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Ephesians 1:1-7

In Ephesians, the first chapter, the Apostle Paul writes: "Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  There is grace for our sins, and there is peace for the sinner. Though all had sinned and come short, praise God, those Ephesian friends had found the way back home, to the Father's house.

Then Paul says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Notice, He has blessed us! The great God of Heaven is blessing sinners.  God in Heaven is interested in sinners. He wants to save sinners.  He IS saving those who trust Him and have faith in Him.

Now, verse 4, "According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.”  Isn't it a remarkable thing that a Holy God in a wonderful Heaven would want to save poor miserable sinners?

Then, verse 5, "Having predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ Himself according to the good pleasure of His Will.”  Notice, "The adoption of children.”  God is adopting a great family.  Thank God we are adopted into His family the minute we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour.  "To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved.”  He says, "ACCEPTED.”  A‑C‑C‑E‑P‑T‑E‑D!  God has welcomed us Home!

Here is my text, verse 7, "In whom we have redemption through His Blood the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”  We have redemption through His Blood, even the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace. My, what a juicy morsel for a sinner to chew on! Deliverance through His Blood, even the forgiveness of our sins. Notice, we have it NOW.  We HAVE the forgiveness of sins NOW. So we learn that God is a God who forgives.

I was sitting one day with two preachers, in Toronto.  A letter had come to one of the preachers and he said, "I'm afraid that so‑and‑so has stepped out of the will of ​ God," and the other preacher said, "I, too.”  Then a lady spoke up and said, "What a horrible thing; he's ruined!”  And I spoke up and said, "No, lady, when I get off the track--‑the main line--‑and on a side track, I just go to God and tell Him, ‘Father, I'm sorry about it all.  Just like a little child, I don't know the way I'm going. Just like a poor sheep, I have walked out of the way.  But Lord, I know that You love me and want me back on the right track in the center of Thy will. God, put me back on the right track.’  And I told those friends that God could put that man back on the right track. That's just the way God is.  "In Whom we have REDEMPTION through His Blood.”  Nobody's ruined who will turn to God. Nobody's ruined who will turn to the Lord Jesus.

I may be speaking to someone now, who remembers a particular dark day in your life's history, and that thing had troubled you, that thing has tormented you.  It has brought sleepless nights and it has stayed with you by day. You have sighed and thought, "Will I ever be delivered?”  "Oh, wretched man that I am, WHO shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  Listen, back comes the answer: "I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  THERE'S FORGIVENESS OF SINS!  There is forgiveness in the Lord Jesus, through His Blood; and the minute you look to Calvary's Cross and see that Blood poured out for your sins, that Blood, that has already paid for that dark night, that Blood that has already paid for that dark day‑--that minute is blotted out in Heaven!  It does not exist. The minute you claim that atoning Blood you HAVE the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. What a wonderful thing it is!  Sins forgiven! 

Do you remember that saying of Martin Luther?  He said, "Satan once came to me and said, 'Martin Luther, thou art lost, for thou are a sinner.’  I said to him, 'Satan, I thank thee for saying I am a sinner, for inasmuch as thou sayest I am a sinner, I answer thee thus, CHRIST DIED FOR SINNERS!  And if Martin Luther is a sinner, Christ died for him!”  Oh, beloved, isn't that wonderful?  We can shout it into the teeth of the Devil.  We can shout it into the teeth of all enemies of the salvation of our souls.  CHRIST JESUS CAME TO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS!  OF WHOM I AM CHIEF!  And the minute you feel that YOU are a vile sinner and cast yourself on Him, claiming nothing but His Blood for your salvation, that moment you are saved!  Oh, let's preach the Blood!  Let's preach the Blood up and down the land.  You know, I can have fellowship with anyone who believes the Bible and believes Christ.  But I can't have any fellowship with anyone who throws a shadow over the pages of this Holy Book!

If a man tells me, "I don't believe that the Bible is the actual, literal Word of God," I haven't any fellowship with him.  If a man tells me, "I don't believe in the virgin birth; I don't believe in the deity of Christ, I don't believe in Blood atonement by the Lord Jesus," I can't have any fellowship with such a man.  Oh, brethren, nobody can TURN AWAY from the Blood of the Cross and expect to have salvation.  The most precious thing that God has ever given this world is the Blood of the Lord Jesus! In no other way can you be saved.  There is nowhere else to put your trust but in the precious blood of Jesus.  A great sinner came to Jesus and found redemption through His Blood, found forgiveness of his own personal sins, and sat down and wrote these precious words:

"Jesus, thy Blood and righteousness

My beauty are‑my glorious dress

Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,

With joy shall I lift up my head?

Then shall I stand on that great day?

For who aught to my charge shall lay? 

Wholly absolved by Christ I am,

From sin's tremendous curse and blame."

Oh, beloved, don’t you see?  Fully absolved!  When worlds are afire we shall be dressed in the righteousness of Jesus.  "Jesus, thy Blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress.”  When the world is on fire we will be standing clad in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.”  Why?  Because the "Blood of the Lord Jesus cleanses from all sin, in whom we have redemption through His Blood, the forgiveness of sin."

You know the thought that is back of the word "redemption.”  It is a Greek word that means literally, "to buy out the market.”  Think about a miserable slave from deepest Africa; he and others were brought to America in the holes of those filthy ships until many of them died and were flung into the water.  The ones who survived that awful trip were put on the slave block and auctioned off to the highest bidders.  Behold that miserable slave, torn from his loved ones and family, crossing the ocean with his hands manacled behind him and now standing on the auction block.  The auctioneer says, "What am I bid for this man?”  Some men come up and look him over and feel his muscles and pick him out as a strong man.  One man makes the bid, puts down the money, and takes him away to be a slave.  That is the picture behind this Greek word, friends.  YOU AND I were slaves to our sins, slaves to death, slaves to hell. 

Oh, how the devil has tormented us and ruined us and blasted us and wrecked us and mistreated us, and the devil had us on the auction block, saying, "What am I bid for this slave?”  Up steps the blessed Saviour, our Lord Jesus, and pays the price.  The devil says, “It isn't enough,” and Jesus says, "What will I have to pay to set him free?”  And the devil says, "If you want him, you will have to give me your Blood!”  And Jesus says, "I want him.  I will pay the price.  It's a fearful price, but I'll pay that price.”  And Jesus went to lonely Calvary, forsaken of God and man, and gave the blood from His veins and paid the price that you and I might be redeemed‑--in order that YOU might be redeemed--‑in order that YOU might have the forgiveness of sins.  Then Jesus came and undid the manacles, the handcuffs!  GLORIOUS SAVIOUR!  WONDERFUL, SALVATION!  How can anybody turn Him down!  How can anybody see God on the Cross shedding His precious Blood, and turn Him down?  How can you fail to give Him your life?  How can you continue on your careless way?  How can you stay in worldliness and sin, Christian, knowing Jesus had to die because of sin!

Today I may be speaking to someone who is unsaved, someone who has not accepted His redemption.  I want you to look at the Cross!  I want you to see the Blood; I want you to see the debt He paid to set you free.  He did it for you.  And today, if you'll bow your head, and say, "Lord Jesus, from this moment on, thy Blood and righteousness shall be my beauty, shall be my glory, and when the worlds are aflame I can raise up my head because I am clad in your righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.  The Blood of Jesus has cleansed me from my sins."  

I am very frank to tell you, friends my sins would bother me if it were not for the Blood of the Cross.  Do your sins bother you?  You are not fooling me.  You are made of the same, miserable clay I am.  All of us are conscious of sin.  

I was reading the other day of Robert Murray McCheyne, one of the holiest men the Christian church ever had.  Everybody that knows of him reveres his name.  What a godly man!  One day a man, as he walked out of the church, wrote him a note.  He said, "Brother, it wasn't your sermon, but it was the holiness of your appearance and of your face and of your life that brought me to Jesus!”  He was a holy man.  Yet, the other day I was reading his diary, and oh, the sins that he confessed!  Oh, the iniquity of his heart!  Oh, the impure thoughts that he had!  The wrong motives that welled up out of the iniquity of his soul, because every one of us were born in sin and shapen in iniquity, and at the very core of our hearts and souls is corruption.  Oh, the thoughts and the motives and the intents and the words that flow from that corruption in our own souls! 

Oh, beloved, these dreadful, monstrous sins!  Where are we going to find the FORGIVENESS of our sins?  Where will I find it?  Where will you find it?  Look to Calvary!  Look to the Cross and see Jesus emptying His veins and pouring out His Blood.  To do what?  To forgive us our sins!  And thank God we have it the minute we accept Him as our Saviour!  Will you reach out today by faith and say, "Lord, I do claim your Blood as the forgiveness of my sins, and I'm not going to be worried about them any more.  I'm going to look at the Cross and see the Blood that redeemed me from sin and gave me salvation.”  And the minute you turn to the Lord and trust His Blood, that minute your sins are blotted out forever before God and angels and devils and men and will never be brought up against you, and there will be peace in the depth of your soul.  Will you, right where you are, kneel and tell Jesus you will trust His Blood for the forgiveness of your sins?  Will you trust His Blood and be saved?  Will you do it?

"Coming home, coming home, 

Never more to roam. 

Open wide thine arms of love, 

Lord, I'm coming home."
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