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Psalm 50:1-6

I want to speak to you on The Five Comings of the Lord Jesus Christ. You may say, "I thought there were just TWO comings of the Lord." We speak much about His two comings, but I know of five, and I would like for you to listen carefully.

Psalm 50: “The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.  Our God shall come and shall not keep silence. A fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people.” Were you listening to that, Christians? The first thing God is going to do is judge His people. That is where the Apostle Paul gets the truth that God is going to judge His saints first, and then the world.

Let us continue in this Psalm: “Gather my saints together unto Me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” By SACRIFICE, God makes no covenant apart from sacrifice. You may say, "I believe in God," but I tell you, you will PERISH if you don't come through the SACRIFICE of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“And the heavens shall declare His righteousness; for God is Judge Himself.” Now go back to verse 3: “Our God shall come.” There are five comings of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the Living God.

At Conversion

First, God comes at conversion. That is His spiritual coming. It is nonetheless real, just because it is a spiritual coming. The spiritual is just a real as the physical. Your spiritual life is just as real as your physical life. Your soul is just as real as your hands. When a man dies, his flesh remains, but something has gone. What has gone? The spirit of the man has gone. Gone is that spirit that looked out of his physical eyes, and spoke with those physical lips, and worked with those physical hands, and walked with those physical feet, and thought with that physical brain. The spirit is the important part of us. At conversion, Jesus Christ comes in to our spirit and makes us children of God. Jesus is the only Saviour. No one else but Jesus can save a soul. It is Jesus Who saved every individual person. It is Jesus Who comes when we are converted. What a wonderful truth!

We read in the first chapter of John's Gospel of Jesus finding Nathaniel. Beloved, He is still finding people!  He finds us all. He found Paul on the Damascus road. Paul wasn't looking for Jesus, but Jesus was looking for Paul, and He stopped him in his mad career and saved his soul and put him on his feet and sent him out to be the great evangelist for His own glory and for His own Name! A little over twenty years ago, when I wasn't even in a Gospel meeting, wasn't anywhere around a revival meeting, wasn't even thinking about a revival meeting, but sitting on my front porch, JESUS CHRIST CAME TO ME. I knew it. He came to me that day. He did something for me, friends, that no other friend could do! He put, something in my heart that never was there before.

At Moody Church, Chicago, I heard a great man of God bring a message, and he spoke of coming down toward the end of his life. It was Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., the founder of the great Bob Jones Uni​versity in Greenville, South Carolina.  "You know," he said to that vast audience, "I could take it easy if I wanted to, and many friends are asking why my wife and I didn't take it easy out in California or down in Florida." He stopped and put his hand over his heart. "But when I was just a little boy," he continued, eleven years of age, JESUS CHRIST put something down in here and He won't let me take it easy!" Jesus Christ paid that little boy a visit in that country home. Jesus came, one day, into the heart of a little country boy, and now, just think of the mighty work He has done through that life! Conversion is the time when Jesus comes into the heart, changing our hearts and our lives.

In Revivals

The Lord comes in times of great revival. I have seen it so many times. I say it dogmatically; a real revival is Jesus coming, and visiting His people, and saving lost souls.  

In the great Athens, Georgia, revival, 1635 souls came forward in six weeks.  Everyone knew Jesus was there.  Some of those souls who were saved are now in Heaven with Him. Many others are walking on with Him, living clean‑cut Christian lives, and bringing honor to His Name.  Oh, what a holy time it was when Jesus came, when Jesus was speak​ing to hearts. 

At Rome, Georgia, Jesus came and spoke to the hearts of the people. Everyone knew it! He was saving people! The final night 120 souls came forward, responding to Him!

Then at Athens again, in one service on the campus of the University of Georgia, 40 souls came forward in confession of Him! Jesus was there!

And likewise in other meetings. Revival is the Lord coming down and doing a transforming work in the hearts of those who listen to His Voice and believe. Oh, friends, keep praying! Keep praying that a mighty revival will sweep every city of America: Jesus will save. Jesus will visit His people. In times of great revival, Jesus COMES, and everyone knows it. His Name is honored and glorified. People are humbled. MAN cannot accomplish what happens in real revival. It is Jesus Christ, the Living Saviour.

At Death

The Lord Jesus comes at death.  Now I know there are those who have talked against that idea. But they are wrong.  Jesus Christ does come at death. If I didn't believe that, I would be terrified at the thought of dying. But Jesus is there to meet the trusting soul at death. "The Lord taketh away." It is Jesus Who comes, and He is the only One who can.  

One night, as I finished my message at Moody Church, a boy came to me with a friend of his. He said, "MY friend here came back from the war. While he was over there, tragedy came to his loved ones and they died, and he hasn't been able to understand why they had to die like that." The boy was sobbing. We knelt there by that pulpit, and he put his trust in Christ!  He prayed, "Lord, I don't understand it all, I don't under​stand why You took my loved ones, but there is one thing I know: You do all things well. It was You Who took them." I didn't tell that young man that God didn't take his loved ones, for God did take his loved ones. It is the Lord that taketh away.

Thank God, for those of us who trust Him, He will be there when we cross Jordan. I'm depending on it. If I didn't absolutely KNOW that, I wouldn't care anything about religion, salvation, Christianity. Christianity isn't just a kind of life to live in this world, but goes beyond! This salvation in Christ doesn't leave a man when he dies, going down in the whirlpool of death, sucked under with no hope. Listen! The Son of God will COME and meet us there and take us safely across! He promised He would be there.

The Psalmist triumphantly faces death and cries, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for THOU ART WITH ME.”  That is his own personal faith in Jesus.  It is to say, “Lord Jesus, I know You'll be with me. I won't be afraid, for You will be with me. You are my Shepherd and will take care of me." Friend, when you come down to death, you need not be afraid, for Jesus will keep His appoint​ment. 

You say, Suppose He forgets?” “I will NEVER leave thee, nor FORSAKE thee.” “I have graven thee on the palms of my hands." "Can a woman forget her sucking child? Then how can I forget you?” No, just as a mother cannot for​get her little, helpless babe, and looks af​ter his every whisper, even so Jesus will look after us, individually. Bless His Name!

At The Rapture

Then, the Lord Jesus Christ will one day, literally, come in the clouds.  He will descend from Heaven and catch us up to meet Him in the air. He will rapture all the dead in Christ along with all the living Christians, all caught up together to meet Him. And it is written, “So shall we ever be with the Lord.”

If they should announce today that at five o'clock tomorrow afternoon at the intersection known as Five Points in Atlanta, Georgia, JESUS CHRIST WOULD COME, some people probably wouldn't care and would rather be in a moving picture show. But I tell you right now, I know some people who would be there at any cost, if they had to swim the ocean or fly over mountains to be there. Some people today want to see the Lord Jesus Christ more than anything else in the world. That is the Hope that looms in their future! That is the Hope that keeps the glow on their faces! That is why they don't pay much attention to graying hairs and waning strength and sickness and affliction. They don't worry much about these things, because in their hearts is a living Hope, a Promise of some day meeting the wonderful Christ!

You know, before He left this world He would say to His disciples, in Galilee “Meet me over on a certain mountain.” And they would meet Him there and rejoice when they saw Him. Something like that will take place again, only in a far greater way, when Jesus Christ, descends from Heaven to catch us up to meet Him.

In Judgment

Jesus comes not only at conversion, in time of revival, at death, and in His return in the air, but He will come in judgment, judgment against this earth. He will come personally, from Heaven to earth. In the Book of Revelation, we read about His return. He is coming back with a Sword. He is coming back as a judge. He is coming to punish the wicked, those who rejected Him, those who wouldn't have Him, those who wouldn't be born again, those who persisted in sin and wouldn't give it up. He is coming with a sword in His mouth. Do you see the picture? Oh, if I were an artist, I wouldn't fool around with all these mundane thoughts and portray them on canvas. I would try to paint the mighty Son of God coming down out of Heaven, with lightning, with the clouds beneath His feet, and surrounded by the angels of God, glory on His brow, a giant sword in His Mouth.

Christ will literally execute judgment on those who would not submit to Him, those who would not love Him and God the Father, those who led lives of rebellion and would not let Him come into their hearts. The Word of God says CHRIST IS COMING BACK IN JUDGMENT!

You may say, "I don't believe all that stuff. I don't believe all that foolishness." Friend, you will believe, you will really believe, when the earth is on fire and melting beneath your feet! You will believe, when you stand condemned before the judgment bar of God! You will believe, in that second resurrection when there will be absolutely no more hope, no chance to accept Christ! You will believe, when you realize at last that you must spend eternity in the flames of Hell! YOU WILL BELIEVE, BUT IT WILL BE TOO LATE!

Friend, this very moment, do something about your SOUL. You know about Christ, that He gave His life's blood for every sinner, that by simply TRUSTING HIM TO SAVE YOU, you will be saved, as He promised. Are you saved? Do you know Him as your own, personal Saviour? Have you gone alone to Him confessing every known sin and claiming Him to be your Sin‑bearer? Has He ever come into your heart? If ever you have earnestly heard of His love for you and how He saved you on the Cross of Calvary, HE CAME TO YOU THEN. But did you receive Him and put your faith in Him? If not, don't delay longer---tomorrow may be too late‑--bow your head and tell Him that you do now TRUST HIM for salvation. Get ready to meet the Lord! Will you do it? Will you do it?
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