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Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me please, to Romans, chapter 5, verses 1 through 11, a tremendous study in the Word of God, in the great Epistle of Paul to the Romans.

Today we are studying the blissful, glorious CONSEQUENCES OF JUSTIFICATION. We have already seen that we are justified by faith. We are declared righteous, by faith. Now there are wonderful consequences, glorious consequences, of the statement of God that we are righteous. God treats us unlike sinners. So many people say, "Well, we are all going to the same place. We are all in the same boat." Well, we aren't! There are two divisions of men: Those who are justified and those who are not justified; those whom God declares righteous and those whom God does not declare righteous. And God is not going to treat those who believe on His Son and are declared righteous, as He treats the unbeliever who does not believe on His Son and whom He has not declared righteous. There are glorious CONSEQUENCES for the man or woman who believes on Jesus and is justified by faith and is declared righteous, and there are horrible consequences for those who reject Christ and are not justified and declared righteous by God.

Now the Christian state of justification has consequences. There are consequences near, and there are consequences out yonder in the future, for all time and eternity. It is not a little thing, my friend, to be declared righteous by God! It has big consequences throughout the future.

The present consequences, here, are described as "peace with God" and "sure hope" for a happy future, which result in courage under all trials and persecutions of this brief life.

The future consequences come under the idea of assurance, which comes from the realized proof of God's love, which guarantees our final salvation and eternal glory.

Now let me read you the passage: Romans 5: 1 through 11. "Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory f God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience, patience experience, experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more, then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we have now received the atonement."

Now I want to paraphrase the teachings of this wonderful statement. A paraphrase will give us the sense of what Paul is teaching.

Paul says that we ought to enjoy our glorious privileges. By a strong and eager faith WE EMBRACE Christ and are accepted as righteous in God's sight. And it becomes our immediate duty, Paul says, to ENJOY to the full this new state of peace which we owe entirely to our Saviour. He and He alone is the One Who, by His death and resurrection, has brought us within the arms of divine favor. Here in this blessed position, we do not passively acquiesce, but we give forth with praise and exultation, because one day we shall participate in His glory there, as we enjoy His favor here.

"But what about persecution," someone says, "and trials in the Christian life?"

Paul replies, that instead of dampening our ardor and our rejoicing, they actually contribute to our rejoicing, because persecution develops courageous endurance; courageous endurance toughens the Christian character to approvedness, just as a soldier who has gone through many campaigns is a veteran, over against an inductee who has just come in; and this toughening pulls courage into our souls, brightening our future hope; and all the while the Holy Spirit, Whom we received when we first believed, floods our hearts with a consciousness of God's love for us!

Now all of that, friends, is found in the statements of Romans 5:1 through 11.

Now think of GOD'S GREAT LOVE and doubt no more! How great His love is, above human love, is proven by the fact that when we were weak and helpless yea, and in despair, Christ died for us. And not because we were righteous men; we weren't. But as for ungodly sinners, He died for us. Could there be a greater proof of His great love than that? How could He reveal it plainer? Men do not die for others as a rule. It would be a difficult thing to find a man who would die for a righteous man, though you might find a man who would die for a good man whom he loved. But God demonstrated to us once and for all His eternal and peculiar and unearned, gratuitous love for us, in that sinners though we were, CHRIST died for us.

Now here is a profound reasoning. The fact that He (that is, God) has actually DECLARED us sinners righteous is a sure and certain pledge and guarantee of our escape from His final judgment. Certainly God is not going to judge in the future those whom He declares right here in the present. And it reveals clearly that stupendous change in our relationship to God, the change that removes us from the category of a sinner and a criminal, distant from God, and places us in position of His own CHILDREN in His own Home! Isn't that wonderful?

And our great comfort is supported by two great facts. First, if God did such a great thing for us, when we were enemies, how much greater will He do for us, now that we are His friends? If God gave His Son to die for us while we were His enemies, then how much more will He take care of us and bring us to heaven now that we are His friends and we love Him and trust Him? Second, if the first thing He did for us cost Him the death of His Son, do you think He will cease to bless us now that it costs Him nothing? No, He will do everything for those for whom He gave His Son!

So we conclude, Paul says (and it is blessed conclusion) that not only do we look with utter confidence for His final salvation, deliverance from all enemies but we are constantly buoyed up by exaltation that floods our souls, based on a sense of His nearness, into which Christ brought us, the One to whom we are in eternal debt, for that first great step of reconciliation that He accomplished on the Cross, when He died as a sacrifice for OUR sins. That is a wonderful, wonderful thing!

Now let's look for a moment. Paul is giving us, then, in Romans 5: 1 through 11, his personal experience. He

reveals the mighty grip He has on the facts of the Gospel, facts upon which every Christian can and must safely base his confidence and trust and faith. The 

most glorious discovery a man can make is that HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD HAS BEEN CHANGED, FROM WRATH TO GRACE! The Greek word for wrath is orge, (pronounced or‑gay) and we get "orgy" from it. The word for "grace" is charis. Paul knows that his relationship to God once was one of orge, "wrath.” God's wrath was upon him because of his sin and unbelief. Then, he believed on Christ as his Saviour! And God's relationship to him was CHANGED from wrath (orge) to grace (charis) and love (agape)!

Now he attributes this change to CHRIST. In Romans 5:1 we have the Greek preposition, dia, "through.” "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God, THROUGH the Lord Jesus." That means a channel. God's peace came THROUGH JESUS as the channel.

He attributes this tremendous change, God's wrath changing into grace toward him, to the DEATH of Christ. Romans 4:25, "He was delivered over for our offenses." Romans 5:6 and 8, "For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ DIED for the ungodly." Verse 8: "God commendeth His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ DIED for

US."

Then we read, "In His Blood," salvation came to us. Located IN HIS BLOOD,” Verse 9, "Much more then, being now justified BY HIS BLOOD (Literally, IN His Blood), we shall be saved from wrath, through Him." We are justified IN HIS BLOOD. There is no justification located anywhere OUTSIDE the Blood of Christ. So the person who leaves the Blood of Christ out of his or her life CANNOT have anything but God's wrath, and they cannot enjoy God's grace.

Then it is through the DEATH of His Son. Romans 5:10. "For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through (dia) His Son ...." Through the death of His Son. Paul attributes God's change toward him, from wrath to grace, to the DEATH of the Lord Jesus. And he says that THAT DEATH IS SACRIFICIAL BLOOD‑SHEDDING.

Now listen---here is a beautiful picture! That Blood of the Sacrifice, of Christ, is sprinkled around about the Christian and forms a place of SANCTUARY, into which he enters and is perfectly SAFE. From its hallowed enclosure, into which nothing harmful can come to endanger, the Christian looks out exulting over all physical dangers which threaten him. They cannot shake his firmness and faith; they only serve to strengthen him! Paul gets that from the Greek expression in verse 9, "IN THE BLOOD." You see, the Blood of Sacrifice is a SANCTUARY, a house, that encloses the Christian and keeps him in safety. That Blood forms WALLS that have never been broken down! The enemy cannot get at a man who hides in the Blood of Christ. There are absolutely no tragedies for the man who hides in the Blood of Christ. You and I can look out the window, as we are in the house of the Blood of Christ, and see all our enemies that would like to get at us, gnashing their teeth, wanting to destroy us; but they can not touch us, because the BLOOD IS OUR SECURITY. THE BLOOD IS OUR SAFETY.

And I say to you, my friends today, that there is nothing more wonderful and glorious than this wonderful truth that it is IN HIS BLOOD that we are SAVED. I cannot emphasize that enough! IN HIS BLOOD. "Much more then, being NOW JUSTIFIED, IN HIS BLOOD, we shall be saved from wrath, THROUGH HIM."

I want to close this message today with that thought, that our SECURITY is in the Blood of Christ. God's wrath is changed from wrath to grace, toward us, through Jesus, through His death, through His Blood shed on Calvary.

Now God's relation cannot change toward the man or woman who stays away from the Blood of Christ. If you have nothing to do with the Blood of Christ, then YOU HAVE NO SECURITY, NO SAFETY. You are wide open to all the destructive powers that are against your soul. God cannot do anything for the man or woman who does not come IN THE BLOOD OF HIS SON. There is absolutely nothing God can do for you. But, when you come in the Blood of His Son, then GOD PLACES YOU in a place of SAFETY, and you are perfectly safe and secure from the wrath to come, and from enemies now. You are safe for the future, in the security of the WALLS of the BLOOD OF CHRIST.

There is the picture we have today. The Blood is sprinkled around the believer, and forms PERFECT SECURITY, keeps out all enemies of his life and soul.

Now let me ask you, my friend today, if you have ever claimed the Blood of Christ. You'd better do it right now. Will you go alone, will you go alone RIGHT NOW, and let nothing interfere, while you are this moment face to face with your SOUL'S NEED, your desperate NEED OF SALVATION, your desperate need of the Blood of Christ, for your security. Believe me, there is no security anywhere else. Believe the Word of God! There is no safety, there is danger, there is death there is the wrath of God, there is the consequence of sin, there is judgment to come, there is hell, OUTSIDE THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. But, IF YOU'LL COME, IN HIS BLOOD, today, and go alone right now and get alone with God and get on your knees and lift your face toward God and pour out your heart to Him and say, "0 God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and SAVE me, for Jesus' sake. Right now I do claim the Blood as my atonement, as my security, as my refuge, as my safety. I flee to the Blood of Christ. I trust not myself, nor my works, not anyone; I trust only CHRIST and HIS BLOOD as my security, as my safety, my all in all," if you do this, the Lord will give you victory now and you will

be PERFECTLY SAFE in the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, I hope you'll do it. Will you do that? Claim the Blood of Christ NOW. Then, when YOU are saved, pray and work to win your loved ones to Him.

That's all for now, friends. I thank God for the privilege of bringing you this message on the Blood of Christ. God bless you, and goodbye.
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