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Isaiah Chapter 24 

Turn with me, friends, to the great 24th chapter of the Book of Isaiah. Here we have one of the most tremendous statements in God's Word. We have the coming great judgment of the earth and of all its inhabitants, God’s  terrific judgments on the whole world.

"Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty and maketh it waste and turneth it upside down and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof." Verse 1.

We have in verse 4 the word "world" used. "The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world  languisheth." So that shows immediately that it does not mean simply the Holy Land, but the earth. In fact, one place where the word is translated here "land," it should be "earth." So here we have the awful fact that the earth is going to be made EMPTY, that is, empty of people, wasted. That means destruction of everything man has built on earth turned upside, absolutely nothing left useable; and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof which means they LEAVE the earth and go into another world. So it is the de‑population of the entire world that we have here, and not simply of the Holy Land, The de‑population of the EARTH.

I have called your attention again and again to that passage in Revelation where God speaks of a third of the earth and then of a fourth of the earth, the population thereof being destroyed.

So here is the coming destruction of the EARTH. And verse 2 says that all people shall suffer equally, of the inhabitants on the earth who are not godly. "And it shall be as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with the mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury." That means all classes of people will be in this awful catastrophe and calamity, the destruction of the earth!

No wonder Peter says, referring to the same time, "What manner of persons ought ye to be:" what kind of life ought we to be living, in the light of the coming destruction of the world!

Now verse 3 says "The land shall be utterly empty." (Rather, this is the EARTH shall be utterly empty; the same Hebrew word is used here as in verse 1, arets, "earth".) The EARTH shall be utterly emptied and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word." There won't be a human being left upon earth. There will be terrible judgment, and God means what He says. Our hearts fear for this when we think about it.

Now verse 4, "The earth mourneth and fadeth away. The world languisheth and fadeth  away. The haughty people of the earth do languish."  The "haughty" people are the "high" ones, and they are all brought down and laid low. Those who are elevated in their ungodliness shall be brought low. We are living in a time when many people who are ungodly are honored, people in high positions on the earth. But, in that day, such people shall be brought down and they shall languish.

Now verse 5 tells us the reason WHY God brings this judgment upon the earth. Verses 1 through 4, we have the destruction of the earth and its inhabitants, completely spoiled. Now verse 5, the REASON for it. "The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof, because they have transgressed the laws, changes the ordinance, and broken the everlasting covenant. THEREFORE hath the curse devoured the earth." 

The earth is defiled, or polluted by the sins of its inhabitants, and IT MUST BE PURGED FROM THIS DEFILEMENT BY JUDGMENT. That is what we have here.

They have defiled the earth! Isn't that what is going on today? There are people God gives breath to, and they are turning out things that are indecent, books that are indecent, magazines that are indecent, literature that is filthy. Go through even some of the classics and you'll find FILTH as well as that which is good. You find it in music; some of the operas are based upon unfaithfulness and illicit love and all the rest that people go wild about. But all of this, you see, is SIN. And here the earth is completely DEFILED by the inhabitants. They have transgressed God's laws.

You know, in Romans 2:15 we read that all mankind has been placed under God's laws for the laws have been written in their hearts. 

"They have changed the ordinance.” God's positive commands they have changed. For instance, God's command about divorce. And about adultery. Nobody ever calls adultery, “adultery” any more. And on drunkenness. Today it is called "alcoholism; and it is a "disease" and not a sin. A11 this is double‑talk. 

“They have broken the everlasting covenant." Man has transgressed Gods laws and violated His covenant. This is that everlasting covenant that God has endowed man with, undoubtedly, as his God. He says, "I shall be your God and ye shall be My people if ye walk in My ways." But man hasn't done that.

Now notice in verse 6,"Therefore hath a curse devoured the earth.” God has pronounced a curse upon the earth because of man's evil and wickedness. Terrible calamities and judgments come upon the earth because they are guilty! That is what we have in the word "desolate": "And they that dwell therein are desolate." Literally, they are "held as GUILTY." And then the word "burned" there is "scorched": "Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are SCORCHED WITH THE FIERY INDIGNATION OF THE WORD."

Notice verses 1 through 4: the inhabitants of the earth and the earth is going to be destroyed. Verse 5: the reason they are is because the inhabitants have defiled the earth with` their breakages of God's laws and their sins. Verse 6: therefore a curse is upon the earth, and therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, "AND FEW MEN LEFT."  Few men left! Jesus said, speaking of when He comes again, if he didn't cut short that period of trouble, no flesh would be left alive on this earth! I find it right here in the Prophecy of Isaiah. 

Verse 7, "The new wine mourneth." Even in the joyous time, when the vintage comes in, the earth is still sad and cannot shake out of its terrible depressions and cannot get merry a gait because of GOD'S JUDGMENT. All is dismay and wretchedness and awful agony. "The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merry‑hearted do sigh, the mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth." Rejoicing ends, mirth ceases, joy ceases. "They shall not drink wine with a song, as they, are doing now. Strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it. The city of confusion is broken down. Every house is shut up that no man may come in. There is a crying for wine in the streets. All joy is darkened and mirth of the land is gone. In the city is desolation and the gate smitten with destruction."  That is a terrible picture, friends, of God’s judgment upon mankind.

Now notice verse 14. "They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord. They shall cry aloud from the sea."  So there shall be a godly remnant in the hour of earth's judgment, a remnant that will still be true to God and they will lift up their voices in praise to God. "Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea." God will have people who will glorify Him in the fires.

Now verse 17 tells of the awful judgment upon the wicked: "Fear and the pit and the snare, are upon thee, 0 inhabitant of the earth." Man will be like a hunted animal in the field, fleeing from its pursuer, in danger of falling into a pit at every step, of being caught in a trap to be judged.

Then notice verse 18, "And it shall come to pass that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into  the pit; and he that cometh up out of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open and the foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly."

And there is the complete destruction of the earth, just as we find it in Second Peter the third chapter, "The earth and all of its works shall he burned up." The globe itself breaks up and perishes: It is the crack of doom indeed. One great Hebrew scholar said that this is the cracking and bursting with which the present world shall pass utterly away.

Verse 20. "The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard and shall be removed like a cottage, and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it, and it shall fall and not rise again." A complete destruction. Not renovation, but DESTRUCTION. Literally, there in verse 20, we have, "The earth sways to and fro like a hammock, and the transgression shall be heavy upon it."

Men shall perish because of the SINS OF MEN. This present earth shall disappear altogether, and, THERE WILL BE CREATED A NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH, as Isaiah tells us before he closes his prophecy, and we find it also yonder in the Book of Revelation.

Now, next we have the final great establishment of God's Kingdom!  "And it shall come to pass in that day (that day when the earth shall be destroyed) that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon earth." 

Now we have seen that judgment comes upon the earth because of the great wickedness of men. And the most guilty ones who do bring this to pass are classified under two classifications. First, "the host of high ones on high." And secondly, "the kings of the earth upon the earth." THESE are to be gathered together in the PIT and shut up in the prison. "And they shall be gathered together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison and after many days they shall be visited." And we read that the Lord shall reign in Mount Zion and in Jeru​salem and before His ancients gloriously."

That is the picture we have. We have the destruction of the earth, man's terrible sin, the destruction because of man's sin, we have those classified who caused it. Now notice, “The Lord shall punish the host of the high ones on high and the kings of the earth upon earth." Here is a contrast. On high means the opposite of earth, and "the high ones on high" must belong to that class of super‑earthly intelligences or beings of a high order. We read in the Book of Daniel, chapter 10, of certain evil spirits over the Kingdom or Persia and other nations, and in Ephesians 6:12 we "wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers in the heavenlies, against the spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies, against the world rulers of this darkness." Here we have the rulers of the darkness of this world, and they have wickedness "in high places". That means places that are higher than the earth, yonder in the other world. Evil spirits, then, that are controlling the nations of earth; God is going to punish them. Then He is going to punish the kings of the earth upon the earth, the kings of the nations, with their general corruption and wickedness in helping bring on the destruction of the earth.

As I passed through Europe and saw the evidences of the various kings and their works, Napoleon, for instance, who was a great destroyer, and thought of the wickedness he created, and of the wickedness Hitler created, and the other men down through the years who have been drunken with power, Alexander the Great (nothing great about him); God says they add to the wickedness of the earth, and help to bring on its destruction: God will destroy the kings of the earth who have led it into evil. They will be gathered together, the spiritual wicked rulers in high places, AND the kings of the earth. They shall be brought together in a DUNGEON. As prisoners, shut up in the prison. And after many days they shall be visited for judgment. God's Word says they are now kept in chains in darkness till the judgment of the great day.

Verse 23, "Then the moon shall be confounded and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion." That means, over the earth. A NEW JERUSALEM. A NEW MOUNT ZION. It will HAVE to be a new one. It cannot mean the present Jerusalem.  This is a literal Zion, the one coming down from God out of heaven, found in Revelation 21 and in 22. For God is going to create a new heavens and a new earth, and in the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, He is going to rule gloriously!

My, this has gripped my heart as I have been reading it. I hope it has gripped yours. Let us read it over and over and meditate upon it, and then go out to win as many souls as we can from the awful judgment to come.
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