surely they'll believe Me now. I've given them My Word. I've given them my Son. If they will not believe the Word, or My Son, then I have no other way.” God commendeth His LOVE toward us!

The next is JUSTIFICATION BY BLOOD. "Being now justified by His Blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him." Justified means declared righteous. We are declared righteous by His Blood. Not by our tears, our praying, our reading the Bible, our going to church, our good works and deeds, but BY HIS BLOOD. Jesus emptied His veins, poured out His Blood, DYING OUR DEATHS FOR US. That Blood alone can save us for​ever. Read this verse. "Shall be saved." Then, friends, it isn't presumptuous to say we are saved. God says it is so, right here. If we have met God's con​dition; if we have come in His way; if we have accepted the Blood of Christ as the atonement for our sins--‑then God says we SHALL be saved.

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” The Lord Who died for us is LIVING, and He is strong enough to take care of us. We are saved by His LIFE now. He keeps us day by day.

“And not only so, but we also re​joice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ through Whom we have now received--- NOW RECEIVED--‑THE RECONCILIATION."

But you say, "How can a SINNER rejoice in God? How can I, a sinner, be happy thinking about God?" Beloved, accept His salvation! Put your whole trust in His unfailing Word! Will you do it?
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