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THE FORGIVENESS OF GOD





Here is a letter I have received and I want to answer this letter on the broadcast this morning.  This letter has no signature.  It is anonymous.  Some people say, “Dump anonymous letters in the wastsbasket!" But I don't do that.  It's according to the letter.  I certainly wouldn't THIS one, because it is from a needy heart.





"Dear Brother Hendley: Will You please pray for me?  I want to be a real Christian, but I have committed some horrible sins and they haunt me day and night. I beg and pray and cry and worry and try to trust and believe, but I am afraid I have committed an unpardonable sin or a sin unto death. Such horrible thoughts go through my mind.  It seems I cannot control them.  Please pray that God may forgive me.  I will give my life to Him if He will forgive me and have that peace that passes all understanding.  I am so afraid I am going to hell.  I can almost hear it, it seems.  Preacher I beg you to please pray for me that if it is His will, He will forgive a poor, hell deserving wretch like me.  Again I say, please pray.  God bless you.  Yours truly.  Worried almost to death.”





You think God’s heart isn't touched by that?  If my heart is touched by it, and if other people's hearts are touched by it (who love the Lord), how much MORE is God's Heart touched by that?  God does want to save, and God WILL save, and IT IS His will to forgive!





First, let's go to the Lord in prayer, and I am asking our radio friends to pray now for this particular person, and ask that this very moment God will let her see that He LOVES her and that He FORGIVES SIN, forgives HER sin, that He went to all the trouble to give us the Bible so that she might know His true thoughts about her, of love and forgiveness, that He gave His only begotten SON that she might know that that is HOW MUCH He loved HER.  Jesus died FOR HER.  If there hadn't been anybody else in the world, He would have died just for HER. And that goes for each one of us individually.  Oh, that people would get hold of that fact.  The love of God is not a general matter; it is a specific, individual matter: He loves ME, and He loves YOU.  It is Personal, this thing of salvation.  We've made it too general.  We've made it too broad.  It does cover everybody, but it is TO INDIVIDUALS.  When God loves the world, it doesn't mean He can save the world, for some people won't let Him.  But it does mean He loves everybody, and everybody CAN be saved, if they will come to Him in His way -- in simple TRUST, in simple FAITH.  That's all that God requires of anybody today.  He wants your faith.  He wants your confidence.  He wants your trust. He wants you to believe that He is just exactly what He SAYS He is, and He gets glory out of that.  HE SAVES SINNERS.   What a wonderful thing!





So, friends listening to this broadcast, PRAY for this soul in need and for others who are in this condition today, that they might find in JESUS the wonderful peace WE have found by simply trusting HIM.  Pray also for the broadcast asking God to supply the need that we may stay on the air and reach souls for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.





     “Our Blessed Lord,, we come to Thee today, and we want to thank You for the privilege of prayer.  We want to thank You today for answering the heart-cry of friends like this,our follow-sinners. For there is no man who doeth good and sinneth not.  All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. This isn't the only sinner in the world, though she thinks she is at this moment.  We thank You, Lord, that You are a God Who loves sinners, You know our frame; You remember that we are dust.  And as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him, and we thank You, Lord, that as far as the east is from the west, so far You have removed our transgressions from us, when we put our trust in Thee, through Thy wonderful Son, Jesus.  Lord, teach everyone listening today - all of us - to look away from ourselves and to look at God' s love, to look at the Cross, at Jesus dying in our place and paying for our sin. And then, the promises of the Bible of forgiveness! Help us to believe You mean just exactly what You say and that when we confess our sins You do forgive us, for Christ's sake,. when we  come CLAIMING JESUS, dying for our sins, and immediately there is released to us the wonderful Salvation of God. We don't have to feel a certain way; that is a fact. Help us not to look to our feelings but to Thy Word and to Thy CHARACTER, which cannot be changed.  For our feelings change, but Thy Word and Thy Character never change.  Thank You Lord,  for the Rock on which we are fixed, unmovable, and where we can always abound in the work of the Lord because we know we have a God Who will not let us down but Who will KEEP HIS WORD!  Lord, bless every heart today.  In Jesus' name we pray. Amen"





I repeat, friends, a line from the letter.  "I beg you to please pray that if it is His will He will forgive a poor, hell-deserving wretch like me.”





God's Word says that is the thing HE WANTS TO DO.  God knows us, and he loves us. In the Book of Numbers we read this about God, which reveals the sort of a Lord He is.  Numbers 14:18, “The Lord is longsuffering (He puts up with sin a long time before He will judge it) and of great mercy, forgiving inquity and transgression." FORGIVING iniquity and transgression.  That's the sort of God we have!  A God Who forgives iniquity and transgression.





We know that GOD forgives sin, because we know that no man has been good enough to forgive sin. At the bottom of things, people just don't believe God is GOOD ENOUGH to forgive sin.  You take the record of Joseph in the Book of Genesis.  Joseph was sinned against in a terrible way.  His brothers rose up against him and they wanted to kill him. Finally one brother saved his life by saying, "Oh, let's not kill him.  Let's sell him to these merchantmen who are going down to Egypt.  We won't see him any more and we won't have his blood on our hands.” So they sold Joseph into slavery in Egypt.  And there in the house of Potiphar he was sinned against, and then he was cast into jail (a lesson to all of us in times of adversity and difficulty and darkness).  Joseph didn't think God had given him up.  He walked with God.  Whenever people were accusing him and misunderstanding him, and saying false things about him, he walked right on with God.  He didn't give up and go their way.  He didn't return hatred for hatred. He walked with God.  Well, God elevated him to be the prime minister of Egypt, and he later (as you remember) was able to SAVE his own brothers who were ushered into his presence.  They didn't know him. They didn't know that their brother, Jospeh was the prime minister of Egypt.  They were starving up there in Palestine, and they came down into Egypt, learning that there was food there.  When they were ushered into the presence of Joseph, did he say, "NOW I'll have my revenge?”  Did he rub his hands with glee and say, “The tables are turned now, and revenge will be mine; an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth?”  No, listen to these words in Genesis 5O:2l.  "Now, therefore, said Joseph, "fear ye not.  I will nourish you and your little ones," and he comforted them and spoke kindly unto them.  He saved their lives. Joseph Forgave his family’s sin against him.  That's like God, isn’t it?  That isn't natural.  Joseph was cut off the same cloth that we are cut off of,  he was just a man as we are, the same sort of a sinner, the same descendant of Adam.  Where did he get that spirit?  He got it  from GOD.  He knew God's forgiveness.





Now, if Joseph forgave his brothers their murderous intent against him, do you think Joseph was better than God?  Do you think God won't forgive you your sins?  





We have the record of David forgiving King Saul. You remember Saul sought the life of David.  David was yonder in the mountain like a partridge being hunted by the hunters.  Saul was the king, and he had all on his side.  On one occasion, David came upon Saul, having fallen asleep and his warriors were not around about him, and David's MEN wanted to kill Saul as they stood over him as he was asleep.  They had their swords ready and their spears, and they could have plunged a sword through his heart and that would have been the end of the story, and everyone would have said, "Well, Saul got his just desserts." But not David. Here is what David said when they wanted to kill Saul: "David stayed his servants with these words and permitted them not to rise against Saul.  And Saul rose up out of the cave and went on his way.''  Saul never did know! When Saul awoke out of his sleep, David and his men were nowhere around. Saul did not know till later on how NEAR DEATH he had come.  He WOULD have died, had it not been for the FORGIVENESS of David.  Now, Saul was seeking David's life; but when David had Saul’s life at his own disposal he FORGAVE him. 





Do you think God is not better than David?  Do you think that if David spared Saul’s life, God is NOT BETTFR?  Where did David get that from?  He got it from his relationship with God.  It shows that he was a great man of God.  The natural bent of the human soul is “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” You hit me, and I’ll hit you back; I'll give you as good as you send, and all that sort of thing.  That is of the devil; that is sin.  Jesus said, “for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.”  Matthew 26:52.





In Acts, chapter 8, we have the record of Stephen who FORGAVE his enemies. You remember,  Stephen was witnessing for JESUS!  It was New Testament times.  The Jewish people because they did not ACCEPT Jesus as their Saviour, took Stephen and sought his very life, and they did STONE him.  But, as they stoned Stephen, he called upon God saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, "Lord lay not this sin to their charge,” and when he said this he died.  Here was a man being killed just for preaching the Gospel.  But instead of HATING them and asking God's vengeance upon them, Stephen knelt and said, "Lord, don't lay this sin to their charge.  Forgive them."





                 Well, if Stephen as his life was being taken FORGAVE HIS MURDERERS, how much more will GOD forgive us, for what we do?  They were MURDERING, and Stephen forgave; do you think Stephen, a human being, was better than God?  Where did Stephen get that?  He got it, from the Lord Jesus Christ, Who prayed for those who were murdering HIM on the Cross; "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." 





     GOD DOES FORGIVE SIN.  That is the lesson we learn.





Paul the Apostle forgave those who sought HIS life.  When they were nearly tearing him limb from limb there at Caesarea, he was rescued by a centurion, and Paul said., "Let me preach to them," and Paul stood up and preached GOD’S FORGIVENESS TO THEM who had just been seeking to murder him and WOULD have murdered him had they had their way.  Now, that should be plain to us shouldn’t it?  If MEN forgive their enemies, and they GET that spirit of forgiveness from God, how much MORE will GOD forgive sin?





The Lord is GOOD!  We don't believe God loves us.  We don't believe that God is AS GOOD as He is.  The devil is going to make sure, if he can, that we do not BELIEVE God is good!  The only way we can really BELIEVE it is to stay on our knees in God's Word and Prayer UNTIL WE BELIEVE that God means what he says.  Now, I can't do that for you.  I have to do it for myself.  I can't do it for anybody.  I can POINT people to the way,  but I cannot do it FOR them.  YOU WILL HAVE TO BELIEVE GOD FOR YOURSELF.  And whatever “fear” you may have today indicates that you do not really TRUST the Lord for HIS FORGIVNESS, you do not trust HIS CHARACTER to that degree.  You don't BELIEVE that God means just exactly what He SAYS.  Because, if you did, you would find rest.  Because GOD--- FORGIVES--- SIN!  And what a wonderful thing it is TO KNOW that God does forgive sin.





In Matthew 6 we have the record of Jesus teaching His disciples to pray, and in the prayer He said, "When you pray, say, Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors." Jesus is talking about sins there as DEBTS.  We are to ASK GOD to forgive us OUR sins as WE forgive OTHERS. Now, God wouldn' t tell us TO ASK HIM to forgive our sins if we weren't sinners and if He WOULDN’T FORGIVE.  Wouldn't it be ridiculous for God to say, "You ASK ME to forgive you.  But I won't do it.  Nevertheless, YOU just keep on ASKING ME to forgive you your sins.  All I want you to do is just KEEP ASKING ME. I am a monstrous being sitting up here in the skies who just delights in people CRAWLING ON THEIR FACE before me sobbing and weeping and BEGGING FORGIVENESS.” 





I say that reverently, friends, simply to show THE FOLLY of our own ideas about GOD.  You see, we must have the CORRECT IDEA about God. That is why God is so VERY CAREFUL about those who teach the Word of God, that they give it out RIGHT.  If we teach FALSELY about God, then souls will perish, you see.  They won’t know God; they won’t know what He is like.


     God is a God Who FORGIVES SIN! Jesus came to REVEAL the Father. God is THE FATHER, who looks after people who admit they are sinners and WANT HIM.  We read in Matthew 9 of a man who was brought to the Lord Jesus.  This man was sick of the palsy, on a bed. Jesus said, “Son, be of good cheer! Thy SINS be FORGIVEN thee." He forgave his sins before He healed his body.  Wel1, some of the people round about didn't BELIEVE that Jesus could FORGIVE SINS.  They said, "This man blasphemes!" They knew that ONLY GOD can forgive sin. Well, THAT'S TRUE.  But JESUS IS GOD.  But they didn't accept Him as God.  Well, He is.  And Jesus read their hearts:  “Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? Which is easier, to say:  Thy sins be forgiven thee, or to say Arise and WALK?”  Just to show them that He, the Son of Man, had been given power on earth to FORGIVE SINS, He said to the man sick of the palsy, "Take up your bed and WALK!” And the man AROSE and went to his house.  And all the multitude glorified God Who had given Him such authority.





     JESUS HAS POWER TO FORGIVE SIN. And Jesus DIED FOR YOU -- not because you were so good, but because you are a SINNER.  Now, if you say, "IF it is His WILL to forgive a poor, hell-deserving wretch like me," that shows either that you don’t know what the Word SAYS about your sins, or just DON'T BELIEVE it.





What DOES God say?





He says IT IS His will to forgive sin.  He tells us TO CONFESS them to Him,, and we ARE FORGIVEN.   He tells us to believe that HIS SON died for our sins on that Cross, and when we DO BELIEVE, we can know we are FORGIVEN because GOD SAYS He  forgives us.  What else do we NEED but His Word?





     There again we come upon what FAITH is.  FAITH takes God at His WORD.  What else do you NEED but the WORD of God?  Do you need God to COME DOWN PERSONALLY and tell you that?  Or does He MEAN, in this WORD of God, exactly what He says? 





     You see, faith in the Bible as THE WORD OF GOD is involved here.  My beloved friends, today let me ASSURE you that the Bible is GOD’S WORD, The only revelation of God we have  today is THE BIBLE.





On one occasion Peter came to Jesus and said, Lord, if  I have a brother and he SINS AGAINST ME and hurts my feelings, and I forgive him, and he does it AGAIN and I forgive him, HOW MANY TIMES shall I forgive him if he KEEPS ON sinning against me?  Seven times?  If' I do that SEVEN times, wouldn't I be a marvelous Christian?" Jesus said, "No you wouldn't be.  Don't think you have ended your duty when you have forgiven seven times someone who has sinned against you.  I say unto you, “You forgive him SEVENTY TIMES seven times."  That's four hundred and ninety times, isn't it?  Well, nobody is apt to carry on sinning against anybody that FORGIVES them, four hundred and ninety times!  That means UNLIMITED FORGIVENESS.





Now here is Jesus, GOD IN THE FLESH, come down to REVEAL GOD as the Father Who forgives our sins.  And He tells one of His disciples that he is to have UNLIMTED FORGIVENESS toward others who sin against him.  Now, would GOD SAY THAT, if HE HIMSELF didn't forgive with an unlimited forgiveness?  If Jesus demanded that PETER forgive someone seventy-times-seven-times, doesn't that mean that JESUS will forgive anyone who hurts Him, or does wrong relative to HIM, seventy-times-seven-times?





You may say you've done horrible sins? Well, we have A GREAT SAVIOUR, A GREAT FORGIVER, A GREAT FORGIVENESS!  We ARE horrible sinners.  Bunyan thought HE was the greatest sinner in the world. Paul said,  “I am the chief of sinners.” (And I am quite sure that I am!)                                       


That's just a good sign that you have been pretty close to GOD.





     Listen, friend, whoever you are, YOU TAKE THESE PROMISES and BELIEVE that GOD LOVES YOU and GOD FORGIVES YOU YOUR SINS when you confess them to Him.  LOOK at His WORD and nothing else, and you will have PEACE.


    


First John l:9, “If we confess our sins (to HIM), He is faithful and just to FORGIVE us our sins, AND TO CLEANSE US from all unrighteousness.”





Isaiah 55:6, "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found.  Call ye upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him;and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.  For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and Mv thoughts than your thoughts."





Jeremiah 3:12, “I am merciful,” saith the Lord, … only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God.”





Luke 24:47, “Thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and REMISSION OF SINS should be preached in His Name among all nations.”





Acts 26:18, "To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me."





     Ephesians l:7, "In Whom (Christ) we have redemption through His Blood, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, according to the riches of His Grace.”





      Colossians l:14, "In Whom (Christ) we have redemption, even THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS."





     Psalm 86:5, "Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto ALL THEM that call upon Thee."





     Psalm 103:3,  “Who FORGIVETH all thine iniquities.”





     Psalm 32:l, “Blessed is he whose transgression is FORGIVEN, whose sin is COVERED.”





     Ephesians 4:12, “Forgiving one another, EVEN AS GOD, for Christ’s sake, HATH FORGIVEN YOU."
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